
EDWARDIAN STERLINGS IN THE MONTRAYE 
HOARD 

G . L . V. T A T L E R and B. H . I . H . S T E W A R T 

M O D E R N views of the penny coinage of Edward I, II, and III have tended to look solely 
to the work of the Fox brothers,1 not only because of the thoroughness with which they 
treated a problem that had hitherto defeated the English numismatists, but also because 
the only other considerable contribution to the subject is in an unfamiliar, though not 
inaccessible, context. 

Our researches have continually suggested that no study of Edwardian sterlings is 
complete without reference to the work of Edward Burns2 who wrote an essay on the 
English pennies in the Montrave hoard as a digression from his study of the contem-
porary Scottish coinage, for the arrangement of which he considered they provided 
important comparative material. The Foxes drew heavily on the documentary evidence 
whereas Burns had only the coins themselves upon which to establish his chronology. 
Within the hoard he found a single mule between the earlier large- and later small-
lettered issues (V/VI in the Fox classification) and from this coin he worked both for-
wards and backwards through the series until he had differentiated fifty varieties. His 
classification accords closely with the system later adopted by the Foxes, with few but 
significant exceptions. 

Since Montrave produced over 8,000 sterlings of Edward I, II, and III, and no hoard 
has been discovered this century of comparable dimensions, it is important to the study 
both of the structure of coin hoards and of the classification of Edwardian pence to 
attempt to analyse the contents of the Montrave hoard on the basis of the Fox arrange-
ment. Tables II and III present a summary of the contents of the hoard according to the 
Burns and Fox schemes respectively. 

In some instances it is possible to state with confidence that a certain group of coins 
described by Burns is the exact equivalent of one described by the Foxes. Comparison, 
however, is made difficult in cases where small variations within a group have been dis-
tinguished and separately labelled by one, but disregarded by the other. Mr. Derek Allen 
wrote that the classification of Edwardian pence is ' ultimately a matter of eye and taste'.3 

Nevertheless our tables are an earnest attempt to produce a concordance between the 
two, the Fox equivalents being deduced from the description by Burns in his text, sup-
ported by reference to his illustrations. We have used the sign = to indicate that there 
is no doubt in our minds that a given Burns group is exactly coextensive with a Fox 
group; and the sign to denote that Burns and Fox groups are broadly equivalent, 
but with qualifications. In all cases we have briefly given our reasons. Where a Burns or 

1 H. B. Earle Fox and J. Shirley Fox, 'Numismatic is generally followed, and has been adopted in this 
History of the Reigns of Edward I, II and III ' , BNJ paper. 
vols, vi-x (1910-14); a summary was later published 2 The Coinage of Scotland, 1887, i, pp. 186-220 
in NC 4th ser. xvii (1918), 'The Pennies of Edward I, and pi. A. 
II and III ' . The only material inconsistency between 3 'The Boyton Find of Edward I and II ' , NC, 5th 
the two is that the Northern variety of Class III is ser. xvi (1936), p. 116. 
labelled Hid in BNJ and Ille in NC; the BNJ usage 
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Fox class is wholly included in a class of the other classification, the sign > has its usual 
mathematical implication of greater and lesser. 

Burns classified his varieties into eight groups viz: 1-5, 6-10, 11-15, 16-21, 22-30, 
31-37, 38-42, 43-50. His grouping has the great merit that each group is a clearly de-
fined entity; all the varieties within it share common characteristics; and although vari-
eties may merge within a group, one group does not merge with the next. The groups 
agree with the Fox chronology and therefore the only dissension is within them. They 
are described and discussed by Burns in some detail, but the individual varieties in many 
instances are not, so that identification often rests entirely upon the photographic plate. 

