
UNPUBLISHED AND DOUBTED MILLED SILVER COINS 

OF SCOTLAND, A.D. 1663-1709. 

B Y H . A L E X A N D E R PARSONS. 

LTHOUGH, as in the case of England, there was a 
tentative issue of milled coins in Scotland during the 
time of Charles I, it was not until his son and 
successor, Charles II, obtained possession of the throne 

in 1660 that milled money on modern lines may be said to 
have been instituted in Scotland. For the principal details 
regarding the coins of Scotland, reference must be made to 
Burns's monumental work entitled The Coinage of Scotland, 
published in three volumes in 1887. So thoroughly was this work 
done, and so fortunate was its author in having access to the largest 
collection of Scottish coins ever brought together, that the result 
will, for a long time, continue to be the standard work on the subject. 
It is, however, possible for us to fill up some gaps in the story, 
and to elucidate some doubtful points. 

For Scotland, Charles II authorized two distinct coinages which 
differed from each other in essential details of denomination and 
design. The first series of coins comprised four-merk, two-merk, 
one-merk, and half-merk pieces, and was designed to include also 
the forty-penny piece or quarter-merk; but the latter never 
materialized, except, perhaps, as the issue, later, of sixteenths of 
dollars. This " merk " coinage was designed by Thomas Simon, as 
the character of the work on the specimens which have survived 
to our times clearly shows. The two-merk, one-merk, and half-
merk pieces were ordered to be struck in 1663, and the four-merk 
piece in 1664. The coinage was continued until 1675, but in the 
last two years a small letter F was placed under the bust 011 the 
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obverse instead of the two-leaved thistle which had formerly 
appeared there. This letter is probably the initial of the name of 
Sir John Falconer, the Master of the Scottish Mint. 

The four-merk pieces are known of the years 1664, 1665, 1670, 
1673, 1674 F, and 1675 F. They were also struck in 1666 and 
1669,1 although specimens of these dates are at present unknown 
to me. The thistle appears above, instead of below, the bust on 
the coins dated 1664. 

The two-merk pieces are of considerable rarity, but the following 
dates occur: 1664, 1670, 1673, 1674 F, and 1675 F. Burns quotes 
also 1673 F, as in the Cochran-Patrick collection ; but this is prob-
ably an error for 1675 F. Scottish milled coins are usually in a 
much worn condition and, on a rubbed specimen, " 5 " might easily 
be mistaken for " 3." Two-merk pieces were also struck in 1665, , 
1666 and 1669,1 although examples are not yet known. The thistle 
appears above, instead of below, the bust on the two-merk coins 
dated 1664. 

The one-merk pieces are the most frequently met with in this 
coinage, although they are difficult to obtain in a really fine state of 
preservation. All the dates from 1664 seem to have been 
struck, those of 1674 and 1675 bearing the letter F under the bust, 
instead of the thistle which had appeared on the coins of previous 
years. Burns was inclined to doubt the statement of Cardonnel that 
the dates 1666 and 1667 occur on coins of this denomination, but a 
specimen of the merk with the date 1666 was formerly in my 
collection, and at least one other is known, and is in the cabinet of 
our member, A. N. Brushfield, Esq. There seems every hope, 
therefore, that some of 1667 may also be in existence. Some 
were certainly struck, although probably in small quantity, as the 
Mint was in operation only in June and in August in that year.1 

Of the half-merk pieces, Burns had seen specimens dated 1664, 
1664 countermarked 1665, 1669, 1670, 1671, 1672, 1673, 1675 F, 
and 1675 without either F or thistle on the obverse. He also quotes 

1 " Note on Some Mint Accounts of the Coinage of Scotland," Numismatic 
Chronicle, 1879, p. 72. 
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the Pollexfen collection as containing a half-merk with 1665 as the 
original date instead of being countermarked over a half-merk of 
1664, and as also including a half-merk dated 1666. Specimens of 
each of these two last-mentioned dates were in my collection. 
Burns doubted the existence of the half-merk of the dates 1668 and 
1674, but one of the former date was formerly also in my collection,, 
although it must be of extreme rarity, as the Mint was in operation 
only in August in that year.1 Half-merks of 1667 are recorded 
as having been struck,1 although none are at present known. The 
half-merk of 1664 was also minted only in one month, viz. in 
December,1 and this no doubt explains the reason for the counter-
mark of 1665 on some of them, the new year coming so quickly 
after the preparation of the dies. 

