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A . T H E D I S C O V E R Y A N D T H E C O N T A I N E R 

ON 23 November 1959 a hoard of several hundred coins was discovered on 
the' Roman Field', Lakenheath. This field has a long history from an archaeo-
logical point of view. When this land was acquired in 1930, we were told that 
very numerous coins and sherds of pottery, including Samian, had been found 
there over many years, hence its name. I was given a handful of coins from 
the site ranging from a third brass of Philip I to a silver siliqua of Honorius. 
In the adjoining field to the south, now known as the Rearing Field, there 
was a copse 'Sandy Plantation', the findplace in the last century of the well-
known Lakenheath Celtic ' dragonesque' brooch, now in the Ashmolean 
Museum.1 

These two fields, on the very edge of the Breckland, were uncultivated in 
1930 and formed a warren for numerous rabbits. In 1940 shallow ploughing 
was started. In 1934 a habitation site, half a mile to the south-east, was ex-
plored by A. S. R. Gell.2 The pedestal bases and rims showing Belgic in-
fluence suggested a date either late in the first century B.C. or early in the 
first century A.D. In 1945 a trench for cables was dug across the Rearing Field, 
disclosing a small pit packed with Samian sherds of second-century date (4 
potters' marks) and many sherds of first-century pottery.3 In 1948-50 exca-
vation of that part of the Rearing Field adjoining the Roman Field led to the 
discovery of remains of buildings, probably a farmhouse with adjacent hut. 
Coins, Tetricus I to Theodosius, dated this settlement to the third and fourth 
centuries. In the space between the buildings was a perfect fantail brooch, 
dated by Mr. M. R. Hull to A.D. 65—85.4 It appeared that the early small 
Roman settlement was confined to the Rearing Field and that there was a 
larger settlement in the third and fourth centuries covering adjoining western 
corners of the two fields, about 10 acres altogether. In 1954 deeper ploughing 
in the north-east corner of the Roman Field brought up patches of black soil 
with many Iron Age A sherds, some finger printed. Seventeen patches were 
excavated.5 In 1957 still deeper ploughing on the northern outskirts of the 
later Roman settlement disclosed sherds of a large grey Face Urn, 14 in. in 
height. It is now fully restored and deposited in the Mildenhall Museum. It is 
similar to the third- and fourth-century Face Urns at Colchester.6 A month 
later a kiln was discovered, packed with hundreds of grey sherds, between the 
Urn site and the settlement. Five fourth-century coins were in the excavation 
soil.7 

1 Vict. County Hist. Stiff, i. 272. 
2 A. S. R. Gell, Proc. Camb. Ant. Soc., xlii. 112. 
3 G. Briscoe, ibid. xii. 67. 
1 G. Briscoe, I'roc. Stiff. Inst. Arch, xxvi, p. 2, p. 69. 
5 Ibid, xxvii, pt. 1, p. 43. 6 Ibid., pt. 3, p. 176. 7 Ibid., p. 182. 
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In the last few years single prehistoric coins have been found in Lakenheath 
Fen, viz. a silver denarius of Appius Claudius and Titus Mallius (TL705855), 
a silver denarius of moneyer c PULCHER R (TL693846), a silver Icenian coin 
associated with a pedestal jar (TL697846). 

The hoard of Icenian coins was found near the middle of the Roman Field 
on the eastern outskirts of the fourth-century settlement (TL728833). William 

i 1 
I I N . 

F i g . 1 

Mackender, ploughing a little deeper than usual, about 9 in., stopped as soon 
as he saw he had thrown out the base of a pot, picked it up and a shower of 
coins fell out. He sent an urgent message to me and together we gathered over 
400 coins, gold and silver, from the soil. The smaller silver coins were all 
stained green. Knowing well the angle and distance objects are thrown by the 
plough, we were able to locate the spot from which the base had come, a small 
depression in the surface of the chalk. At this point there is a small rise in the 
level of the underlying chalk and the plough had sheared an inch or two from 
the chalk surface, tipping out the base a yard away and smashing the body and 
rim. 

