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Introduction 
MARION Archibald's survey of  the probable dates of  loss of  medieval English coins found  in 
archaeological excavations, originally published more than thirty years ago, has never been 
superseded.1 Since the first  appearance of  Archibald's paper there has been great progress in the 
analysis of  single-finds  of  medieval coins, stimulated by the growing numbers of  finds  being 
provided by the use of  metal-detectors, but this work has been principally concerned with the 
findspots  and dates of  minting of  the coins, and not their dates of  loss.2 Mark Blackburn and 
Michael Metcalf  have been particularly active in the analysis of  the chronological and 
geographical distributions of  English finds  before  1180.3 Stuart Rigold's seminal study of  finds 
from  100 English and Welsh sites, published in 1977, provided figures  for  coins minted in ten 
periods between c.973 and 1551, which have had lasting value as a basis of  comparison with new 
data from  other sources after  1180.4 Nicholas Mayhew has compared Rigold's data from  the six 
periods of  1180-1544 (1180-1247, 1247-79, 1279-1351, 1351-1412, 1412-64 and 1464-1544) 
with finds  recorded at the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford,  finding  a similar chronological profile, 
and Christopher Dyer has extended this analysis to include finds  from  Warwickshire.5 Barrie Cook 
has compared the Rigold data for  1279-1544 with finds  from  South Ferriby and York.6 The chief 
limitation of  these comparisons is that they relate to the periods of  minting of  the coins, and not to 
their periods of  loss. The Short Cross coinage of  1180-1247 and the Long Cross coinage of 
1247-78 were effectively  removed from  circulation by recoinages at the end of  their periods of 
production, but an English coin minted in 1279 could have been lost at any time until the sixteenth 
century, in principle at least. Rigold recognised this problem, and suggested that after  1279 a third 
of  the finds  from  one period should be transferred  to the next period, with a further  ninth deferred 

1 M.M. Archibald, 'English medieval coins as dating evidence', in Coins and the Archaeologist,  edited by J. Casey and R. Reece, 
BAR 4 (Oxford,  1974), pp. 234-71; revised reprint in 2nd edn (London, 1988), pp. 264-301; references  are to the 2nd edn. 

2 Single-finds  of  coins minted before  1180 have been systematically recorded since the 1980s: M.A.S. Blackburn and M.J. Bonser, 
'Single finds  of  Anglo-Saxon and Norman coins - 1', BNJ  54 (1984), 63-73; eidem,  'Single finds  of  Anglo-Saxon and Norman coins -
2', BNJ  55 (1985), 55-78; eidem,  'Single finds  of  Anglo-Saxon and Norman coins - 3', BNJ  56 (1986), 64-101; 'Coin Register' in 
BNJ,  1987 to date; Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, Early Medieval Corpus of  coin finds  410-1180 (EMC) on-line at 
www.medievalcoins.org/emcl. 

3 See, for  example, M. Blackburn, 'Znaleziska pojedyncze jako miara aktywnosci monetarnej we wczesnym sredniowieczu' 
['Single-finds  as a measure of  monetary activity in the early Middle Ages'], Prace i Materialy,  Museum  Archeologicznego  i 
Etnograficznego  w Lodzi.  Seria  numizmatyczna i konserwatorska  9 (1989), 67-85; idem,  'Productive sites and the pattern of  coin loss 
in England, 600-1180', in Markets  in Early  Medieval  Europe: Trading  and 'Productive'  Sites,  650-850, edited by T. Pestell and K. 
Ulmschneider (Bollington, 2003), pp. 20-36; D.M. Metcalf,  An Atlas of  Anglo-Saxon  and Norman  Coin Finds,  c.973-1086,  RNS 
Special Publication 32 (London, 1998). 

4 S.E. Rigold, 'Small change in the light of  medieval site-finds',  in Edwardian  Monetary  Affairs  (1279-1344),  edited by N.J. 
Mayhew, BAR 36 (Oxford,  1977), pp. 59-80. Rigold's analysis excluded finds  from  metal-detecting, fieldwalking  and beachcombing, 
and coins of  greater value than a halfgroat. 

5 N. Mayhew, 'Modelling medieval monetisation', in A Commercialising  Economy: England  1086 to c.1300, edited by R.H. 
Britnell and B.M.S. Campbell (Manchester, 1995), pp. 55-77, at pp. 62-4; idem,  'Money in the late medieval countryside Britain', in 
La moneta in ambiente rurale  nell'Italia  tardomediovale.  Atti  dell'incontro  di studio  Roma 21-22 settembre  2000, edited by P. Delogu 
and S. Sorda, Studi  e materiali  9 (Rome, 2002), pp. 5-26, at pp. 18-21; C. Dyer, 'Peasants and coins: the uses of  money in the Middle 
Ages', BNJ67  (1997), 30^17, at pp. 31-40. 

6 B J. Cook with R. Carey and K. Leahy, 'Medieval and early modern coin finds  from  South Ferriby, Humberside', BNJ  68 (1998), 
95-118, at pp. 103-4. The finds  from  York excavations analysed by Cook were published by E.J.E. Pirie with M.M. Archibald and 
R.A. Hall, Post-Roman Coins from  York  Excavations 1971-81, The Archaeology of  York 18.1 (York, 1986), pp. 50-75. 

http://www.medievalcoins.org/emcl
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to the following  period.7 Archibald undertook a much more sophisticated assessment of  this 
problem, analysing the rates of  survival of  coins after  the official  weight reductions of  1351, 
1411/12 and 1464/65, and the declining weights of  surviving coins.8 It is the purpose of  this article 
to re-examine the subject, using new hoard evidence not available to Archibald in a more detailed 
survey of  the periods of  circulation and metrology of  coins of  1279-1544. The analysis will be 
restricted to English silver coins, as gold coins rarely occur as finds  outside of  hoards, and finds  of 
foreign  coins have been discussed in detail elsewhere.9 

The survival of  coins in circulation 
Marion Archibald used eleven hoards in her evaluation of  the periods of  circulation and loss of 
English silver coins minted between 1279 and 1544.10 It is now possible to use data from  thirty-
five  English hoards, many of  which have been discovered since the first  appearance of  Archibald's 
paper.11 The criteria of  the selection of  hoards for  analysis are that they should include at least ten 
coins of  one denomination, and that they have been recorded substantially intact.12 Finds of 
unknown provenance, and incomplete and possibly unrepresentative parcels, have been excluded. 
Tables 1-3 summarize the pence, groats and halfgroats  of  1279-1544 in the hoards suitable for 
analysis. Halfpence  and farthings  have not been included in the tables, as the hoard evidence for 
these denominations is extremely limited. 