A change of type and of denomination was made in 1675, 
when coins, called dollars—with halves, quarters, eighths and 
sixteenths—were authorized. From the character of the designs 
it is possible that they were made by one of the Roettiers. 
The artistic feeling expressed in the portrait of the King is the 
same as that on the milled coins of England of the same 
period, although there are differences of detail which serve to 
distinguish the Scottish coins from the English ones, apart from size 
and weight. The dollar series lasted until 1682, when, owing to 
abuses in the Mint, a temporary stop was put to the coinage of 
Scotland. All the coins of this series have the letter F in front of 
the bust at the bottom. 

Of the dollar, Burns had seen the dates 1676, 1681, and 1682. 
He quotes 1679 and 1680 as in the Cochran-Patrick collection, and 
specimens of those two dates were formerly in my cabinet. 

The half-dollars seem to be very rare. Burns quoted 1675 and 
1681 as the only dates he had seen. He doubted the existence of 
one dated 1676 given by Lindsay2 from Ruding's plate ; but a 
specimen bearing this date was in my collection. 

1 " Note on Some Mint Accounts of the Coinage of Scotland," Numismatic 
Chronicle, 1879, p. 72. 

2 A View of the Coinage of Scotland, 1845. 
L 2 
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The quarter-dollars are the most frequent of the series, and all 
dates from 1675 to 1682 are known. Burns, however, was " very 
doubtful" of the existence of specimens of 1678, but I formerly 
had one. 

Of the eighth-dollar, Burns published coins of the dates 1676, 
1677, 1680 and 1682. He quotes Cardonnel for specimens of the 
years 1679 and 1681, but doubts the existence of both. However, 
an example of 1679 was in my collection. 

Of sixteenths of dollars, specimens of all dates are in evidence 
from 1677 to 1681. The example in Burns of 1678 was struck over 
1677, but my specimen had 1678 as the original date. 

Only one issue of coins was made for Scotland by James VII, 
who reigned in England as James II. In 1686 denominations of 
five shillings, ten shillings, twenty shillings, forty shillings and sixty 
shillings were ordered, but only ten- and forty-shilling pieces seem 
•actually to have been struck for circulation, although dies for the 
sixty-shilling piece were made, and, from them, impressions were 
struck by Mr. Mathew Young, who acquired the dies in 1828. 

An edge inscription showing the regnal years was introduced 
on the forty-shilling pieces of James VII. Undoubtedly this was 
a safeguard against forgery, and the innovation was probably due 
to the malpractices which, in 1682, resulted in the temporary closing 
of the Scottish Mint. In England an edge inscription had been 
added to the larger coins from the inception of the later milled 
series in 1656. 

The dates on the forty-shilling pieces are 1687 and 1688, with 
the regnal years TERTIO and QVARTO on specimens of the former 
year, and QVARTO on the latter. Both of these dates are also in 
evidence on the ten-shilling pieces, the edges of which are milled. 

As in the case of England, so in that of Scotland, the reign of 
William II, who ruled as William III in England, was marked by 
two distinct issues of coins, namely, those with the jugate busts of 
William and Mary, and those with the bust of William alone. Of 
the first series, sixty-, forty-, twenty-, ten- and five-shilling pieces 
were struck. 
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Two dates only occur on the sixty-shilling pieces, namely, 
1691 and 1692, both with the regnal year TERTIO on the edge. 

The forty-shilling pieces present all possible dates from 1689 to 
1694 ; and there are overlapping regnal years on the edges. Burns 
quoted, either in his catalogue or his notes, 1689 PRIMO, 1690 PRIMO, 

1 6 9 0 SECVNDO, 1 6 9 1 SECVNDO, 1 6 9 1 TERTIO, 1 6 9 2 TERTIO, 1 6 9 2 

QVARTO, 1 6 9 3 QVARTO, 1 6 9 3 SEXTO, 1 6 9 3 SIXTO, a n d 1 6 9 4 S IXTO. 