TABLE I 

Concordance of Burns and Fox Classifications 
Remarks 

With Gothic n1 = LA; with Roman N = IC. 
Not present in M.; ? one obverse die only. 
M. contained 2 specimens with annulet on breast. 
Bust as GLVT2 fig. 2c. 
A4 without pellets in crown = GLVT fig. 2d. 
5 coins of A4 in M. with pellets in crown = GLVT fig. 2b. 

B. describes A6-10 as one group. A6 = Ilia because of drapery. B. noted that 
' the head of A8 is only a variety of that on A7'; cf. DFA, loc. cit. 

Not described by F, but illustrated by them, BNJVii (1911), pi. i, no. 11. Narrow 
face, V-shaped chin resting on long neck (cf. lib bust); crown with pearl-shaped 
ornaments; drapery either as IIIc or as Illtf; unusual h (fig. 1). (PI. V. 1.) 

Unnoticed by Fox; variety of All (same 'h ' ) with new bust and shorter hair; 
crown with spear-shaped ornaments. (PI. V. 2.) 

Labelled by F, in BNJ as Ille, but as llld in NC 1917 (the Northern mints 
variety). 

B. found A14 and 15 inseparable, i.e. no exact dividing line, but his illustrated 
examples = IIIc and Illrf respectively. 2 Durham coins have reverse of A5. 
(Fox 116). 

Described together by B. and by implication inseparable; but he notes 4 varieties 
of contractive marks, and both slender and full-bodied s (all 5 Chester coins in 
M. had slender s) A16+ 17 include all known mints of Illg-. 

B. notes the characteristic 'unusual development of the nose'. 
A19 described as having A both barred and unbarred, and being first occasion of 

use of comma-shaped contractive marks. A20+21 (described as with comma 
after R connected to tail of that letter) considered by B. as same class with 
larger and smaller versions of one style of head. 

I \ b certainly included since 3 out of 5 Durham coins have cross moline in reverse 
quarter. 

A23+24 described as one coinage by B., A23 having barred A, A24 unbarred A 
and pellet before obverse inscription. 

A25+26 described as one coinage by B., A25 having barred A, A26 unbarred A 
and pellet before obverse inscription. 

A27+ 28 described as 'of the same coinage' A27 of London and Canterbury' only 
with 3 pellets on breast; A28 of Durham and Bury St. Edmunds only, with 
breast plain. IVe of Durham unknown to F. 

A29+30 described together, with single (sometimes two) pellet on breast. One 
London variety said to have head as A25+26. The key mule (Durham) was 
used to illustrate A30. 

3 coins in M. without rose on breast possibly early Fox VI (see PI. V. 6). 

Burns Fox 
A1 = I a + I c 
— lb 
A2 < Id 
A3} _ Ila 
A41 - Ila 
A4 d 
A5 = lib 
A6 = Ilia) 
A7-10 = I I I 6 J 
A l l — 

A12 — 

A13 = Ille 

A14 = IIIc 1 
A15 = llldj 

A161 = Ills-
A171 

A18 = I I I / 
A19-21 =£= IVa-c 

A22 IVa-c 

A23 === IVa-c 
A24 < 1 Vd 
A25 — IVa-c 
A26 < I yd 
A27 < IVel 
A28 < IVe/ 

A29l = V 
A30j 

A31 ^ V I I 
1 English numismatic literature almost always (in-

explicably) refers to the Gothic n as Lombardic. 
2 G. L. V. Tatler, 'A Note on the Transition 
C 1376 G 

between Types I and II of the Pennies of Edward I ' , 
BNJ xxviii, p. 290; on p. 293, in Appendix A, 'fig. 3b, 
3c, 3d' should read 'fig. 2b, 2c, 2d\ 
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Burns Fox Remarks 
A32 =^=VI London only; see note above on A31. 
A33+34 < VIII Noted by B. for contractive marks. 
A35+36 — IXa Described together by B., sometimes with star on breast and sometimes without. 

