THE WITGH1NGHAM, NORFOLK, XV-XVI c. HOARD (1805)
by C. E . B L U N T A N D R . H . M . D O L L E Y
I N a volume of manuscripts in the library of the Society of Antiquaries of London (labelled
C O I N S , ref. L / L / 9 ) there is a sheet reading as follows:—•

'Read S.A.L. Novr. 14th 1850.

(Drawing of a groat of Richard III)
Dr. John/Mr. Moore has sent me 380 Coins to examine and I have accordingly carefull}' examined them,
and selected one of each kind for you. The above Sketch represents a Coin found with the Rest, of which I
can find no duplicate — it appears to be in the Reign of one of the Richards, but we know not which of
them.
I have been enabled to make out the inscriptions upon the different coins by examining them all — as it
happens that where a particular part is obscure in one Coin that part is sufficiently perfect in another to be
decyphered without difficulty. On the other side I send you a Copy of all the Inscriptions.
Your affectionate Brother
W m Repton
Ay]sham 28th May 1805.
There were but 2 Gold Coins found — both of which Mr. Moore has disposed of and I have not been able
to see either but they are stated to be Coins of the Reign of Richard III'.

Below this is a drawing of the pot (reproduced here) with the following note :—

'exhibited S.A.L. Novr. 14th 1805.

White Stone Pot in which the Coins
were found at Witchingham Norfolk
March 1805.'
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The coin drawn at the head of this note is a London groat of Richard III with IM sun
and rose on both sides.
The recipient of this letter, John Repton, 1775-1860, was the son of Humphrey Repton,
the celebrated landscape gardener, and was elected a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries
in 18031. The father lived at Aylsham about eight miles from Witchingham. We had hoped
to find out more evidence about this hoard from a Repton sale catalogue, but Mrs. Martin,
who has very kindly checked through the British Museum records, has been unable to find
any trace of the dispersal of his cabinet.
The hoard appears to be unpublished, so we enquired of the late Mr. R. Rainbird Clarke, F.S.A.,
the curator of the Norwich Castle Museum, whether he had found any reference to it either
in local publications or in manuscript notes and whether the pot was identifiable in the
Norwich museum. He replied that he had been unable to find any reference to the hoard
nor could the pot be identified at Norwich.
However the 'Copy of all the Inscriptions' is preserved in the minute books of the Society
of Antiquaries to whom we are indebted for permission to record the hoard here and to publish
a reproduction of the drawing of the pot. From the list in the minute book it appears that
Repton exhibited 14 coins, which did not include a Richard III groat.
Mrs. Martin has very kindly drawn our attention to one further coin from the hoard that
passed through the sale-room in 1847 in Col. Durrant's sale, lot 342. This is a groat of
Richard III, IM boar's head on both sides and said to have been 'found, with several other
Groats, under the floor of an old barn at Witchingham, in Norfolk' and to have been given
to Col. Durrant, who lived in Suffolk, by 'J. Custance, Esq.'
Adding these various scraps of information together, we get a record of 18 coins from the
hoard and, as William Repton says that he has selected for his brother one of each kind,
as far as they were available to him, the list is probably representative of the hoard as a
whole:—
EDWARD I V

1

Groat.

London.

3
4

,,
„

Bristol.
York.

2

IM
IM
IM
IM

rose (possibly einquefoil) both sides.
crown both sides.
crown both sides.
sun both sides.

RICHARD I I I

5/6 Two gold coins (angels?).
7
Groat.
London.
8
,,
„

HENRY V I I

9

Groat.

London.

10

U

12
1

Half-Groat.

Canterbury.

IM sun and rose both sides.
IM boar's head both sides.
1st coinage (?). IM rose both sides. The
rough drawing of the IM could equally be
of a cinquefoil, but the coin is, in the list,
attributed to Henry IV and so is likely to
have been of the open-crown issue.
3rd coinage. IM cross crosslet both sides.
IM doubtful.
1st or 2nd coinage. IM tun both sides.
1st or 2nd coinage. IM doubtful.
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H E N R Y V I I (cont.)
Half-Groat.
1144
London.
3rd coinage. IM pheon both sides.
15
York.
3rd coinage. Archbishop Bainbridge. Keys
under arms
Durham.
Sovereign type. Bishop Sherwood. DS under
16
Penny.
arms.
York.
17
Sovereign type. Keys under arms.
FLANDERS. CHARLES THE B O L D ( 1 4 6 7 - 7 7 ) . Double patard reading Garolus Dei Gra' Dux Burg' Co:
Fla' and Sit Nomen Domini Benedictum.
Dr. J. P. C. Kent has kindly supplied the following note on the pot:—
'The "White Stone Pot in which the Coins were found" belongs to a numerous group of
vessels made in the Rhine valley, and known by the generic name of "Siegburg ware". The
jug's small plain neck, bulbous biconical profile and broad base, together with the absence
of glaze, suggests a date in the third quarter of the 15th century. A comparable pot is shown
in a jointing by Dirk Bouts, Gastmahl des Simeon, which is dated 1460'.
The latest identifiable coin in this list is number 15 which Brooke tentatively dates from
December 1508. If this dating is sustained, a deposit early in the reign of Henry VIII, say
c. 1510, would seem indicated.
If the rather scanty account is correct and the only two gold coins in the hoard were of
Richard III, that is issued a quarter of a century before the deposit, this would suggest that
we have here a long-term savings hoard. Dr. Kent's suggestion as to the date of the pot
confirms this.
Finally we must express our indebtedness to Mr. John Hopkins, Librarian of the Society
of Antiquaries, who first drew our attention to the manuscript book in which the record of
this hoard is to be found.

