
DISTINGUISHING M A R K S ON T H E L A T E R 

ISSUES OF D A V I D II 

By JAMES DAVIDSON, F.S.A. SCOT. 

SOME short time before his death the late Mr. H. J. Dakers handed 
me some notes with regard to certain special marks which are found 
on the later issues of groats, half-groats, and pennies of David II. 
I have endeavoured to pursue this subject and to add further facts 
which undoubtedly would have been much more complete if he had 
been enabled to finish his investigation. 

The valuable papers1 by Dr. Lawrence on the coinage of Edward III 
tell us how the trials of the pyx in that reign were ordered to be carried 
out; that they were " t o be held once every three months and direc-
tions were usually given that the officer concerned was bound at his 
peril to make 'une prive signe en toutes les monoies' of gold and 
silver worked by him so that he might know which were his and which 
were not" . Previously the trials of the pyx had apparently been 
somewhat spasmodic, but now they were put on a more regular foot-
ing in that they were held every three months. In order that a 
moneyer's work could be identified it would be necessary that some 
secret sign be placed on the different denominations of the money. 
Because of the frequency of the trials, these signs or privy marks 
must have been various and numerous, as suggested by Lawrence. 
There might be variations in the wording, the letters, the stops, or the 
initial mark. All such variations could be reckoned as privy marks, 
and in addition some particular mark could be placed on the coin 
such as the lis which is found on the reverse of Edward III nobles 
and half-nobles towards the 1351-60 period. In brief, it has been 
established that every coin bore a privy mark which was changed 
every three months. 

When we turn to the corresponding coinage of Scotland, such as 
certain of the groats, half-groats, and pennies of David II, again do 
we find particular marks such as the letter " D " in different positions 
on the reverse, the mark + , and pellets. What is the meaning of such 
marks ? Have they been placed there to serve the same purpose as 
those privy marks which have been referred to in the coinage of 
Edward III ? 

In discussing such marks let us first of all look at the relationship 
between the coinage of Scotland and that of England. David II was 
captured at the battle of Neville's Cross in 1346—a battle which has 
been ranked as one of the national disasters of Scotland. He remained 
a prisoner in England for eleven years. During this time he must have 
been influenced by English customs and it is said that he showed 
a decided leaning towards England. No doubt this would also apply 
to the English currency, as up to his reign pennies, halfpennies, and 

1 Num. Chron., 5th Series, vol. vi, 1926, pp. 417 et seq. 
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farthings had been the only currency in Scotland. Groats, half-groats, 
and a gold coinage had not as yet appeared as part of the national 
currency. However, it was during his reign and almost certainly after 
his release from captivity in 1357 that groats, half-groats, and gold 
nobles appeared for the first time in the coinage of Scotland, the style 
of the noble being remarkably similar to that of England. In that 
year a charter was conferred upon one Adam Torr, who as mint-master 
carried out a great new coinage. Such a coinage would also be neces-
sary to assist in the payment of the ransom demanded by Edward 
for the release of the Scottish king. This was 100,000 marks, which 
Burns computed as equal to £66,666. 13s. 4d., and according to him 
represented £165,001. 9s. 4^. of modern money. The ransom was only 
paid with great difficulty and was not finally settled until some years 
after David's death. In 1355 the English had apparently complained 
of the state of the Scottish coinage and had issued a proclamation 
forbidding anyone to receive Scottish money except ad verum valorem 
eiusdem. It was stated that the money lately coined in Scotland was 
less in weight and coarser in alloy than the old money of that realm. 
This coinage comprised the pennies, halfpennies, and farthings of 
the R6X SdOTTORUm type which are assigned to the early part of 
David's reign, and which constitute the first coinage. The pennies 
were certainly of defective weight, but an assay of a specimen has 
shown it to be of the same standard as the English money. The new 
Scottish coinage was to be of the same quality and weight as that of 
England, viz. 11 oz. 2 dwt. fine, the penny weighing 18 gr. and the 
groat 72 gr. 

English or rather foreign moneyers and artists who had been 
employed in English mints were used. The chief moneyer at the 
commencement of the new coinage was James Mulekyn of Florence. 
A Donatus or Donate Mulekyn was also employed, probably later 
than James. A t the time that he was mentioned there appears the 
name of Bonagius, who again was of Florence. This Bonagius appears 
to have worked at the Scottish mint for thirty years, and is of interest, 
as previous to his employment at the Scottish mint he had been 
money er at the episcopal mint of Durham. There he apparently 
got into debt to the Lord Prior and had to leave, perhaps somewhat 
suddenly. His lands and crops were confiscated. This occurred about 
1363 or 1364. These moneyers no doubt would thus introduce methods 
of identification of the money similar to those already in use in Eng-
land. It is thus seen that there were numerous factors which would 
tend to influence and bring about a certain similarity between this 
new coinage and that of the neighbouring kingdom. 

