P I T T CLUBS A N D T H E I R
BY

S . ALAN

BADGES.

GARNETT.

H E information I have obtained concerning the London
Club is from a very interesting book on the subject by
Lieut.-Col. C. Powney, entitled History of the London
Pitt Club (published in 1925), and is as follows.
The original London Pitt Club was founded in 1793, by
Nathaniel Atcheson, of the Middle Temple, and he thereby associated
certain respectable private individuals for the purpose of endeavouring
to counteract the principles disseminated by the partisans of the
French Revolution. Its meetings were held on the birthdays of
the King and Queen, but after Mr. Pitt's retirement from office,
and the celebrated meeting of 1802 at which upwards of 900 persons
were present at the Hall of the Merchant Taylors, and at which
Earl Spencer presided, the members of this association met on the
anniversaries of Mr. Pitt's birthday until 1808, when it was thought
a more extensive society might be formed to perpetuate the principles
of this illustrious statesman. Mr. Atcheson accordingly made
a proposition to several persons of congenial sentiments. This
being adopted, a new Club was established that year.
Thirteen of the original 1793 Club, including Mr. Atcheson,
considered as its founder, figure at the head of the list of members
in 1808. B y 1816 the London Pitt Club had enrolled as many as
1,300 members, and at the time of its dissolution in 1849 "the "total
number elected was 1,731. It is interesting to note that out of
all these members, only 9 were Naval men and 40 Army.
The first Dinner, after the resuscitation of the Club in 1808,
was held at Merchant Taylors' Hall, and provided by the London
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Tavern, on May 28th, 1808, and cost £841 8s. 6d.
as follows (the total is 10s. in excess) :—
Dinner and Dessert
(800 at 12s.)
Sugar
Lemons
Stout and Beer
Port (613 bottles)
Madeira (14 bottles)
Sherry (429 bottles)
Hock
Waters

£

The items were
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Brandy
Negus
Lights
Glass broken
87 Servants' Dinners
Ice for wine
Broken china
Porter, paid to
Total ..
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Among the Toasts, 16 in all, were " the President of the Pitt
Club of Scotland and also that of Wales."
I should like to draw your attention to the Minute of the Club
passed on March 22nd, 1842, which reads :—
" That a Silver salver, and a Gold Medal of the Club be
presented to Samuel Fisher, Esq., as a testimony
from the Club for the gratuitous and beneficial service
he has so kindly rendered in recovering the sum of
£330 2s. id. 3 per cent. Consuls (sic) for the funds
of the Club."
This was the only Gold Badge issued by the Club, and was some
few years ago in the possession of Messrs. Spink & Son.
The London Pitt Club died out in 1849, but was revived in
1880 and, I believe, is now doing well.
We leave the parent Club and pass on to the Country Clubs.
Notes on Old Dudley Institutions, by M. Perkins, Esq., gives the
history of the formation and Medal of an ordinary Country Club.
The Medal, which is 2 ins. in diameter, is of frosted silver, and
excellent in design, encased in glass, with a silver rim surrounding
the whole, intended to protect both obverse and reverse.
These Medals were issued in red-leather cases, and were sold
to members, it is thought, at about 30s. each. The engraver was
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the celebrated William Wyon, of Birmingham, who at this time
was but nineteen years of age. He afterwards became engraver
to the Royal Mint.
The Right Hon. William Pitt, Prime Minister of England in
the days of George III, was born May 28th, 1759.
Pitt's career was brief and tragic. When quite a youth he
rose to eminence. At the age of thirteen he composed a tragedy;
at fourteen he matriculated at Cambridge, and became an orator
at twenty-one. At twenty-three he was Chancellor of the Exchequer,
and at twenty-four Premier, and when he died, at the early age of
forty-seven, he was proclaimed the " saviour of Europe."
The object of these Clubs, which were formed throughout Great
Britain, was to keep green the memory of one who had sacrificed
so much for his country : " o f paying due honor to the wisest and
most virtuous Statesman that ever appeared in any country, because
it is calculated to transmit to the latest posterity those principles
which form the best bulwark of the British Constitution, of the
true interests of the civilised world, and of the purest Religion, in
a firm preservation of the Protestant ascendancy."
The followers of Pitt formed a distinct school of political thought
at that time. It was opposed to anarchy, and these political
associations were formed " to rouse the genius of the British Isles,"
the members of which were adherents to the cause advocated by
Pitt, whose principles it was designed to perpetuate and extend.
The members of these Clubs met annually on May 28th, in order .
to celebrate the anniversary of Pitt's birthday.
The Dudley Pitt Club members dined at the Dudley Arms
Hotel. Dinner was served at four o'clock, sometimes at five.
One rule reads :
" Each member may introduce a friend, provided his
friend's principles are in unison with those of the Club, and that
he does not reside within four miles of Dudley."
No member was admitted to the Dinner without a Medal.
late as 1820, Dudley could boast of its vigilant Pitt Club.
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About 1820, the Clubs were fast declining. John William,
Viscount Dudley and Ward, writing concerning the London Pitt
Club says : —
" 9, New Street, London,
" May 29th, 1820.
It appears that they had a very shabby Pitt Dinner this
time, which I am heartily glad of. It is just what they deserve
for having made it subservient to the purposes of a faction
to which Mr. Pitt did not belong.—DUDLEY AND W A R D . "
It is to be noted that the town of Dudley was amongst the first
to form a Pitt Club (1813), and to issue a Medal. We gather from
this that their numbers must have been considerable.
Medals were struck, some in silver, others in bronze, and were
chiefly by Wyon or Webb, the Dudley Medal being one of the rarest.
The following is a list of the Country Clubs, 45 in all, as far
as I know. Probably there were many more, as now and then
an unrecorded Badge is seen :—
Altrincham.
Birmingham.
Blackburn.
Blackburn Hundred.
Bolton.
Bristol.
Carlisle.
Colchester.
Derby.
Devon and Exeter.
Doncaster.
Dudley.
Dundee.
Glasgow.
Halifax.
Hampshire.
Hereford.

