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of London in 1864, for although its obverse bore the head, to the right,
of " J. Bacon, R.A. 1740-1799," its reverse was inscribed" Samuel
J ohnson " and the design represented his statue, which Mr. Pinches
believed was that in Lichfield Cathedral. The medal was .of bronze,
2~ inches in diameter.

SOME NOTES ON THE COINAGE OF THE EMPRESS MATILDA. 1

.Mr. W. J. Andrew, F.S.A., said that it was now more than
seventy years since the late Sir John Evans .first attributed coins to
the Empress Maud. They were two silver pennies from the Dartford
hoard of 1825, and struck from the same pair of dies, which were
of the ordinary type of Stephen's first coinage, except in their
legends. Sir John Evans read them as, obverse : IMPERATR :

for Imperairix : and reverse, +TVRCbIL • DE • BRIST, Bristol.
Improbable as was the mere title of empress without any name,

for the obverse legend of an English coin, that reading was accepted
in 1850, and had been adopted and followed by every writer on
English numismatics from that day to this. Yet it was wrong, and
therefore he was not surprised that the sister legend + PERERII:M :

should also have remained unread.
Stephen was the son of the Conqueror's daughter, and although

his claim to the throne was not strictly hereditary, for his elder
brother, Theobald, Count of Blois, was alive, he had been duly
elected and crowned king according to the custom of England.
This fact he was careful to recite in the title he used in his early
charter at Oxford, but later, and upon his coinage, it was all sufficient
to claim that he was Stephamcs Rex, or Stephanus Rex A nglorum,
variously contracted, often on his charters to the initial S alone
for the name, for contractions and symbols were the custom of the
literature of the day.

1 As the paper was too long to read in full at the Meeting, and the subject
attracting so much attention at the moment, I have specially asked that the Notes
be reported in this extended form .-Grant R. Francis, Acting President.
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On the other hand Matilda, as the daughter of the Conqueror's
son, had a threefold claim to the crown. Firstly, under the oath of
all egiance taken by all the chief men of the kingdom to her in her
father's lifetime as his successor. Secondly, as the sole heir of the
body of the last king in possession, H enry 1. Thirdly, as direct
heir general of the Conqueror. But the Salic law was her difficulty,
and it was finally t o bar her out, even when her son, Henry H,
claiming through her, succeeded Stephen, although she survived that
event for twelve years.

Stephen had vi ed with her illegitimate brother, Robert, Earl
of Gloucester, for precedence as second of the laity to take the
oath of allegiance to Matilda, and that was his trouble throughout.
To meet it on his accession, Roger, Bishop of Salisbury, had
argued that as the oath was taken t o Matilda on January rst,
II27, when she was Empress as the widow of H enry V, and .a
femme-sole, it was rendered void by her marriage with Geoffrey,
Count of Anjou, who, as her husband, could claim the throne in
her right.

In this last argument, perhaps, lay the true reason for the stress
always laid by Matilda, and her party, upon her title Imperatrix ,
both in her charters and upon her money. But it was usefully
distinctive, for Stephen's Queen was also named Matilda.

Mr. Andrew believed that it Was not until the Earl of Chester
applied to his father-in-law, Robert of. Gloucester, as the military
leader of the Angevin party, for aid against Stephen, and as a con
dition-precedent . t endered his allegiance to the Empress, that
her claims, in preference to those of her husband, her son, then aged
nine, and her illegitimate brother the Earl himself, were accepted
and put forth by that faction. The result was the Battle of
Lincoln on F ebruary znd, II41, with the consequent overthrow
and capture of Stephen. Whether it was then, or later after her
election on April 8th, that her "regal " charters and money were
first issued was not yet clear, but it seemed certain and natural
that their issue commenced simultaneously, and that the same
policy of style and propaganda was applied to both.
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The titles used by Matilda upon her charters were, subject to
very slight variations in contraction or arrangement :-

1. M. lmperatrix regis Henrici filia.
2. Matildis Imperatrix H. Regis filia.
3. Matildis Imperatrix Henrici regis filia et Anglorum domina.

And in two instances, only, cc regina "was wrongly substituted
for "domina," no doubt in anticipation of the coronation, fixed
for June 24th, II41, which was prevented by the revolt of London.
These titles set out Matilda's claim to the throne, and so far as
space permitted were therefore repeated upon her money.

