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General :-

By Mr. H. W. Taffs :-Sixpence of Elizabeth, dated r60r and in 
unusually fine state for· hammered money. 

By Mr. William Dale :-A shilling of Charles I of light weight. 

By Mr. V: B. CrowtheF-Beynon :-A seventeenth-century token 
of Bristol, diamond shaped, with the arms upon a shield; 
which was a combi.nation not previously recorded. 

Paper. 

SOME MONEYERS, MINTS, AND COINS OF THE REIGN OF STEPHEN. 

Mr. \V. ]. Andrew, F.S.A., commenced what he hoped "vould be 
a series of addresses under the above title with the mints of :-

Carlisle, Corbridge, and Newcastle. His attribution to 
Corbridge had been questioned, and the inclusion of Newcastle. as a 
mint at this period had no~ previously been suggested. The discovery 
of rich silver mjnes near Carljsle in IIz8 had been followed immedi-
ately by the institution of a mint at Carlisle, and later by the appoint
ment of Erebald, or Erembald, for the name appeared in both forms 
on the coins and jn the records, as the Crown-lessee of the mines and 
chief moneyer of the mint, for the two were worked together. He 
was still there when, upon Stephen's accession, David of Scotland, 
in the interests of his niece, the Empress Matilda, and no d_oubt 
attracted by the wealth of the output of silver, revived his old claim 
to Waltheof's earldom of Bernicia, and in II36 seized Carlisle, 
Newcastle, etc. Under David the standard of the output from the 
mines at once deteriorated, and as the silver was supplied to all the 
northern mints that fact explained the very brittle character of 
" the ornament series" issued at York, and the unusual quality of the 
metal of the coin of the Empress Matilda exhibited by Mr: \Valters 
that evening. On this question the lecturer ·had consulted the well
known Professor of Geology, Sir \Villiam Boyd Dawkins, who replied, 
" I should think that the silver was obtained from the lead, and that 
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the difference between Carlisle silver and normal was due to the 
lead, and perhaps other impurities such as zinc not having been 
removed." 

Erem bald lived long enough to coin for Prince Henry of Scotland 
at Corbridge on the expedition which resulted in the rout of the . 
Scottish army at the Battle of the Standard, and it is even possible 
that he fell in the battle, for we know from Domesday, under Here
ford, that the moneyers were not exempt from military service. He 
was succeeded both as Crown-lessee of the mines and as moneyer by 
his son William Fitz-Erembald who paid a rent of £roo, and later 
of £200, and in his generation issued more money than probably 
any other moneyer. In the records his name appeared sometimes 
as Willelmus filius Erembaldi and sometimes as ·William the Moneyer. 
He was therefore coining for the Scottish king at Carlisle when 
David, in the spring of II4I, set out with his Court upon his long 
journey through York and Nottingham to attend the proposed 
coronation of the Empress at Westminster on June 24th-an intention 
frustrated by the Londoners. David had always issued money at 
Carlisle in the name of Stephen for circulation in England, and now 
he would naturally change that to the name and title of his niece 
Matilda, especially as he would need English money for the expenses 
of his joumey. That the change was quite recent and on the spur 
of the moment was evidenced by the fact that the three coins known 
to Mr. Andrew, of which Mr. Walters exhibited one and another was 
a mere fragment, were found together at Nottingham in 1880 and 
were all from the same pair of dies. Their standard, design, lettering, 
workmanship, Latin inscription, and spelling, all indicated Scottish 
origin, and when read together their legends were : MATILLIS: 

IMP, reverse +PILEMER: J:XRDXI: . 

. The contraction Wilem was quite usual, and Latin reverse 
inscriptions not infrequent on Scottish coins of the period. Extended 
therefore the legend was + WILElMus filius ERembaldi, as in the 
records. That construction did not stand alone because on ordinary 
coins of Carlisle William's name was contracted, and in two instances 
at least was also followed by the inibal E. 

