
Proceedings oj the Society. 

By Mr. W. J. Andrew :-" Jessop's Sketches of British Coins," 
being careful reproductions by hand of all the plates in the 
first edition of Hawkins, by Arthur Jessop, 1853-1854; 
mounted in an elaborate album. 

By Mr. Lionel L. Fletcher :-Astronomical medal showing the 
solar system, signs of the zodiac, etc. Probably engraved 
by Ottley. 

By Mr. A. E. Bagnall :-An interesting series of ten proofs; 
patterns and "mules" from the guinea of 1791 to a 
" muled " threepence of 1868. 

By Mr. Frank E. Burton :-The series of crown, halfcrowll, 
shilling and sixpence, also proofs silver-plated, gilt, and 
copper, of the Arnold tokens of 1791. Mr. Burton read a 
short paper, which is illustrated and printed in this volume 
of the Journal, in which he corrected the error in the 
location hitherto accepted for their actual issue. 

Lecture. 

A NUMISMATIC HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF STEPH:gN. 

THE ORNAMENT SERIES OF YORK-continued. 

Mr. W. J. Andrew, F.S.A., continuedl his review of the above 
series. Ornaments in the legends of coins were not peculiar to 
York, he said, for they occurred on coins of the Durham mint, and 
upon continental money of the period. He had been able to trace 
back several of the curious designs of these ornaments to stamps 
similarly impressed by punches upon the burial urns of the earliest 
Saxon invaders, and no doubt intended in their mystic symbolism 
as a protection against the evil spirits of the dead. Therefore it 

1 From Proceedings, October 25th, 1922, and October 24th, 1923. These 
lectures are reported more fully than usual because they are in advance of the 
next few chapters of the History, and will there be treated chronologically. 
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was not improbable that in the twelfth century they still retained 
a superstitious sanctity which would act as a deterrent against 
mutilation by clipping. But the substitution of ornaments for letters 
in the legend of money was only practicable when the design itself, 
as was the case in the series under review, sufficiently disclosed the 
mint and authority responsible for the legality and purity of the 
issue. 

The mint at York was entitled to three dies, one for the King, 
and two for the Archbishop; and for reasons which he had given 
the lecturer believed that Archbishop Thurstan, as tc Lieutenant of 
the North," had initiated this medallic series to commemorate his 
victory of the Standard in II38. He therefore converted the usual 
sceptre of the King into a representation of the Standard on the obverse, 
and contracted a thanksgiving to . St. Peter into the legend on the 
reverse, Hawkins 271, for the design of his money from the two dies; 
but the King's moneyer would probably then continue the ordinary 
regal issue, Hawkins 270. 

The aged Archbishop died in February, II40, and Stephen, 
following the usual course,. appointed a sequestrator of the see. 
Mr. Andrew believed that the sequestrator appointed was Robert 
de Stutville, because he had been Sheriff of Yorkshire in II20 and 
probably many times since; also, whilst others were rewarded with 
earldoms and honours for their prowess in the Battle of the Standard, 
he, who is expressly mentioned in the despatches of the chroniclers, 
received nothing unless it was this very lucrative appointment. 
The lecturer read an original manuscript record and pedigree of 
the sixteenth century which identified this Robert de Stutville of 
York with the Robert d'Estoteville the younger who, as recorded 
by Ordericus, was taken prisoner by Henry I at the siege of Dive 
in II06, and died before the close of the reign of Stephen. As before 
explained, he was closely allied with Eustace FitzJohn through the 
marriage of his daughter with the latter's son. This alliance, 
Mr. Andrew believed, accounted for the mysterious abandonment of 
the siege of Eustace's Castle of Malton after the Battle of the 
Standard, and the peaceful reception into York in May, II4I, of 
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its lord, although Eustace had been leader of the English section 
of David of Scotland's invading army in the battle. 

As Sequestrator, Robert de Stutville would continue the issue 
of the deceased Archbishop's money-the "flag type "-from the 
two ecclesiastical dies, but in the following January Stephen, with 
his brother Henry, Bishop of vVinchester and now Papal Legate, 
appointed their nephew William FitzHerbert, Treasurer of York, 
to be the new Archbishop, but the appointment was strenuously 
opposed in the chapter. It would be now that from one of the 
archiepiscopal dies Hawkins, type 278 would be issued, for it depicts 
Stephen as holding a sceptre surmounted by the silver pyx containing 
the Host, which the chroniclers tell us was borne at the head of the 
standard in the battle; but from the other ecclesiastical die Hawkins, 
type 271 was probably continued, although, there was a type which 
he, Mr. Andrew, thought might possibly replace that. Meanwhile 
the type similar to British Museum Catalogue, Plate LIX, NO.7, 
but with the King's name in full, would be the issue from the regal 
die. This coin, and its successor, read on the reverse + WI • S 

D· G"NET' A, interspersed with tbe York ornaments, which sug
gested WIlIe!111US DE GeNET A for \V"illiam of Ghent, A ~trifaber, 
probably a wealthy Flemish citi2Jen of York, but he admitted that 
two other, and more interesting, interpretations were possible, but 
this seemed the most natural. Gilbert de Ghent, grandson of that 
Gilbert de Ghent who brought over the Flemings to York in the 
train of vVilliam's Queen at the Conquest, was yet another of the 
leaders in the victory of the Standard. 

