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STEPHEN BMC TYPE I FROM BURY ST EDMUNDS 
WITH LEFT-FACING BUST

R.J. EAGLEN

MACK, in his trail-blazing British Numismatic Journal paper on ‘Stephen and the Anarchy’ in 
1966, recorded and illustrated three obverse dies of Stephen type BMC I (the ‘Watford’ type) 
with a left-facing bust. One of the coins bore the reverse legend +DaGVN:ON[ ]. The two 
remaining reverses were largely illegible, but one read ON:[   ]V, which led Mack to surmise 
Wilton (PILTV) as the possible mint.1 Even when North completed the third edition of his 
English Hammered Coinage, volume 1, in 1994 he was unable to add to the three coins illus-
trated by Mack.2 Thus the appearance of a fourth specimen, from Bury St Edmunds, more 
than four decades after Mack is a numismatic event of importance. The coin, illustrated below 
(Figure 1), may be described as follows:

Obverse: +S[large and recumbent S]TIEFNE+; bust of king left, wearing crown ornamented with three fl eurs and 
concave stringers; hair depicted by three parallel curving lines at back of head; collar composed of two shallowly 
curving concave bands above a row of fi ve pellets, with a single parallel curved band below; sceptre in front of 
face, topped by a fl eur, presumably held in the king’s left hand. No circle within legend.
Reverse: +hVNFREI [apparently over hENRI] ON EDM; inscription around a pelleted border containing a cross 
moline with a fl eur in each angle.
Wt. 1.11 g, die axis 180˚. Found to the ‘east of Bury’, c.2005.3 The coin passed through the hands of Mike 
Vosper and Spink before being acquired by the present owner.

The obverse has certain features akin to Stephen’s BMC type VI, the Profi le/Cross and Piles 
type: most conspicuously the left-facing bust, a large recumbent S and the lack of an inner 
circle. However, other examples are to be found in BMC type I where the inner circle is absent 
or incomplete.4 There are also three distinctive differences between BMC types I and VI: the 
crown of BMC type VI usually has annulets instead of fl eurs and the stringers are convex 
rather than concave; the collar of BMC type VI has a single band rather than a double band 
above the pellets and the hair is composed of ringlets rather than curved lines. The Bury coin 
has each of these BMC type I characteristics.

In comparing BMC types I and VI, one coin from Sudbury classifi ed by Mack as BMC type 
VI, with a conventional Cross and Piles reverse, has an obverse with a large recumbent S and 
fl eurs to the crown. However, the stringers are convex, the hair appears to be in ringlets and 
the collar is single-banded.5 Therefore, despite certain hybrid features, there is no reason to 

 1 Mack 1966, 70 (no. 183), 72 (no. 194), 71 (no. 195), Pl. VI.
 2 North 1994, 207.
 3 This coin is recorded as EMC 2010.0152. David Palmer has informed the author that two further examples, possibly from 
the same dies, are said to exist but unfortunately no further particulars are available.
 4 Mack 1966, 40.
 5 Mack 1966, 54 (no. 93), Pl. III.

Fig. 1. Stephen BMC type I penny of Bury St Edmunds with left-facing bust (twice actual size).
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question the classifi cation of the Bury obverse to BMC type I, or the Sudbury obverse to 
BMC type VI. The re-engraving of hVNFREI over hENRI on the Bury coin was fi rst noticed by 
Dr Martin Allen when the coin illustrated was shown to him at the Fitzwilliam Museum. Both 
moneyers were already known at Bury in BMC type I, although each from only one speci-
men.6 Henri was not otherwise represented in the reign at the mint but Hunfrei is known by 
two coins from the same dies in BMC type II and three coins from the same dies in BMC type 
VI.7 A moneyer named Henri also occurs in the Cross-and Crosslets (‘Tealby’) coinage of 
Henry II at Bury. Although the hiatus in the appearance of the name after Stephen’s fi rst type 
could, theoretically, be attributed to the paucity of surviving coins from the reign, the name 
does not arise again until several years into the well-represented output of Tealby pence at Bury.8 
His identifi cation with the Henri of Stephen’s reign may, therefore, be safely discounted.

Although the altered reverse die of Henri is distinct from the reverse used to strike his only 
other known coin at Bury, there are grounds to suggest that his tenure as a moneyer was short-
lived. Normally, the abbot of Bury was granted one moneyer, who was allowed only one set 
of dies at a time. However, at uncertain dates early in the reign of Stephen a second and a third 
die (representing two additional moneyers) was granted to the abbot.9 The resultant pattern 
of moneyers at Bury in the reign (excluding the hENRI/hVNFREI coin ) is shown in Table 1:

TABLE 1. Moneyers active at Bury St Edmunds in BMC types I, II, VI of Stephen10

Moneyer Type I    Type II Type VI

 REX RE R –
Gilebert 1a   __________2 ______________________6 --------------------1?
Acelin 1___________1______________________________________1 1
Hunfrei   1b _________________________ 1 1
Henri    1
Iun(?)  ?
Oddo?    1
[ ]ric      1
No. of moneyers 2 2? 3 3? 3? 3

Notes: 
a.  Arabic numerals indicate obverse dies known.
b.  Obverse title possibly incomplete.

In this table, taken from the author’s The Abbey and Mint of Bury St Edmunds, Hunfrei 
appears before Henri on the hypothesis proposed by Seaman that the royal title was progres-
sively abbreviated from REX until omitted altogether.11 Given that the name of Hunfrei was 
engraved over that of Henri it would seem that Henri’s name should precede Hunfrei’s in the 
table. This suggests that Henri operated briefl y alongside Gilebert and Acelin, before being 
replaced by Hunfrei. The precise position of Oddo (if  his coin is correctly identifi ed) is unclear, 
as is the juncture when Gilebert ceased to operate. Whatever the actuality, Seaman’s hypothesis 
clearly begins to unravel at the end of type I.
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