In reading the obverse legend of the two coins from the Dartford
hoard as : IMPERATR: Sir John Evans and all those who have
written upon them since, and they are legion, have been led astray
by the rather unusual M then in use on certain coins of the period.
It is very widely spread and has a drop from the junction of the
crossbars, resembling the foot of a letter. Compare the M in the
coin illustrated, Hawkins 138. Hence the first upright of the wide
M was read as I and the drop was taken to be the foot of the first
upright of an M; thus, with the usual : before it, suggesting : I M

on one side of the fleurs of the crown, and PERATR: on the other.
But with the custom of the charters before us, a glance at the two
coins, or indeed at their photographic reproductions, would satisfy
experts that the true legend commenced: M, with the drop from' the
cross-bars touching the pellet which formed the termination, or knot,
of the coils of hair. The initial I of Imperatr' would follow between
.the two front fleurs of the crown, and most of the rest of the legend
MPERATR: could be traced in front of the face, and thus give
the full reading: M IMPERATR:

A comparison, for example, of Hawkins, figure 633, where the
engraver , probably from instruction, had copied the letter as : I M,

with the photographs on Plate LXI, figures I and 2 of the British
Museum Catalogue of Norman coins, or those in the Rashleigh or
Carlyon-Britton sale catalogues of the same coins, would disclose
how easy it was for the misreading to have occurred.
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But now the Society was indebted to the courtesy of Mr. A. H.
Baldwin for direct evidence in support of this correction :-

SILVE R PENNY OF THE EMPRESS lIIATI LDA .

(A. H. BALDWIN.)

The coin was quite new t o our t ext-books, and read :

Obverse ' [: M I]MPERX'

R everse + RODBERD : ON : [G'"LO]V·1

Although not from the same die as the Dartford coins, it was by
the same hand and arrangement, therefore, as the M of IMPERA. is
quite clear and in front of the face, it could not be the same M that
had hitherto been assumed to be behind the neck. In the centre
of the reverse cross the usual saltire is replaced by a tiny Maltese
cross very pointed at the angles. Also, as further evidence of the
t hen prevalent habit of altering dies , it would be noticed that every
letter afte r the 0, which, in the first inst ance had been erroneously
duplicated, was correct ed by repunching . Some of the punches
could be identified with t hose on the + bENRU:VS coin of Hawkins
259-255, kindly exhibited by Major Carlyon-Britton for comparison
that evening.

The parallel, therefore, between the charters, class I , commencing
M. Imperatrix and the three coins of Hawkins type 633, reading
: M IMPERATR: and: M IMPERA· was complete.

The parallel between the charters, class 2 , commencing l\1at ildis
Imperatrix, and the more numerous coins of type, Hawkins, 634,
was equally close, because the latter coins read : : MATILDIS IMP,

1 On page [361J Mr. Andrew corrects this reading to DE: [BRISTO]V. and '
the mint , th erefore, to Bristol.

y
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.with varied extensions of the title to HIPER, for Impel' .
The int eresting coin of this class, for example, exhibited by their ·
President, Mr. ' Walters, read : MATILLIS : IMP, and contrac
tions even to Mat ild' an d Matildi' appeared on both coins and
charters.

H e hoped to t reat of the t itles " Domina" and " Regina"
on a future occasion, but t hat of "Regis H enrici filia " appeared
up on every charte r of t he Empress afte r her bid for the throne,
th at he could find recorded, and the reason for this was that it had
a technical meaning in medireval English law.

At the April Meeting of 1920 he had ventured to treat the legends
+ PERERII: and + PERERII:M: on the coins of this period and
general type, as two words, namely p er with accusative ericam, for the
Plantagenet badge, but fortunately Major Carlyon-Brit ton improved
upon thiss uggest ion by construing the second word as an Angevin con
traction of Henricus, and instanced the actual forms ENRICVS and
ElRIC , itself, on the Anglo-Gallic coins of H enry II and H enry IV. The
natural script -form of H enricum was then H eric , for the signs
above the letters would indicate that nand urn were omitted; and
the absence of the aspirate H was common, not only on the Cont inent,
but also here. Even the name" H ar old " had appeared as " Arold "
on the Bayeux Tapest ry and the H of H astings and other mints
is often absent on Norman money. But t he coin of H enry IV, for
instance, reading eRIC, and representing a series in that form,
recently exhibited by the President, Mr. Walters, was alone sufficient
to prove that there could be no numismatic objection to the reading
per Ericm for p er H enricum .

The student of mediseval law would at once recognize the
technical meaning and importance of that phrase upon an English
coin, for it represented the old legal maxim of " P er et Post, " the
very crux of every writ of entry and claim to inheritance.

