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T is somewhat surprising that so little is to be found from the
pens of the older writers concerning the coins of Henry III.
issued from 1247 until his death in 1272, and of the same
type of coin continued by his son Edward I. until 1279.
Happily with these issues there is no difficulty in placing the majority
— t h e large majority—to the reign of Henry III. T w o chroniclers,
Matthew Paris and John of Oxenedes, give representations of the reverse
in their manuscripts, and the coins themselves, except those of the first
class to be described, bear either the letters T6RCI or the Roman
numerals III after the king's title R0X.
T h e coinage was ordered in 1247 on account of the bad condition
of the money then in use, due both to the ordinary wear and tear of
currency and attentions of the clipper.
A s a whole, the coins may be described as bearing the king's head
crowned on the obverse surrounded by his name and title as a legend,
and on the reverse a long cross, voided or double, extending to the edge
of the coin and terminating in pellets, and four groups of three pellets,
one group in each angle. T h e legends of the reverse were nearly
always the moneyer's name and the mint name divided by the word
ON. T h e coinage as a whole is remarkable for the lig'ulation of letters
which is to be found upon it, and it may also be noticed here that there
is never a mint-mark on the reverse, a fact which makes the coins
somewhat difficult to decipher as there is nothing on them to give a
clue to the beginning of the legend. This has caused some curious
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errors to creep into the few lists we have of these coins from the hands of
some of our earlier numismatists.

Another source of error is the great
o
resemblance of some of the letters to others in the curious Gothic

alphabet exhibited on the coins.

An

ft has been mistaken for an R

and both have been given the place of a fc.
T h e historical portion of the story of the long-cross coinage will
be left in the able hands of M r . ' E a r l e F o x .

It comprises the records of

the chroniclers and also many allusions in the various series of the rolls.
Reference

to them here will be used only to make

clear

obscure

points.
Classification.—-The

long-cross coins fall naturally into two

main

divisions, those in which the king is holding a sceptre in his right hand
and those without hand and sceptre.

G o o d reasons will be

for placing the sceptreless group first in point of issue.

shown

E a c h of the

two divisions may be further subdivided.
C O I N S WITHOUT

SCEPTRE.

T h e non-sceptre coins bear four different legends on the obverse —
Coins reading 1. b e N R I G V S R 6 X
2. bSHRICVS R 6 X TNG
3. behRlGVS R 6 X TfcUCF
4. behRIGVS R e x 111r
Each of these four groups, besides bearing different legends,

has

other characters which differentiate it almost a s well as the legends.
It is, however, convenient to use the legend as a description of the type.
Class I*.—Obverse.

King's bust, wearing a crown composed of a

flat band, a pellet at either end and a central ornament consisting of
two lateral pellets and a central pellet above them thus e-f-». T h e beard is
expressed by lines, the king's side locks by little crescents, two on each
side, the hair below the crown by pellets, the eyes are punched in by two
blows of a markedly crescentic iron, with a pellet in the centre,
is an inner circle composed of dots.
T h e legend
separated.

There

(Plate, Fig. 1.)

is benRIGV© : R e x ,

all the letters of which

are

T w o pellets, colon-wise, are placed between the two words,

I.
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and the mint-mark is a crescent and star placed above the king's head.
T h e legend begins to the right of this mark.
Reverse.—That

typical of the whole coinage.

pellet in the centre of each group of the three pellets.

T h e r e is an extra
T h e legend is a

continuation of that on the obverse, viz., TNG/Lie/TaVGIr; TJ and N
e and R ligulated ; a mark of abbreviation after the last word.
T h e type is rare, even now since the discovery of the vast hoard
in Brussels some three years ago.

A s neither a mint name nor the

name of a moneyer figures on these coins we must conclude that they
were struck in London.
Class I . — T h i s differs from Class I * in the following particulars : —
T h e obverse legend is behRIGVS R6X TNG. T h e bust is generally
longer and thinner.

The

beard

is usually

represented

or treble rows of pellets with a large pellet at the point.

by

double

T h e reverse

legend continues that of the obverse and adds the first syllable of the
mint name.
only,

viz.,

(Plate, F i g . 2.)
London,

T h e coins were struck at three mints

Canterbury,

and St.

Edmundsbury

and

are

.tabulated b e l o w —
LONDON.

behRIGVS R e x TNG

...

behRIGVS ReX'TNG

...

behRIGVS ReX'TNG

...

behRIGVS RGX'TNG

...

behRIGVS Rex TNG

...

Lie/Te^/GF'/LON—five pellets under
crown, extra pellets in the quarters.
Lie TfcR GI' LON five pellets under
crown, beard as Class I*.
Lie/T€R/GI'*/ L 0 N — t h r e e
pellets
under crown, one extra pellet in one
quarter.
L i e / T € R / C ( , r , / L 0 H — three pellets
under crown, one extra pellet in one
quarter.
Lie/THVGF ./LVH—five pellets under
crown.

CANTERBURY.

behRIGVS'RBX TNG

...

behRIGVS R e X TNG

...

Lie/TSR/GI!/GTN—five pellets under
crown.
LI6/T€R/Gi;/GTN—five pellets under
crown.
L 2
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S T . EDMUNDSBURY.

b e t R i a v s R e x TNG

...

Lie/Ta^/ai/nep

T h i s last coin is very rare indeed.

It will be remembered that

Mr. Baldwin exhibited to the Society one of the two examples from
the Brussels hoard.
MULES.

There are mules of Class I* and Class I both ways, issued from the
London mint—•
behRIOVS R e x
behRIGVS R e x FNG
Before

going

further

with

Lie/TffV/OI/LON
TNG/Lie/TeFV/ai'*
a

description

of

types

a

short

digression must be made in reference to the lettering-.
On all the
o
o
coins of the first division, viz., those without the sceptre, certain forms
appear which characterize the whole division.

T h e letter n always

has a straight first stroke, not a curved line.

T h e N is sometimes

formed with a slanting bar, sometimes, perhaps more often, with

a

straight bar, making the letter look somewhat like a Roman H. It should
not, however, be mistaken for this, as on the coins the latter letter
invariably appears as b.

T h e N is always barred from left to right if

there is any inclination of the stroke.

R is represented by an upright

post, an upper crescent as the bow and the tail is usually triangular..
T h r e e irons were used for its formation and it shows practically no
variation until the last type of this division is reached.
Ligulation is carried out most carefully and methodically, especially
011 the obverse.

Except on the coins of Class I # and on one group in

the sceptred division all the coins issued during the life of Henry III.
have the ligation NR. in the king's name.

These letters will be set out

in the lists as clearly as possible so that no further remark about
them need here be made.
T h e letter X varies somewhat on the early coins.

T h e forms,

are X and later }€ in which both the limbs are of the same shape
and size.
It will have been noticed that Class I was issued from three mints,
London, Canterbury, and St. Eclmundsbury.

These are the mints, with
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the addition of Durham, which were the mainstays of the coinage during
the earlier years of Henry III.

Messrs. F o x have shown in relation

to the coinage of Edward I. and II. that these same mints were those
in which constant work was going on.

It will be seen in their

account why the mint of Durham is not represented in the non-sceptre
series. 1

It will also be noted during the whole period of the long-cross

coinage that these three mints were those to issue all the various types.
Class II presents the king with the long thin face, bearded as
on the previous coins of Class I.

(Plate, Fig. 3.)

There are some-

times five pellets under the crown, but generally only three.
T h e mint-mark is a star.

T h e legend is behRIGVS R6X TtRGIr.

6 and R are always ligulated in the last word, and on almost all
specimens a sign of abbreviation and a pellet appear after T€RGIr.
T h e reverse legend consists of the usual names of mint and moneyer
on this and on all subsequent types.
Class

III

word T6RGI.

gives us the Roman

numeral III in place of the

T h e r e are three chief varieties of bust associated with

this, the last type of the first or non-sceptred division—
a. T h e bust as on Class II, the TCRGI bust.