From now onwards until the end of the reign, David's coinage shows 
three principal varieties of head. These are the well-known Small 
Head, the Intermediate Head, and the Robert II style of head. Burns 
has subdivided the type with the Intermediate Head into three 
varieties. The only known mints are those of Edinburgh and Aberdeen. 

The Small Head is attributed to the earlier coinage, and here 
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ornaments in the treasures, between the words, or at the ends of the 
legends were no doubt used for the purpose of making it possible to 
check the dates of the issue for some form of government trial. These 
are as follows: 

1. Trefoils in the arcs of the tressure. Rosettes between the words 
on the obverse. Saltires on the reverse. 

2. Trefoils in the arcs of the tressure. Saltires between the words 
on both the obverse and reverse. 

3. Rosettes in the arcs of the tressure. Saltires between the words 
on both the obverse and the reverse. 

4. Pellets in the arcs of the tressure. Saltires between the words. 
5. Plain tressure (sometimes of six, sometimes of seven arcs). Sal-

tires between the words. 
6. Plain tressure. Crosses between the words. 
7. Similar, but with privy mark of mullet of five points at end of 

obverse legend. 
8. Similar, but with privy mark of lis at end of obverse legend. 

All the above types with the exception of (2) are found in Burns, who 
does not appear to have met with this type. The following groat is 
in the collection of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland (Cat. no. 29) 
and a specimen is also in the writer's collection: 

Obv. *D7TUID*Dei*6R7?*ReX><SC(OTORUm* 
*DRS*P* TectTOR TTTORflQS 

VIII I! 7t QD IHBV Ren 

A saltire is present at the free ends of both lower spandrels. 
There are some variations in the placing of the saltires or crosses 

between the words. Sometimes they may be absent, sometimes addi-
tional ones are added between the letters on the reverse. Variations 
are also found with regard to the numbers; usually they are single 
throughout the legend, but at times there may be double crosses i or 
saltires Legends may also contain both single and double crosses 
as Burns, Fig. 258. At the end of the obverse legend there may be 
quadruple saltires S* (Burns, Fig. 252, no. 6) or triple saltires ** 
(Burns, Fig. 253). There may be a mixture of saltires and crosses as 
Burns, Fig. 257 and Fig. 262 B. 

A variation in the letters 7? and V also occurs in this series. It may 
be only in one word on the obverse such as the 7? or V in DHVID, or 
may be in a word on the reverse. The H may be barred or unbarred. 
It may assume the ornamental form H barred or unbarred. Occasion-
ally the V may be ornamental—U. 

This early coinage was presumably that of James Mulekyn and was 
replaced by the coinage with what is known as the Intermediate 
Head. This, as already mentioned, has been subdivided into a first, 
second, and third variety by Burns. The letter D now appears on the 
reverse in the majority of the different types and only on those minted 
at Edinburgh. None are known with this letter from the Aberdeen 
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mint. It is, however, interesting to note that in Spink's Numismatic 
Circular, vol. xxix, 1921, col. 404, there is a record of a David II groat 
of the Small Head type and corresponding to Burns, Fig. 261, with 
a d in the third quarter of the reverse, although it is not mentioned 
in which part of the quarter. It would thus appear that this d was 
used at an earlier date than was supposed by Burns. Burns, Fig. 261, 
and those of similar types no doubt belong to the latest issues of the 
Small Head groats and this coin with the d on the reverse would seem 
to form a link between the later issues of the Small Head and the 
Intermediate Head series. 

