
Miscellanea 89 

I am grateful to Mr. 0. F. Parsons of Gloucester for determining the 
weight and specific gravity of the coin and for preparing plaster casts ; 
also to Mr. P. A. Rahtz for photographing the casts, and to Mr. H. de 
S. Shortt for advice on preparing this account. 

L . V . G R I N S E L L 

A SMALL FIND OF ANGLO-SAXON PENNIES FROM RONCESVALLES 

IN a recent number of the Spanish periodical Principe de Viana, 
Dr. Felipe Mateu y Llopis published for the first time a small hoard 
of Anglo-Saxon pennies found as long ago as 1934 in a ruined pilgrims' 
hospice at Ibaneta on the Pass of Roncesvalles.1 The find was briefly 
reported at the time, but the Civil War prevented publication, and 
Dr. Mateu y Llopis has had to reconstruct the hoard, which in the 
interval had been dispersed. There is every reason to believe that the 
six coins, distributed between three collections in Pamplona and 
Roncesvalles, represent the whole of the silver content of the find, but 
a small copper coin, supposed to have been discovered on the same 
occasion, has disappeared without trace.2 The historian of Spain will 
still wish to refer to Dr. Mateu y Llopis's original paper with its full 
bibliographical notes, but it has since occurred to us that the find has 
a special interest for English and Scandinavian numismatists, and we 
take this opportunity of presenting the more purely numismatic 
portion of the Spanish paper in a modified and considerably expanded 
English version. 

The coins are believed to have come from a grave within the pre-
cincts of the old hospice, and we may presume that they had been 
concealed on his person by one of the many pilgrims to the great 
shrine of Santiago da Compostella. While at Ibaneta he departed this 
life, most probably by sickness, and the coins were buried with him. 
All six are pennies of Aethelraed II (979-1016), and all belong to 
Brooke's second type, the so-called "Hand of Providence" issue. 
They are here arranged according to W. C. Wells's classification, but 
one should not infer our acceptance of all the implications of his type 
sequence.3 While we believe that his Types III and IV were issued 
when his Type II was already firmly established, we think that the 
evidence points to all three types having been struck concurrently. 
It is significant that Wells's Type V is found muled with his Types II 
and III as well as his Type IV, and that many moneyers known for 
his Types II and V are not known for the comparatively scarce inter-

- mediate issues. Brooke, then, is probably right in running seven 
B.M.C. varieties into a single type, while to Wells must go the credit 

1 F. Mateu y Llopis, " E l Hallazgo de 'Pennies' ingleses en Roncesvalles", Principe de 
Viana, xi (1950), pp. 201-10. 

2 The identity of this coin is mysterious in the extreme. All that is known is that part 
of the legend reads LVS. It is difficult to equate this with the already long obsolete 
copper issue, the Northumbrian styca, and we are now inclined to regard the coin as a 
"stray "—possibly a coin from a higher level that worked its way down or perhaps an older 
piece (Roman ?) shovelled into the grave at the time of the pilgrim's burial. 

3 W. C. Wells, The Stamford and Peterborough Mints, Part III. B.N.J. xxiv, 69-109 
(1941-4)-
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of having established that the two major varieties were struck only 
towards the end of the issue. 

The six coins can be described as follows. Unfortunately details of 
weight and die axis are not available, and we have had to rely on 
photographs for our knowledge of the readings. 

(All coins appear to read ANGLCRX in obverse legend). 

W E L L S T Y P E I I 

Bust right (= B.M.C. Ha) 
(a) Exeter, moneyer Tuna +TVNMVTOEAXCEST 
(b) London, moneyer Godric (?) + . OD • IdVTOLVND 
(c) Totnes, moneyer Manna + M A N NAIVTOTOTAN 
(d) Winchester, moneyer Eadsige +EADSIGElvr0plNT0 

Bust left (= B.M.C. II) 
(e) London, moneyer Leofwine (?) +ELOFPirsE . OLVN 

W E L L S T Y P E III ( = B.M.C. I Id) 
(/) Exeter, moneyer Aelfnoth +/ELFNOf)M~OEAXEC 
Only in the case of coins (b) and (e) do the readings present any 

difficulty. Coin (e) is surely blundered LEOFPINE, a well-known 
London moneyer, and the blundering can be paralleled by coins in 
other collections.1 Coin (b) was originally read as DODAICIVTOLVND, 
but Doda is not known for London for this type, and the blundering 
of the legend is unprecedented. A re-examination of the photographs 
confirms that the reading is badly cut GODRJC, and Godric is known 
for the mint and type.2 