From this list it will be seen that only the edge-reading of QVINTO 

is absent ; but a specimen with this edge-reading of the date 1693 
was in my collection and completes Burns's list of dates and 
regnal years. 

In addition, I had an example of the forty-shilling piece 
dated 1689 with the edge-reading SECVNDO. The issue of coins 
dated 1689 is extraordinary, as the Mint was not reopened until 
October, 1690, and the warrant for coining was not recorded in 
the Minutes of the Privy Council until April n t h , 1690. The 
forty-shilling pieces dated 1689 seem, therefore, to be of the nature 
of assays or trials, although the dies were probably, and for economic 
reasons, used for the ordinary coinage in the latter part of 1690. 
That they were so used is indicated by the above-mentioned specimen 
with the edge-reading of SECVNDO, as the only possible regnal year 
for coins struck in 1689 is PRIMO, because it was not until April n t h , 
1689, that the crown of Scotland was conferred on -William and 
Mary. The forty-shilling pieces dated 1689 were unknown to 
Hoblyn,1 who reviewed the works of previous writers on Scottish 
coins. I can trace only two specimens with the edge-reading 
PRIMO, and one with the edge-reading SECVNDO. If, as I now 
suggest, the dies with this date were made for specimens, or assays, 
it is unlikely that many coins were struck, for the dies would not 
have been repeated in 1690, the first year of the regular coinage. 

The twenty-shilling pieces are very rare. Coins of two dates 
only are known, namely, 1693 and 1694. The Mint records show 
that 1,185 were struck in 1693, and 5,369 in 1694. My own collection 
included one only, that of the former date. 

1 " Milled Scottish Coins," Numismatic Chronicle, 1879. 
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The ten-shilling pieces are of two noticeably distinct types, so 
far as the reverse is concerned. The first, dated 1690 only, bears 
a small shield and English crown, and the second depicts a large 
shield and Scottish crown. Of the second type, Burns gives the 
date 1691 with the reading G R A T I A , as in 1690, and G R A ; and 
the date 1692 with G R A T I A . He quotes 1694 as in the Cochran-
Patrick collection. 

The five-shilling pieces are also of two varieties, one with the 
value-mark, V, on the reverse and dated 1691; and the other with 
the value-mark on the obverse, under the bust, and dated 1694. 

The second series of William II, namely, the coins on which 
his bust alone is shown, commences with the date 1695. The same 
denominations as before are reputed to have been struck, but no 
specimen of the sixty-shilling piece is now known, although one 
with the date 1699 was illustrated by Snelling and Ruding. 

Of forty-shilling pieces the following dates and regnal years 
are in evidence :—1695 SEPTIMO and OCTAVO, 1696 OCTAVO, 1697 
NONO, 1 6 9 8 DECIMO, a n d 1 6 9 9 VNDECIMO. 

Twenty-shilling pieces are known of the same dates, namely, 
1695, 1696, 1697, 1698, and 1699; as usual, for this denomination, 
without edge-inscriptions. The specimen formerly in my cabinet 
has 1698 over 1697. 

Of ten-shilling pieces, Burns records the dates 1695, 1696, and 
1697. He quotes 1698 as in the British Museum, and 1699 on the 
authority of Hoblyn.1 Specimens of both dates were in my 
collection. 

Of five-shilling pieces, Burns catalogues 1695, 1696, 1697, 1699, 
1700, and 1702. On the specimens of the last date the King's 
name appears in full, G V L I E L M V S , instead of the abbreviation, 
GVL, as on the coins of the previous years. Burns quotes Cardonnel 
for 1701, of which, however, I had a specimen. No five-shilling 
pieces of 1698 are known, but as the Mint records show that some 
were struck in that year there is every possibility that specimens 
may eventually turn up. 

1 " Milled Scottish Coins," Numismatic Chronicle, 1879. 
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Queen Anne is the next, and she was the last sovereign to issue 
a special currency for Scotland. It comprised two very distinct 
issues. The first was struck before the Act of Union in 1707, and 
this may be said to mark the real end of a distinctive Scottish 
coinage. It consisted only of the ten- and five-shilling pieces. 
They both bear the dates 1705 and 1706. The regnal title on the 
reverse of the ten-shilling pieces of 1705 is abbreviated to REG, 
whereas, on the coins struck in 1706, the title is given in full, 
REGINA. 

