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A MID-FOURTEENTH-CENTURY HOARD 
FROM LLYSDINAM, POWYS 

EDWARD BESLY 

ON 30 August 1996, Mark Walters of  the Clwyd-Powys 
Archaeological Trust reported to the National Museums 
& Galleries of  Wales the recent discovery of  a scattered 
hoard of  silver coins near Newbridge on Wye, Powys. 
The coins were found  by Messrs Steve Wood and John 
Boyle, using metal-detectors on farmland  at Llysdinam 
in the area of  SO 003584, and were delivered to the 
writer in Cardiff  between September and November 
1996. It appears that the coins had originally lain 
together, but had been scattered by a combination of 
tree root activity and cultivation. About thirty coins 
found  within a few  square metres formed  a nucleus, 
with the remainder scattered more widely. 
Archaeological examination of  the spot by C.P.A.T. 
provided no obvious evidence for  the method of 
deposition, but brought to light three more coin 
fragments  and two Edward III halfpennies,  found 
adhering one to the other in a former  tree root channel. 
The find  was declared Treasure Trove at a coroner's 
inquest at Llandrindod Wells on 15 April 1997; it has 
been acquired by Powys County Museums Service for 
the Radnorshire Museum, Llandrindod Wells. 

The hoard comprises 102 complete or fragmentary 
silver coins of  Edward I, II and III (98 pennies and four 
halfpennies)  and three pennies of  Alexander III of 
Scotland. There are no Irish or Continental sterlings. As 
may be expected with a mid-fourteenth-century  find, 
many of  the coins are well worn. In addition, many are 
broken or buckled as a result of  repeated disturbance of 
the deposit and their physical preservation varies. A 
detailed 'North' classification  to the standards of  SCBI 
39 has therefore  proved to be achievable only in part.1 

There is a record of  the uncleaned weights at the 
National Museum & Gallery Cardiff,  but too few  coins 
are intact and sufficiently  well-preserved for  useful 
interpretation. The clipping of  at least six coins, one of 
them down to 0.88g (13.5gr), may be noted. 

The Llysdinam find  closes with three pennies (two of 
them fragmentary)  and two halfpennies  of  Edward Ill's 
'Florin' coinage of  1344-49 and appears to be the first 
hoard from  the period around 1350 to be recorded from 
Wales. Hoards which close with coins of  the 1340s are 
generally scarce, perhaps because of  the modest output 
of  English silver coinage during the 1320s-1340s: the 
disruptions of  the French war and the Black Death of 
1348 might perhaps otherwise be expected to yield 

rather more.2 A partial account from  10/11 Edward III 
( 1 3 3 6 - 7 ) from  Radnor Castle provides some local 
evidence of  money payments of  wages at about this 
time: six men of  the garrison were paid 42s. 9d. for 
fifty-seven  days (1 'Ad.  per man per day) and the porter 
and forester  2d. per day each. Payments are also 
recorded for  clearing the ruined foundations  of  the 
castle bridge at 2d. per day, and to two sawyers 
working on timber for  the bridge: 3s. per week, or 
about 3d.  per man per day.3 

SCHEDULE OF COINS 

ENGLAND 

Edward I—II pennies 
1.-4. Berwick:  2a; 3b; 4a/3 mule (clipped); 4c 
5.-6. Bristol:  3c-d (two fragments);  3g 
7.-13. Bury: lOcfj  (2); 10cf 3 [b l?]  late lettering; 

l l a 2 (2); 14; 15c 
14.-39. Canterbury:  9b (frag.);  lOc^ (3); 1 0 c f i r ; 

lOcfj  o r 2 ; 10cf2  (3, one clipped); 10[cf2?] 
(frag.);  10cf3(a3);  10cf3  Mayfield;  10cf3 
late lettering; 10cfr3ri  (frag.);  10cf5  (2); 
10[cf?];  1 la2; l l b f ? ;  l l b 3 (2); [11?]; 14 
(2); 15a; 15b 

40.^17. Durham: 9[b?: star on breast?] (frag.);  10cf3 
Bek, Mayfield;  10cf 3  Bek, late lettering; 
10[cf?]  (worn and incomplete); [10-11?] 
(clipped and worn); 13 Kellawe; 14 
Beaumont; [14?] 

48.-83. London:  2b (frag.);  3c -d; 3f;  4a-b; 4b; 
4b-c; 4e; 8 (clipped); 9aj; 9a (frag.);  9[a]? 
(chipped); 9b (frag.);  [9?]; 10ab 2 /9 
(clipped); 10ab5; lOab (frag.);  lOcfj  (2); 
10cf2  (4, one fragmentary);  10cf3  Mayfield 
(2, one fragmentary);  10cf 3  late lettering 
(2); 1 0 c f p ? n  (2); 10[cf?]  (2, both 
fragmentary);  l l a 2 (clipped); l l b l ; 14; 15; 
13-15 (frag.);  uncertain (frag.) 

