
M I S C E L L A N E A 

A FINE ANCIENT BRITISH COIN FROM COLCHESTER 

A R E M A R K A B L Y fine specimen of an Ancient British bronze coin has 
recently been found at Kelvedon, Essex, in a ditch of some size, accom-
panied by Belgic pottery. B y the kindness of Mr. M. R. Hull, M.A., 
F.S.A., Curator of the Colchester and Essex Museum, I am able to 
publish it here. The coin has been given to the Colchester Museum 
by Mr. M. J. Campen, the finder, and an electrotype has been placed 
in the British Museum. It is reproduced below enlarged and on 
Pl. XXV, 4 in its natural size. 

The coin is a new and perfect example of the type found at Braugh-
ing, Herts., and published by Sir John Evans on plate xxii. 14 of his 
Ancient British Coins. That specimen, now in the British Museum 
(as no. 498), is defective, but a better specimen was found during the 
excavations at Camulodunum and was published in the official report 
(page 140) as no. 112, plate xviii. 12. B y the kindness of the Excava-
tion Committee, no. 112 is also in the British Museum (as no. 499), 
while another specimen, no. 113, in poor condition, was retained in 
Colchester Museum. No. 112 is also reproduced by Commander R. P. 
Mack on plate xiv of his Coinage of Ancient Britain as no. 224. So 
far as I am aware, these four are the only known specimens of this 
coin. The two specimens in the British Museum are from different 
reverse dies and possibly different obverse dies, while the new coin 
is from the same dies on both sides as the Evans coin. The weight of 
no. 498 is 29-3 grains, of no. 499 27-2 grains, and of the new specimen 
30 grains precisely. 

We can now for the first time give a reliable description of this 
remarkable type. As Evans observed, the obverse consists of a ram's 
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head and a coiled body, tightly packed in a circular frame. This frame 
consists of two concentric circles joined by numerous arcs. On the 
reverse a spirited animal prances to the left; it has the body of a horse, 
the head of an eagle, and apparently the cloven hooves of an ox. The 
head is turned back and shows a knotted mane in front, while the 
thin S-shaped tail is erect. Above the horse's back is another ram's 
head, rather smaller, but otherwise almost exactly like that of the 
beast on the obverse. As ornaments there are a pellet above the back 
and a ring ornament below the tail. Beneath is a legend as clear as 
could be wished, CML. Other specimens show the reverse type to have 
been surrounded by a beaded circle. 

While the obverse has been intelligible from previous specimens, 
the reverse has been described in various ways, and the legend has 
been a matter of speculation. Evans read it as CNI, the Camulodunum 
Report gives it as CVV3, i.e. CUNO in monogram, while Mack read it 
unashamedly as CVN. My own notes, taken before the war, read the 
Evans specimen as CA/J..O. It is now certain that the legend on all the 
specimens is the same as on the new one, CAAL, an obvious monogram 
of Camulodunum, and that the coins do not display the name of 
Cunobelin. 

There are, of course, a large number of coins with the name of 
Cunobelin and a few with that of Tasciovanus which have on them 
also the name of the mint city, Camulodunum; but, unlike coins of 
Verulamium, which often have no ruler's name, it is extremely rare 
to find the inscription Camulodunum alone. Indeed the only other 
one of which I know is a unique quarter-stater, similar to known coins 
of Tasciovanus and, if the corresponding stater, which it closely 
resembles, is anything to go by, another specimen might show that 
the complete legend on the die included the name of Tasciovanus. 
There is no space on the new bronze coin where another legend might 
have gone, and I can only assume there never was one. 

I find it difficult to be positive whether this type should be attri-
buted to Tasciovanus or to Cunobelin. The form of monogram is not 
identical with that on the only two Tasciovanus types of Camulo-
dunum, Mack nos. 186 and 187, where it appears as CAA_, but the beast 
on the reverse is similar in character to the Tasciovanus horse and the 
ram's head above is arranged precisely as is the bucranium on the more 
common statex-s of Tasciovanus, Mack nos. 149-50. The surrounding 
circular cage on the obverse, without parallel on coins of Cunobelin, 
is reproduced precisely on a bronze type bearing the name R V11S 
(i.e. RUES), a legend which on another type is linked with Verulamium 
and hence with Tasciovanus. There is, therefore, some connexion 
between the new coin and Tasciovanus. On the other hand the 
Camulodunum legend is identical with that on what must be the first 
gold stater of Cunobelin, Mack no. 201. The ram-headed animal on 
the obverse provides a link with a silver coin of Cunobelin, no. 214, 
also from Colchester, the reverse of which bears obvious affinities to 
the stater and quarter-stater of Tasciovanus with the Camulodunum 
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legend; its legend is, however, unambiguously C V N O . All we can say 
of the new bronze coin is that it must fall either at the end of the 
period of Tasciovanus or at the beginning of that of Cunobelin at 
Camulodunum. 