The five-shilling pieces of the two dates named comprise four 
noticeable varieties of obverse inscription, as follows:— 

(а) ANNA. DEI.GRATIA, of 1705. 
(б) ANNA. D. G. M. BR. FR. & HIB. REG., of 1705. 
(c) AN. D. G. M. BR. FR. & HIB. REG., of 1705. 
(d) AN. D. G. MAG. BR. FR. & HIB. R„ of 1706. 

The second coinage of Queen Anne was struck after the Act 
of Union with England, one of the Articles of which was that there 
should be one money throughout the United Kingdoms, but that a 
Mint should be continued in Scotland under the same rules as the 
Mint in England. It is, however, well known that the coins struck 
in Scotland were differentiated from those struck in England by the 
addition of the letter E, for Edinburgh, under the bust on the 
obverse of the coins. 

The coins issued in Scotland following, as they now had to, 
the English denominations, comprised crowns, half-crowns, shillings, 
and sixpences, respectively, and specimens of every one are in 
evidence to-day in considerable numbers. In former issues the 
Scottish twelve shillings represented the English shilling, so that 
the old Scottish sixty-shilling piece was equivalent to the new 
five-shilling piece, with the other denominations in proportion. 
Crown pieces issued in Scotland after the Union are known of the 
years 1707 SEXTO, and 1708 SEPTIMO only. 

Of half-crowns there are specimens of the dates 1707 SEXTO, 

1708 SEPTIMO, and 1709 OCTAVO. The latter is very uncommon, 
although not so rare as Burns thought. 
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On the shillings there is, as in the English series, a slight 
variation in the way the hair of the Queen is arranged; but the 
chief differences are those of the various dates, and a small star 
after the letter E under the bust on some of the coins. These 
varieties are, respectively, 1707 without star, 1707 with star, 1708 
without star, 1708 with star, 1709 with star. 

The sixpences of this issue have, like the crowns and half-
crowns, no varieties of head, and they are of the dates 1707 and 
1708 only. On some of the coins of the latter date a star after 
the letter E, under the bust, appears, as mentioned in connection 
with the shillings. 

In conclusion, it should be stated that there was some intention 
of issuing, in 1711, smaller denominations than the sixpence, for the 
dies of a silver two-penny piece of that year have been preserved, 
and a groat in copper, dated 1711 E, is noted in the Numismatic 
Chronicle, new series, vol. ix (1869). But none of the ordinary 
coins of this date, if any were ever struck, have come down to us. 

The following list of all the known varieties of Scottish milled 
silver coins from 1664 to 1709 will add completeness to the 
treatment of the subject, and may enable collectors to discover, 
more readily, unpublished coins belonging to this series. 
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Summary of Varieties of the Milled Silver Coins of Scotland, 
A.D. 1663-1709. 

Varieties. 

No. Denomination. No. Denomination. 

Of Date. Of Regnal Years, etc. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5* 
6* 

9* 
10* 
11* 
12* 
13* 
14* 
15* 
16* 
17* 
18* 
19* 
20* 
21* 
22 
23* 
24* 
25* 
26* 
27* 
28* 
29* 
30* 
31* 
32* 
33 
34* 
35* 
36* 
37* 
38* 

C H A R L E S I I . 

Four-merk 

Two-merk 

Merk 

Half-merk 

Dollar 

1664 
1665 
1670 
1673 
1674 
1675 
1664 
1670 
1673 
1674 
1675 
1664 
1665 
1666 
1667 
1668 
1669 
1670 
1671 
1672 
1673 
1674 
1675 
1664 
1664 
1665 
1666 
1668 
1669 
1670 
1671 
1672 
1673 
1675 
1675 
1676 
1679 
1680 

Countermarked 1665. 

Without F or Thistle. 

Formerly in author's cabinet. 
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Varieties. 

No. Denomination. No. Denomination. 

Of Date. Of Regnal Years, etc. 

Dollar ... 

Half-dollar 

Quarter-dollar 

Eighth-dollar 

Sixteenth-dollar 

CHARLES I I — c o n t i n u e d . 

