
SHORT ARTICLES AND NOTES 
Coldhome Farm, Keith, Banffshire  (1881) 

Two pennies of  William the Lion and thirty English recorded, but the hoard is said to have comprised 'eighty to a 
hundred' coins; none is now traceable. 

Metcalf25.no.  12. 
Gordon and Burns, as in n.4. 

Holywood churchyard, Dumfriesshire  (1904) 
Four short cross pennies found  'in graves', no longer traceable. 
Metcalf  25, no. 11. 
Williams, as in n.2. 

Dun Lagaidh, Lochbroom, Ross and Cromarty (1968) 
One penny and one cut halfpenny  of  William the Lion, together with fourteen  English pennies and eight cut half-

pennies, found  during the excavation of  a fortified  site. 
Metcalf  26, no. 15. 
Barlow and Robertson, as in n.l. 

EDWARD BOAR'S HEAD HALFPENCE 
LORD STEWARTBY 

IN 1937 Blunt argued1 that the rare Edwardian coins, as type X X I I of  Edward IV but from  dies on 
which the mintmark sun-and-rose (SR) had been overpunched with a boar's head (BH), should 
be attributed to the brief  nominal reign of  Edward V (April-June 1483), the use of  the BH, the 
personal badge of  Richard of  Gloucester, being seen as marking Richard's appointment as 
Protector in early May 1483. This view was to hold the field  with most students for  more than fifty 
years until Mr Webb Ware, in a paper read to the Society on 23 June 1987, demonstrated that the 
overmarking of  Edwardian SR dies with BH must have taken place after  the accession of  Richard 
III, and that some early SR dies for  angels and groats in Richard's own name were also over-
marked with BH in the same way. The implication of  this is that the dies were altered for  an 
administrative purpose rather than a political one. 

Although Mr Webb Ware's paper is as yet unpublished, he has generously allowed others to 
draw upon its contents. Accordingly, a summary of  the evidence of  the angels has been included by 
Woodhead in the Schneider Sylloge.  The most unequivocal demonstration that some Edwardian 
dies remained in use unaltered after  Richard's accession lies in the existence of  muled angels, one 
from  Edward dies with the obverse unaltered but the reverse with R over E by the mast (BNJ  24, PI. 
I, 1), and another from  a Richard BH obverse and an unaltered Edward reverse (BNJ  24, Pl. I, 4). 

The pattern of  die-linkage among groats leads to the same conclusion as the angels. Some 
reverse dies of  type XXII groats are also found  paired with type I (SR) obverse dies in Richard's 
name, but none of  them is known to have been used with an Edward BH obverse. On the other 
hand, no reverse die used for  Edward BH groats is also found  with a Richard type I obverse, but 
some occur on Richard's type II groats with mintmark BH. Like the angels, the groats thus show 
that the alteration of  the mintmark on Edwardian dies of  type XXII from  SR to BH must have 
taken place after  the first  use of  SR dies in Richard's name, probably, as Webb Ware has 
suggested, following  the indenture of  20 July with Robert Brackenbury. 

In addition to Edward BH angels and groats, long well-known, Blunt was able to publish a 
halfgroat  and penny with BH over SR. It is now possible to add the BH Edward halfpenny  - not 
a surprise, since after  groats these were the commonest London silver coins of  the period. The 
two specimens known to me are illustrated on Plate 13. Plate 13, 3 was acquired by me on the 
London market in the 1970s; Plate 13, 4, in the possession of  Messrs Baldwin, is illustrated by 
their kind permission. Both specimens show the characteristic 'propellor' pellets on the reverse. 

1 C.E. Blunt, 'The Coinage of  Edward V with some Remarks on the Later Issues of  Edward IV'. BNJ  22 (1934-7), 213-24. 
Mr Blunt saw the specimen Plate 13, 3 and agreed with the attribution here proposed. 
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The lettering is of  late Edwardian style. On Plate 13, 3 the letter R can be seen to be from  the 
same punch with defective  tail as used on the Edward BH halfgroat.  This coin also shows a 
small nick in the lower outline of  the bust, below the sinister shoulder; this flaw  in the punch 
developed during the second reign of  Edward IV, and by now was clear and prominent. 

SCBI 23, ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM, OXFORD, III: COINS OF 
HENRY VII - COMMENTS, CORRECTIONS AND ADDITION 

BENTE WITHERS 

A recent visit to the Ashmolean Museum to examine in detail the small change of  the Edward IV -
Commonwealth period brought to light several coins requiring comment. 

Canterbury, not London ? 
Among the coins listed as London, Class Ha (double-arched crown, saltires at neck, no initial 
mark), one coin, Sylloge no. 498, does in fact  have an initial mark: the same mark as is found  on 
Sylloge no. 632, this being Archbishop Morton's mark 'eye'. The reverse of  the latter also bears a 
mark of  the Archbishop, an 'm ' in the centre of  the cross. 

The two coins are from  different  obverse dies, but no. 498 is from  the same obverse die as a 
coin in the Shuttlewood collection, (Spink sale no. 151, 15 March 2001, lot 67), described in 
the sale catalogue as being a Canterbury/London mule. Very little reverse legend is visible on 
either coin; the Shuttlewood coin shows at most the bottom half  of  some letters, the Ashmolean 
specimen has only TAS and, perhaps, a C in the next quarter.1 

Fig. 1. R. Grayburn, ex Shuttlewood 67. 

Fig. 2. Sylloge 498. 
1 The coins described in this note are all illustrated at 1:1 and at 4:1. 