The great seal of David II (see above) shows a d in the field on the 
king's left on the obverse. What does the letter mean ? Could it have 
been used as David's badge ? No doubt it represents the royal initial.1 

When it is thus found on the great seal, this would explain its meaning 
on the coinage. In the past there have been various suggestions as to 
its meaning because of the uncertainty as to what this letter repre-
sented. Initial letters have appeared with comparative frequency on 
the Scottish coinage and their significance has been discussed by 
H. J. Dakers in a previous paper2 to this Society. Moneyer's initial 
letters have no doubt been placed on the coinage. On a halfpenny 
of David II shown to this Society in 1937 b y the late Mr. H. J. 
Dakers,3 there is the letter I in one of the quarters of the reverse and 
was thought to have possibly been the privy mark of the moneyer 
Jacobus Mulekyn. Donatus Mulekyn, probably a son or a brother of 
Jacobus Mulekyn of Florence, is mentioned in the Mint Accounts of 
2 December 1364. As Dakers previously pointed out, these accounts 

1 Birch, History of Scottish Seals, vol. i, 1905, pp. 43-4, P late No. 24. 
2 Brit. Num. Journ., vol. xxi , i935> P- 67-
3 Ibid., vol. xxi i , 1938, p. 340. 
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"record payments: 'Bonagio monetario pro tabulis de diversis imagin-
ibus et aliis diversis rebus sculptis et depictis ad opus regiis' and also 
'Donato Mulekyn pro diversis artificiis factis ad usumregis'.1 Donatus 
is not called 'monetarius' and the vague expression 'artificiis ad usum 
regis' suggests rather articles of jewellery or the like than the coinage. 
It is evident from the rest of the account that work of that kind was 
done for the king by artists employed at the mint."2 The query there-
fore arises as to whether the letter D represented the initial of Donatus. 
Cochran Patrick has also discussed the question.3 He asks if it were 
possible that the letters which appear so conspicuously on many of 
the Scottish coins were meant to stand either for the initial of the 
sovereign or of the regent or governor for the time being. Donald, 
Earl of Mar, was Governor of Scotland at the beginning of David II 's 
reign and this D, he suggests, might either stand for the initial of the 
king himself or denote that the coins were struck during his regency. 

Burns4 has not gone into the matter fully and comes to no conclu-
sion. " I t may possibly have happened", writes Burns, " t h a t the 
groats of David II with the letter D on the reverse were a second issue 
of the Intermediate Head varieties—struck while the dies for those 
with the Robert II Head were in preparation. In this case, possibly, 
the letter D may stand for duplicata, or some such word." He also 
mentions Donatus Mulekyn as being employed at the Scottish mint, 
but concludes that " i t is scarcely likely that this person's Christian 
name would have been placed upon the coins". 

Burns was apparently unaware of the presence of the letter D on 
the great seal, although the fact is mentioned by Cochran-Patrick. 
However, we may conclude that as its presence on the great seal is 
indicative of the royal initial, this being accepted by eminent authori-
ties such as Birch, the letter on the coinage is similar. It might also 
be mentioned that the letter I appears on the coinage of James I. 

Apart from the solitary instance mentioned above of its presence 
on the groat of the Small Head series, the letter D now appears with 
comparative regularity on the Intermediate Head issues of groats, 
half-groats, and pennies beginning with the first variety of Inter-
mediate Head. The reason behind this becomes readily apparent if 
it is taken to be a distinguishing mark for a test similar to the Trial 
of the P y x in England. It appears in definite positions in the quarters 
of the reverse in relation to the first or last letter of that part of the 
inner legend VIKLtK 6DINBVR6fi which is found in any one quarter, 
being placed immediately under the respective letter in the first or 
latter part of the quarter (Plate A). The letter D is also found reversed 
-a. This only occurs in the latter part of the quarters. A tabulated 
list of known coins with the letter D normal or reversed in each of the 
four quarters gives a complete series (Chart I). It is seen that the 

1 Cochran-Patrick, Records of the Coinage of Scotland, 1876, vol. i, p. 5, X . 
2 Brit. Num. Joum., vol . xxi , 1935, p. 67. 
3 Num. Chron., N e w Series, vol. xii, 1872, p. 88. 
4 Burns, Coinage of Scotland, 1887, vol. i, p. 248. 



160 Distinguishing Marks on the Later Issues of David II 

normal and inverted d alternate. The case of groat no. 9 on the chart 
which has d instead of a in the latter part of the fourth quarter may 
be an error, or it may show the intention of starting a fresh series in 
reverse which is more likely, as there are at least three known. This 
was made unnecessary, however, by the introduction of a new head—• 
Burns Third Intermediate—and a fresh series is begun with no. 10 
which has the letter d in the same position as no. 1. It will be noticed 
that the third quarter D, normal or reversed, is rare; none as yet are 
known amongst the half-groats and pennies. 