Let us rememb er that Matilda claimed as the heir of the last
king entitled to the throne: nam ely, as the filia R egis Henrici,
of her charters, whereas Sfepheri's claim was as a grandson of the
first, or paramount, king of the Norman line; and then let us refer
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to the difference between "per" and "post" in medireval law,
which is perhaps best defined by Wharton, p. 720, as :--

Per and Post. To come in the per is to claim by or through the
.person last entitled to an estate as the heirs or assigns of
the grantee: to come in in the post is to claim by a para
mount and prior title, as the lord by escheat.

Therefore,_as Matilda claimed" through Henry, the person last
entitled," she could not have better expressed her claim tersely in
legal form than as " per Henricum," or, as we have it on the coins,
+ PER ERII:M: This completed the third parallel with her
charters, for in them brevity being no object, the same claim appeared
in full as " Regis Henrici filia," or contracted as " H. regis filia."

An instance of the opposite royal claim in post occurred in a
charte~ of her father, Henry I; for hIS elder brother, Robert of
Normandy, was still living, and his own claim, if any, therefore, was,
like Stephen's, not from the last king entitled, Rufus, but from the
Conqueror. It was "Henricus filius Willelmi Regis post obitum
fratris sui Willelmi, Dei gratia rex Anglorum."

But there was another reason for the selection of the legend
+ PERERII:M: for the official coinage which was intended to be
issued throughout the country between Matilda's election at Win
chester and her actual coronation, later fixed for June 24th. The
throne was elective and she was not yet crowned. At first the
party opposed to Stephen had looked to her son, Prince Henry
afterwards Henry H, in spite of his youth, and this explains the
general issue of the coins bearing his name. The military party of
the west, following the precedent of William the Bastard, had offered
the crown to Robert of Gloucester. But the moderate barons, now
that Stephen was no longer a factor to be.considered, and in particular
the Church, still influenced by the old oath of allegiance, declared
for Matilda, and this cast the die in her favour. Her final selection,
therefore, was in the nature of a compromise between three claimants,
the daughter, the grandson, and the illegitimate son of King Henry,
the last king in possession. Hence the claims of all three came

Y2
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within the definition per H enricum, and so the phrase combined
not only the claims of the Angevin party, but of all the factions of
discontent within its camp and throughout the country.

Now what was the case against per H enricum ] It was admittedly
an expedient to meel a difficulty, and, like most literary expedients,
seemed to have attracted but little serious thought and research.
He would treat it, shortly, in paragraphs.

1. That the + PERERU: dies, unlike those bearing Matilda's
name, were of official English work, and therefore supplied
by William Fitz Otto, the hereditary cuneator at the
London mint, and his services were not at Matilda's disposal.

William FitzOtto held his lands, which were in Essex, in grand
serjeanty as hereditary cuneator, and the evidence that he had
transferred his homage to Matilda and duly performed his duties
as cuneator for her prior to June, II4I, is to be found in a charter
in the Harleian Manuscripts addressed by Matilda-M. Imperatrix
Regis H enrici filia-at Westminster to the Sheriffs of Essex, directing
them to admit William Fitz OUo to his lands on the same t erms as
he held them on the day that her father, King H enry, was living
and dead. It is common ground that there are no other dies than
the +PERERII: series that William Fitz Otto could have been
responsible for on Matilda's behalf.

2. That of the mints of the +PERERII: series, whilst Bristol
and Winchester might be expected to coin for Matilda,
and London, also , for a brief period, Lincoln, Stamford and
Canterbury were never within her jurisdiction.

Lincoln. This exception seemed difficult to understand, because
the Earl of Chest er was primarily responsible for Matilda's success
and election, and we are distinctly told by the chroniclers that after
the Battle of Lincoln the city fell into his hands and was ruthlessly
treated. He continued t o hold the city for Matilda until his treaty
with Stephen at Stamford in March, II4 2. The Saxon Chronicler
seems to have had the mint in mind when he explains that the
Earl held Lincoln and all that had belonged there to the Kin g.
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Stamford fell with Lincoln to the Angevin party on February znd,
II4I, and was held for Matilda until Stephen made his progress in
force through the eastern counties on his way to York for Easter.Yraz.
Here, at Stamford, congregated the leaders of Matilda's party in
the eastern counties, Ranulf Earl of Chester, William Earl of Lincoln,
Roger Earl of Warwick, and Eustace Fitz-John from Yorkshire,
to .make their peace with Stephen on the threshold of the earldom
of Lincoln, as Dr. Round explains it; and, quoting the Saxon
Chronicle,he continues: "The King and Earl Randolf agreed at
Stamford, and swore oaths and plighted troth, that neither of them
should prove traitor to the other." Those were the terms upon
which the Earl transferred his allegiance from Matilda to Stephen,
and then, only, was 'St ephen admitted into Stamford. But as a matter
of fact the + PERERII: coins at Stamford were issued by the Abbot
of P eterborough's moneyer, Lefsi, and the Abbot, with his greater
neighbours, the Bishops of Lincoln and of Ely, had been amongst
the first to support Matilda's cause and was present at her election.

