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TWO NOTES ON STEPHEN BMC  TYPE 7 
MARTIN ALLEN AND T.G. WEBB WARE 

ONE of  the authors of  these notes (MA) has published a study of  Stephen BMC  type 7 (the 
Awbridge' type of  1153/4-58) in the last volume of  this Journal}  The other author (TGWW) 
has discovered three type 7 pennies not included in the study, which add a new mint 
(Durham) and a new Warwick moneyer to the corpus for  the type. 

1. Durham, a new mint for  type 7 
In March 1995 a penny of  Stephen type 7, found  shortly before  at Embleton, north of 
Alnwick in Northumberland, was shown at the British Museum, where it was identified  as a 
coin of  Huntingdon, moneyer Derling, reading '+DELING:ON:hVN'. As such it has been ten-
tatively published by Robin Eaglen in his survey of  the Huntingdon mint, with the coda 'the 
whereabouts of  this coin is unknown'.2 This important coin has now become available for 
study. It tells an interesting story, removing moneyers from  the canon of  type 7 at 
Huntingdon and Pevensey, and adding Durham to the list of  mints in the type. 

The coin (weight 1.40g) is quite well struck, although slightly off-centre,  and it might be 
read as +RELI[--]ON:hV[-]EM (Fig. 1). The keys to the identification  are the first  letter of  the 
moneyer's name and the first  letter of  the mint signature, but unfortunately  neither letter is 
entirely clear. The former  is a large letter, clearly open at the bottom, possibly an R. Only the 
lower half  of  the latter letter is visible. It has a vertical upright and a curved limb, and could 
equally well be a D or h. Further examination of  the first  letter of  the moneyer's name, how-
ever, raises another possibility, that it might be an elaborate F, with a vertical bar connecting 
the two horizontal strokes on the right. This would greatly reduce the number of  possible 
readings, for  only one Norman moneyer with a name beginning with 'FEL. . .' is known: 
Felipe, recorded in exactly this type at the mint of  Pevensey. The coin attributed to Pevensey, 
now in the British Museum, was first  published by H.H. King in his review of  the Sussex 
mints, where the reading is given as '+-ELIPE:ON:P-EN', and this attribution was accepted by 
F. Elmore Jones in his paper on Stephen type 7 in the same volume of  the Journal? 
Examination of  the illustration provided by Elmore Jones reveals that the 'Pevensey' coin and 
the 'Huntingdon' piece are struck from  the same pair of  dies. Very fortunately  the two surviv-
ing legends are largely complementary. The only uncertain letters remaining are the first  and 

Fig. 1. 

1 Allen 2006. 
2 Eaglen 1999, 144; Allen 2006, 272 (no. 86). 
3 King 1955-7, 74 (no. 12); Elmore Jones 1955-7, 537. 550, PI. XXXI, 17; Allen 2006, 280 (no. 216). 
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third of  the mint signature. The third letter is almost certainly an R, and the first  letter can be 
resolved by deduction. The Embleton coin shows that it cannot be a P, while the British 
Museum coin confirms  that it is not an h. The only remaining possibility is a D, giving the full 
reading +FELIPE:ON:DVREM, an unequivocal reading for  Durham. 

One of  the authors (MA) has suggested that the Durham mint closed after  the usurpation 
of  the bishopric by William Cumin (1141^44), remaining closed during the pontificate  of 
Bishop William of  Ste Barbe (1143-52), before  reopening under Henry II for  the Cross-and-
Crosslets  (Tealby)  coinage in 1158.4 The fortunate  die identity of  these two examples of  type 
7 now demonstrates that the Durham mint was active in the coinage of  1153/4-58, during the 
early years of  the pontificate  of  Bishop Hugh of  Le Puiset (1153-95). It was thus the most 
northerly mint of  England until Henry II's recovery of  Cumberland and Northumberland 
from  the Scots in 1157, and the opening of  English mints in Carlisle and Newcastle for  the 
production of  the new Cross-and-Crosslets  coinage from  1158. 

The addition of  Durham to the corpus of  mints in type 7 raises the possibility that some 
or all of  the type 7 coins attributed to Dunwich might be coins of  the Durham mint. There 
are three cut halfpennies  and one cut farthing  of  the moneyer Nicole, and a cut halfpenny  of 
a moneyer having a name beginning with R (possibly Rogier). The mint signature of  the 'R' 
coin is DVN, and three of  the coins of  Nicole have mint signatures that can be reconstructed 
as DVN or DVNE (the name of  the mint is completely missing on one coin).3 When the first 
coin of  Nicole was discovered in 1988, it was suggested that the appearance of  a moneyer of 
that name at Ipswich and Norwich in the Cross-and-Crosslets  coinage, together with its East 
Anglian findspot  (Thetford),  supported an attribution to Dunwich.6 Another halfpenny  of 
Nicole has been found  at Andover in Hampshire, but the farthing  was found  at Dunwich 
itself.7  The halfpenny  of  the enigmatic moneyer 'R' came from  the Wicklewood (Norfolk) 
hoard.8 On present evidence the attribution of  the Nicole coins to Dunwich seems to be plau-
sible, but the attribution of  the 'R' coin to Dunwich or Durham must remain an open ques-
tion for  the present. 