In the National Collection of Scotland there is a groat (1932.25) 
which was found at St. Ninian's Chapel, Drumnadrochit, on which 
the letter d in the first part of the fourth quarter is lying slightly on 
its face, giving the appearance of a reversed letter. This is similar to 
one in Mr. Lockett's collection, except on his coin the d is placed 
in its normal upright position as would be expected. We can therefore 
assume that the Drumnadrochit groat is an error due to careless 
placing of the d punch. These two coins are not in Burns and read: 

Obv. * D H V I D + D e i + 6 R H + R e X + S a O T O R V « U f 

p t s o t o r ms 1 m b 7t tors1rs 

v i m ! 7t*qd m b v rg fc 

Burn's classification of the First and Second Intermediate Heads 
is not always easy to follow. There may be a slight difference in the 
shape of the nose, but on the whole the heads, including the crown, 
are remarkably similar. However, attention to these letters and their 
position should help to clarify the arrangement. There is no attempt 
on his part, nor would it seem possible, to distinguish between a first 
and second variety of Intermediate Head in the case of the half-groats 
and pennies; so why should there be this distinction with regard to 
the groats? The third variety is definitely different. On the groats 
there is a highly aquiline profile, a different crown and bust, and a 
curved line extends below the bust for the first time. 

The half-groats have three styles of head, namely, the Small, Inter-
mediate, and what Burns has designated as the Robert II head. In 
the case of the half-groat no. 10 on Chart I which Burns calls a 
Robert II head, he must be at fault, as it ought to belong to the Third 
Intermediate Head series which it resembles exactly. The Robert II 
head on the groats is a distinctive head and different from the so-
called Robert II head on the half-groats. Although giving it this 
name, Burns admits that " I t presents a profile having the same high 
cast of features as on the groats with the Third Intermediate Head, 
the eyeballs as on these, filled in by pierced pellets, instead of by 
blank or unpierced pellets as occurs on all the groats with the 
Robert II head". He also points out that the half-groats with this 
head and the letter d must have been contemporaneous with the 
groats of the Third Intermediate Head series. In fact this type of 
head was never altered on the half-groats from now onwards and 
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throughout the reign of Robert II, although the privy marks changed 
to be in keeping with those on the groats and pennies of the Robert II 
head types. It is therefore difficult to understand why he applied 
the term Robert II head to the half-groats to this series. 

The pennies, on the other hand, have a Small Head and two distinct 
types of Intermediate Head. One corresponds to the so-called First 
and Second Intermediate Heads of the groats, whilst the second type 
has a head with a highly aquiline profile which corresponds exactly 
with the Third Intermediate Head of the groats. Burns was appar-
ently unaware of this type on the pennies (Chart I, no. 10). The typical 
Robert II head corresponding to that on the groats also appears on 
the pennies, which have similar symbols to those on the groats. 

The confusion of the Intermediate Heads may have affected the 
contemporary examiners as the use of the letter D is dropped after 
no. 10 (Chart I). Thereafter the different series with crosses, stars, 
and pellets behind the head and on the reverse appear, together with 
the Robert II head. 

The cross is only known on the coins of the Intermediate Head 
series. On the groats it is present on Burns's Second Intermediate 
Head variety, and is found in the latter part of the third quarter on 
the reverse, being present in the same position on the half-groats and 
pennies of the Intermediate Head type. It is situated under the letter 
V of IRBV with one exception on the groats, where it is also found 
in the latter part of the fourth quarter under the letter ft of R6h 
(Chart II). 

Pellets are used on all denominations of the Robert II head type, 
including the corresponding type of half-groat mentioned above. A 
pellet is situated behind the crown on the obverse and in the first 
part of the first quarter on the reverse under the letter V of VXIiU 
(Chart II). An exception occurs in the case of a penny in the National 
Collection of Scotland where a pellet is present in the normal situation 
in the first quarter and another is in the first part of the third quarter 
(Cat. of National Collection, no. 109). 

In the heavier issues of Robert II head groats previous to 7 October 
1367, there is a coin with a pellet on the sceptre handle (Burns, 
Fig. 296). In the lighter issues subsequent to 7 October 1367 stars 
are used. The Act provided that a "notable sign" be placed on the 
coinage which was to be of the same weight and quality as the money 
current in England. But this never materialized as the standard of 
weight of the coins was reduced considerably below that of England. 
However, as Burns1 suggests, the star was in all probability the 
"notable sign" finally adopted. It appears on the sceptre handle of 
all denominations. On a rare groat it appears behind the neck of the 
obverse and between the letters SD on the reverse. This arrangement 
is also found on a half-groat of the corresponding period (Burns, 
Fig. 3 0 0 ) . A penny shows it behind the neck only (Burns, Fig. 3 0 0 A ) . 