Some coins without star may be late VIII. 
A37 = I Xb 6 Durham coins with reverse of A36. 
A38 > Xa Includes 13 London and 5 Canterbury reading EDWRR (usually ascribed to Xb). 
A39 — X6 See note above on A38. 
A40 < Xc- / 1st bust (see below and Fig. 2). 
A41 < Xc-f 2nd bust (see below and Fig. 3). 
A42 ?= Xf See below, discussed in text. 
A43 < Xc-f 3rd bust (see below and Fig. 4). 
A44 — XI a+b Includes coins of Bek and Kellawe; mainly XIa but B. noted coins with sharp-

backed E (i.e. XIZ>). 
A45 < XIb Sharp-backed E. 
A46 > XIc+XII Coins with lop-topped A = XIc; with peculiar crown = XII (B's ill.). But A46 

(+XIII) is plentiful whilst XIc+XII are very scarce, therefore some of XIII definitely 
(e.g. Beaumont) and possibly some of XI6 are included. 

A47 ^ X I I I l There is no sharp dividing line between XIII/XIV; a number of coins do not dis-
A48 = XIVJ play the characteristic features of one or the other class exclusively. 
A49 == XVa-c Coins with very large E indicate presence of XVc, but Durham/London mules 

infer XIV also. 2 Canterbury coins with Gothic ' n ' on reverse indicate X W or 
XVc/XVrf mules, while the York coin might be similar to the X W coin de-
scribed and illustrated by F. (PI. XI, fig. 14) and considered by them unique. 

A50 < X W 

The foregoing lists require some comment, although we shall reserve detailed dis-
cussion until a later occasion. 

Many have found it impossible to sub-divide Fox group IV into a, b, and c.1 Burns 
entertained the possibility that the pellet was placed on A24 and A26 to indicate that 
they were subsequent coinages to A23 and A25, in which case A23 may have been of 
contemporaneous issue with A25, and A24 with A26. There are analogous instances in 
other classes to support this idea. 

The Foxes considered Ic and Id were parallel issues,2 and, of five 'VI/V' mules that 
we have examined, three of the obverses3 are of a variety which the Foxes called Via, 
and two4 of a type more akin to VII6, but without the rose on the breast, and even similar 
to certain early Fox VIII coins. On PI. V we illustrate both varieties of 'VI/V' mule 
(nos. 3 and 5) alongside true coins from the same obverse dies (nos. 4 and 6). Difficulties 
in accepting the Fox VI-VII-VIII pattern as it stands have recently been admitted,5 and 
the Burns arrangement of A31-32-33-34 is significant in this context. Identification of 
a parallel series of coins throughout the series might explain a number of problems. 

It seems just possible that they were the products of separate officinae, which might 
even have coincided with, for instance, some such distinction as that drawn in the mint 
accounts between English and foreign silver.6 However, the division may have been due 
to no more than the convenience of internal administration at the mint. Some similar 
explanation is apparently needed to account for the remarkable exclusiveness of Burns 

1 e.g. D. F. Allen discussing the Boyton hoard, loc. 
cit.; and C. A. Whitton, English Pence 1279-1489 in 
Notes on English Silver Coins 1066-1648 (ed. Seaby), 
p. 31. 

2 BNJ vii (1911), p. 107. 
3 (a) BM, Bootham hoard; (b) F. Elmore Jones 

collection; (c) C. E. Blunt coll. (PI. V. 3). 

4 (a) BM, Newminster hoard (PI. V. 5); (b) 
G. L. V. Tatler collection. 

5 e.g. by Mr. P. Woodhead, in a paper read to the 
British Numismatic Society on 28 Apr. 1959. 

6 C. G. Crump and C. Johnson, 'Tables of Bullion 
coined under Edward I, II and III', NC, 4th ser. xiii 
(1913). 
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groups I and II in the Scottish coinage of Alexander III.1 Each of these groups contains 
three classes which are heavily muled between each other within the groups, but in only 
one case does there seem to be an interchange of dies between the groups, a situation 
reminiscent of the relationship between Fox Ic and Id in the English series. 