T h e legend has

almost invariably a small pellet between R6J€ and III.
T h e r e are no pellets between the upper and lower curls.
(Plate, Fig. 4.)
b. A shorter and rounder bust, again with a single pellet in the
legend. (Plate, Fig. 5.)
c. A more pointed bust with lines indicating the neck.
This
variety usually shows two pellets, colon-wise, between
R6X and ill, also a single pellet between the upper and
lower curl on each side. T h e king's eyes are formed of
an annulet enclosing a pellet. (Plate, Figs. 6 and 7.)
T h e r e are a few coins in Class III which exhibit slight
differences from the normal in the presence or absence
of the pellets. T h e y will be noted under the mints where
they occur.
1

British

Numismatic Journal,

vol. vii, p- 94-
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mode of distinction of the varieties,

though in themselves they would appear to be of little importance.
There is no doubt that with them we find other alterations of certain
letters which indicate, at least, a change of irons in use at the mint :
thus on the earlier coins of this division, Classes 1'", I, and II give
an X which is formed thus X : on Class III the X is represented 5€.
T h e R previously referred to becomes, on many members of Class III,
var. c, Hfe a very recognizable letter and one which is continued upon
the earlier coins of the sceptred division.

C O I N S WITH

SCEPTRE.

This division consists of at least eight recognizable types, each one
for the most part gradually altering into the next.
Class I V . — A transitional type.

(Plate, Fig. 8.)

T h e earliest coin with a sceptre is, except for this particular symbol,
almost exactly the counterpart of the. third variety of Class III.

A s in

that class the star is still present and in the same position above the
king's head at the top of the coin.
place.

T h e legend begins in the same

T h e pellets are almost invariably present.

the inner circle between

and III.

T h e sceptre pierces

Thus the word R65C is found

on this type along the outer side of the sceptre.
sceptre ends in an annulet.

T h e handle of

T h e king's crown presents two varieties,

viz., that seen on Class III, and a new variation with a large central
fleur-de-lys and a half-lys at each end.

(Plate, Fig. 9.)

Some of these

coins, presumably the later varieties, show small crescents outside the
curls.

T h e letter fl previously straight limbed, now has an ornamental

first stroke.

This letter was continued on all subsequent issues.

The

issue is rare and could have been in use but for a very short time.
It occurs of the three mints London, Canterbury, and St. Edmundsbury,
the only mints regularly issuing the coins with the sceptre.
T h e types now to be described constitute the well known and
mostly common coins in the long-cross series.

T h e sceptre is now

placed so that the numeral III is at its outer side.
necessitated the removal of the mint-mark.

This alteration

T h e leg-end begins at the
o
o
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the 8 and N of the king's name.

between

T h e type of the king's

crown is an easy mark for classification, but here again other features
are altered to produce a fresh type.
Class V a . — C o i n s closely resembling those of Class I V in style,
shape of bust and lettering.

The

old crown is retained and the

lettering is the same as on the last type.
in

the letter

earlier
are

x

X

which

now

One new form is introduced

commonly

becomes

is to be found on some of the coins.

round.

The

two

pellets

outside

the crescents above referred to are retained.

the

curls

K

although

T h e king's

eyes

disappear,

(Plate, F i g . io.)

the
but

On the

very earliest examples of this group a pellet is found dividing the king's
name from his title.
Class Vb.-—This

class closely resembles the last.

T h e king's head

is not quite so compact and fills rather more of the field limited by the
inner circle : the high crown is still in evidence.

T h e eyes are round.

This, taken with a new form of R with a wedge-shaped tail, is perhaps
the easiest way of distinguishing the class.
Class Vc.—A
eyes.

(Plate, Fig. n . )

new feature on this^ class is recognizable in the king's

T h e y are now punched in with irons which give an oval outline.

T h e s e oval eyes were continued on all subsequent coins.

T h e high

crown and other characteristics of Class Vb are closely

followed.

Crescents are nearly always in evidence, but in what may be a slightly
later issue, pellets are punched in outside the two curls as formerly.
One or two coins also exhibit a row of little pellets along the outline of
the beard, between this and the inner circle.
unaltered.

(Plate, Fig. 12.)

Class Vd.—-The
character.

T h e lettering is practically

class next to be described is of an entirely different

T h e king's crown shows a well-marked central

fleur-de-lys.

T h e f sides exhibit halves of the same flower ; between the central fleur
and the sides there would seem to be a further small ornament.
band of the crown on some coins appears to be slightly doubled.

The
These

characters are not at all clear on all the coins owing to a fault developing
in the single iron, which was used for striking in this new crown on
the dies.

T h e band thus often appears as single, broad and flat, and the
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ornaments at either side of the central fleur become oblong and faulty.
T h e make-up of the bust is somewhat difficult to describe in terms of
crescents, pellets, etc., which in themselves resemble those found on
earlier coins, but the result is a strikingly different bust.
the curls are the rule.

Pellets between

T h e letter irons are also totally different in form,

with the result that the letters themselves bear only a slight resemblance
to those found in Class Vc.

T h e uprights are thicker and I think

longer than on former coins, and they are slightly hollowed out above
and below.

T h e H is frequently barred from right to left instead of
T h e ligation of the N and the R, though

normally from left to right.

often present with the normally shaped N, is absent in the retrograde
A n e w R and X are now found.

variety.

Class V e . — P e a r l y crown.
last described.

(Plate, Fig. 13.)

T h i s type is most closely related to that

T h e chief difference is seen in the band of the crown,

which instead of being plain and flat is now made to show a row of
jewels.

T h e remaining characters, such as the make-up of the bust

and the lettering, closely follow Class Vd.

Some of the coins with this

jewelled crown, bear it perched on top of the old bust with the crescents
described under Class Vc.
Class Vf.—On

this type a third form of crown is exhibited.

band is markedly double.
ornament.

(Plate, Fig. 14.)
The

T h e r e is a low fleur-de-lys as a central

T h e side ornaments are large pellets.

T h e central fleur is

still between the letters E and N of the king's name but seldom reaches
up to their bases.
eyed

T h e king's bust resembles that on the first oval-

class, but crescents

are not found;

in their place pellets are

used to fill up all vacant spaces outside the curls and beard.

R and X

are of the same forms as those described on Class Vd, but are made with
finer wrought irons, and therefore more resemble the letters on the
earlier g r o u p s ; this resemblance

is

shown

in

the whole

legend.

Occasionally a row of three pellets is to be noticed before the h,, between
it and the sceptre head.
the e

T h e lb itself has a tail curving outwards to

instead of hitherto inwards to its own first stroke

Fig- 15-)
Class Vg.—The

(Plate,

chief difference between this and the type of the

double crown, Class Vf

is in the shape of the band of the crown, which is

I.
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T h e crown is low and has the same ornaments as last described.

T h e same new letters ft,, R, and X are again in evidence.

Pellets are

used as a fringe round the head, or as six large pellets in convenient
spaces.

T h e type is very common, taken as a whole.

Class V h.—Probably

(Plate, F i g . 16.)

the latest coins resembling Class Vg might be

grouped together as presenting slightly different characters.

In these

the central ornament of the crown is formed of three pellets punched in
close together so as to slightly resemble a lys.

T h e eyes are thick and

coarse and the iron for the nose and mouth is short.

In fact Class Vh

is somewhat of a caricature of Class V g clumsily carried out.

(Plate,

Fig. 17.)
T h e previously described classes are probably all that can with
•certainty be attributed to Henry III.

T h e last coins bearing his name

fall into two classes which have been referred to and discussed already
by Messrs. F o x in their paper on Edward I.

T h e y are, however, long-

cross coins bearing Henry's name and therefore complete the longcross series.
Class V I . — T h e first of these two classes is of very coarse and
careless work, and in this particular resembles the coarse coins of
Class VA.

T h e curls, however, are now realistic, the whole bust is

small and round.

T h e lettering presents one new variety in the shape

of a round n in place of the Roman square letter.