It is very noticeable that, with the exception of two coins of Lon-
don, all the coins were struck at Wessex mints. The latest coin is 
from Exeter. The fact may be suggestive. Brooke's Type 2 is Aethel-
raed's first substantive type, and we also know that the first great 
Danegeld of 991 was levied on Wessex.3 It is dangerous to argue from 
so small a number of coins, but we would suggest the possibility that 
the coins found at Roncesvalles formed part of that first Danegeld.4 

In that case the date of deposit would be c. 991, and we would also 
have a terminus post quern for Aethelraed's second substantive issue. 
In this connexion we should consider the faint possibility that the 
unknown pilgrim of Ibaneta was a Scandinavian. The pilgrimage to 
Compostella was later to become a devotion dear to the Viking 
"penitent", and it is an attractive supposition that the dead man 
received either directly or indirectly a part of the 988 loot or the 991 
Danegeld and then passed over the sea to do battle against the 
infidel beneath the banner of one or other of the contemporaries of 
Fernan Gonzalez and Garcia Sanchez II Abarca. However, this is 
speculation, at least until the dates and sequence of Aethelraed's coin 

1 e.g. Hildebrand, nos. 2744-6 and 2780. 2 e.g. Hildebrand, nos. 2578-9. 
3 F. M. Stenton, Anglo-Saxon England, p. 372. Alternatively the presence of three Devon 

coins may well suggest the harrying of 988. 
* F. Mateu y Llopis, op. cit., p. 209 (p. n in separate). 
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types have been established by a comprehensive analysis of the 

PROFESSOR THOS. MABBOTT writes from New York: 
" T h e articles in the new Brit. Num. J own. on the round halfpenny 

of Henry I seem to me among the most important numismatic con-
tributions of recent years. But it rather surprised me that nobody 
cited the strongest bit of proof that the coin is English. 

" T h e name of the moneyer is Godwin spelled with a letter that 
looks in inscriptions like p. That is a runic letter added to the Roman 
alphabet by the Anglo-Saxons. It was not used on the Continent 
except in things involving runes, per se. (It may have been used in 
Denmark, but if so, under English influence.) 

'' I may add that I have studied the photographic reproduction of 
the little, worn coin and am convinced that it is an attempt to abbre-
viate Type VI of Henry I, and nothing else. I have not, of course, 
seen the original. But the reverse type is like nothing cited except the 
reverse of Type VI. And I think the drawing of the obverse is a bit 
off from the intention of the artist. Compare the illustration in 
B.M.C., PI. XL. 9. 

" I have already written Mr. P. Seaby about this, but before I 
checked with a specialist on old German manuscripts, who made me 
feel sure my ideas are right about the character wen." 

POSSIBLY as recently as 1946 a small hoard of Edward pence 
came to light during the construction of a foundation for a garage 
in Pepper Street, Chester. It ;is believed that 100 coins now in the 
Grosvenor Museum, Chester, represent only part of the find, which 
we now publish by permission of the Curator, Mr. Graham Webster. 
All the coins were in very poor condition, but in the majority of 
cases confident identification was still possible. In view, however, 
of the fragmentary and friable condition of the coins, weighing seemed 
superfluous. The hoard may be summarized as follows: 
(All coins pennies unless otherwise stated) 

Scandinavian coin-hoards. F . MATEU Y LLOPIS 
R . H . D O L L E Y 

THE ROUND H A L F P E N N Y OF H E N R Y I 

A FIND OF E D W A R D PENCE A T CHESTER 

E N G L A N D 

E D W A R D I 

Fox (B.N.J.) Type Ic 2 

IX/X (Mules) 2 
X 29 

Uncertain 18 

Id 2 
III 9 
IV 3 
IX 7 

9 
3 
7 
2 

(London) 
(London) 
(London (5): Bristol: Canterbury (2): York) 
(London: Canterbury: Durham) 
(London (4): Canterbury: Exeter (2)) 
(Canterbury: Durham) 
(London (19): Canterbury (7): Durham (3)) 
(London (5): Canterbury (4): Durham: uncertain (8)) 

Total: 72 coins. 


