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By Mr. F. A. Walters :-Henry IV. Groat; obverse with mint
mark cross-pattee, a slipped trefoil on the breast and at the 
end of the legend: reverse, mint-mark cross-pattee with 
sunk circle, quatrefoil after the first word of the legend, 
and Lombardic n in (( London." From the Bruun, Roth, 
and Montagu collections. Half-groat with the slipped 
trefoil on the breast and reading DElI GR1r. From the 
Bruun collection. 

Paper. 

A NUMISMATIC HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF STEPHEN. 

Mr. Andrew, continuing his course of lectures upon the new 
questions that arose during his preparation of this history, treated 
the following subjects :-

The so-called (( Countermarked Coins."-This series, which at 
Norwich bears a large cross from edge to edge of the obverse, with 
sometimes a small cross in its second and, or, fourth quarter; at 
Thetford either the large cross on the obyerse or a smaller cross in 
the centre of the reverse; at Nottingham a small cross, varied, over 
the King's face; and at York a line or bar across the coin on each 
side of the King's bust. These had hitherto been explained as from 
regal dies altered by the Angevin Party when the mints fell into 
its hands, or, as suggested by Mr. Brooke/ purposely erased by the 
authorities to prevent their re-use, just as obsolete dies of to-day 
were obliterated by some mark to prevent possible use for forgery . 
But a careful examination of the general series had convinced 
Mr. Andrew that these old theories must now go by the board. 
The coins were struck from dies specially made for the complete 
designs they bear. For instance, at Norwich and Thetford a space 
for the arm of the long cross was always left between the initial 
cross and the first letter of Stephen's name, and where the arms 

1 British Muse~tm Catalogue of Norman Coins, I , lxxx, etc. 
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passed through the rest of the legend either space was allowed for 
them, or the letter intersected was left unfinished, as in the case of 
N . of which the first upright sometimes stood alone without any 
sign of the attachment of the bar; and when the smaller crosses 
were to be added in the quarters of the long cross, the' King's sceptre 
was tilted forward to admit them between it and his face. At 
Thetford the fieurs on the reverse were reduced in size to make 
room for the central cross. At Nottingham the King's hair was 
entirely omitted, to allow for the cross over his face; and at York 
the bust was turned to the left and there never had been any sceptre, 
because it would have interfered with one of the bars. There were 
many minor details in support of this view, and no coins were 
forthcoming from the dies in any other stage; but the rule did 
not apply to the wholly-obliterated obverse dies of Bristol, nor to 
the addition of the small bar across the sceptre on the Stamford 
coins. 

The Coinage of Southampton.-The coins of this mint were 
varieties of Stephen's first type, Hawkins 270, and were evidently 
an ecclesiastical issue, for upon the obverse the collar was composed 
of five annulets, and on the reverse the cross was voided, and upon 
it were arranged five annulets in the usual form of The Five Wounds, 
a large annulet being in the centre and a smaller at the end of each 
arm of the Cross, exactly as, for instance, upon an Abbot's ring 
the lecturer showed of the fifteenth century. Yet examples ofthe 
series had never occurred in hoards deposited during the issue of 
Stephen's first type, and it must have replaced at Southampton his 
second issue, which was, he believed, never coined at Winchester. 
It was continued by two moneyers successively until the close of 
the reign. The name of the first of these was Sanson, who was a 
wealthy merchant of \Vinchester, a tenant of the Bishop, and was 
always termed Sanson Monetariusin the Bishop's inquisition of 
II48 whilst these coins were still in circulation. The name of his 
successor appeared as + w ..... but no doubt he was the William 
who coined at Winchester in the following reign when Southampton's, 
mint was closed. 
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The Bishops of Winchester had always held Taunton with its 
mint, and during the short period from March to June, II4I, when 
Henry, Bishop of Winchester, and still plurist Abbot of Glastonbury, 
was in alliance with the Empress Matilda, she confirmed to him 
the Church of Glastonbury and the privilege of a mint and moneyers. 
But the locality of the mint was not stated in the charter, and 
no coins of Glastonbury were known, so Mr. Andrew assumed that 
it referred to the Taunton mint, on the coins of which annulets also 
occur. When, however, the Bishop revolted, and was at war 
with the Empress, his town and mint at Taunton would be con
fiscated by her party in the West, and just coincidentally with that 
date, II4I, coinage at Taunton ceased for ever. 

Being shut out from his mint in the West, and \¥inchester 
having been desolated by fire and rapine, for it was recorded that 
nearly all the city had been burnt to the ground during its siege 
in the autumn, Bishop Henry would appear to have transferred his 
mint to .the more prosperous Southampton, probably under charter 
from his brother the King. This would be granted possibly whilst 
the latter was on his way from Bristol to Canterbury, after his 
rele.ase from captivity in November, II4I. 

ANNIVERSARY MEETING. 

November 30th, I925. 

Mr. GRANT R. FRANCIS, F.S.A., President, in the Chair. 

The President in moving the resolution of condolence on the 
lamented death of H.M. Queen Alexandra, who for nearly twenty-one 
years had been a Royal Member of the Society, read his letter to 