This is to be seen

on one of the two coins which constitute the whole class.
•one coin struck at Durham and one struck at St.

W e have

Edmundsbury.

(Plate, Fig. 18.)
Class V I I . — T h e last type of the long-cross coins, that certainly
struck in the reign of Edward I., gives us an entirely new bust with
hair and crown of an Edwardian type.
The
takes

T h e letter irons are new.

English n appears on some and the Lombarclic letter 1 often
the

place of the

Roman v.

The

N and R in the

king's

name are now no longer joined, but generally we find the e and the N
ligulated.
bury.

Coins of this type were issued at London and St. Edmunds-

(Plate, Fig. 19.)
1

See the reverse legend of Hazvkins, Fig. 288.
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Having described the types at considerable length some evidence
must be given as to the sequence in which they were issued.
The

older

writers

on

the

subject,

chiefly

three,

Hawkins,

Sainthill, and Sir John Evans, all classified the coins bearing

the

sceptre as having been issued before those on which it was absent.
Even so late as 1869, when Sir John Evans very briefly described the
Tower

Hill hoard, this was the classification in vogue.

themselves, however,

T h e coins

clearly point out their order of issue,

more

particularly when attention is directed to the late type with its realistic
Edwardian hair as compared with the bearded bust of the early type
on the bSNMGVS

R6X coin.

This latter coin shows by its size,

its beard of lines, not pellets, and its legend a close connection with
the last type of the short-cross coins.

T h e series then, as we now

know it, is exactly reversed from that as arranged by earlier writers.
T h a t we are correct in this reversal documentary evidence in abundance
will prove.
A . T h e appendix to John of Oxenedes' chronicle.
B. T h e same document transcribed

in the Red

Book

of

the

Exchequer.

These both deal with the preparations made for the new (longcross) coinage.

They

give the names of

all the officers

provincial mints, including those- of the moneyers.

of

the

These provincial

mints, with a few rare exceptions, only issued non-sceptre coins, and as
the order for their coinage was given in 1248, obviously the non-sceptre
varieties preceded those bearing the sceptre.
coins

the obvious class to place first

resemblance to the short-cross coinage.
I*.

N o w of these sceptreless

is that bearing the

closest

This is to be found in Class

Mules connect Class I* with Class I, the R 6 X TNG coins, and the

bust on this class and the varieties bearing a moneyer's name on the
reverse instead of the continuation of the obverse legend, bring us to the
TFFVCII coins.

T h e continuance of the TEFTGI bust on coins reading

III shows the correctness of the sequence I, II, III.

T h e varieties

of Class 111 lead insensibly but surely to the first coins with a sceptre,
which only differ from them in the presence of this adjunct, the lettering

I.

Sequence

of

the

and bust being precisely similar to Class III.
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T h e same relationship is

again exhibited between the sceptre-star class and that early sceptre
class, where the legend has been altered in position and the mint-mark
removed, Class Va.

Vb, continues the sequence and Class Vc is the

first type to exhibit oval eyes.

T h e crescents of IV and Va are still in

evidence and the high form of the crown is retained.

These are.

the last coins to exhibit these characteristics, and they vouch for the
correct placing of Vb after V a and Vc after Vb.
Class Vd, with its
dissimilar in character

new bust
from

and

other

new crown, although

long-cross coins,

is

so

quite
extra-

ordinarily muled with Class Vc that its place in the series cannot be
denied it.

These mules and varieties will be discussed in their proper

places under the mints, and the evidence to be shown there is quite
indisputable.
Class Ve, with its pearly crown, again, is so mixed up with both
the coins of Class Vc and Class V d that a most intimate connection
must have existed between them.

I am inclined to think that these

two crown irons, the new crown of Vd and the jewelled crown, were
used more or less indiscriminately.

All the jewelled-crown coins bear

the same moneyers' names as those found on coins with the new crown.
A s before stated, some of these jewelled crowns are found on the old
busts of Class Vc.
T h e coins of Class Vf

with its double crown, present but little

resemblance to the two classes immediately preceding them, in the
same way that these latter did not in the least resemble their predecessors.

On the other hand, except for the double crown, the class

is a counterpart of Class Vg.

Here again the moneyers leave the

question in no unsettled way, as will be seen later.
T h e last common type struck by many moneyers, Class Vg, follows
accurately on the double-crown coins.

It bears the same lettering,

the same form of crown, though not doubled, and the precise arrangement of the ornamenting' pellets.

T h e relationship of these coins of

Class Vg, to those which followed them, is a matter of more difficulty, as
the closing issues of Henry's reign seem to have been struck by fewer
moneyers, and finds have not revealed them to us in any quantity.
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Messrs. F o x have described the two very late types of these coins, one
certainly and one probably issued in the reign of Edward I.

I refer to

the last type and to the slightly earlier type, of which only two coins
are known.

Between this type and the coins of Class Vg, a certain

number of rough-looking pieces with Vg characters may be placed.
T h e crown on these, which is low, has three pellets closely placed
together superseding the lys of Class Vg.

T h e work is coarse and

the moneyers who struck the coins are known to be of late date.

MINTS.

There is, as before referred to, in the appendix of John of Oxenedes'
chronicle a complete list of the provincial mints and their moneyers as
ordered in 1247.
T h e mints are Bristol, Carlisle, Exeter, Gloucester,
Ilchester,

Lincoln,

Newcastle,

Northampton,

Hereford,

Norwich,

Shrewsbury, Wallingford, Wilton, Winchester, and York.

Oxford,
It will be

observed that Canterbury, Durham, London, and St. Edmundsbury
are not mentioned in the list given in the chronicle, and they are not
considered in this paper as provincial mints.
credited with four monetarii,
clericus.

Each mint in the list is

four ciistodes, two assaiatores, and one

T h e names of all these officers are given and will be referred

to in the list of coins struck in each mint.

It may be stated here that

there are coins extant of all the moneyers whose names are in the
chronicle, and in the cases of Bristol. Lincoln and York, of one other in
each mint.

T h e unmentioned York moneyer was for the Archbishop.

T h o s e of Bristol and Lincoln probably took the place of two who had
dropped out or died.
It will be shown that the provincial mints started work one year
later than those of London, Canterbury, and St. Edmundsbury: some
of them, however, commenced a little earlier than others, because of
Bristol, Carlisle, Hereford, Ilchester, Newcastle, Shrewsbury, Wallingford, and Wilton there are no known " Rex Terci " coins, the earliest
variety issued by provincial

mints.

T h e remaining mints,

Exeter,

Gloucester, Lincoln, Northampton, Norwich, Oxford, Winchester, and

The
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York, issued both varieties of the non-sceptred coins.

In the case of

these mints " Rex T e r c i " coins are known of all the moneyers issuing
the coins of the " Rex III " type.

Examples of all these pieces are in

the possession of Mr. Baldwin.
T h e s e mints were at work for a comparatively short time, as is
shown by the existence of coins of only four moneyers each, and by the
fact that with certain rare exceptions, viz., Gloucester, Wilton, and
York, of which Mr. Baldwin has sceptred coins, and possibly Lincoln and
Oxford, only non-sceptre coins were issued.

Messrs. F o x have docu-

mentary evidence concerning the time of the closure of these mints
which points to the year 1250.
T h e minor varieties of each mint will be found in the lists under
the mint names.
T h e four remaining mints, viz., London, Canterbury, St. Edmundsbury, and Durham, require more extended notice.

A s before, in the

short-cross times, and later in Edward I.'s time, as shown by Messrs.
Fox, these four supplied the bulk of the coinage of the country.
London took the largest share, then Canterbury, falling not far short of
London in its output and importance, and then St. Edmundsbury with
a much smaller issue.

T h e coins of Durham are few and limited to

those bearing the sceptre.
LONDON.