The pot must have been lying on its side as green coin stains could be seen 



217 A N I C E N I A N C O I N H O A R D F R O M L A K E N H E A T H , S U F F O L K 

on the interior surface of the neck sherds, yet when restored the coins only 
filled about one-third of its capacity. The sherds showed new and old frac-
tures. Practically all the newly broken sherds fitted together to form a longi-
tudinal half, giving a full profile (Fig. 1). The find was reported to the police 
the same day, an inquest was held on 15 December and the coins declared 
treasure trove. 

During the interval before the inquest the surrounding ploughed soil was 
searched and over thirty more coins were found, none of them more than a 
yard away from the depression where the pot had lain. Clearing the depres-
sion showed that there was a hole in the chalk about 7 in. deep filled with 
sand and chalk rubble. In the wall of the hole there was a small coin which 
had stained the adjacent sand green showing that it must have come from an 
ancient breakage. Another coin was in the bottom of the hole. About a dozen 
coins were found in the undisturbed soil below plough level, pointing to the 
same conclusion. 

After the inquest the soil in the unploughed part adjacent to the hole was 
searched and nine more green coins found on the surface of the chalk. These 
coins again must have been spilt from the first breakage. 

The pot is a butt beaker with a pedestal base, 8J in. high. Externally and 
internally the colour is a sandy brown with a dark fabric. Horizontal grooves 
frame faint vertical combings between these lines. This form is frequently 
found at Colchester and is regarded as pre-invasion in date. 

I am greatly indebted to Mr. Graham Pollard of the Fitzwilliam Museum 
for his advice and help. 

G.M.B. 

B. T H E C O I N S 

(a) Roman 

There were 67 Roman silver denarii in the find, 41 of the Republic and 26 
of the Empire. They were identified as follows: 

( a ) R e p u b l i c 

Sydenham No. Wt. Sydenham No. Wt. Sydenham No. Wt. 
574a 3-31 gm. 748 3-06 gm. 985 3-52 gm. 
601 3-48 769 3-82 985 3-63 
615 3-32 JJ 3-49 1002 3-42 
684 3-87 774 3-39 1006 3-87 
684c 3-57 111 3-93* 1060 3-67 
700 3-57 785 3-36 1181 3-49 
712 3-39 787 3-34 1228 3-67 

3-22 808 3-83 1235 3-73 
713b 3-69 879 3-60 1236 1-64 

3-80* 890 3-52 1239 3-36 
718 3-52 919a 3-53 1280 3-31 
724a 3-57 »? 3-70 1331 3-67 

739 3-51 932 3-64 1334 2-75 

>5 3-69 
959 3-59 
* Uncleaned. 
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(b) E m p i r e 

R.I.C. No. Wt. R.l.C. No. Wt. 
Tib. 3 (16) 3-33 gm. 

R.I.C. No. Wt. 
Tib. 3 3-73 gm. Aug. 3 3-55 gm. 

255 3-44 
350 (6) 3-64 

3-54 
3-53 
3-54 
3-51 
3-54 
3-58 
3-86 
3-73 

3-63 
3-89 
3-49 
3-75 
3-36 
3-65 

3-44 
3-67 
2-80 
2-44 
3-36 Cat. 10 3-78 

16 3-59 

It has been thought worth while to record all the weights, for they demon-
strate a remarkable consistency. It is clear that to the Ancient British hoarder 
it was the amount of metal which was important, not the condition of the 
coins which range from very worn, almost illegible pieces of Republican 
moneyers to extremely fine denarii of Tiberius and Caligula. The hoarder was 
also concerned to ascertain that the coins were of good metal for only eight 
of the Republican denarii show no trace of having been tested for metal 
content by small cuts from a sharp tool. One coin (S 919a, wt. 3-70) has had 
a small hole drilled almost through the centre of the coin. Of the eight pieces 
with no sign of a test mark four are legionary denarii of Antony, though after 
more than sixty years of circulation the poor reputation of these coins must 
have been widespread. One of them (1236) in fact proves to be a plated coin 
with, unusually, a core of iron.1 

None of the imperial denarii show test marks, though one coin (Aug. 350, 
wt. 3-36) is now seen to be a plated piece. This is certainly a plated coin 
which is definitely not an official issue, for, though of quite good style, it has 
a blundered obverse inscription ending P A T T R P A T R I A I . 