In Table 1 the figures  for  pence of  1279-1351 quickly fall  to about 50-60 per cent of  the total 
by the 1360s, but the rate of  decline seems to have slowed down in the next half  century or so, 
during a period of  recession in mint output and increasing reluctance of  the masters of  the royal 

7 Rigold, as in n. 4, pp. 62, 67. Rigold, p. 67, noted that the general state of  wear of  the finds  of  1279-1351 in his study suggested 
that only 10 or 15 per cent had been lost after  1351, and Cook, as in n. 6, p. 102, offers  a similar suggestion in the analysis of  the finds 
from  South Ferriby. M. Blackburn, 'What factors  govern the number of  coins found  on an archaeological site?', in Coins and 
Archaeology.  Medieval  Archaeology  Research Group. Proceedings  of  die First  Meeting  at lsegran,  Norway  1988. BAR International 
Series 556 (Oxford,  1989), edited by H. Clarke and E. Schia. pp. 15-24, at p. 19 n., notes that when Rigold carried over finds  from  one 
period to another he failed  to deduct them from  their original period. 

8 Archibald, 'English medieval coins as dating evidence', as in n. 1. pp. 286-93. 
9 P. Spufford,  'Continental coins in late medieval England', BNJ  32 (1963), 127-39; B. Cook, 'Foreign coins in medieval 

England', in Local Coins, Foreign  Coins: Italy  and Europe llth-I5th  Centuries.  The  Second  Cambridge  Numismatic  Symposium, 
edited by L. Travaini, Societa Numismatica Italiana Collana di Numismatica e Scienze Affini  2 (Milan, 1999), pp. 231-84; J. Kent, 
'Continental coins in mediaeval and early modern England', in Homenagam  a Mario  Gomes Marques,  edited by M. Castro Hipolito, 
D.M. Metcalf,  J.M. Peixoto Cabral and M. Crusafont  i Sabater (Sintra, 2000), pp. 361-73; M. Allen, 'English coin hoards, 
1158-1544', BNJ  72 (2002), 24-84, at pp. 29-34. 341 finds  of  1180-1544 analysed by Dyer, as in n. 5, pp. 31-40, included only one 
gold coin (a quarter noble). 

10 Archibald, 'English medieval coins as dating evidence', as in n. 1, pp. 286-93. 
11 Dr Barrie Cook has very generously supplied data from  two hoards (the Rickerby (Stanwix) and Reigate 1990 finds),  in advance 

of  publication. The principal publications of  the hoards are as follows:  M.M. Archibald with A.G. MacCormick, 'The Attenborough, 
Notts., 1966 hoard', BNJ  38 (1969), 50-83; NC  159 (1999), Coin Hoards,  no. 56 [Arreton Down]; H.A. Grueber and L.A. Lawrence, 
'The Balcombe find',  NC3  18 (1898), 8-72; M. Allen, 'The fourteenth-century  hoard from  Chesterton Lane Comer, Cambridge', this 
volume; NC  159 (1999), Coin Hoards,  no. 53 [Canon Pyon]; A. Pownall, 'Find of  fifteenth  century groats [Clay Coton]', NC2  6 
(1866), 136-51; M.M. Archibald, 'The Coventry hoard of  coins of  Edward I to Edward III', BNJ  43 (1973), 60-6; NC  158 (1998), 
Coin Hoards,  no. 46 [Cranworth]; NC  161 (2001), Coin Hoards,  no. 92 [Deal]; L.A. Lawrence. 'The Durham hoard of  Edward I—III *, 
NC5  11 (1931), 201-28; D. Symons, 'An unpublished hoard of  the Great Debasement [Forest of  Dean]', BNJ  60 (1990), 80-6, at 
pp. 80-2; NC  156 (1996), Coin Hoards,  no. 136 [Grantham]; M.M. Archibald and J.P.C. Kent, 'The 1964 hoard from  Hartford, 
Huntingdonshire', NC1  14 (1974); J.P.C. Kent, 'Holy Island treasure trove (Elizabeth I)'. BNJ  33 (1964), 151; C.F. K[eary], 
'Houghton[-cum-Wyton] find',  NC2  17 (1877), 163-4; J.B. Bergne, 'On a hoard of  coins discovered at Hounslow', NC2  1 (1861), 
140-3; NC  160 (2000), Coin Hoards,  no. 52 [Lichfield  District]; Coin Hoards  1 (1975), no. 383 [Little Wymondley]; R.H. Dolley and 
E.J. Winstanley, 'Maidstone treasure-trove', BNJ  27 (1952-4), 58-65; J.P.C. Kent. 'March (Norwood Farm) hoard (Elizabeth I)'. BNJ 
33 (1964), 152; B.J. Cook, 'Recent Tudor hoards'. BNJ  64 (1994), 70-83, at pp. 70-5 [Mendelsham Green] and pp. 76-8 [Peckleton]; 
NC  161 (2001), Coin Hoards,  no. 90 [Monkton]; G. Askew, 'A hoard of  Tudor silver coins found  at New Barnet, Herts.', AC6 6 (1946), 
72-3; S.E. Rigold. 'A hoard of  English groats and Flemish double patards from  Norham Castle, Northumberland', BNJ  26 (1949-51), 
348-50; Coin Hoards  5 (1979), no. 292 [Pennyrock Falls]; J.D.A. Thompson, Inventory  of  British Coin Hoards  A.D. 600-1500, RNS 
Special Publication 1 (London. 1956), no. 316 [Reculver]; M.M. Archibald. 'The Reigate hoard [Reigate 1972]', BNJ  48 (1978), 
80-97; D. Williams with C. Orton, 'The 1990 Reigate coin hoard', Surrey  Archaeological  Collections  83 (1996), 91-6; Glendining's, 
8 December 1992 [Reigate 1990]; C. Richardson and M.R. McCarthy, 'A mid-fourteenth  century hoard from  Rickerby, Carlisle', 
Transactions  of  the Cumberland  and Westmorland  Antiquarian and Archaeological  Society,  new ser., 91 (1991), 295-8; C. Barclay 
with S. Jennings, 'The Ryther treasure trove', BNJ  65 (1995), 135-50; G.K. Jenkins, 'The Skipton treasure trove [Skipton Bridge 
1949]', NC6  9 (1949), 253-7; C. Barclay, 'Two hoards from  North Yorkshire', BNJ  71 (2001), 168-72, at pp. 168-70 [Skipton Bridge 
1997]; Coin Hoards  1 (1975), no. 378 [Warminster]; M.M. Archibald. 'Wyre Piddle (Worcs.) 1967 hoard of  fifteenth-century  silver 
coins', AC7 10(1970), 133-62. 