There is so much to be learned from the moneyers and their dates
of appointment, that a few words about them in general may not be
amiss. Whatever their position in earlier times as the actual strikers
of the coins may have been, they certainly were not artificers in the
thirteenth century. T h e names and callings of some of them are of
frequent mention in many of the rolls, and from these records it is clear
that beyond the placing of their names on the coins, thus entailing
responsibility on their part for the purity and correct weight of the pieces,
they could have had but little to do with the actual mintage. William,
the king's tailor, is recorded as a moneyer in the last class of the shortcross coinage. His coin is signed Willem Ta, possibly to distinguish
him from another William who may have been the issuer of a coin
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bearing the name of William only, and who was a moneyer at the same
mint (Canterbury) at the same time.

William de Gloucestre, the king's

goldsmith and clearly an important person, was granted dies both in
London and Canterbury about the year 1256, according to the Patent
Roll.

His name is mentioned frequently, and the coins bearing his name

will be considered presently in detail.

Thomas cle Weseham was the

king's surg"eon who had the grant of a die in London in 1260.
coin is now in Mr. Baldwin's possession.
as king's clerks.

His

Other moneyers are described

Here are two extracts from the Calendars of the

Patent Rolls referring to the subject : —
1243, July 8th, B o r d e a u x : —
T o the Archbishop of Y o r k and the Bishop of Carlisle.

The

king has written to them several times for Robert de
Cantuaria, the younger, for them to provide for him in an
ecclesiastical benefice of the value of 60 marks a year in
the diocese of Canterbury and is astonished they have not
clone so.
1257, January 27th, Windsor :•—
Grant for life to Robert de Cantuaria, king's clerk, son of
Robert de Cantuaria, some time king's clerk of one of
the king's dies in the mint of Canterbury.
Pie died or disappeared the same year, as on October ist his die
was granted to William cle Gloucestre.

Evidently this Robert was in

the Church in some position.
Other instances of the moneyers' positions could be multiplied, but
enough has here been stated to prove

that they were

not mere

workmen.
T h e names which figure on the London coins are : Davi,

Henri,

Ion, Nicole, Philip, Renaud, Ricard, Robert, Thomas, Walter,
Willem.

and

T h e s e men were not all in office at the same time, and con-

sequently all their names do not figure on all the types of coins issued
from

the London

probably all of

mint.

As

regards these types,

them, although

Class V I , is not yet forthcoming.

the first

type

London

with realistic

issued
hair,

T h e earliest type, Class I*, that

without the mint name, must also have emanated from London.

I.

The

London

Moneyers.
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Nicholas de Sancto Albano, the Nicole of the coins, was the first
officer, as his is the only name which appears on coins with the " Rex
A n g " obverse.

H e was appointed before 1248 and he was probably

the Nichole whose name appears on some very peculiar short-cross coins
issued from both the London and Canterbury mints.

T h e Rolls tell us

that he was connected with both mints in those times.
H e strikes in London types I, .1-11 (mule), II, III, IV, Va, Vd,
and Vc, and ceases with the coins bearing the high crown and ovaleyes.

His die was taken by William de Gloucestre, 1255 (? 6).
Henry Frowik, Henri on the coins, became a moneyer in 1248.

H e had the grant of a die for life in 1256.
Vg

His types run from III to

with the exception of the pearly-crown class, Ve.

T h e absence

of this is probably due to the accident of non-discovery.
David of Enefeld, Davi on the coins, was sworn as a moneyer in
1250, and got his life grant in 1256.

T h e earliest coins we have

bearing his name are late varieties of Class III and all types inclusive of
Vf, the double crown.

His die was granted to Thomas de Weseham

in 1260.
Richard Bonaventure, Ricard on the coins.

His dates are the same

as David of Enefeld's, and he, too, starts with coins of the late varieties
of Class 111 and goes on into the low crown, Vg, with all intermediate
varieties.
William de Gloucestre, Willem on the coins, received grants of
dies both in London and Canterbury in 1255 (? 6) ; the former in place of
the die of Nicholas of St. Albans, then dead.
early sceptred coins with oval eyes.

His first type was Vc, the

All the later types and varieties are

known with his name, including class Vg.

There was an earlier William,

whose name has not been identified, and who struck a blundered " Terci "
coin and an early coin without the sceptre, also an unsatisfactory coin.
John Harclel, Ion or Iohs on the coins, received his life grant in
1256.

His earliest coin is of type Vc, and his latest of type Vg.

Walter de Brussel. Walter on the coins, received his die for life at
the same time as John Hardel, and struck in the same types, Vc to Vg.
Thomas de Weseham, Thomas on the coins, the king's surgeon,
was appointed to the die formerly held by Davicl of Enefeld on May
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Mr. Baldwin has

his coin.
Robert, unidentified except for his name on two coins of Class Vg,
one in. the possession of Colonel

Morrieson and the other in my

collection.
Reginald de Cantuaria, Renaud on the coins.

No particulars are

known of him except that Philip de Cambio was sworn in in his place,
in 1278.

His types are Vg, and the coarse varieties of it, Vh,

last type, V I I .

also the

Mr. Baldwin has one of these late coins (not from the

Brussels find), I have another.
Philip de Cambio, Philip on the coins, appointed in 1278.

He

struck one type only, the Edwardian, Class VII.
T h e London coins require but little notice.

T h e mint name is

abbreviated according to the length of the moneyer's name.
find

LVN, LVND, L V N 0 6 , and L V N D 6 N .

T h u s we

S o m e of the " R e x A n g " coins

read LON.
CANTERBURY.

The

names

found

on Canterbury

coins are Alein,

Ambroci,

Gilbert, Ion, Nicole, Ricard, Robert, Walter, and Willem.
All the types except the first, which it will be borne in mind bears
no mint name, and the last two, attributed to Edward I., were issued at
Canterbury, and agree precisely with the corresponding London types.
T h e two mints were under one management.
of which five

There were eight dies,

were royal and three archiepiscopal.

There was no

archiepiscopal mark placed on the coins, and the archbishop simply
received as his share the profits of the three dies.
Nicholas de Hadlon or Nicholas de Sancto Albano,
the coins, appointed probably in 1247.
coarse variety of the last, Vh.

Nicole of

His types are I to Vg, and the

It is possible that here we may have had

two moneyers striking consecutively,

Nicholas of St. Albans, down

to his death in 1256, type Vc, and Nicholas de Hadlon the remainder.
T h e second Nicholas got his life grant on January 10th, 1256.
William Cockayne, Willem on the coins, sworn moneyer in 1250,
was probably at work before as his name appears on " Rex Terci " coins.

I.

The

Canterbury

Moneyers.

All types, except the Edwardian, appear with this name. There
were two Williams appointed to dies in Canterbury. T h e second
was William de Gloucestre, the king's goldsmith, who took the die of
Robert de Cantuaria, the younger, in 1257. William de Gloucestre was
murdered in 1262. It is impossible to distinguish the coins of these
two Williams during the times that they could have been working
together.
Gilbert de Bonninton, Gilbert on the coins, sworn as archbishop's
moneyer in 1248. His types extend from the " Rex Terci " coins, II,
to Vg. Apparently there is no coin of his known with a pearly crown, Ve.
John Terri, Ion, Iohs, Iohanes on the coins, sworn in 1250 with
William Cockayne.
His types run from III to Vg, again excepting
the pearly crown, Ve.
(1) Robert de Cantuaria, (2) Robert de Cantuaria son of Robert de
Cantuaria, (3) Robert de Cambio, (4) Robert Wylof, (5)Robert Weterlok.
Such are five names given in various rolls. It is possible that the last
two names refer to the same men, mentioned as of Canterbury or of the
mint (cambio). Robert of Canterbury, the elder, got his life grant in
1255, April 29th. His son, Robert the younger, in 1257, and Robert de
Cambio 1255, November 14th. T h e only name on the coins is Robert,
and the types run from Vc to Vg exclusive of the pearly crown, Ve.
William de Gloucestre took the die of Robert the younger on
October ist, 1257, so that the latter only owned the die for eight
months. There is nothing apparent on the coins to distinguish one
Robert from another.
Walter Adrian, Walter on the coins.
and the coarse coins of Vh.