2B 
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Corbridge.-The coin issued by Prince Henry of Scotland at 
Corbridge, being intended for circulation in England, was an imitation 
of Stephen's first type, Hawkins 270, and read + hENRII:VS:, 

reverse, + EREBALD ON :COLEB:. Very probably it was struck 
by Henry as Earl of Northumberland when the Scottish Court was 
there just prior to the Battle of the Standard in II3B. Objection 
had been taken to the spelling Coleb' for Corbridge, but it was the 
Scottish form of the name, and not infrequently used in our own 
Pipe Rolls where, for instance, we were told that Roger de Stutville 
spent £6 in rebuilding the mill at " Colebrige " which had been burnt 
down in the Scottish war. Corbridge was then a borough, and 
Prince Henry is believed to have had his palace there, and some of 
his few located charters bear its name, one, at least, o£ them being 
witnessed there by Eustace Fitz-John. The name Erebald was the 
northern form of modern Archibald, and when in IIS7 Northumber
land was surrendered to Henry II there was an Archibald de Corbridge 
resident there. Possibly he was another son of the Carlisle moneyer; 
possibly he was himself the Corbridge moneyer. 

Newcastle.-Our chroniclers, particularly Matthew of West
minster, told us very precisely that Carlisle, Bamborough, and 
Newcastle were surrendered to Henry II in IIS7, and that the first 
issue of his money was not until the following year; yet the Pipe 
Rolls were equally precise in recording that at the date of the transfer 
William Fitz-Erembald was still lessee of the mines, and when 
Newcastle was first brought into the accounts, in IIS9-60, he was 
already known as, and usually termed, " the Moneyer of Newcastle." 
There was just a bare margin for possibility between the dates, but 
it was improbable that a new mint could have been established and 
its moneyer have acquired a new descriptive name, whilst the affairs 
of the borough would be in a state of disorder caused by transfer 
from one government to another; nor were there any expenses 
then recorded for the establishment of such a mint. In that case, 
what had William Fitz-Erembald been coining at Newcastle? 

It seemed quite certain, said Mr. Andrew, that with the 
exception of the Corbridge coins, the whole of Prince Henry's issues 
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of money as Earl of Northumberland, and a series of imitations of 
Stephen's money, were issued from the Newcastle mint as established 
by him. He would coin these only within his earldom, and where else 
was it likely to have been? Newcastle was already a borough, it was 
the chief town and the resort of the merchants of Northumberland, 
most of Prince Henry's located charters were granted there, and when 
King David caused fealty to be 'sworn to the Prince's second son, 
William, as ultimate heir to the earldom, the ceremony was held at 
Newcastle. But even the Latin versions of English names were 
foreign to the Scottish tongue, and just as David had varied that of 
Carlisle upon his money, so Henry might be expected to vary the 
usual" Castellum Novum " of Newcastle. 

Titles were then still tribal, as opposed to territorial ,; hence 
Stephen was King of the English and Duke of the Normans; David 
King of the Scots and Lord of the Galwegians; Prince Henry, 
after he was Earl, had described himself on a coin in Mr. S. M. 
Spink's collection as " Lord of the Niduarians," and William de 
Mohun on two of his coins was "Lord of the Durotriges" -the 
tribal race of Dorset and Somerset. 

At the very time that Prince Henry was instituting his coinage 
for Northumberland, his neighbour Richard, Prior of Hexham, 'was 
writing his History of the Battle of the Standard and reporting 
that the Scottish army included" Deirans, Bernicians, Northum
brians, a~d Cumbrians." It was over this old race of Bernicians, 
with the exception of those in the see of Durham, that the former 
earls of Northumberland had ruled, and Prince Henry's claim as 
Waltheof's heir had therefore been to Bernicia, but Stephen had 
compromised with a grant of an earldom of Northumberland only, 
the land of the inner tribe of Bernicians known as the Ottadeni. 
Therefore they could well understand that, if Prince Henry, when 
choosing his tribal title for the money, followed the custom of the 
Prior of Hexham he would if at peace with Stephen and coining 
money in Stephen's name for circulation in England, describe 

" Newcastle upon it as the capital, or " City of the Ottadeni"; but 
when he was coining independently in his own name for his own 
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people in Northumberland as part of Scotland, he would exercise his 
full claim and describe Newcastle as the" City of the Bernicians." 