12 Fragments not counted as individual coins in hoard reports and forgeries  have been excluded from  the statistics in the analysis. 
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TABLE 1. English pence in hoards, 1351-1603 

Hoard 1279-
1351 

1351-
1412 

1412-
1464 

1464-
1489 

1489-
1544 

Uncert. 
period 

Post-
1544 Total 

Cambridge 
(c.1351/5) 

1609 
(99.99%) 2 

(0.01%) 
- - - 0 - 1611 

Rickerby 
(c.1351) 1568 

(99.2%) 
12 
(0.8%) 

- - - 0 - 1580 
Durham 
(c.1360) 194 

(47%) 
219 
(53%) 

- - - 0 - 413 
Coventry 
(c.1365) 70 

(57%) 
53 
(43%) 

- - - 0 - 123 
Grantham 
(c.1375-80) 171 

(47%) 
193 
(53%) 

- - - 0 - 364 
Balcombe 
(c.1380s) 115 

(31%) 
252 
(69%) 

- - - 0 - 367 
Canon Pyon 
(1380s—1390s) 16 

(50%) 
16 
(50%) 

- - - 0 - 32 
Skipton Bridge 1949 
(1400-C.1410) 79 

(27%) 
211 
(73%) 

- - - 0 - 290 
Skipton Bridge 1997 
(1400-C.1410) 13 

(19%) 
55 
(81%) 

- - - 0 - 68 
Attenborough 
(c.1420) 266 

(28%) 
613 
(66%) 55 

(6%) 
- - 0 - 934 

Reigate 1990 
(c.1455) 

81 
(11%) 

127 
(18%) 

417 
(58%) 

- - 93 
(13%) 

- 718 
Wyre Piddle 
(c.1467) 2 

(4%) 
10 
(23%) 

30 
(70%) 

1 
(2%) 

- 0 - 43 
Ryther 
(c.1487) 27 

(5%) 
71 
(13%) 

258 
(48%) 141 

(27%) 
- 35 

(7%) 
- 532 

Pennyrock Falls 
(c.1500) 2 

(4%) 
0 9 

(17%) 
35 
(66%) 7 

(13%) 
0 - 53 

Warminster 
(c.1505-10) 0 0 0 2 

(14%) 
12 
(86%) 0 - 14 

Monkton 
(c.1510) 0 

(5%) 
2 
(5%) 

2 
(70%) 

26 
(8%) 3 

(11%) 
4 - 37 

Maidstone 
(c.1535-40) 0 0 10 

(4%) 
99 
(42%) 

42 
(18%) 82 

(35%) 
- 233 

Little Wymondley 
(c.1547) 0 0 0 9 

(8%) 
85 
(76%) 

2 
(2%) 

16 
(14%) 

112 
Deal 
(c.1549) 0 0 0 0 0 0 108 

(100%) 108 
Houghton-cum-Wyton 
(c.1580) 0 0 0 5 

(12%) 
4 
(10%) 

0 33 
(79%) 

42 

mints to produce the smaller silver denominations.13 In the Balcombe hoard (c.1380s) 31 (89 per 
cent) of  the 35 halfpence  were minted in 1279-1351, and 26 (44 per cent) of  the 59 halfpence  in 
the Attenborough hoard (c.1420) belonged to this period. The pence of  1279-1351 may have 
provided about 20-30 per cent of  the coins of  this denomination in circulation in the first  two 
decades of  the fifteenth  century, falling  to perhaps about 10 per cent in the 1450s, and about 5-10 

13 C.E. Challis (ed.), A New  History  of  the Royal Mint  (Cambridge, 1992), pp. 675-86, tabulates the royal mint outputs of 
1279-1544; M. Allen, The  Durham Mint,  BNS Special Publication 4 (London, 2003), pp. 61-2, discusses the failure  of  the royal mints 
to produce sufficient  quantities of  the smaller denominations. 
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per cent by 1470, after  the weight reduction of  1464 and the subsequent recoinage.14 In the Ryther 
hoard (c.1487) 389 pre-1470 pence included only 27 coins of  1279-1351 (7 per cent of  the 
total).15 Pence of  1279-1351 are completely absent from  the data after  c.1500, and they may have 
been virtually eliminated from  circulation by the recoinage of  clipped coins in 1504-C.1506.16 The 
percentage for  pence of  1351-1412 may have been about 60-70 per cent in 1420, falling  to 
perhaps 15-20 per cent by 1470, after  the weight reduction of  1464. Seventy-one (18 per cent) of 
the 389 pre-1470 pence in the Ryther hoard belong to 1351-1412. These coins may also have been 
largely eliminated by the recoinage of  1504-C.1506, although it is possible that the 82 pence of 
uncertain period in the Maidstone hoard (c.1535-40), equivalent to 35 per cent of  the total number 
of  pence, included many worn and unidentifiable  coins of  1351-1412 or even of  1279-1351. The 
coins of  1412-64 may have supplied about five  per cent of  the penny currency in 1420 and some 
50-70 per cent in 1470, declining to no more than about five  per cent after  1500, probably also 
being affected  by the recoinage of  1504-C.1506. The fractions  of  the penny may not have been 
seriously affected  by the recoinage of  1504—c.1506, but all of  37 halfpence  in the Maidstone hoard 
belong to 1464-1544. The data for  pence of  1464-1544 in Table 1 are divided into two periods, 
before  and after  1489, to show the effects  of  the introduction of  the Sovereign type in that year. 
The coins of  1464-89 may have increased from  only about 5-10 per cent of  the penny currency in 
1470 to about 60-70 per cent by 1500, declining to perhaps 30^40 per cent at the beginning of  the 
debasement of  1544-51.17 This would imply that the Sovereign pence of  1489-1544 supplied 
about 60-70 per cent of  the penny currency in 1544, although the hoard data for  these coins are 
too variable to provide confirmation  of  this. The percentage for  pence of  1489-1544 in the 
Maidstone hoard is only 18 per cent (or 28 per cent of  the coins attributed to a period), but it is 76 
per cent (90 per cent of  the pre-1544 total) in the Little Wymondley hoard (c.l547). The sterling 
silver pence minted before  the debasement may have not have been entirely removed from 
circulation during the debasement period, as the Houghton-cum-Wyton hoard (c.l580) had nine 
pence of  1464-1544. 

The groats of  1351-1412 seem to have constituted about 60 per cent of  the groat currency in 
1420, as they supplied 74 (61 per cent) of  the 122 groats of  1351-C.1420 in the Reigate 1972 
hoard, and 433 (60 per cent) of  the 718 coins of  this period in the Reigate 1990 hoard.18 The data 
in Table 2 seem to indicate that the groats of  1351-1412 quickly declined to only about 10 per 
cent of  the total by the 1450s, and that they virtually disappeared from  circulation after  the weight 
reduction of  1464. The weight reduction seems to have effectively  eliminated pre-1464 groats, 
after  a transitional period, during which the Wyre Piddle hoard (c.1467) was deposited.19 The 
groats of  1412-64, which constituted about 40 per cent of  the total in 1420 and as much as 90 per 
cent in the 1450s, declined to a small percentage after  1464, and they are completely absent from 
the hoards after  c.1510, like the groats of  1351-1412. Presumably, most of  the groats of 
1351-1412 and 1412-64 that remained in circulation at the beginning of  the sixteenth century 
were eliminated by the recoinage of  clipped coins in 1504-C.1506.20 In the Ryther hoard 183 (94 
per cent) of  the 194 groats of  1351-1470 were minted during the light coinage of  Edward IV's 
first  reign in 1464-70, and these coins may have constituted about 95 per cent of  the groat 
currency in 1470. Christopher Challis has argued that the introduction of  the light coinage of  1526 

14 N.J. Mayhew, "The monetary background to the Yorkist recoinage of  1464-1471', BNJ  44 (1974), 62-73, at pp. 65-7, reviews 
hoard evidence for  the degree of  completeness of  the recoinage after  the changes in the gold and silver coinage in 1464/5, arguing that 
it was much more complete than the recoinage after  the weight reductions of  1411/12. M. Allen, 'The volume of  the English currency, 
1158-1470', Economic History  Review 2nd ser. 54 (2001), 595-611, at p. 605, estimates that about 10-20% of  the silver coins in 
circulation in 1470 were minted before  the weight reduction of  1464. 