All types from Vc to Vg

Alein, not identified, types Vg and the coarse Vh.
Ambroci, not identified, type Vg.
Richard l'Espec, archbishop's moneyer, appointed in 1268, probably
in place of Gilbert. His type is Vh of the coarse variety, with three
little pellets in place of the fleur-de-lys in the centre of the crown.
T h e coins issued at Canterbury spell the mint name OHN, C7INT,
GHNT6, G.HNT6R as will be seen from the lists, but there is another
series on which the name HJIH appears, which is of so much
VOL. IX.
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importance, and has been such a help in the classification, that it must
be treated at some length.
attributed

it

to

Ramsay.

Sainthill read the mint as RAM and
fo-HM

was

then

suggested

and

the

reference was to Northampton, finally the correct reading m i H was
identified.

Sainthill recorded three moneyers, Nichole, Walter, and

Willem, but since then two more moneyers have been found, John and
Robert, both from Mr. Baldwin's Brussels find.
These are all names found on ordinary Canterbury coins, but the
coins themselves are such unusual-looking pieces that for a long time
the suggestion was that they were of foreign origin; they belong, as true
coins, not mules, to Class Vd, but they seemed to resist classification.
Then more coins from the hoard revealed the fact that some of these
tz.HH coins had normal obverses of type Vc, the ordinary early sceptre
pieces with oval eyes, so that the idea of foreign origin had also to be
abandoned.

Finally, I was fortunate enough to find two coins, both

by Willem, one reading- FTFLH and one reading GFLNT, and both struck
from the same obverse die.

T h e question, numismatically, was thus

settled and tiflH is now a recognized reading for Canterbury.
Lately,

another piece of good fortune

e x t r a c t in the Calendar

of the Patent

Rolls

disclosed the following

:—

"Feb.
19, 1226, Mandatum est Priori Sancti Augustini
Kantuarie," and a few lines later on in the same entry, " Sancti
Augustini Cantuarie."

S o that now we have documentary evidence as well.
A further comparison of the coins bearing this crown, disclosed
the fact that the crown on all of them, or, at least, those that I have
examined, is made from a' single iron, and that the same iron was used
to punch the crown into all the dies, whether of London, Canterbury,
or St. Edmundsbury, the coins of which latter place will be discussed
under its mint.

So that we now know also that all the dies of type V d f o r

the three mints were made in London.

T o revert to the Canterbury

coins, the true reverse belonging to the obverse of type Vd reads
tiJiH. T h e formation of the letters of the legend corresponds with the

I.
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obverse lettering, and this is the only guide we can follow.

The

mules are thus easily separated : —
Nicole.— -Obverse- -Vc.
Obverse. --Vd.

Willem —- Obverse.--Vc.

Reverse-

-Vd.

Reverse.- -Vc.
Reverse-

-Vd.

Obverse.- -Vd.

Reverse- -Vc.

Gilbert— -Obverse.- -Vd.

Reverse.- -Vc.

loh.— - Obverse. --Vc.

Reverse-

-Vd.

Obverse.- -Vd.

Reverse.- -Vc.

R o b e r t - - Obverse.--Vd.
Obverse- -Vc.

Reverse- -Vc.
Reverse.- -Vd.

Walter— -Obverse- -Vd.

Reverse- -Vc.

Obverse.- -Vc.

Reverse.- -Vd.

It will be noticed that Gilbert, the archbishop's moneyer, struck
no coins reading U.HH, or rather that we know of no example.

Robert

also, so far as we know, did not strike a true coin, though both obverse
and reverse of the true coin are known as mules.

All the other four

moneyers struck true coins and coins muled both ways.

This is quite

sufficient evidence for placing type Vd next after type Vc, but the question
is not simplified by the presence of the pearly crown, Vc.

One example of

this coin, in Mr. Baldwin's find, is by Nicole, and the bust is of type Vc,
while the crown is of the pearly order.

T h e simplest way of leaving the

question for the present is to consider the crown with the row of pearls
as a variety of the crown on type V d and possibly interchangeable with it
and type Vc. All the moneyers in the pearled class, whether of London
or Canterbury, also struck in type Vd.

ST.

EDMUNDSBURY.

T h e mint of St. Edmundsbury, the third largest in the supply of
•coins during long-cross times, is perhaps the most capable of furnishing
•evidence of the sequence and dates of the various types.
It was an ecclesiastical mint under the rule of the abbot. There
was only one moneyer at a time, and the regulation was that only one
M 2
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old die had to be returned

It follows, therefore, that all the

dies are in sequence if we could only find a means of placing them
correctly.

T h i s can to some extent be accomplished where the types

help the consideration, but where one moneyer had been long in office,
and there were several dies of the same type of this moneyer, it is
difficult to decide which individual die precedes or succeeds its fellow.
T h e mint opens with type I in 1247.
Obverse.—bemIGVS

R6K THGLie/Ta^/GF/TIED, two coins of which

type, from the Brussels hoard in Mr. Baldwin's ownership, are the only
examples now known. T h e type is referred to in Rziding and

Hawkins,

but the ownership of the coin there described is unknown.

MONEYERS.

John, Ion on the coins, appointed sometime before 1248.
was a

(There

John striking at St. Edmundsbury in late short-cross times.)

H i s name first appears on " R e x Terci " coins, type II. H e struck in 111
and in all varieties of I V and Va.
Randulf le Blund, Randulf on the coins, appointed in 1252.
continues the sequence in Vb, Vc, Vd, and Vf

He

T h e coin of type Vd

will be described in detail.
Reginald

F i t z H e n r y , Renaud on the coins, appointed in 1258.

H i s type is Vg, with the low crown with a fringe of pellets.
Stephen

surname and date unknown, type Vg.

John de Burnedisse, Ion or Iohs on the coins, type Vg, and the
coarse variety, Vh, the variety with realistic hair and English n's, V I ,
given to Edward

I., and, finally,

the coin Class V I I , certainly

of

E d w a r d I.'s time.
Joceus, the goldsmith, Ioce on the coins.

H e took John's place

in 1278 and his single type is precisely like that of his predecessor,
Class V I I .
It

will

be

noticed

that

all

the

types

of

the mint of

Edmundsbury bear the closest resemblance to those of
Canterbury.

London

St.
and

I

The

Mint-names

of

St.

Edmundsbury.

T h e mint name is variously given as Sr€(OMVND, S6, Sr6D, S'fiDM,
S6NT6D, S6INT6D, and lastly as B6RI.
T h e coin bearing this last name is of type Vd, precisely like the
London coins, and the Canterbury coins reading MflH.
T h e reverse
reading is RJJNO ON I>6RI. T h e coin has the crown from the same
iron as the London and Canterbury coins.
It is, therefore, an
official English coin. From the dates previously given of the various
moneyers, the issue of the type can be shown to be before 1258. T h e
moneyer at St. Edmundsbury at that time was Randulf. One other
Randulf struck coins in the long-cross series, viz., Randulfus Fardein at
Ilchester. His coins were before 1252 and were without the sceptre. T h e
name I36RI can, therefore, have no relation to Ilchester. It can also have no
relation to London, Canterbury, or Durham, the only regular mints to strike
coins with the sceptre. Mr. Carlyon-Britton at one time brought forward
reasons for suggestingan issue at Berkeley, and I once thought the coin
might refer to Berwick.
Berwick, however, was Scottish at the time and
is therefore out of the question. T h e obvious suggestion held out by
the coin itself is that it ought to belong to one of the four mints working
sceptre coins, and as three are inadmissible it should belong to St.
Edmundsbury. T h e type would fit here and the moneyer Randulf is of
the correct date for the issue. I therefore took some trouble to find out
at what date prior to Henry III.'s time the name Bury was used by
itself without any addition of the prefix St. Edmund.
I noted a
chronicle connected with the A b b e y and called the Cronica Buriensis.
T h e date of the giving of the title I could not find although the chronicle
refers to history so far back as the eleventh century.
It was then
suggested that I should communicate with the Rev. James Davidson of
Bristol, whose name was given to me as an authority on place-names.
In answer to my letter, Mr. Davidson writes " i n Anglo-Saxon
documents it is written Buri and Beri," and gives me other readings.
I
therefore turned to Kemble's codex where in vol. iv, document 960, I
found the will of one Thurketil, a testator of Norfolk. T h e document
is in Anglo-Saxon, and from it I learned that then even the place was
known and described as Byri and Biry.
During the actual period of Henry III.'s reign I have not yet come
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across a reference to St. Edmundsbury as Bury although Mr. Davidson
gives me Buryu.

