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THE records of the Royal Mint indicate that 4,205 half-sovereigns were struck during 
1829. In the standard text Gold Coins of England, R. L. Kenyon1 commented that since 
none were known dated 1829 all must have been struck from dies dated 1828. Reference 
is made in The Milled Coinage of England2 by Spink to a half-sovereign dated 1829 on the 
obverse but with the type and date of the 1823 issue. It has previously been accepted that 
there was no half-sovereign of the normal type, consisting of the bare head on the 
obverse with the legend GEORGIUS IV DEI GRATIA (date), and a crowned garnished shield 
on the reverse with the legend BRITANNIARUM REX FID: DEF:, bearing the date 1829. 

Such a coin does exist, however, in the Heberden Coin Room, Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford. This half-sovereign came to the Ashmolean with the collection formed in the 
Bodleian Library, Oxford, and an examination of correspondence shows it to be one 
coin in a consignment of coins struck in 1891 from original dies including that of 1829 
in response to a request made by E. B. Nicholson, Bodley's Librarian. Only letters from 
the Royal Mint to Nicholson exist but from these it is apparent that as early as 
29 November 1889, Nicholson was inquiring into the possibility of the Mint supplying 
such coins of the current and previous reigns as were needed to complete sets at the 
Bodleian. The way for such proceedings was paved by the official reply dated 6 December 
1889 and reproduced in the appendix to this paper.3 Evidently the 1829 half-sovereign 
was on a list enclosed with a letter from Nicholson dated 8 February 1891. The reply 
dated 16 February 1891 contains a list of the coins that the Mint was prepared to supply 

1 R. L. Kenyon, Gold Coins of England, Bernard 1662-1946, Spink & Son, Ltd., London, 1950, p. 50. 
Quaritch, London, 1884, p. 201. 3 Correspondence records in the Heberden Coin 

2 Spink & Son, Ltd., The Milled Coinage of England Room, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. 
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together with their nominal values. Unfortunately the relevant entry is recorded 
simply as: 

£ d. 
George IV 2 sovereigns 2 - -

4 half sovereigns 2 - -

It is possible, however, to determine the identity of the coins referred to because of 
the preservation in the records of the actual envelopes in which the coins were sent from 
the Royal Mint. Each envelope bears details of the coin contained and one has the 
inscription: 

Half-Sovereign 
1829. 

The 1829 half-sovereign was then part of the parcel of coins posted to the Bodleian 
Library on the afternoon of the 24 March 1891. 

The existence of this specimen leads one to question the extent of restriking activities 
at the Royal Mint. Other coins in the trays at the Heberden Coin Room have been 
examined and a table of coins in this parcel deduced from the list sent from the Mint 
and the envelopes is given in the appendix. Those coins in the list which were not traced 
in the trays and those examined which show definite cracks in the die used are indicated 
in the table. The bronze pieces of 1891 were current coins, not restrikes, and the 1824 
sovereign is the subject of a note in the letter dated 24 March 1891 which clearly shows 
that the original dies were used in the restriking. The relevant passage states that 'it was 
not possible to strike a "Dragon" Sovereign of George IV, as the dies in the Mint are 
faulty and no longer fit for use'. In this instance a specimen of the required coin was 
apparently selected from some pre-Victorian sovereigns which had recently been with-
drawn from circulation. 

Many of the coins are particularly interesting, for example, neither the 1886 sovereign 
with the Young Head obverse and St. George and the Dragon reverse nor the 1887 
sovereign with the Young Head obverse and shield reverse exhibit any trace of a mint-
mark. The pattern crown of 1829 would seem to be a mule, having the reverse type one 
normally associates with the crowns of 1825, 1826, and 1828. It seems clear that the 
1829 half-sovereign is the result of a similar mixing of dies; the obverse being that 
for the 1829 proof sixpence and the reverse that for the 1826 proof half-sovereign. 

Although the striking of coins from old dies in the Royal Mint at this time is not 
unknown, it is probable, as the 1829 half-sovereign was specifically requested, that the 
coin in the Ashmolean is unique. 
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A P P E N D I X 

COPY OF A LETTER F R O M C. W. F R E M A N T L E OF THE ROYAL 
M I N T TO E. B. NICHOLSON, BODLEY'S L I B R A R I A N 

6 December 1889 
Sir, 

I a m directed by the Master of the Mint to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 29th 
ult imo, and in reply to inform you that , with the approval of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty 's 
Treasury, he will be prepared to supply to the Bodleian Library specimens of such current coins of the 
present and former reigns as you may require, so fa r as it is possible to do so, on payment of their 
nominal value. N o pat tern pieces can be issued f r o m the Mint . 

I a m to suggest that you should furnish me with a List [sic] of the coins required to make up your 
Collection [s/c] to the present date, in order that those which it is in the power of the Min t to supply 
may be struck and forwarded to you. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

C . W . FREMANTLE 

T A B L E OF C O I N S S U P P L I E D BY R O Y A L M I N T 

O N 2 4 M A R C H 1891 

G O L D 

Sovereign 

Half-sovereign 

George IV 

William IV 
Victoria 

George IV 

William IV 

Victoria 

1824 
1830 
1837 
1886 
1887 
1821 
1821 
1823 
1829 
1831 
1837 
1887 

N o t traced 
N o t traced 

Young head 
Y o u n g head 
Pattern, cracks on reverse 
Pattern, cracks on reverse 

N o t traced 

S I L V E R 

Crown 

Half-crown 

Florin 
Shilling 

Sixpence 

Groa t 

Threepence 

George IV 
Victoria 
George IV 
Victoria 
Victoria 
George IV 
Victoria 
George IV 

Victoria 
William IV 
Victoria 
George IV 
William IV 
Victoria 

1829 
1845 
1824 
1887 
1887 
1824 
1887 
1826 
1829 
1887 
1837 
1890 
1828 
1837 
1890 

Mule, cracks on reverse 
N o t traced 
Cracks on reverse 
Y o u n g head 
Goth ic bust 
N o t traced 
Y o u n g head 
Laureate head 

Young head 
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Twopence 

Penny 

B R O N Z E 

Penny 
Half-penny 
Far th ing 

William IV 1831 
Victoria 1890 
William IV 1837 
Victoria 1890 

Victoria 1891 
Victoria 1891 
Victoria 1891 

C 8186 M 
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