Certain issues have two stars in the legend after DHS on the reverse. 
1 Burns, Coinage of Scotland, 1887, vol. i, p. 256. 

M 
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Although the symbols on the later coinage of David II may not 
be numerous, it has been shown that they do frequently have a definite 
orderly arrangement, especially with regard to the letter D, and were 
obviously there for a definite purpose, which in the latter case could 
be none other than the Trial of the P y x . A single sign such as the 
star always in the same position might be a distinguishing mark for 
a certain type or standard of coinage. Distinguishing marks were 
adopted after the king's return from England, his earlier coinage 
being devoid of such symbols. In later reigns, particularly those of 
Robert I I I and James I, they are much more numerous. 

Finally, I should like to express my gratitude and thanks to Mr. 
John Allan of the British Museum and Mr. R. C. Lockett for their 
very great kindness and assistance with regard to this paper. 

CHART I 

David II Groats, Half-Groats, Pennies (Intermed. Head) 
with D on Reverse 

Quarters First 
VIMi 

Second 
t t e d 

Third 
IHBV 

Fourth 
First and Second Intermediate Heads 

Groats I 
2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

8 

9 
10 

d 
a 

d 

d 
a 

d 
a 

d 

8 

Burns, Figs. 2 7 1 and 2 7 9 A ; S.S.A. no. 6 0 ; Davidson. 
S.S.A. no. 109, addenda; Davidson. 
D a k e r s ; Davidson. 
Burns, Fig. 2 8 2 ; S.S.A. no. 108 Addenda. 
D a k e r s ; L o c k e t t ; Davidson. 
Dakers ; Davidson. 
Brit . Mus. ; Burns, Figs. 2 7 1 A , 280, 2 8 1 ; L o c k e t t ( 2 ) ; 

S.S.A. reversed on side. Q-
D a k e r s ; B a l d w i n ; Lockett . 
Burns, Fig. 2 8 0 ; D a k e r s ; Davidson. 
Third Intermed. Head. Burns, Figs. 288, 2 8 9 ; Da-

kers ; L o c k e t t ; Davidson. 

I Groats x 
2 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

d 
a 

d 

d 
a 

d 
a 

Burns, Fig. 2 7 2 , no. 1 1 ; S.S.A. addenda, no. 1 1 3 . 
Burns, Fig . 2 7 2 , no. 1 0 ; S.S.A. no. 9 1 ; Brit . Mus. ; 

D a k e r s ; B a l d w i n ; Lockett . 
B a l d w i n ; L o c k e t t ; Davidson. 
Brit . Mus. ; Lockett . 
Not known. 
N o t known. 
Burns, Fig. 2 7 3 ; S.S.A. no. 92. 
S.S.A. addenda, no. i n , Lockett . 
N o t known. 
Third Intermed. Head (Burns, Robt . I I head), Burns, 

Fig. 2 9 0 ; S.S.A. nos. 94, 9 5 ; Dakers. 

Pennies i 
2 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
I O 

d 

d 

d 
a 

-

a 

Brit . Mus., Baldwin. 

Burns, Fig. 274, no. 6 ; Hunterian; Lockett . 
Dakers. 
N o t known. 
N o t known. 
Not known. 
Burns, Fig . 274, no. 7 ; Dakers. 
N o t known. 
Davidson ( 2 ) ; Dakers ; Third Intermed. Head. 

Summary d a d a d a d a 
d 

S.S.A. = Catalogue of Scottish Coins in Nat. Museum of Antiquities, Edinburgh. 
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CHART I I 

David II Groats, Half-Groats, Pennies with cross or pellets on Reverse 

Quarters First 
v i i m 

Second 
T t Q B 

Tliiri 
I H B V 

Fourth 
R G f c First and Second Intermediate Heads 

Groats i 
2 
3 
4 

5 
6 + Burns, Fig. 282B; Lockett; Davidson. 
7 
8 + Burns, Fig. 2S2A; Lockett. 

9 
10 © Robert II Head. Burns, Figs. 297 and 298; Lockett; 

Davidson. 

J Groats i 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 9 

+ Lockett. 

Third Intermed. Head (Burns, Robt. II head); Burns, 
Fig. 299; Lockett; Davidson. 

Pennies i 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
+ Burns, Fig. 283; Lockett. 

9 
10 E © Robert II Head; Lockett; Burns, Fig. 299A; S.S.A. 

109, Pellet in ist and 3rd qts. 

The coins with pellet in the first quarter of reverse have also a pellet behind the crown on the obverse. 
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