Later by some years Richard de Bury became

Bishop of Durham in 1331. H e was an ecclesiastic of Bury St. Edmunds,
so that both before and after the time of our long-cross coins the place
was known simply as Bury.

T h e attribution, therefore, of these coins

reading B6R.I to Bury St. Edmunds would seem to be without objection.
T h e y fill in the one missing type of the St. Edmundsbury mint, and
they compare in their unusual spelling with the equally unusual spelling
of the mint-name of Canterbury as HJili.
It is perhaps fair to state that Mr. Baldwin came to the same
conclusion, independently of myself, solely on numismatic grounds.

DURHAM.

N o early coins of this series are known of Durham, and Messrs.
F o x have shown good reason for this.

Coinage commenced about

1253 with Classes Va and Vb bearing the name Ricard, whose date
of appointment is unknown.
Class Vg.

Another moneyer,

Roger,

struck

His coins were discovered in the Brussels hoard.

in

One

• coin with the name Roberd, of the late type VI, is in my ownership.

DATES

OF THE

TYPES.

T h e first type was ordered in 1247,

T h e second is also to be

placed to the same year as it was before the issue of the provincial
coins.

T h e " Rex terci " coins were the earliest issued from provincial

mints and their coinage commenced in 1248.

T h e y may have been

issued shortly before in the three chief mints, as there are mules of this
and the " Rex A n g " coins.
T h e regular series of non-sceptred coins reading " Rex III." can be
placed between the years 1248 and 12 50. T h e later varieties of this type
were first made in this latter year, as three out of the four moneyers
striking them at London and Canterbury were only elected in 1250,
and of the other moneyer, William of Canterbury, we have no data as
to his appointment.

I.

l^he

Dates

of

the

Types.
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T h e next coins, those bearing the sceptre and star, must have been
struck before Easter, 1251, the date of Randulf le Blund's appointment
at St. Edmundsbury, as they bear the name of his predecessor Ion.
Incidentally they give us the year before which the non-sceptred coins
came to an end, and the closure of the provincial mints issuing these
coins only.

Within a very short time, hardly extending to months, the

first type of the ordinary sceptre coins must have made its appearance,
to be as quickly followed by the second variety, the last of the roundeyed coins.

This type must have been in issue for some years.

T h e first coins with oval eyes were all issued by moneyers, most of
whom received grants of dies on farm not earlier than January, 1255,
or later than Easter, 1256, and several of these were new appointments.
This as a substantive type could have been in use for a short time
only, as we find coins muled both ways by many of the moneyers
between this and the next type with the new crown.

T h e coins with the

pearly crown were probably in use at the same time, but their characteristics do not help us to a more accurate dating.

Nicolas de Sancto

Albano, who died before May, 1255, had not time to issue either of
these later coins, though William de Gloucestre, his successor, issued
both.
Something of an approximate date can be given to the doublebanded crown type.

It was the last type of David of Enefeld, who was

succeeded by Thomas de Weseham

in

May,

1260, and

also

of

Randulf le Blund, of St. Edmundsbury, who disappeared not later than
1258 and possibly earlier than this.
T h e latter date, that of Renaud of St. Edmundsbury, may help us
to fix the earlier limit of the first low-crowned and common sceptre type
which was used by twenty moneyers.

T h e duration of the type was

evidently long, though we do not find many marked variations in
it.

Those which were considered rather later, on account of the

coarser style of work, have been noted of four moneyers only, viz.,
Renaud of London, Nicole, Alein, and Ricard of Canterbury.

The

only date that can help us here is that of Ricard, who was appointed
moneyer for the Archbishop in 1267.

A still further degree of coarse-

ness is to be found on some of Renaud's coins, and on one issued by
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John de Burnedisse, who was appointed to St. Edmundsbury in 1265,
January 29th.
T h e two types attributed to Edward I. by Messrs. F o x have been
already dated, the first approximately to 1274, and the second certainly
to 1278.

It was then that Philip de Cambio took Renaud's die and

that Joceus, the goldsmith, received his appointment.

FINDS.

T h e materia.! hoards of long-cross coins which have been discovered
and described are few in number.
One was found in Bantry, Ireland, in 1834, and is described in
Sainthill's Olla Podrida,

vol. i.

T h e listed coins were 702 in number, consisting of English, Irish,
and Scottish coins.
T h e English pennies were all of the long-cross series.

T h e Irish

coins were of the same time and were of the Irish long-cross types,
and the

Scottish

were described as of William the

Lion (1) and

Alexander (10).
The

English coins were of all the mints except Durham and

Wallingford.

T h e early types without the sceptre were present as

well as many sceptred types.

Sainthill gives a sceptre to Adam of

Oxford and William of Lincoln.

Unfortunately many readings are

inaccurate and are therefore valueless.
All the London moneyers were present except Thomas, Robert,
Renaud, and Philip.
Ambroci, and Ricard.

A t Canterbury Sainthill fails to record Alein,
Ion and Randulf are the only two described

as of St. Edmundsbury.
misread RAN or RAM.

Coins reading UHH were present though

Many provincial moneyers' names are absent.

T h e hoard would appear to have been deposited not later than 1267,
as there were no coins of Richard of Canterbury.

If the Ion of St.

Edmundsbury was the earlier John, and his coins without the sceptre
were certainly present, then 1258 is the latest date.

T h e absence of

common coins of Renaud of London would probably put the date back
a little further.

I.

The

Finds.

A hoard found in 1869 on Tower
Sir John Evans in Numismatic
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Hill and described by the late

Chronicle, New Series, vol. ix.

There were English, Irish and Scottish coins found numbering
215. T h e Scottish were of Alexander III., the English and Irish of longcross types.
All the mints were present except Gloucester, Ilchester, Newcastle,
and Wallingford.

All the early types except the first were present, and

both non-sceptred and sceptred types are described.

Thomas, Robert,

and Philip are missing from the list of London moneyers but Renaud is
present.

Richard is the only missing moneyer of Canterbury.

and Randulf are the moneyers of St. Edmundsbury.

John

Here, as in the

Bantry hoard, the mint of St. Edmundsbury supplies the first information.
T h e John was doubtless the early moneyer, and Randulf had certainly
disappeared by 1258.

Renaud of London, however, was present and

although we do not know his date of appointment, his types probably
began about 1258 or a little later, as we have Renaud of St. Edmundsbury appointed in that year.

There were no coins of Richard of

Canterbury, 1267, nor any of John de Burnedisse of St. Edmundsbury, 1265, so that the hoard cannot have been buried later than 1265
nor earlier than 1258.

If the sceptred coins had been more accurately

subdivided, some date within narrower limits might have been assigned.
A hoard of long-cross coins found at Palmer's Green, N., May ist,
1911, and described by Mr. Grueber in Ahimismatic
Mr.

Chronicle,

1911.

Grueber kindly placed his manuscript of this find in my

hands for the purposes of the present paper.
There were 217 coins found, consisting of English and Irish longcross coins and long double-cross coins of Alexander III. of Scotland.
T h e English portion of the hoard, 208 in number, contained all
the types except the last two, those attributed to Edward I.
was one specimen of the rare first type.
were

present,

those

absent

being

There

T h e majority of the mints
Bristol,

Hereford,

Ilchester,

Wallingford, and Wilton.
Mr. Grueber includes in his list of London moneyers all except
Thomas, Robert, and Philip.
except Alein, Ambroci

Similarly,

and Richard,

the Canterbury moneyers,

all figure

in the list.