Hull.
Lancaster.
Leeds.
Leicester.
Liverpool.
Manchester.
Menai.
Northumberland and Newcastleupon-Tyne.
Northwich.
Norwich.
Nottingham.
Plymouth.
Reading and Berkshire.
Rochdale.
Saddleworth.
Scarborough.
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ScotlandSheffield.
North and South Shields.
Staffordshire and Newcastleunder-Lyme.
Stirling.
Suffolk.

Sunderland.
Taunton and Somersetshire.
Wales.
Warrington.
Wolverhampton.
York.

The Pitt Club at Cambridge was, and is, a purely Social Club.
Of the above, many, no doubt, issued no Badges. I can only
trace for certain 20 as follows. I give the date of foundation and,
where possible, the artist :—
Birmingham, 1814, Webb.
Blackburn, 1814, Halliday.
Blackburn
Hundred,
1820,
Halliday.
Dudley, 1813, W. Wyon.
Leicester (no date), Webb.
Liverpool, 1814, T. Wyon, Jun.
Manchester, 1813, T. Wyon,
Jun.
Northumberland and Newcastleupon-Tyne.

Northwich, 1814, P. Wyon.
Nottingham, 1814, Webb.
Saddleworth, 1818, Hancock.
Sheffield, 1810, Wilson.
Stirling, 1814 (artist not known).
Suffolk, 1821 (artist not known).
Warrington, 1814, P. Wyon.
Wolverhampton, 1813, P. Wyon
and E. Bird.
And, of course, London, 1808
(artist not known).

The above 17 Medals form my collection.

The remaining 3

are
Menai.

Rochdale, 1813, Webb.

Sunderland, 1814, Webb.

The Badges were mostly in silver-gilt or silver, many framed
and glazed. I have seen specimens in bronze and pewter. All
have rings, or loops for suspension.
The London Badge, which is silver-gilt, with a portrait of Pitt
by Tassie, was issued to members at £1 16s. 6d., and was supplied
by Green and Ward of Ludgate Street, in a red leather-covered
case. The case for my specimen has the ticket of Green, Ward and
Green, Ludgate Hill, on it, and was issued to Charles Wreight,
who was elected a member in 1814.
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Rule 10 of the London Club reads :—
" That each member shall wear, at all the meetings of the
Club, the Pitt Medal, tied on his left breast with a garter blue
ribbon, and that the larger Medal, with a wider ribbon, be worn
by the Chairman of the day."

This large Medal has been lost. The Badge is now worn
suspended round the neck.
Country Club Badges in most cases have the name of the Club
on them, but some Clubs adopted a Pitt Medal of some well-known
type, and the name of the Club engraved is on the mount round
the edge. Such is the case with Rochdale and Sunderland. The
Northwich Club adopted the well-known Medal of the death of
Pitt by P. Wyon, with a copper-gilt mount and loop, with " Northwich Pitt Club, 1814 " engraved on it. As Northwich in 1814
must have been a small town, the membership no doubt was very
limited. I have only seen two of these Badges.
I call your attention to the Badge for Leicester. The specimen
was no doubt at one time in a glazed frame. It is different from all
Country Badges that I know, in having a blank space on the reverse
for a name. Blackburn is another case of a named Badge, but
here the name, with the date of election, is engraved on the edge
of the mount.
Menai boldly adopted the London Badge with the cameo portrait,
and engraved " Menai Pitt Club " on the reverse, with the name of
the member.
Lastly, Northumberland and Newcastle-upon-Tyne used the
London Badge as a foundation, and added a circle to it, on which
are the words, " Northumberland and Newcastle-on-Tyne." The
member's name should be engraved on the reverse.
Pitt Clubs were mostly founded in 1813-14, but Sheffield is
dated 1810, and Suffolk, the latest I know of, 1821.
I wish to tender my thanks to Messrs. Spink & Son, and
Messrs. Baldwin & Sons, for kindly offering me examples of Badges.