15 The Ryther hoard also included 37 pence of  Edward IV not attributed to his first  reign (1461-70) or second reign (1471-83), and 
a further  35 pence not attributable to one of  the four  periods of  1279-1544. 

16 C.E. Challis, The  Tudor  Coinage  (Manchester, 1978), pp. 59-60, discusses this recoinage, which began with the prohibition of 
clipped groats and halfgroats  by a statute of  1504 and culminated in the establishment of  an exchange in London in 1505. to pay good 
halfgroats  and pence for  clipped coins, which was intended to operate until 2 February 1506. 

17 Edward IV's first  reign light coinage of  1464-70 supplied only 33 (8%) of  the 389 pre-1470 pence in the Ryther hoard, but it 
probably also provided some of  the 37 pence of  Edward IV in this hoard not attributed to a reign. 

18 These data refer  to groats no later than class C of  Henry V's coinage. 
19 Archibald, 'Wyre Piddle (Worcs.) 1967 hoard', as in n. 11, pp. 140-1. 
20 See n. 16 for  the recoinage of  1504-C.1506. 
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TABLE 2. English groats in hoards 

Hoard 1351-1412 1412-1464 1464-1526 1526-1544 Post-1544 Total 
Attenborough 
(c.l420) 10 

(67%) 
5 
(33%) 

- - - 15 

Arreton Down 
(1430s) 2 

(20%) 
8 
(80%) 

- - - 10 

Reigate 1972 
(c.1455) 

74 
(8%) 

806 
(92%) 

- - - 880 

Reigate 1990 
(c.1455) 

433 
(10%) 

4021 
(90%) 

- - - 4454 

Reculver 
(c.l460) 8 

(15%) 
44 
(85%) 

- - - 52 

Wyre Piddle 
(c.l467) 16 

(13%) 
80 
(63%) 

30 
(24%) 

- - 126 

Ryther 
(c.1487) 1 

(0.4%) 
10 
(4%) 

227 
(95%) 

- - 238 

Clay Coton 
(c.1495) 0 7 

(2%) 
423 
(98%) 

- - 430 

Hounslow 
(c.1495-1500) 0 2 

(0.7%) 
286 
(99.3%) 

- - 288 

Lichfield  District 
(c.1500) 0 0 13 

(100%) 
- - 13 

Mendelsham Green 
(c.1504) 0 1 

(7%) 
14 
(93%) 

- - 15 

Hartford 
(c.1510) 0 1 

(0.2%) 
479 
(99.8%) 

- - 480 

Norham Castle 
(c.1510) 1 

(5%) 
0 19 

(95%) 
- - 20 

Maidstone 
(c.1535-40) 0 0 15 

(19%) 
63 
(81%) 

- 78 

Peckleton 
(c.1540) 0 0 4 

(33%) 
8 
(67%) 

12 

Cranworth 
(c.1544-5) 0 0 10 

(3%) 
263 
(91%) 17 

(6%) 
290 

Little Wymondley 
(c.1547) 0 0 9 

(3%) 
271 
(87%) 

32 
(10%) 312 

Deal 
(c.l 549) 0 0 0 0 27 

(100%) 27 

Forest of  Dean 
(c.l 549) 0 0 0 0 17 

(100%) 17 

Holy Island 
(c.1562) 0 0 0 0 35 

(100%) 35 

Houghton-cum-Wyton 
(c.1580) 0 0 11 

(11%) 
6 
(6%) 

80 
(82%) 97 

March 
(c.1580) 0 0 0 0 25 

(100%) 25 

New Barnet 
(c.1590) 0 0 0 0 17 

(100%) 
17 
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eliminated the pre-1526 groats and halfgroats,  but Barrie Cook has shown that hoards provide 
evidence of  the survival of  many pre-1526 gold and silver coins after  1526.21 Groats of 
1464-1526 are 19 per cent of  the total in the Maidstone hoard (c.1535-40), but they constitute 
only three to four  per cent of  the pre-debasement totals in the Cranworth (c.1544-5) and Little 
Wymondley hoards, suggesting that they were almost entirely removed from  circulation by the 
weight reduction of  1526, eventually. Groats of  Henry VIII's second coinage of  1526-44 provide 
96 per cent of  the pre-1544 total in the Cranworth hoard and 97 per cent in the Little Wymondley 
hoard. The debasement of  1544-51 eliminated nearly all of  the pre-debasement groats in due 
course, including most of  the coins of  1526^44. The appearance of  seventeen groats of 
1464-1544 in the Houghton-cum-Wyton hoard is exceptional, and might be explained as long-
term savings. Groats of  Henry VII and Henry VIII occasionally occur in English hoards as late as 
the seventeenth century, but usually only as isolated single coins.22 

Halfgroats  of  1351-1412 may have constituted over 95 per cent of  the halfgroat  currency in 
1420, as they supplied 55 (98 per cent) of  the 56 coins of  this denomination in the Attenborough 
hoard (c.1420), and none of  the 31 halfgroats  of  1351-1422 in the Reigate 1972 hoard was minted 
after  the weight reduction of  1411/12. The contribution of  the coins of  1351-1412 to the total 
stock of  halfgroats  fell  to about 30 per cent in the 1450s, and perhaps about 10-20 per cent in 
1470, while the coins of  1412-64 increased from  a negligible percentage in 1420 to about 70 per 
cent of  the total in the 1450s, declining to about 30-40 per cent in 1470. The 28 halfgroats  of 
1351-1470 in the Ryther hoard consisted of  4 coins of  1351-1412 (14 per cent), 10 (36 per cent) 
of  1412-64, and 14 (50 per cent) of  1464-70. The halfgroats  of  1351-1412 and 1412-64 seem to 
have almost entirely disappeared from  circulation after  the recoinage of  1504-C.1506. The Little 
Wymondley data might suggest that the halfgroats  of  1464-1526 supplied about 20 per cent of  the 
total on the eve of  the debasement of  1544-51, and the coins of  1526-44 may have provided 
about 70-80 per cent. The debasement seems to have very effectively  eliminated the pre-
debasement halfgroats  of  all periods. 