Canterbury. Theobald, the then Archbishop, had never sworn
allegiance to Matilda, but on his appointment he had taken the oath
of allegiance to Stephen. Therefore, before attending Matilda's
election at Winchester on April .8th, he obtained her permission to
visit Stephen in prison at Bristol Castle and there obtained formal
release from his allegiance. It was he who , as the Primate,
summoned" all the Bishops and Abbots" to her elect ion, and he was
a staunch supporte r of the Empress throughout, even long after
Stephen's restoration, and in her cause had escaped barely with life
at the rout from Winchester, Septemb er, II4I. All the + PERERII:

coins of Cant erbury bear the name of one moneyer, and he was
William, the moneyer of the Archbishop.

3. "That the moneyers t emporized and that the
inscription PERERII: was deliberately substituted for
the King' s name, and was intended to be unintelligible
then as it is to us."

But who were these Moneyers of "Tooley Street" to dictate
the money of England? Two .of them were peaceful citizens of
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E arl Robert of Glouces ter's stronghold of Bristol, and Earl Robert had
just hanged the Lord of Devizes before his own castle for temporizing
with both sides . Two more were in the gentle hands of the E arl
of Ches ter at Lincoln, where five hundred of their fellow cit izens had
perished in the sacking of their city on F ebruary the znd. But, as
already had been explained, every moneyer whose name appears upon
a + PERERII: coin was under the direct orders of Matilda's party.
Moreover, Turchil of Bristol, for instance, issued these coins, and
his name also appears on both of the t yp es that bear Mat ilda's
own name, so of what advantage could it be to him to pretend to
temporize? But what of the charter to the cuneator who designed
the dies?

4. That" in the Danish coins with the inscriptions IOANSTREX,

issued apparently during the st ruggle between Magnus and
Swein for the throne of Denmark in 1044-7, we have a
possible parallel to this use of a meaningless inscription."

To this it is sufficient to reply that, according to our expert on
Danish coinage of that period, Mr. H. Alexander Parsons, the coins
in question could have had nothing to do with the civil war, because
they were not issu ed until a later period.

The President expressed his agreement with Mr. Andrew's short
and verbal summary of his paper. H e had referred to Plate LXI ,
figur es 1 and 2, of the Museum Catalogue, and thought that it was
quite certain that the first letter of the legend was M and not IM as
had hitherto been supposed. H e was also of opinion that the
fact alone that + PERERII: coins were struck at Bristol proved
that they were issued by Matilda's party; and the coincidence of
the forms 6RIC for H enry, on , for instance, an Anglo-G allic hardit

. of Henry IV, and PER ERII: on the coins claimed for Henry I's
daughter could not, he thought, be accidental.

SPECIAL E XHIBITION OF WAR CURRENCy -NOTES.

Mr. Coleman P. H yman exhibited his remarkable collection
of war currency-notes, which comprised several hundreds of examples
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of the pap er. currency issued by almost all the nations, under the
financial st ress of war conditions.

H e described the most interesting, and explained. the circum
stances which led to the issue or calling in of some, and the popularity
and sobriquets of others; for many had their stories. P erhaps the
exhibit that attracted most attention was a forgery of a British pound
note, wonderfully reproduced, yet ent irely the product of pen and ink.

THE COUN CIL'S REPORT.

Mr. Andrew, as Secretary, presented the following report of
the Council for t he year 1921.

In this our eighteenth annual report to th e Members, the list
of eighteen Ro yal Memb ers remains unchanged, but the number
of the Honorary Members is, to our deep regret, reduced to six by
the death of Admiral of the Fleet, Lord Milford Haven, who was
the author of t he two standard works on British and Foreign naval
medals, and a contributor to the Society's Journal. He had
arranged with the Secretary to again address the Society during
the present winter; and his loss will be felt by all of us .

During the year the following seventeen new Members have
been welcom ed to the Society :-

D1'. G. H. Abbott.
M1'. Thomas G. Barnett.
The Department of Agricul

ture, Dublin.
The Royal Scottish Museum ,

Edinburgh. 1\11'. N. D.
Cuthbertson, Librari an.

M1'. Edward J. French, M.A.
M1'. Walter E. Grundy.
M1'. T. H attori .
Lieu t .-Commander Norman

D. H olbrook. V.c.