Another case in which subsequent numismatists have been consistently unable to 
apply a Fox system of subdivision is class Xc-f.2 On the basis of work done on the Whit-
tonstall hoard,3 a new system of busts has been evolved in order to split this very con-
siderable group. As indicated in the lists, it happens to accord admirably with the Burns 
classification. 

* x A / 
FIG. 1. FIG. 2. 

FIG. 3. FIG. 4. 

The first bust (PI. V. 11) is similar to that employed on many coins of Fox Xb 
(PI. V. 9) but with a new crown (Fig. 2). We have discovered a coin (PI. V. 10) reading 
EDWARA (i.e. Xc-f) with the first bust, but with the old crown of Xb, which thus stands 
as transitional between Xb and A40. 

The second bust (PI. V. 12) has a larger, oval face, sometimes with a swelling on the 
nose, and large curly locks of hair. It has a new crown (Fig. 3). 

The third bust (PI. V. 13) has a spade-shaped face with yet a different crown (Fig. 4). 
Obverses with this bust are found muled with XI reverses (PL V. 14), and we illustrate 
a further important transitional coin, of which the obverse combines straight-sided XI 
lettering with this third bust, while the reverse has the normal lettering of X with 
concave sides (PI. V. 15). 

A scarce variety with a stout initial cross pattee, and a bust similar to that of Fox XI, 
is sometimes found muled with XI reverses (PI. V. 16). Burns labels this A42, and 
though the Fox plates do not exhibit an obvious consistency in their labelling of sub-
classes of X, we believe that it should be associated with their X f . 

Burns considered that Edward II came to the throne during the currency of A43 (Fox 
Xc-f, 3rd bust). The Foxes, on their interpretation of the Durham coins, suggest that Xe 

1 Besides Burns's exposition, see also, for the classi- citt. (p. 80, n. 3 and p. 82, n. 1). 
fication, R. H. M. Dolley and Ian Stewart, 'The 1953 3 Discovered on 13 Jan. 1958. A detailed report by 
Bootham Treasure Trove', BNJ xxvii (1955), pp. Mr. Dolley and Mr. Tatler is appearing in the current 
285-6, but the discussion on pp. 284-5 should be number of Archaeologia /Eliana. We are indebted to 
disregarded. Mr. Dolley for allowing us to make use of the material 

2 Again see D. F. Allen and C. A. Whitton, locc. in this paper. 
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and X / were in issue at the end of Edward I's reign,1 but that XI followed early in the 
new reign.2 There is, however, good reason for believing that X continued for some years 
into the reign of Edward II. 

In the first place, Mr. Blunt has convincingly dated Berwick coins of his class V, 
which correspond exactly to London coins of XI<3, to the winter of 1310.3 The Berwick 
coins show the crown in its earliest form, before the small dexter ornament began to 
break. It is unlikely that the early period of class XI, before this defect developed, lasted 
for three years or more. 

The Whittonstall hoard, which contained coins in mint condition of Bishop Kellawe, 
granted temporalities on 20 May 1311, was perhaps buried late in that year. The local 
mint of Durham (Whittonstall is only fifteen miles away) supplied the overwhelming 
majority of the most recent class, XI, whereas the southern mints of London and Canter-
bury predominate, as from volume of mint output they should, in the previous class, X. 
The figures are as follows: 

Class X Class XI 
Durham 104 89 (18 of Kellawe) 
London 249 11 (including 3 mules with X) 
Canterbury 169 4 

The implication is that coins of the new class, unlike those of X, had not yet had time 
to travel northwards in any numbers, and that in 1311 it had not therefore been under 
way for very long. 