Mr. Hull has made the ingenious suggestion with regard to the 
obverse type that it represents a fleece, a not unreasonable possibility, 
as wool was for long one of the main products of Essex industry. If 
the coin stood by itself I would be inclined to accept this view; taken 
with Mack no. 214, however, which appears to show two similar ram-
headed devices intertwined, in a comparable guilloche border, I would 
prefer the view that it represents, to the best of the engraver's skill, a 
ram-headed serpent coiled. This beast is a familiar subj ect of Celtic art, 
occurring on a number of Gaulish monuments as well as, several times, 
on the Gundestrup vase. Moreover the serpent is often shown with a 
spotted body, as if the curly quality of the ram's fleece had overflowed 
on to the smooth skin of the reptile. On British coins there are several 
likely or certain representations of ram-headed serpents, for instance, 
beneath the horse on the staters of Vosenos, Mack no. 297, or on the 
strange silver coin from Braughing, Mack no. 445. 

The ram's head, presumably repeating the serpent, also occurs as 
an emblem on the reverse of the coin. The mythological beast here 
has, however, no precise parallel; it is a griffon without wings, almost 
as unnatural to heraldry, even of the Celtic type, as is a griffon to 
nature. Winged griffon are plentiful on British coins. It may be that 
this animal needed no wings because it was a draught-griffon. There 
is a hint of this in the two bands of beads across the neck and the 
shoulders. This is a decorative feature of a number of Ancient British 
coins. It is best known on silver coins of the Iceni, both inscribed and 
uninscribed, either as two bands or two rows of dots; it is also seen 
on rare bronze coins of Cunobelin, Mack no. 261, and on a unique unin-
scribed small silver coin from Colchester, Mack no. 272a. The animals 
on the obverse of the former, also with turned-back head, and on the 
reverse of the latter seem to be horses, but are in other respects close 
to our wingless griffon. (The quarter-stater incidentally is, I think, to be 
associated rather with Dubnovellaunus than Addedomaros; compare 
Mack no. 285, but the last three coins are all linked by the use of the 
magical symbol, not a common ornament on British coins though 
known on Gaulish coins.) These recurring bands on neck and shoulders 
appear to have their origin in the harness of a type familiar from 
classical monuments for the attachment of thongs to draw carts or 
chariots. I know of no monument which connects these with Britain, 
but a good example of this kind of harness is on the horses from the 
pinnacle of the tomb of Mausolus in the British Museum. Of course in 
the fanciful form of a coin such as this they make no pretence to 
accurate representation, but I have little doubt that that is where their 
origin lay. I have wondered similarly whether the origin of the large 
ring which so often decorates the horse's shoulder on Ancient British 
coins lies in the metal roundel which undoubtedly formed part of the 
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trappings of a saddled horse on parade at this time, as seen for instance 
a little later on several Roman tombstones of auxiliary horsemen 
found in Britain (e.g. at Colchester and Cirencester). However, the 
decoration of the haunches and shoulders of animals had by this time 
a respectable history of several centuries in the annals of Celtic art. 

This fine new specimen is a good example of the partly romanized 
art of south-east Britain very early in the first century A.D. Neither 
obverse nor reverse could possibly be considered a Roman work, and 
yet neither could have been devised by a Celtic artist unless he were 
more than superficially familiar with the classical tradition. The 
ram-headed serpent of the obverse is a purely Celtic theme, while 
the wingless griffon of the reverse belongs to a fairly large class of more-
or-less correctly borrowed fabulous classical beasts; indeed they are 
amongst the commonest subjects on Ancient British coins. Small, 
but beautifully preserved, this coin is as fine an illustration as has 
survived of the artistic and mythological concepts of the age when the 
country first began to emerge from the mists of prehistory. 

D . F . A L L E N 

A SURFACE FIND OF T H R E E SILVER COINS OF THE DOBUNI 

BY the courtesy of Mr. H. Morrison of Colerne, Wilts., I am able to 
illustrate three silver coins found lying on the surface of a field at 
Northwood Farm near Chippenham. The three coins were not found 
together, but there would seem little doubt but that they are the 
"scatter" from a hoard disturbed by the plough either recently or in 
the past, and other coins may well come to light. The first of the 
three coins (Pl. XXV, 1) is of the inscribed type, and corresponds to 
Mack 387 (Evans I. 8), and, although chipped, weighs 16-5 grains. 
The other two coins both approximate to Mack 382 (Evans F. 8), 
although they are very different in style. The slightly heavier (13-5 
grains) (Pl. XXV, 2) illustrates admirably the triple-tailed horse that is 
so characteristic of coins of this area, while the lighter (13-2 grains) 
(Pl. XXV, 3) is notable for the straight treatment of the neck which is 
held almost vertical. Both the uninscribed coins have an uneven but 
by no means unattractive greenish patina, and would appear to have 
a certain copper content in addition to a fairly high proportion of 
silver. Neither, however, would appear to be a plated forgery as that 
term is usually understood by the student of the Dobunic series. 

In putting on record a new find-spot for two classes of Ancient 
British coin, I would like to put in a plea for the making of a com-
parable record of the find-spots of Anglo-Saxon pence, and especially 
the so-called " common " two-line type of the tenth century. The plot-
ting of single finds of these may throw considerable light on the 
problem of which prolific moneyers of Edward the Elder are to be 
associated with which major mints. 

R. H. M. D. 
B 0185 D D 