Metrology 
Marion Archibald's review of  hoard metrology showed that the average weights of  pence tended to 
quickly decline to about the level of  the current weight-standard, or just below it, after  the weight 
reductions of  1351, 1411/12 and 1464, through wear and clipping, but that significant  numbers of 
coins remained above the standard 23 Groats were much more likely than pence to be culled for 
recoinage, or clipped down to about the level of  the standard if  they survived a weight change, 
although Archibald suggested in her publication of  the Wyre Piddle hoard that high minting charges 
after  the weight reduction of  1464 acted as a deterrent to the culling of  many of  the old heavy 
groats, in the short-term at least.24 Archibald's analyses of  the weights of  coins in the Mayfield, 
Coventry, Durham, Attenborough and Reigate 1972 hoards also showed that coins struck since the 
introduction of  the current standard tended to consist of  a few  specimens above the standard, a peak 
in the distribution of  weights just below it, and a long 'tail' of  underweight coins 25 

Table 5 summarizes the standard weights of  English silver coins from  1279 to 1544. The mint 
indentures usually specify  the number of  coins or the nominal value of  the coins to be struck from 
a tower or troy pound of  bullion of  standard fineness,  and from  this the average weight of  new 
coins can be calculated 26 The information  provided by the indentures can be supplemented by 

21 Challis, The  Tudor  Coinage,  as in n.16, p. 221; Cook, 'Recent Tudor hoards', as in n. 11, pp. 76-7. Challis, p. 221 n. 73, 
suggests that the pence, halfpence  and farthings  in circulation in 1526 were probably relatively unaffected  by the weight reduction of 
1526, as few  of  them would have been of  full  weight and suitable for  recoinage. 

22 E. Besly, English  Civil  War  Coin Hoards,  BM Occasional Paper 51 (London, 1987). pp. 9, 55. 
23 Archibald, 'English medieval coins as dating evidence', as in n. 1, pp. 291-3. 
24 Archibald, 'Wyre Piddle (Worcs.) 1967 hoard', as inn. 11, pp. 139-41. 
25 M.M. Archibald, 'The Mayfield  (Sussex) 1968 hoard of  English pence and French Gros, c. 1307'. in Mints,  Dies and Currency: 

Essays Dedicated  to the Memory  of  Albert  Baldwin,  edited by R.A.G. Carson (London, 1971), pp. 151-9; eadem,  'The Coventry 
hoard', as in n. 11, p. 61; eadem,  'The Attenborough, Notts., 1966 hoard', as in n. 11. pp. 60^4; eadem,  'The Reigate hoard', as in n. 
11, pp. 84-6. 

26 Challis, A New  History  of  the Royal Mint,  as in n. 13. pp. 699-721, summarizes the indentures of  1279-1544. 
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TABLE 3. English halfgroats  in hoards 

Hoard 1351-1412 1412-1464 1464-1526 1526-1544 Uncert. 
period Post-1544 Total 

Attenborough 
(c.1420) 55 

(98%) 
1 
(2%) 

- - 0 - 56 

Reigate 1972 
(c.1455) 31 

(31%) 
69 
(69%) 

— — 0 — 100 
Reigate 1990 
(c.1455) 459 

(33%) 
951 
(67%) 

- - 0 — 1410 
Wyre Piddle 
(c.l467) 10 

(26%) 
29 
(74%) 

0 — 0 — 39 
Ryther 
(c.1487) 4 

(14%) 
10 
(34%) 

15 
(52%) 

- 0 - 29 

Warminster 
(c.1505-10) 0 0 10 

(100%) 
- 0 - 10 

Hartford 
(c.1510) 11 

(2%) 
9 
(2%) 

514 
(96%) 

- 0 - 534 

Maidstone 
(c.1535-40) 0 1 

(1%) 
67 
(52%) 

60 
(47%) 

1 
(1%) 

— 129 
Little Wymondley 
(c.1547) 0 1 

(0.4%) 

51 
(22%) 171 

(75%) 
0 4 

(2%) 
227 

Deal 
(c.1549) 

0 0 0 0 0 51 
(100%) 51 

Forest of  Dean 
(c.1549) 0 0 0 0 0 18 

(100%) 
18 

Houghton-cum-Wyton 
(c.1580) 0 0 1 

(9.1%) 
0 0 10 

(90.9%) 
11 

material from  other documentary sources. In 1279 'The Form of  the New Money' (Forma  nova 
monete) stipulated the production of  243d from  each tower pound of  silver, and the rate was 
temporarily increased to 2A5d.  from  1 January 1280.27 The London and Canterbury mint accounts 
indicate that the rate was reduced to 242\d.  between February and May 1281, and then restored to 
243d., where it remained.28 'The Form of  the New Money' required the production of  788 
farthings  from  a tower pound of  debased silver, but in 1280 the fineness  and weight of  the 
farthings  was changed to conform  to the standard of  the other denominations.29 Between 
30 September 1308 and 7 May 1335 the rates for  halfpence  varied from  one account to another, in 
the range 243-248J., and the rates for  farthings  were between 242d. and 250c?.30 The rates for 
halfpence  and farthings  were generally stabilised from  1335, but in the account of  23 November 
1346 to 29 September 1347 they were in the range 279-280^/., instead of  the normal rate of  219d. 
recorded in the other accounts of  1345-51.31 In the account of  13 December 1445 to 24 June 1446 
the rate for  halfpence  was temporarily increased from  30s. (360d.)  to 33s. (396d.)  per tower 
pound, in accordance with a decision of  the parliament of  1445.32 Between 1 June 1522 and 

27 H.B.E. Fox and S. Fox, 'Numismatic history of  the reigns of  Edward I, II, and III [part 2]'.  BNJ  7 (1910), 91-142, at pp. 100-1, 
133; The  De moneta of  Nicholas  Oresme and English  Mint  Documents, edited by C. Johnson (London, 1956), pp. xxxii, 57; M. Mate, 
'Monetary policies in England, 1272-1307', BNJ41  (1972), 34-76, at p. 50. 

28 The London account of  24 February to 13 April 1281 stipulates an increment of  2\d.  to be added to the production of  240d.  from 
a tower pound of  silver, but the Canterbury account of  12 March to 3 May 1281 records an increment of  3d.  (National Archives, Public 
Record Office,  E 372/132, rot. 3, 3d.). 

29 Fox and Fox, as in n. 27, pp. 101, 112, 122-4, 137-8, incorrectly interpreting the documentary evidence to mean that 812 
farthings  were to be struck from  a tower pound of  debased silver in 1279; The  De moneta, as in n. 27, pp. 56-7,61; P. Withers and B.R. 
Withers, The  Farthings  and Halfpennies  of  Edward  I  and II,  Small Change 1 (Llanfyllin,  2001), p. 6.1 am grateful  to Dr Stewart Lyon 
for  his advice on the interpretation of  the sources. 