1 6 8 1 
1 6 8 2 

1 6 7 5 
1 6 7 6 
1 6 8 1 
1 6 7 5 
1 6 7 6 
1 6 7 7 
1 6 7 8 
1 6 7 9 
1 6 8 0 
1 6 8 1 
1 6 8 2 
1 6 7 6 
1 6 7 7 
1 6 7 9 
1 6 8 0 
1 6 8 1 
1 6 8 2 
1 6 7 7 
1 6 7 8 
1 6 7 9 
1 6 8 0 
1 6 8 1 

J A M E S I I . 

Forty-shillings... 
yt • • * 

,, ... 
Ten-shillings ... 

11 • • • 

Sixty-shillings ... 
y) • • • 

Forty-shillings... 

1 6 8 7 
1 6 8 7 
1 6 8 8 
1 6 8 7 
1 6 8 8 

W I L L I A M A N D M A R Y . 

1 6 9 1 
1 6 9 2 
1 6 8 9 
1 6 8 9 
1 6 9 0 
1 6 9 0 
1 6 9 1 
1 6 9 1 

TERTIO. 
QVARTO. 
QVARTO. 

TERTIO. 
TERTIO. 
PRIMO. 
SECVNDO. 
PRIMO. 
SECVNDO. 
SECVNDO. 
TERTIO. 

Formerly in author's cabinet. 
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Varieties. 

No. Denomination. No. Denomination. 

Of Date. Of Regnal Years, etc. 

WILLIAM AND MARY—cont inued. 

Forty-shillings 

Twenty-shillings 
)) 

Ten-shillings 
y> 

> > 

) > 

> y 

Five-shillings 

Forty-shillings 

Twenty-shillings 

Ten-shillings 

Five-shillings 

1692 
1692 
1693 
1693 
1693 
1693 
1694 
1693 
1694 
1690 
1691 
1691 
1692 
1694 
1691 
1694 

W I L L I A M I I . 

1695 
1695 
1696 
1697 
1698 
1699 
1695 
1696 
1697 
169S 
1699 
1695 
1696 
1697 
1698 
1699 
1695 
1696 
1697 
1699 
1700 
1701 
1702 

TERTIO. 
QVARTO. 
OVARTO. 
QVINTO. 
SEXTO. 
SIXTO. 
SIXTO. 

Reading GRATIA. 
GRA. 

SEPTIMO. 
OCTAVO. 
OCTAVO. 
NONO. 
DECIMO. 
VNDECIMO. 

Formerly in author's cabinet. 
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Varieties. 

No. Denomination. 

Of Date. Of Regnal Years, etc. 

A N N E . 

1 1 5 * Ten-shillings ... 1 7 0 5 — 

1 1 6 ,, ... ... 1 7 0 6 — 

1 1 7 * Five-shillings 1 7 0 5 Inscription (a). 
1 1 8 * )} • • • • ' * • • • 1 7 0 5 (b). 
1 1 9 * >) * • • • • • • • • 1 7 0 5 (C). 
1 2 0 * }) * • • • • • 1 7 0 6 id). 
1 2 1 * Crown ... 1 7 0 7 SEXTO. 
1 2 2 * )> • • • • • • • • • * • • 1 7 0 S SEPTIMO. 
1 2 3 * Half-crown ... 1 7 0 7 SEXTO. 
1 2 4 * ) i * ' ' * ' ' * • • 1 7 0 8 SEPTIMO. 

1 2 5 * }} • • • • • • • • • 1 7 0 9 OCTAVO. 
1 2 6 * Shilling 1 7 0 7 — 

I 2 7 * f) • • • * • • * • * 1 7 0 7 Star under bust. 
1 2 8 * >) • • • • • • * • • • • • 1 7 0 8 — 

I 2 9 * )} • * • 1 7 0 8 Star under bust. 
1 3 0 * ,, ... ... ••• ••• 1 7 0 9 )) > J 
1 3 1 * Sixpence 1 7 0 7 — 

1 3 2 * )> • • • • • • • • • 1 7 0 8 — 

133* >) • • • • • • • • • 1 7 0 8 Star under bust. 

* Formerly in author's cabinet. 
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