But the most emphatic evidence of all is that of the bullion figures. From Michaelmas 
1302 (the start of X, when the provincial mints began to be closed) to Mich. 1307 some 
240,000 lb. of silver were struck at the London mint, and in the next two years (the 
accounts for 1309-11 are not preserved) some 163,000 lb. Class XI probably covers the 
last year of the period for which the accounts are missing, and may easily have lasted 
until 1314. Yet if it lasted only until 1311, which Whittonstall renders highly improbable, 
the total bullion attributable to the period 1307-11, that covered by XI according to the 
Fox chronology, must have amounted to some 200,000 lb. at London, even if the pres-
sure of coining was much reduced during the two years of missing accounts. As against 
the bullion total of 240,000 lb. for the period of X according to the Fox arrangement, 
this ought to result in London coins of XI being nearly as common in hoards as those of 
X. But in the Boyton hoard there were 906 of London X and 187 of XI, in the Bootham 
hoard 116 of X and 32 of XI, and in Montrave of true Fox X (i.e. A38-43, and excluding 
X/XI mules) there were no less than 1,728 as against a maximum of 391 for class XI 
(A44-46, not allowing any of A46 to be of Fox XII or XIII). The discrepancy is 
heightened by the fact that XI is the later class, and its survival rate calculated per 
pound of bullion coined should be if anything slightly higher than that of X. 

We believe therefore that XI should be dated not much earlier than the end of 1310. 
In XII, Canterbury coins for the first time become commoner than those of London. In 
1313/14 London struck some 30,000 lb. against nearly 35,000 at Canterbury during the 
last six months of the period only. In 1314/15 London struck less than 12,000, Canterbury 

1 BNJ x (1914), p. 96. under Edward I, II and III', NC 5th ser. xi (1931), 
2 BNJix (1913), p. 193. p. 28; and see Ian Stewart, The Scottish Coinage, 1955, 
3 C. E. Blunt, 'The Mint of Berwick-on-Tweed Appendix I. 
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more than 20,000 lb. Class XII is rare, and must have been followed very soon by XIII 
which on the evidence of Boyton and Bootham was about six times as abundant at both 
mints. In XIII, Canterbury coins are about twice as common as London, which would 
accord well with the known output for 1314/15. Figures available for XII are too small 
to be a reliable guide, but it too belongs to a period after London had taken second 
place. It looks as if XI lasted about three or four years until c. 1314, when it was followed 
by XII and XIII in quick succession. 

To the problems of coin-survival and detailed classification in this series we hope to 
return after we have carried our investigation further. 

L I S T O F C O I N S I L L U S T R A T E D O N P L A T E V 

1. London, Burns A 11 (GLVT). 
2. „ A 12 (GLVT). 
3. ,, Fox VI/V (Mr. C. E. Blunt's collection; formerly in J. Shirley-Fox collection and illus-

trated in the Fox article in BNJ, pi. vii, no. 11). 
4. ,, Fox Via, from the same obv. die as no. 3 (Mr. K. A. Jacob's collection). 
5. ,, Fox 'VI ' /V (BM, Newminster hoard). 
6. ,, Fox 'VI ' , from the same obv. die as no. 5 (BM, ex Lawrence, 1950). 
7. ,, Fox VI, antler crown, double-barred N in DNS (GLVT). 
8. ,, Fox VIII, the face being put in from the same punch as that of no. 7, with a small cut 

between the sinister eye and hair (GLVT). 
9. „ Fox Xb, obv. only (BHIHS). 

10. ,, 1st bust, crown of Fox Xb, Edwa R Angl, obv. only, overstruck on rev. of an earlier coin 
(BHIHS). 

11. „ 1st bust, Fox Xc-f, obv. only (GLVT). 
12. „ 2nd bust, Fox Xc-f, obv. only (GLVT). 
13. Canterbury, 3rd bust, Fox Xc-/ (GLVT). 
14. London, obv. 3rd bust, Fox Xc-f, rev. Fox XI (BHIHS). 
15. ,, obv. 3rd bust, straight-sided lettering of Fox XI, rev. lettering (e.g. L, N) hollow-sided of 

Fox X, though with straight-sided i's (GLVT). 
16. „ obv. Burns A 42 = ? Fox Xf rev. Fox XI (BHIHS). 