30 C.G. Crump and C. Johnson, 'Tables of  bullion coined under Edward I, II, and III', NC4  13 (1913), 200^15, at pp. 210-17. 
31 Crump and Johnson, as in n. 30, pp. 218-19. 
32 G.C. Brooke and E. Stokes, 'Tables of  bullion coined from  1377 to 1550', NC5  9 (1929), 27-69, at pp. 32; N.J. Mayhew, 'From 

regional to central minting, 1158-1464', in Challis,/! New  History  of  the Royal Mint,  as in n. 13, p. 176 n. 311. 
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TABLE 4. Weights of  English silver coins, 1279-1544 

Period 4d. 2d. Id. id. id 
1279 88.9 gr - 22.2 gr _ 6.9 gr 

(0.44 g) (5.76 g) (1.44 g) 
6.9 gr 
(0.44 g) 

1280 88.2 gr 
(5.71 g) 

— 22.0 gr 
(1-43 g) 

- 6.9 gr 
(0.44 g) 

1280-81 88.2 gr - 22.0 gr 11.1 gr 5.6 gr 
(5.71 g) (1-43 g) (0.72 g) (0.36 g) 

1281 — 22.3 gr 
(1.45 g) 11.1 gr 

(0.72 g) 
5.6 gr 
(0.36 g) 

1281 — 22.2 gr 
(1.44 g) 11.1 gr 

(0.72 g) 
5.6 gr 
(0.36 g) 

1281-1308 — 22.2 gr 
0 . 4 4 g) 11.1 gr 

(0.72 g) 
5.6 gr 
(0.36 g) 

1308-35 — 22.2 gr 
(1.44 g) 

10.9-11.2 gr 
(0.71-0.72 g) 

5.4-5.6 gr 
(0.35-0.36 g) 

1335-43 — — 22.2 gr 
(1.44 g) 

10.7 gr 
(0.69 g) 

5.3 gr 
(0.34 g) 

1344-5 — — 20.3 gr 
(1.32 g) 

- -

1345-6 — - 20.1 gr 
(1.31 g) 

9.7 gr 
(0.63 g) 

4.8 gr 
(0.31 g) 

1346-7 — — 20.0 gr 
(1.30 g) 

9.6-9.7 gr 
(0.62-0.63 g) 

4.8 gr 
(0.31 g) 

1347-51 — — 20.0 gr 
(1.30 g) 

9.7 gr 
(0.63 g) 

4.8 gr 
(0.31 g) 

1351-1412 72.0 gr 36.0 gr 18.0 gr 9.0 gr 4.5 gr 
(4.66 g) (2.33 g) (1.17 g) (0.58 g) (0.29 g) 

1412-64 60.0 gr 30.0 gr 15.0 gr 7.5 gr 3.75 gr 
(3.89 g) (1.94 g) (0.97 g) (0.49 g) (0.24 g) 

1445-6 — - - 6.8 gr 
(0.44 g) 

-

1464-1526 48.0 gr 24.0 gr 12.0 gr 6.0 gr 3.0 gr 
(3.11 g) (1.55 g) (0.78 g) (0.39 g) (0.19 g) 

1522-3 45.6 gr 22.8 gr 11.4 gr 5.7 gr 2.8 gr 
(2.95 g) (1.48 g) (0.74 g) (0.37 g) (0.18 g) 

1526—44 42.7 gr 21.3 gr 10.7 gr 5.3 gr 2.7 gr 
(2.76 g) (1.38 g) (0.69 g) (0.35 g) (0.17 g) 

26 October 1523 the rate for  all silver denominations was raised by an extra 2s. per Tower 
pound.33 Surviving indentures for  the ecclesiastical mints generally adhere to the current royal 
mint weight standards, but the Durham indenture of  20 September 1510 specifies  the production 
of  492 pence from  a troy pound, indicating an average weight of  11.7 gr (0.76 g), instead of  the 
royal mint standard of  12 gr (0.78 g).34 

Tables 5-16 summarize the metrology of  thirteen English hoards deposited between 1279 and 
1544,35 The tables are restricted to hoards with a comprehensive record of  the weights of  the silver 

33 Challis, The  Tudor  Coinage,  as in n. 16, p. 70; idem,  'Three notes on the Tudor mint', BNJ  68 (1998), 149-52, at pp. 150-1. 
34 C.E. Challis, 'The ecclesiastical mints of  the early Tudor period: their organization and possible date of  closure', Northern 

History  10 (1975), 88-101, at pp. 92-3, 98-100; Allen, The  Durham Mint,  as in n. 13, p. 95. 
35 R.H.M. Dolley, 'Beulah Hill treasure trove 1953', NC6  13 (1953), 115-22; R.H.M. Dolley and I.H. Stewart with G.F. Willmot, 

'The 1953 Bootham treasure trove', BNJ  27 (1952-4), 281-93; R.H.M. Dolley with RE. Lasko, 'The Dover hoard: the first  English 
hoard with groats of  Edward V,  BNJ  28 (1955-7), 147-68; R.H.M. Dolley and H.E. Pagan, 'An early nineteenth-century discovery at 
Knaresborough Priory', BNJ  32 (1963), 117-26; Archibald, 'The Mayfield  (Sussex) 1968 hoard', as in n. 25, pp. 151-9; eadem,  'The 
Skegby, Notts., 1967 hoard', BNJ  40 (1971), 44-56; R.H.M. Dolley and G.L.V. Tatler. 'The 1958 Whittonstall treasure trove', 
Archaeologia  Aeliana 4th ser. 41 (1963), 65-83; see n. 11 for  the Attenborough, Coventry, Reigate 1972, Rickerby. Ryther, Skipton 
Bridge 1997 and Wyre Piddle hoards. 
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coins found,  and at least ten coins of  one denomination (excluding coins with damage such as 
piercing or chipping that may have reduced their weight). Weights are given in the form  of  the 
original record (grains or grammes), with conversions to grains or grammes in parentheses. The 
data for  pence of  1279-1351 in Table 5 suggest that the mean weight of  coins available for 
hoarding was steady at about 21.8-21.9 gr (1.41-1.42 g) until at least c.1311. The Dover hoard's 
exceptionally high mean (22.5 gr or 1.46 g), and its percentage of  coins over the 22.2 gr (1.44 g) 
standard (68 per cent), may indicate that it contained heavy coins culled from  circulation. The 
mean weights decline to 20.8-21.2 gr (1.35-1.37 g) in the two hoards of  c. 1325-30. There seems 
to have been a further  decline in the weights of  pence in circulation by the time of  the indenture of 
4 December 1343, which required new coins to be of  the same weight as old sterlings.36 This 
indenture does not provide an assessment of  the weight of  the old sterlings in circulation, but the 
indenture of  9 July 1344 specifies  the reduced weight standard, equivalent to a mean weight of 
about 20.3 gr (1.32 g).37 The standard was further  reduced to about 20.0 gr (1.30 g) by 1346, and 
the pence of  1279-1351 in the Rickerby hoard (c.1351) had a mean close to this at 19.9 gr (1.29 
g). The Rickerby hoard was deposited shortly after  the reduction of  the standard to 18 gr (1.17 g) 
in 1351, and 84 per cent of  the hoard's coins are above this new standard. In the Coventry hoard 
(c.1365) the proportion of  overweight coins of  1279-1351 is still 51 per cent. Heavy pence of 
1279-1351 may have been culled for  recoinage and clipped after  the weight reduction of  1351, 
but the effects  of  this were limited and not immediate. The same can be said of  the weight 