Then followed the downfall of King Stephen at the instance of 
the Earl of Chester at the Battle of Lincoln on February 2nd, II4I. 

There was no king; and the lecturer believed that the two coins, 
Hawkins type 279 and British Museum Catalogue No. 15, but from 
(lifferent dies, were now issued from the two ecclesiastical dies in 
the name of Henry the Bishop of Winchester, as Legate of the Churcb, 
as Stephen's brother, and as, for the moment, head of the royal 
party; whilst the regal die was merely jumbled so that Stephen's name 
ceased to be readable as King, and NO.7 of the Catalogue resulted. 
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It would be during Stephen's captivity only, and therefore 
between February and November, II41, that any members of his 
party would be likely to issue money in their own names, or indeed 
in any name other than that of the king. Therefore the coins, 
Hawkins 280, which read + RODBERTUS DE STV and presented an 
equestrian portrait of Robert de Stutville with drawn sword, must 
have quickly superseded NO.7 of the Catalogue, and been issued by 
him from the regal die as Lieutenant of the North, and probably 
Sheriff of Yorkshire, before . the end of May. They represented two 
pairs of dies, so that it was possible that he ignored the customary 
limitation. 

'Towards the end of May David of Scotland came southward in' 
force through Durham and York on his way to join Matilda, the 
Empress, in London for her intended coronation on June 24th. He 
was accompanied by Eustace FitzJohn, military leader of the party 
of the Empress in the North, and now in right of his second wife, 
heiress of the Fitz Nigels of Malton, hereditary Constable to the Earl 
of Chester, the real victor at Lincoln; and the coins prove that 
Eustace immediately took over the sequestration and government of 
York, issuing the " lion" types, Hawkins 282, and LX, No. 10 of 
the Catalogu,e, from the archiepiscopal dies in sequestration, and the 
" armed-figure" type, Hawkins 283 and 631, from the regal die, 
or dies, as Lieutenant of the North, and" Protector" of York. As 
he had treated these coins at the October Meeting, Mr. Andrew merely 
added that the legend on the reverse of No. 631, + "ROMAS FILIuS VLF 

was more likely to represent a son of Ulf, the contemporary moneyer 
of York who had been. coining there since about II28, than Thomas 
Fitz-Ulviet, Alderman of the York Guild of Merchants of the II30 
Pipe Roll. Nothing could be more typical of the military occupation 
of York than this armed portrait of the Earl of Chester's Constable 
holding the drawn sword of state before him, and the badge of York 
hanging from his girdle. The series issued by Eustace probably 
continued from June, II41, to Easter, II42. . 

Stephen was released, and restored in the eastern counties of 
England, in November, II41, and in the Lent of II42 advanced in 



352 Proceedings of the Society. 

force northward on his way to York. At Stamford he was met by 
the four chief leaders of the party of the Empress in the Midlands and 
North, the Earls of Warwick, Lincoln, and Chester, and Eustace 
FitzJohn, who came to terms and made their peace with him. 
Thence Stephen continued his military procession to York, where he 
and his Queen Matilda kept Easter in state. Then it would be that 
the" two-figure" type, Hawkins 281, would be issued in their joint 
honour, which Mr. Andrew believed closed the ornament series. 

He offered technical evidence from the coins themselves to support 
the chronological sequence suggested; by linking them together 
by the use of the same punches for the dies of successive types, by 
the similarity of certain of the designs, by the introduction and gradual 
disappearance of the legends and particularly of certain of the orna
ments, and the change in form of certain letters. For instance, the 
monogram D, for DE, of LIX, NO.7 of the Catalogue, appeared with 
its accompanying ornament and the same letter G' on Hawkins 278, 
the new letter a occurred on the coins of Robert and Eustace only, 
and the monogram 1;, for TH, on that of the latter must be com
pared with the D. 

ORDINARY MEETING. 

Wednesday, March 26th, 1924. 

Mr. GRANT R. FRANCIS, President, in the Chair. 

The President announced that Their Majesties the King and 
Queen of Sweden had honoured the Society by accepting Royal 
Membership, and that both they and the Crown Prince and Crown 
Princess of Sweden had kindly signed and returned the Royal Roll 
which he had duly forwarded to them. 

Mr. Joseph Bles, Mr. A. B. Chapman, Mr. Hamilton Clements, 
Mr. Joseph Ford, Mr. Edmund Parsons, and Mrs. W. H. Tribute were 
elected Members. 