We are indebted to the Keeper of Coins, British Museum, Mr. C. E. Blunt and Mr. 
K. A. Jacob for allowing their coins to be used for illustrations; to the Keeper for supply-
ing plaster casts (all except no. 4, kindly provided by the Fitzwilliam Museum); and to 
Mr. Blunt and Mr. Dolley who have read through the paper and discussed with us 
various problems presented by the series. 
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TABLE II 

Contents of the Montrave Hoard as Classified by Bums 

A l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14) 
15/ 
1 6 ) 
17/ 
18 
19 
20 \ 
21/ 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

a -§ 
a c> 
59 
18 
25 
61 

106 
11 

2 
2 
5 

23 

U 

1 
12 42 

"l 

i 

5 

a a I $ 

222 52 64 

175 66 38 4 
20 3 9 
15 10 i 
86 48 10 

114 55 3 
23 19 
68 45 

107 34 
54 53 
60 17 

37 14 

18 4 
10 
67 
30 1 
13 7 ' i 

105 16 2 
412 104 13 
144 53 3 
190 122 6 
757 416 32 
555 267 31 
85 89 32 
99 39 8 

260 151 37 
45 42 6 
86 156 18 
46 87 38 

103 180 66 
33 37 24 

3 1 1 
4,362 2,206 215 343 

Li 

S a 
t a C) 

26 
4 

20 

"l 
8 
5 

4 

9 
68 
23 
25 
74 

139 
9 

17 
87 

8 
42 
18 
31 
28 

•5 § 
a 
>5 

a sj £ 
£ 

25 
42 

44 
7 

£ 

25 

'i 
26 

72 
5 

60 
17 
4 

10 668 15 17 93 106 

1 
1 

194 

a 
£ 

1,229 
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TABLE III 

Contents of the Montrave Hoard Arranged According to the Fox Classification 

o a 

| s c 

£5 
?S 

£ 5 cq O 
la 2 
I b 
I c 57 
Id 23 
Ua 81 i 
11 b 106 12 42 
1II6/II 1 1 
Ilia 11 
1116 11 '3 "2 
IIIc\ 
II Id) 222 52 64 
Ille 
III / 20 '3 '9 
Hfc 175 66 38 
A 11 5 
A 12 23 2 '5 
IVa-c 345 166 is 
I Vd 122 98 
IVe 60 17 ' 3 
V 37 14 1 
V/VI 
VI 10 
VII 18 '4 i 
VIII 97 1 1 
IXa 118 23 3 
I Xb 412 101 13 
lXb/X 3 
Xa/lXb 74 
Xb/lXb 27 
Xc-f/lXb 1 
Xa 57 48 3 
Xb 176 127 6 
Xc-f 1 756 416 32 
Xc-f 2 555 267 31 
Xc-f 3 99 39 8 
X / 85 89 32 
XIa + 6 305 193 43 
XIc+XII(+) 86 156 18 
XIII 46 87 38 
XIV 103 180 66 
XVa-c 33 35 24 
XVd 3 3 1 

4.362 2,206 2?5 343 10 

14 

i 
4 

26 

20 

19 

4 
1 
1 

9 
67 
1 

23 
25 
74 

139 
17 
9 

95 
42 
18 
31 
28 

668 

3 

42 

"l 
44 

25 

25 

33 
5 

72 
2 

20 
40 

17 
4 

15 17 93 106 194 

a 
£ 
2 

57 
23 
82 

199 
2 

11 
50 

389 
123 
41 

352 
5 

30 
545 
320 
84 
53 
1 

10 
23 
99 

153 
759 
44 
74 
27 
1 

148 
338 

1,278 
992 
163 
215 
636 
302 
189 
380 
120 

9 
8^229 
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