The
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moneyers of St. Edmundsbury were John, Randulf, and Stephen.

An

analysis of these moneyers' names gives almost the same results as
regards dates as were afforded by the Tower Hill hoard.

Renaud of

London is again present and Stephen of St. Edmundsbury appears ; we
do not know his date but the absentee, John de Burnedisse, 1265, came
after him.

Richard of Canterbury, 1267, is again absent, so that a limit

between 1258 and 1265 is again possible but not very accurate.

THE

BRUSSELS

HOARD.

T h e last hoard to be referred to as containing- long-cross coins is
that which was found in Brussels some three years ago.

T h e contents

of the find consisted of English and Irish long-cross coins of Henry II I.,
Scottish coins of Alexander III., of the long double-cross issues, a large
quantity of coins of the Low Countries, both sterlings in imitation of the
English coins, and a still larger number of small continental coins,
finally many short-cross coins of our English kings which comprised
examples of all the types.

There were probably 150,000 pieces in all.

T h e hoard was sold in Brussels in October, 1909, and Mr. Baldwin
became the owner of some 100,000 specimens.

T h e long-cross coins

cover the whole period to and including coins of type Vg, that with
the sceptre and low lys-marked crown.

Every

variety

previously

known down to this type was in the hoard, and besides them a host of
new varieties such as the jewelled crown type, previously quite unknown.
All

the moneyers,

provincial and

otherwise,

were

continental coins dated the hoard to about 1264.

present.

The

T h e English pieces

tell the same story. There were no coins of Richard of Canterbury, date
1267, no coins of John de Burnedisse of St. Edmundsbury, 1265, no
late

coins

Edwardian

of

Renaud of

Class

VII,

so

London, and of course no coins of the
that

the

English

coins

confirm

the

correctness of the date as supplied by those of the Continent.
Mr. Baldwin purposes at some future time to publish a complete
list of the part of the hoard in his possession, and I think we shall all
look forward to studying the results of his labour when the final story
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of the coins is completed.
His list will tell us that the find easily outnumbers all previously known long-cross coins.
Before leaving the silver coins, some notice must be taken of a
coin figured in Rudings

Stipplement, Part II, Plate II, No. 23.

It is

a large coin which looks like a magnified penny struck by Robert of
Canterbury.
in detail.

It is very crudely drawn, and clearly not at all accurate
The

legends, however, are correct even to the ligation.

They are—
Obverse.—fteH^IGVS
R6X III.
Reverse.—ROIJ/8RT/CNG/7HT.

But the lettering is not very reliable for class purposes.
T h e description in vol. ii does not give either weight or ownership.
A reference to vol. i, p. 186, tells us that the coin was

"represented

in the second of two plates engraved by Mr. North, who intended to
write a dissertation on the Coinage of Henry III. but never did so."
The

picture

was

copied

from

Mr.

North's plate,

the coin

and

owner being unknown. • A

further reference is given to Grafton s

Chronicle

" T h e king summoned a parliament at

sub anno

1249.

London, in the which it was enacted, that ' a coyne of a certeine
weight of silver called a grote should be stamped, and that it should
have on the one syde the picture of the kinges face, and on the other a
crosse extended in length to the extreme parts thereof, to the entent
there should be no deceyt used by diminishing or clipping the same.' "
Ruding refers the reader to a similar account given by Grafton in 1227.
Obviously the coin represented cannot have been that suggested
by Grafton, as in the year 1249 the coins with the sceptre, of which this
is one, were not yet made, moreover the similar entry under the year
1227 could not possibly have referred to the long-cross coinage.

The

whole subject would have been left to the obscurity with which it is
surrounded, were it not for the fact that Mr. Ready had a coin of the
same design and size as Ruding's illustration.

My remembrance of the

coin, when I saw it some years ago, suggested originality.

I cannot

here state the reverse inscription, but I have some memory of having
seen it weighed against two long-cross pence, which it just counter-
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It is therefore just possible that some such coin as a double

penny or groat was struck of which there may be two examples.
date, however,

assigned by Grafton

is probably

incorrect.

The
There

appears to be no mention of such a piece in any of the official records
of the time.
T H E GOLD COINAGE.

It would be unscientific in a paper of this sort if no reference were
made to the attempt to issue a coinage of gold during these times.
T h e subject has been referred to by some of our older writers.
T h e first reference to the gold penny of Henry III. is to be found
in t h e 1 7 6 3 edition o f M a r t i n F o l k e s ' Table

of English

Silver

and

Gold

Coins.

Snelling in the same year printed an engraving of one of these

coins.

Ruding in his " Annals of the Coinage," and Kenyon in " T h e

Gold Coins of England," also refer to these pieces, and, lastly. Sir John
Evans, in a paper entitled " T h e
(Numismatic

Chronicle,

Third

First Gold

Coins of E n g l a n d "

Series, vol. xx), gives

considerable

information on the gold penny, and figures four coins.
There are, at present, at least six specimens known of the coin.
T w o are in the British Museum, two others were in Sir John Evans's
collection.

There was one in the Murdoch collection, and one more is

in the cabinet of Colonel Leslie Ellis.
T h e general type of all the coins is the same, viz.— Obverse : the
king seated on a chair of state.

Reverse : a long double cross with a rose

set between three pellets in each angle.

A s most of these pieces differ

considerably in treatment it will be necessary to describe them somewhat in detail.
Type I :—
Obverse:—The king, bearded, crowned, and robed seated in a chair
of state, holding in his right hand a sceptre and in his
left hand an orb surmounted by a cross. The throne has
arms and legs formed of lines of pellets. The edge of the
seat is surmounted by trellis work above which is a line- of
annulets, two on each side being visible. The floor on which
the king's feet are resting is covered with a tapestry or carpet
exhibiting an ornamentation of squares of a diapered pattern.
The king's hair and beard are composed of pellets and the
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sceptre is lys-headed. The king's crown has a central ornament like that on the silver pence of the early high-crowned
sceptre coins.

T h e legend is I T S H R I G R€TX • X ' W * .

The

R and X closely resemble the corresponding letters on the
silver coins before mentioned. There are traces of a dotted
outer circle.
Reverse:—The general type before referred to. The legend is
WIILIL/EH : O/NLTV/MDG : The N's each have a little
dash in the middle of the cross bar, also commonly found on
the silver coins. There are no ligulated letters. A colon is
present after WIIILTQM and after LTVNDQ. There are traces
of an outer dotted circle.
T h r e e coins of this type are known, namely, those of the British
Museum, Colonel Leslie Ellis, and the late Sir John Evans.
T y p e IJ differs from the preceding in the following particulars:—
Obverse.—The king's head is of a slightly different shape. The crown
appears to be surmounted by a low lys, and I am inclined to
think it shows a double line as on the double crown type of
the silver coins. The seat of the throne shows a difference
in ornamentation as does the carpet at the king's feet. The
orb is surmounted by a fleur-de-lys ?. The legend is
FOGNRIG' R € X : \-\-V-:
There are two pellets after R G X
and between the head of the sceptre and the king's head. The
letters are practically the same as on type I.
Reverse.—Legend : Wmii/GM : O/NIlVn/DGNv.
The first R in
LIVRDQN is of the round variety and there is a quatrefoil
of four pellets after the mint name. The N's miss the little
dash on the connecting stroke.
T h e only coin of this type was Mr. Murdoch's.
T y p e I I I . — V e r y much like type I : —
Obverse:—Slight differences in the ornaments of the throne
and carpet.
The legend is JL>QRRIGR RQX I III' l The 12 is of the round variety.
Reverse-.

WIII/IIGM/ONII/VND:

There is an ornamental

flourish

after the first IX in WIIIIISM and another of a different character
after the same letter in LIVND. The N's have no dash in the central
stroke.
One coin from these dies is known, late Sir John Evans.
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T y p e I V . — T h e differences in this type are more marked.
king's hair is realistic instead of being composed of pellets.