The earliest Republican denarius is of the moneyer L. Memmius Galeria 
and was issued about 102 B.C. The latest Roman coins in the hoard are the 
two denarii of the emperor Caligula, both issued in the first year of his reign, 
A.D. 34. 

The 415 Ancient British coins, all but two of them Icenian, may be listed 
summarily as follows. A full report based on a detailed die-study will be 
undertaken in due course by Mr. D. F. Allen, F.S.A., who has assisted with 
this provisional classification. Before the hoard left the British Museum, too, 
the opportunity was taken of photographing the whole hoard, the weights of 
the individual coins being recorded at the same time. References are to R. P. 
Mack's The Coinage of Ancient Britain. 

R.A.G.C. 
(b) Ancient British Coins 

A . G o l d 
Wis. 

(grains) 
Average 

wt. 
Mack 207 

418 
2 85-0, 84-4 

82-9 
3 

1 Iron has been recorded as the core of two plated Orichalcum coins of Gordian III. N.C. 
1951, p. 132. 
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B . S i l v e r 
Wts. Average 

(,grains) wt. 
Mack 408 3 18-7, 18-3, 17-4 

409 18 19-2 <-> 15-8 18-0 
413 88 20-6 <-» 17-8 19-1 
415 2 18-7, 14-9 
420 72 23-4 <-> 12-1 18-4 
423 8 19-4 <-> 18-1 18-8 
423 var. 3 19-4, 19-0, 17-1 
424 36 19-7 <-> 17-4 18-8 
424 var. 13 19-8 <-> 18-0 19-5 
425 29 20-7 <-> 16-7 18-9 
426 5 19-6 <-> 16-9 18-7 
427 36 20-0 16-9 19-3 
428 5 21 -0 <-> 18-6 19-6 
429 8 20-3 <-» 17-1 19-0 
432 7 20-2 <-> 16-5 18-6 
433 2 19-3, 18-0 
434 3 19-7, 19-0, 17-5 

Uncertain 
Uncleaned 

611 
121 

412 

(All of classes 419-29?) 

3 A / + 4 1 2 / R = 415 

As will be seen this hoard belongs to the same grouping as those from Honing-
ham, Santon Downham, Weston, and Wimblington (cf. B.N.J, xxviii, i (1955), 
pp. 1-10), but this is not the place to enter into the controversial question of 
their relative dates. The new find seems to be the first mixed gold and silver 
hoard to be described, trifling though as is the representation of the former. 
The Mack 418 A N T E D stater is, of course, a great rarity, and, perhaps sig-
nificantly, proves to be from the same dies as the hitherto unique (?) British 
Museum specimen which is without hoard-provenance. In the same way the 
three specimens of Mack 434 reading C A M V L D V R O seem to double the 
total of recorded coins of this variety. Probably, though, the chief interest of 
the hoard will be found to lie in the presence of Roman denarii in such sub-
stantial numbers. Hitherto the numismatist has had to ponder the anomaly 
presented by the presence of two Imperial dupondii in the hoard from Santon 
Downham and of three Republican denarii in that from Weston, though it 
must be confessed that the new hoard poses problems of its own. On any 
telling the Lakenheath find is unlikely to have been deposited much before 
the Icenian revolt of A.D. 47-48, and there is thus a gap of some dozen years 
between the date of the latest Roman coin and that of the hoard's concealment. 

Some 463 coins formed the subject of the treasure trove inquest held at 
Lakenheath on 15 December 1959. They were sent to the British Museum for 
examination, and in due course sold to the Fitzwilliam Museum, the finder 
receiving their full market value as an ex gratia reward. Eighteen coins sub-
sequently recovered by Lady Briscoe, three Roman denarii and fifteen 
Icenian silver coins, have been presented by her to the Fitzwilliam Museum, 
and in this way an important hoard has been preserved intact for posterity 
in a university teaching collection where it will be available for detailed study 
under ideal conditions. R.H.M.D. 
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