TABLE 5. Weights of  English pence of  1279-1351 in hoards 
Hoard Coins Range of Mean Standard Coins over 

weights weight standard 
Skegby 406 19.6-23.0 gr 21.9 gr 22.2 gr 89 
(c.1290) (1.27-1.49 g) (1.42 g) (1.44 g) (22%) 
Dover 56 20.2-23.7 gr 22.5 gr 22.2 gr 38 
(c.1295) (1.31-1.54 g) (1.46 g) (1.44 g) (68%) 
East Langdon 23 (16.8-21.9 gr) (21.0 gr) 22.2 gr 0 
(c.1295) 1.09-1.42 g 1.36 gr. (1.44 g) 
Ickfield 456 (17.3-23.1 gr) (21.7 gr) 22.2 gr 8 
(c.1295) 1.12-1.50 g 1.41 g (L44 g) (2%) 
Mayfield 348 19.9-22.8 gr 21.9 gr 22.2 gr 54 
(c.1307) (1.29-1.48 g) (1.42 g) (1.44 g) (16%) 
Whittonstall 1208 16.8-27.3 gr 21.8 gr 22.2 gr 340 
(c.1311) (1.09-1.77 g) (1.41 g) (1.44 g) (28%) 
Bootham 845 16.6-25.2 gr 21.2 gr 22.2 gr 104 
(c.1325-30) (1.08-1.63 g) (1-37 g) (1.44 g) (12%) 
Knaresborough 1016 14.6-27.6 gr 20.8 gr 22.2 gr 85 
(c. 1325-30) (0.95-1.79 g) (L35 g) (1.44 g) (8%) 
Rickerby 1559 (9.4-23.4 gr) (19.9 gr) 18.0 gr 1316 
(c.1351) 0.61-1.52 g 1.29 g (1.17 g) (84%) 
Coventry 70 14.5-21.4 gr 18.2 gr 18.0 gr 36 
(c.1365) (0.94-1.39 g) (1.18 g) (1.17 g) (51%) 
Skipton Bridge 1997 13 (13.8-20.2 gr) (16.9 gr) 18.0 gr 3 
(1400-C.1410) 0.89-1.31 g 1.10 g (1.17 g) (23%) 
Attenborough 265 8.3-21.4 gr 14.9 gr 15.0 gr 131 
(c.1420) (0.54-1.39 g) (0.97 g) (0.97 gr.) (49%) 
Ryther 27 (9.7-16.9 gr) (12.5 gr) 12.0 gr 14 
(c.1487) 0.63-1.10 g 0.81 g (0.78 gr) (52%) 

36 Calendar  of  Charter  Rolls 1343-1346, pp. 261-2; Challis, A New  History•  of  the Royal Mint,  as in n. 13, pp. 700-1. 
37 Calendar  of  Charter  Rolls 1343-1346, pp. 456-7,583-4; Challis, A New  History  of  the Royal Mint,  as in n. 13, p. 701. 
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reductions of  1411/12 and 1464, although the mean weights for  pence of  1279-1351 fall  to 14.9 gr 
(0.97 g) in the Attenborough hoard (c.l420) and 12.5 gr (0.81 g) in the Ryther hoard (c.1487). 
These means are close to the current standards in each case (15 gr and 12 gr), but in both of  the 
hoards about half  of  the pence of  1279-1351 are over the standard. A similar pattern can be seen 
in the statistics for  pence of  1351-1412 and 1412-64 in Tables 6 and 7, which show mean weights 
declining to about the current standard after  1412 and 1464, but with substantial numbers of  coins 
remaining above the standard. The weight of  a penny may provide some guidance to its period of 
loss, but the possibility that it was heavier than the current standard at the time of  its loss must 
always be considered. 

The data for  groats in Tables 9-11 confirm  the correctness of  Archibald's observation that 
groats were less likely to survive a change in the weight standard and remain above it than 
pence.38 The data for  groats of  1351-1412 and 1412-64 show that these coins were rarely 
above the standard of  their period of  circulation, with the exception of  the coins in Wyre Piddle 
hoard, which was deposited during a period of  high minting charges which seem to have 
inhibited the recoinage of  heavy groats, and the data from  a small number of  groats of  1412-64 
(ten) in the Ryther hoard.39 Mean weights of  groats in the four  hoards of  1351-1464 are always 
below the current standard and above the standard of  the next period, but in two of  these hoards 
(Beulah Hill and Reigate 1972) there were individual coins below the full  standard weight of 
the next period, indicating that the weight of  a coin is not an infallible  guide to its period of  loss 
or hoarding. The halfgroat  data in Tables 12-14 are generally based upon smaller numbers of 
coins than the groat data, but they seem to conform  to the same general trends. The hoards 
always include coins heavier than the current standard, and the mean weight is always above 
the standard of  the next period, but individual coins could be below the next standard. The data 
for  halfpence  are based upon only two hoards, but they are perhaps sufficient  to indicate that the 
range of  weights of  halfpence  in circulation was relatively wide. The halfpence  in the Rickerby 
hoard have weights from  below the standard of  1411/12 (7.5 gr or 0.43 g) to above the standard 
of  1280 (11.1 gr or 0.72 g), and the Attenborough hoard weights vary by a factor  of  over 260 
per cent. 