The

T h e throne

has the arms and legs composed of lines instead of pellets. T h e front of
the seat is not so much ornamented and the pattern on the carpet again
differs.

Orb and sceptre are very like the same insignia on type I, but

the cross on the orb is shorter.

T h e legend is h,eNRHGr R6K - X- * -X •

T h e X closely resembles that found on the low-crowned sceptre coins
in silver.

T h e reverse legend differs only in the shape of the ornament

following the h of UVND on the last type, it is WIL:/IIGM/ONII/VND :
T h e N's are again without the dash.
One coin known, British Museum.
All these coins greatly resemble one another, and it is only by
attention to small details that any attempt to classify them has been
made.

T h e hair and the

which bears it last.

letter x would suggest placing the coin

T h e other coins then fall into order as bearing

some of the characters connecting them in common.

T h e coins of

type I would appear to be the earliest.
Now that so many of our rolls and chronicles are published there
is no great difficulty

in finding chapter and verse for the dating of the

issue of the gold currency.
vicecomitum Londoniamm
Hoc anno creavit

Rex

A reference to the Cronica

Maiorum et

give under the year 1257, 41 Henry III.,
monetam

auream denar' ponderis

duorum

sterlingorum, de auro purissimo et voluit ut ille aureus curreret in pretio
viginti sterlingorum.
at Chester on

T h e official close roll for the same year dated

August

16th,

1257, refers

to this coinage and the

king's command that it should be current in London and elsewhere in
the realm of England, each penny for twenty sterling pennies.

The

coinage did not meet with approval, and though it does not appear to
have been recalled, it was probably largely melted down on account of
its high value.

Sir John Evans has collected several references to it

in his above-mentioned paper.
T h u s in November, 1259, seventy-two gold pennies were ordered
to be placed in the treasury.
October 25th, 1265, a liberate was addressed to the Barons of the
Exchequer authorizing them to pay to William FitzRichard, the keeper
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of the Exchange in London, the sum of forty shillings for twenty pennies
of the new gold money which he had bought by the king's order.
In 1267 sixty shillings were paid for thirty gold pennies of the new
coin, and in 1270 two shillings were paid for one gold penny.
T h e last entry shows that the gold penny had risen in value from
twenty to twenty-four pence.
Now what do the coins themselves tell us ? There are three, if not
four, variations of type, which fact shows that they could not well have been
issued at once. There is, however, only one moneyer's name on the coins,
Willem.
smith.

This was doubtless William de Gloucestre, the king's goldH e is the only William of whom we have any records.

He

received his grant of a die in 1255 in place of Nicholas de Sancto
Albano, and he was murdered in Southampton in 1262, but the order
for the gold coinage was only given in 1257.

So that we can fix the

years 1257 and 1262 as the limits of its issue.

Although a record

exists mentioning the coins in 1270, these were probably some of those
last struck by William de Gloucestre and kept for future use.
Sir John Evans suggested that their purpose, and the object of the
king's purchase of them, were for church offerings.

T H E

TYPES

L O N G - C R O S S

OF

THE

C O I N A G E .

PROVINCIAL

MINTS.

Bust
Round
showing
bust.
bust.
neck.
Class II. Class III«. Class 1116.
Class IIL.
TfiRGI.

TGRGI

BRISTOL.
6LIS

X

bfiNRI
IHGOB

X

X

X
X

X

X

R0G6FV

X

x

WHLT6R

X

X
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MINTS—continued.

Round
TGRGI
bust.
bust.
Class lib?. ClassIIIA

Bust
showing
neck.
Class I He.

CARLISLE.
x

HOHM

ION

X

ROI56RT

X

X

WILLGM

X

X

?

EXETER.
ION

X

X

X

X

PblLIP

X

X

X

X

ROIiGRT

X

X

X

WHLTGR

X

X

LVGHS

X

X

ION

X

X

RIGHRD

X

X

R0G6R

X

GLOUCESTER.
.X
X
X

X

X

X

HEREFORD.
bGNRI

X

X

RIG7IRD

X

X

X

R0G6R

X

X

X

WHLT6R

X

X

X

ILCHESTER.
bVGG

X

X

RHNDVLF

X

X

STGPbe

X

X

IGRVGIS

X

X
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MINTS—continued.

T6RGI
Class II.

Bust,
Round
T6FVGI
showing
bust.
bust.
neck.
Class III«. Class IIIb. Class 11 If.

ION

X

X

X

RIGHRD

X

X

X

WHLT6R

x

X

X

X

WILL6M

x

X

X

X

X

X

LINCOLN.

NEWCASTLE.
HDHM

...

b6NRI

X

ION

X

R066R

X
X

*

*

X

X

X

X

NORTHAMPTON.
LVGHS

X

PblLIP ...

X

X

X

X

TOM7IS

X

X

X

X

WILL6M

X

X

X

X

bvce

X

X

X

?

IHGOIi

X

X

X

?

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

NORWICH.

ION

...

WILL6M

X

OXFORD.
HDHM

X

G6FR6I

X

H6NRI
WILL6M

X

VOL. IX.

X

X

X

.

X
X

X
X

X

N
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MINTS—continued.

Bust
Round
T6RGI
showing
bust.
bust.
neck.
Class Illtf. Class IIIb.
Class I He.

SHREWSBURY.
LORGNS

X

X

NIG0L6

X

X

P6RGS

X

X

X

X

X

RIGHRD

.

X

YORK.
HLHIN

X

X

X
X

I6R6MI6

X

X

X

ION

X

X

X

X

R6NGR

X

X

X

X

X

X

HLISHNOR6

X

X

GL8M6NT

X

TOMHS
WALLINGFORD.

RIGHRD

X

ROBGRT

X

X

WINCHESTER.
bVGG

X

IVRDHN

X

NIG0L6

X

WILLGM

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Y

X

X

bVGG

X

X

ION

X

X

WILL6M

X

X

.

WILTON.
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London,

Canterbury,

I II

Moneyers.

LONDON.
NIG0L6 1255
1248 bSNRI
...
1250 DSVI 1260
1250 RICflRD ...
WILIiBM
ION or lObS
WflLTSR,
1260 TftOMflS
R0B6RT ...
RGNflVO 1273
1278 Ph>6LIP ...

and

the Ecclesiastical

Mints.

V

IV

III

VI

b c d

e

/

X

X
X

X

X

X X X
X X X X
X X X X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X X

a

a

b

c

X

X

*

X

X X
X X

X
X

X
X

COINAGE

g

h

i

X

X

VII

X

F
F
F
F
F
F

CANTERBURY.

*

ION
1251 BflNDVLF
1258 R6NflVD
STepit,flNe
126s ION or I0ft>S
1278 I0G6

X X
X X

X X
X X X

X

X

X

X
X
X
X

X
X

X

NIG0L6 ...
F
1250 WILL6MJ
F
1248 GILB6RT §
1250 ION or lObS F "
R0B6RT
F
WflLTGR
JJL6IN ...
flMBROGI
1267 RIGJIRD § 1271
ST. EDMUND'S.

X

*

X
X
X

X
X
X

X

X

X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X t t X
X t t X
X X X
X t t
t X
t t X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X X
X X
X

X
X

X
X
X
X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

II

X
X
X
X

X

X

X
X

DURHAM.
BIGflRD ...
ROGfiR ...
ROIIGRT ...

X

X
X
X

F Moneyers marked F received a die on farm in Easter term 1256.
* Coins of doubtful origin.
t Coins reading OjRN and fl.HH.
J Coins of II, Ilia and M b must belong to a William of whom we have no record.
William Cokyn, sworn in 1250, should begin with IIIc, as did David and Richard of
London and John of Canterbury, who were sworn in the same term.

§ Archbishop's moneyer.

|| RJJNO ON B6RI.

N.B.—A date on the left of a moneyer's name is that of his taking the oaths before
the Barons of the Exchequer. A date on the right is that at which he is definitely stated
to be dead or superseded.