2. A new Warwick moneyer in type 7 
The Warwick mint has been recorded in type 7 on the basis of  a penny now in the British 
Museum, from  the Awbridge hoard, reading +EVERARD:[-]PARPI:.9 In 2002 a new type 7 
penny of  Warwick (weight 1.39g) appeared in an Australian sale, and it has recently been 
donated to the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge (Fig. 2).10 The reverse of  this new coin is dif-
ficult  to read, because the coin is creased and it has been repaired after  three small fragments 
became detached. The first  letter of  the reverse inscription is an S, which is followed  by an 
upright which may be an I, and a letter which might be M or N. The central portion of  the 
inscription reads VND:ON:PA, and finally  there are faint  traces of  two letters which might be 
RP, before  a final  colon and the initial cross. Thus the inscription may be tentatively recon-
structed as +S[IM]VND:ON:PA[RP]:, and it can be suggested that this is a coin of  a previously 
unrecorded Warwick moneyer, Simund. The identification  of  this new moneyer is supported 
by a second coin (weight 1.34g), which is from  different  dies but with a similar reverse read-
ing (Fig. 3). Part of  the reverse inscription on this coin is off  the flan,  and the beginning and 
ending of  the reading are again in doubt. There is a letter which might be an M, then 
VND:ON:PAR fully  legible, and finally  an upright which might be part of  a P. This coin does 
not clarify  the reading of  the moneyer's name, but the unambiguous mint signature confirms 
the attribution to Warwick. 

4 Allen 1994, 392; Allen 2003, 3, 14, 166-7. 
5 Allen 2006, 269-70 (nos 56-60). 
6 M.M. Archibald and Barbara Green, BNJ  58 (1988), 162, Coin Register no. 232; Allen 2006, 269 (no. 56). 
7 Allen 2006, 270 (nos 57, 59). 
8 Allen 2006, 270 (no. 60). 
9 Elmore Jones 1955-7, 537, 551, PI. XXXI, 20; Ebsworth 1965, 85; Allen 2006, 284 (no. 270). 

10 J. Noble sale 70, 9 July 2002, lot 1580; ex Dr W.J. Conte. 
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SOME LATE RICHARD NOBLES 
LORD STEWARTBY AND T.G. WEBB WARE 

AN escallop shell, symbol of  pilgrimage in the Middle Ages, appears on English coins on 
occasions from  the fourteenth  to the seventeenth century. Late in the reign of  Richard II 
(1377-99) it is found  on some pence from  the archiepiscopal mint of  York (type III) and on 
some of  the last gold (type IV). On nobles it was placed on the ship's rudder and on quarter-
nobles above the shield. Now we have also found  the escallop used on one noble die instead 
of  the saltire stops before  and after  Gra. Before  the reign of  Henry VI the use of  pictorial 
symbols within the inscription is a most exceptional occurrence. 

We have noted three specimens from  the die in question. 
(i) Glendining, 18 Nov. 1970, lot 148, now in Mr Webb Ware's collection; wt 119.1 gr. 

There is little sign of  rust on the die, and this is the earliest of  the known strikings. 
No mark on the rudder. Because of  double-striking the escallop stops are not clear. 

(ii) Formerly in the collection of  Mr H.H.S. Mygind. This is a later striking, with incipi-
ent rust marks above the foc's'le  (and a die-crack along the sword?). It is not clear 
whether there was a mark on the rudder. 

(iii) From a recent find  off  the coast of  Holland, via Baldwins, to Lord Stewartby's col-
lection; wt 116.1 gr. The escallop stops are clear. Rust marks are more prominent and 
there may be a mark (escallop or lis?) on the rudder. (Fig. 1). 

The hoard from  which noble (iii) derives, apparently lost as a result of  shipwreck, is said to 
have been discovered off  the north coast of  Holland, near Emden, c.2002. It consisted of 
more than one thousand gold coins of  the fourteenth  and fifteenth  centuries, mostly 
Netherlandish and German gulden, but with more than one hundred English nobles. Several 
of  the coins had iron deposits on their surface,  of  the kind produced by iron nails in seawa-
ter. The hoard has been recovered and dispersed gradually, through the agency of  MPO, coin 
and stamp auctioneers of  Ijsselstein, near Utrecht. The first  parcel was sold at MPO's auc-
tion on 30-31 May 2003; further  parcels containing nobles have been sold subsequently 
through the trade and at MPO's sale on 1-3 December 2005. We are indebted to Mr Edward 
Baldwin for  this information.  Record of  this important find  is held by the Dutch Money and 
Bank Museum in Utrecht. 