Mr. Andrew would now illustrate this by examples of the three 
earlier issues of Prince Henry, but the rest, which included other 
types, fell into line, as he hoped to show on a future occasion :-

I. Obverse: +STIFENE RE. 

first type. 
An imitation of Stephen's 

Reverse: +: WI : LEL : M: OJiI : CAST: British Museum 
Catalogue, lxix, 4; similar to Hawkins 6z9 which also was 
of that series. 

In this instance, the money being for circulation in England, the 
English form "Castrum super Tinam," as used, for instance, by 
Henry de Knyghton, or Castellum Novum, was adopted, and the 
attribution to William Fih-Erembald and Newcastle seemed con
vmcmg. 

2. Obverse: + STIFNE RE. Similar to No . 1. 

Reverse: +: WILEL: JiI : OJiI : OBCI. Plate lix, No. z. 

The curious arrangement of the . colons and the form of lettering 
of this coin clearly identify it with the same moneyer and mint as 
No. I. The theta was still in use in Scotland, also occasionally on 
English money, and the letter resembling a B was generally accepted 
as such, and served the double purpose of TH and TT. The name 
was therefore either OTHCI or OTTCl. On this and the next 
variety the C1 appeared and no doubt represented Civitas. The 
extension of the name would therefore admit OTTadinorum CIvitas, 
but, if preferred, OTHadinorum would also meet the case. 

3. Prince Henry's ordinary issue as Earl of Northumberland. 
bearing his name and title as Earl on the obverse, with :-

Reverse: +: WILEL : JiI : OJiI : CI : B. Plate lix, No. I. 

Except for the Earl's name instead of Stephen's on the obverse, 
and variation in the spelling of the mint name, this coin was identical 
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with No.2; in fact either one of the reverse dies must have been 
merely altered, or both copied from the same model. So the identity 
of both moneyer and mint seemed now to be established for the 
complete series of these three varieties. Of these, NO.3, representing 
as it did Henry's ordinary issues for currency amongst his own 
subjects, bore the description of Newcastle which admitted extension 
to CIvitas Berniciorum. 

ANNIVERSARY MEETING. 

December 1st, 1924, for St. Andrew's Day, Sunday, November 30th. 

Mr. GRANT R. FRANCIS, President, in the Chair. 

Exhibitions. 

In illustration of Mr. Raymond Carlyon-Britton's paper :-

By Mr. F. A. Walters :-Edward IV. Groats; obverse with 
mint-mark, cross No. I of the paper, pierced, on the obverse, 
sun on the reverse; cross NO.2 on the obverse and sun on 
the reverse. Angel, cross NO.3, obverse, only. Groat, 
cross NO.3, obverse and reverse. Henry VI, restored. 
Groats, obverse, cross NO . 4, reverse, lys; cross NO.5, 
obverse and reverse. Edward IV. Groats; obverse, large 
annulet, reverse, NO.3; obverse, large annulet, reverse 
trefoil; obverse and reverse, small annulet; obverse, 
small annulet, reverse annulet enclosing pellet. 

By Mr. R. C. Lockett :-Edward IV. Nobles, .two varieties 
with mint-mark lys; angel of the period of the mint-mark 
cross fitchee. Henry VI. Angels, Bristol mint, reading 
he:nRIaV and he:nRXOVS, with mint-mark pierced cross. 
Half-angels, mint-mark lys, and lys after vmo7\'; queried 
to York; mint-mark, pierced cross. Half-groats of the 
Restoration coinage, plain cross, reading ftR; pierced 
cross, reading ftR7t , apparently an unrecorded variation. 