84. Newcastle:  lOx (9b/10 mule) 
85.-86. York:  2-3; 9b j 
87.-95. Uncertain  mints, fragments:  Id—3; 2b; 9 or 

earlier; 9; 10[ab 5 ?]; 10cf 2 ;  l l [b? ] ; 14; 
uncertain 

1 I am very grateful  to Nicholas Mayhew for  his patient 
help with these identifications. 

2 B.J. Cook, 'Stanwix, Cumbria' , forthcoming,  summarises 

the English hoard evidence for  the 1340s and 1350s. 
3 E.J.L. Cole, 'An incomplete account 10/11 Edward III' 

Radnorshire  Society  Transactions  38 (1968), 39-43. 



SHORT ARTICLES AND NOTES 

Edward III 
London 
96.-7. 'Star-marked' halfpence 
98. 'Florin' coinage, penny, type 2? cf.  SCBI  1078 
99.-100. 'Florin' coinage, pennies, fragmentary 
101.-102. 'Florin' coinage, halfpence 

[nos 101-2 found  adhering to one another at 
site of  'nucleus' of  hoard] 

SCOTLAND 

Alexander III, 2nd coinage c. 1280-6 
103. Penny Stewart & North class B (chipped) 
104. Penny class E (fragment) 
105. Penny class M 

Total face  value: 103 pence, or 8s. Id. 

THE RASHLEIGH HENRY IV HALF-GROAT 

E.J. HARRIS AND MICHAEL SHARP 

IN W.J. Potter's paper on 'The Silver Coinages of 
Richard II, Henry IV and Henry V' 1 he illustrated the 
British Museum's specimen of  a Heavy Coinage half 
groat of  Henry IV; it seemed useful  to have in this 
Journal an illustration of  the Die 2 obverse. This is 
provided by the Grantley (1386) = Rashleigh (698) 
specimen (PI. 23). The bust of  Die 2 is narrower than 
that of  Die 1 and the clearance between the fleurs  on 
the crown band and those on the tressure arcs is 

greater. There is no evidence for  a mark such as a 
cross or star on the breast on this or on the Die 1 
specimen Potter described. There is however a faint 
image of  a fleur  on the tressure at this point to be 
seen on the specimen found  with the second Reigate 
hoard. The present illustration provides a clearer 
image of  the reverse Die 1 than that previously 
published. The weight of  this specimen is 32.3 grains 
(2.08 gm). 

A J A C O B E A N SILVER HOARD FROM B U L L WHARF, LONDON 

GARETH WILLIAMS 
with a contribution by CAROLINE R. CARTWRIGHT 

ON 30-31 October 1996 a hoard of  164 silver coins 
from  England, Ireland, Scotland and Spain was 
discovered at Bull Wharf,  near the Queenhythe Dock, 
by Mr. A.G. Pilson and Mr. I. Smith, who were metal-
detecting under permit from  the City of  London. The 
coins were found  closely grouped together at a depth of 
around 5 to 5^ feet.  The find  was reported to the City 
of  London coroner's office,  and sent to the British 
Museum for  examination. Fortunately the coins had not 
been fully  cleaned before  their arrival at the museum, 
and it was possible to submit them for  microscopic 
examination of  the associated organic material, before 
passing them on for  cleaning and conservation. The 
results of  this examination, by Caroline R. Cartwright 
of  the Department of  Scientific  Research, are given in 
detail as the Appendix to this paper. A photographic 

record of  the hoard, together with a list of  weights, 
remains on file  at the British Museum.1 

The hoard contains 164 coins distributed across more 
than a century between the earliest coin (1497 or later) 
and the latest (1613-15). However, this chronological 
spread is artificially  wide, since the only coin dating 
from  before  1553 is a Spanish real of  Ferdinand & 
Isabella, which may well have entered England during 
the reign of  Philip and Mary (1554-8). The hoard can 
thus be seen as extending from  the sole reign of  Mary 
in 1553-4 down to some point in the reign of  James VI 
and I (1603-25). The hoard ends weakly, with only a 
single coin later than 1608, but this coin, a halfgroat 
with the cinquefoil  mintmark (1613-15) , shows 
considerable signs of  wear, suggesting that it had been 
in circulation for  some time prior to the deposition of 

1 BNJ  30, 124-150. 

1 I am grateful  to my col leagues John Kent and Barrie 

Cook for  helpful  discussion of  the contents of  this hoard, and 
to Barrie in particular for  reading through a draft  of  this paper. 
Any errors which remain are of  course my own. 


