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Anything unusual in the coinage, remarked Mr. Andrew, invari
ably made or corroborated history, and in this case the issue would 
mark the interregnum when in 956-957, as Symeon of Durham 
and other early chroniclers recorded, Eadwig's weak government 
having fallen into contempt, the men of Northumbria and Mercia 
rebelled against him, and finally elected his brother Eadgar to rule 
·over them. 

A NUMISMATIC HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF STEPHEN. 

Continuing his series of lectures under this heading, Mr. Andrew 
treated the question of the date of issue of Stephen's second type of 
his money, Hawkins 269. This, he said, would of necessity follow 
Stephen's release from captivity in November, II4I, because as 
-one by one most of the fifty mint towns that were then coining 
the first issue, fell into the hands of the Empress Matilda's party 
after the battle of Lincoln in the preceding February, Stephen's 
dies would be ruthlessly destroyed; and as the old type had already 
Tun for more than its allotted span, namely, for over five years, 
the requisite new dies would naturally invite a new type. This 
regal issue was known of only seventeen mint towns, and not one 
·of these towns was west of a line drawn through London from 
York to Hastings. In this curious limitation of issue they had 
a remarkable instance of the usual numismatic corroboration of 
history, for the anonymous author of the Gesta Regis Stephani 
(writing under the year II43 when this type was still being issued 
by Matilda's illegitimate brother, Robert Earl of Gloucester, the 
military head of the Angevin party), tells us that nearly one-half of 
the whole of England was then subject to his authority and even 
under the shadow of peace. 

About this time Robert Marmion, lord of the Honour of 
Tamworth, raised an independent rebellion against both factions, 
seized Coventry, and was killed in an affray when Stephen marched 
against him. An interesting coin illustrated as No. IS, Pl. LXII, 
in the British Museum Catalogue, for which neither mint nor 
.explanation had been suggested, clearly marked this historical 
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incident, because its type was a compromise between Stephen's 
second issue and the then Angevin money; its legend +ITSEFN: 

on the obverse was noncommittal; and that on the reverse, 
+XLFRD ON: TOM, for Tomeworthig, the old name of Tamworth, 
proved that it could have been issued only by Robert Marmion 
for the purposes of his revolt. The same moneyer coined as 
+XLFRED : ON: : TXM in Stephen's last type. 

ORDINARY MEETING. 

April 22nd, I925. 

Mr. GRANT R. FRANCIS, F.S.A., President, m the Chair. 

DEATH OF MR. DALE. 

The President referred to this as follows :-

" It is with deep regret that I have to announce the death of 
our Vice-President and old friend, William Dale. He had been 
a member of this Society since I909, and one of our colleagues 
on the Council since I9I3, and as an Antiquary and Geologist 
he occupied a very prominent position. 

(( A Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries and of the Geological 
Society, he was Corresponding Secretary ' to the former for 
Hampshire, and his contributions to archceological and geological 
science have been invaluable. He was a Lecturer on general 
antiquities· at the British Museum, a position of considerable 
distinction at so advanced an age, for he was in his eightieth 
year. 

" Mr. Andrew has already sent to Mrs. Dale and the family 
a letter of sympathy and a wreath on behalf of the Society, and 
lie, as Secretary, and Mr. Burnett, as a Member of the Council, 
represented the Society at the funeral on the 2Ist instant. 