TABLE 6. Weights of  English pence of  1351-1412 in hoards 
Hoard Coins Range of Mean Standard Coins over 

weights weight standard 
Rickerby 12 (16.1-18.3 gr) (17.5 gr) 18.0 gr 3 
(c.1351) 1.04-1.19 g 1.13 g (L17 g) (25%) 
Coventry 49 14.8-19.4 gr 17.3 gr 18.0 gr 5 
(c.l 365) (0.96-1.26 g) (112 g) (L17 g) (10%) 
Skipton Bridge 1997 55 (13.3-17.9 gr) (16.4 gr) 18.0 gr 0 
(1400-C.1410) 0.86-1.16 g 106 g (1.17 g) 
Attenborough 610 8.8-19.3 gr 14.6 gr 15.0 gr 266 
(c.l420) (0.57-1.25 g) (0.95 g) (0.97 g) (44%) 
Ryther 71 (9.0-15.4 gr) (12.2 gr) 12.0 gr 37 
(c.1487) 0.58-1.00 g 0.79 g (0.78 g) (52%) 

38 Archibald, 'English medieval coins as dating evidence', as in n. 1. pp. 288-93. 39 Archibald,'Wyre Piddle (Worcs.) 1967 hoard', as in n. 11, pp. 139-41. 
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TABLE 1 '. Weights of  English pence of  1412-64 in hoards 

Hoard Coins Range of Mean Standard Coins over 
weights weight standard 

Attenborough 54 10.3-16.1 gr 14.2 gr 15.0 gr 12 
(c.1420) (0.67-1.04 g) (0.92 g) (0.97 g) (22%) 
Wyre Piddle 31 8.0-15.9 gr 12.4 gr 12.0 gr 19 
(c.l467) (0.52-1.03 g) (0.80 g) (0.78 g) (61%) 
Ryther 257 (8.4-16.5 gr) (12.8 gr) 12.0 gr 172 
(c.1487) 0.54-1.07 g 0.83 g (0.78 g) (67%) 

TABLE 8. Weights of  English pence of  1464--1544 in hoards 
Hoard Coins Range of Mean Standard Coins over 

weights weight standard 
Ryther 139 (8.7-16.8 gr) (11.5 gr) 12.0 gr 42 
(c.1487) 0.56-1.09 g 0.75 g (0.78 g) (30%) 

TABLE 9. Weights of  English groats of  1351--1412 in hoards 
Hoard Coins Range of Mean Standard Coins over 

weights weight standard 
Beulah Hill 93 59.6-72.8 gr 70.2 gr 72.0 gr 3 
(c.1365) (3.86^1.72 g) (4.55 g) (4.66 g) (3%) 
Coventry 38 65.1-72.2 gr 70.0 gr 72.0 gr 3 
(c.1365) (4.22-4.68 g) (4.54 g) (4.66 g) (8%) 
Attenborough 10 50.1-62.6 gr 55.2 gr 60.0 gr 1 
(c.1420) (3.25-4.06 g) (3.58 g) (3.89 g) (10%) 
Reigate 1972 74 (44.0-62.8 gr) (54.4 gr) 60.0 gr 9 
(c.1455) 2.85-4.07 g 3.53 g (3.89 g) (12%) 
Wyre Piddle 16 38.9-65.4 gr 52.8 gr 48.0 gr 12 
(c.l467) (2.52-4.24 g) (3.42 g) (3.11 g) (75%) 

TABLE 10. Weights of  English groats of  1412-64 in hoards 
Hoard Coins Range of Mean Standard Coins over 

weights weight standard 
Reigate 1972 802 (40.7-68.3 gr) (57.4 gr) 60.0 gr 54 
(c.1455) 2.64-4.43 g 3.72 g (3.89 g) (7%) 
Wyre Piddle 80 39.8-59.4 gr 54.0 gr 48.0 gr 72 
(c.1467) (2.58-3.86 g) (3.50 g) (3.11 g) (90%) 
Ryther 10 (40.9-59.5 gr) (56.0 gr) 48.0 gr 9 
(c.1487) 2.65-3.86 g 3.63 g (3.11 g) (90%) 
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TABLE 11. Weights of  English groats of  1464-1544 in hoards 

Hoard Coins Range of Mean Standard Coins over 
weights weight standard 

Wyre Piddle 32 25.4-51.4 gr 45.5 gr 48.0 gr 4 
(c.1467) (1.65-3.33 g) (2.95 g) (3.11 g) (12.5%) 
Ryther 226 (36.7-51.5 gr) (46.9 gr) 48.0 gr 71 
(c.1487) 2.38-3.34 g 3.04 g (3.11 g) (31%) 

TABLE 12. Weights of  English halfgroats  of  1351-1412 in hoards 
Hoard Coins Range of Mean Standard Coins over 

weights weight standard 
Seulah Hill 24 33.0-37.1 gr 34.8 gr 36.0 gr 1 
(c.l 365) (2.14-2.40 g) (2.26 g) (2.33 g) (4%) 
Coventry 57 29.9-37.6 gr 34.9 gr 36.0 gr 8 
(c.1365) (1.94-2.44 g) (2.26 g) (2.33 g) (14%) 
Attenborough 55 20.8-35.5 gr 29.9 gr 30.0 gr 32 
(c.1420) (1.35-2.30 g) (1.94 g) (1.94 g) (58%) 
Reigate 1972 30 (19.0-33.9 gr) (25.1 gr) 30.0 gr 1 
(c.1455) 1.23-2.20 g 1.63 g (1.94 g) (3%) 
Wyre Piddle 10 20.5-27.0 gr 25.0 gr 24.0 gr 6 
(c.1467) (1.33-1.75 g) (1.62 g) (1.55 g) (60%) 

TABLE 13. Weights of  English halfgroats  of  1412-64 in hoards 
Hoard Coins Range of Mean Standard Coins over 

weights weight standard 
Reigate 1972 69 (22.2-30.6 gr) (28.1 gr) 30.0 gr 3 
(c.1455) 1.44-1.98 g 1.82 g (1.94 g) (4%) 
Wyre Piddle 29 22.5-29.4 gr 26.3 gr 24.0 gr 27 
(c.1467) (1.46-1.91 g) (1.70 g) (1.55 g) (93%) 
Ryther 15 (25.9-30.1 gr) (27.6 gr) 24.0 gr 15 
(c.1487) 1.68-1.95 g 1.79 g (1.55 g) (100%) 

TABLE 14. Weights of  English halfgroats  of  1464-1544 in hoards 
Hoard  Coins Range of  Mean  Standard  Coins over 

weights weight standard 
Ryther 16 (18.3-25.4 gr) (23.0 gr) 24.0 gr. 3 
(c.1487) 1.19-1.65 g 1.49 g (1.55 g) (19%) 

TABLE 15. Weights of  English halfpence  of  1279-1351 in hoards 
Hoard  Coins Range of  Mean  Standard  Coins over 

weights weight standard 
Rickerby 453 (6.6-11.6 gr) (9.0 gr) 9.0 gr 102 
(c.1351) 0.43-0.75 g 0.58 g (0.58 g) (23%) 
Attenborough 26 6.1-10.1 gr 7.7 gr 7.5 gr 13 
(c.l420) (0.40-0.65 g) (0.50 g) (0.49 g) (50%) 
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TABLE 16. Weights of  English halfpence  of  1351-1412 in hoards 

Hoard  Coins Range of  Mean  Standard  Coins over 
weights weight standard 

Attenborough 33 3.8-10.1 gr 8.0 gr 7.5 gr 21 
(c.l420) (0.25-0.65 g) (0.52 g) (0.49 g) (64%) 

Conclusions 
Table 17 summarizes my conclusions about the survival of  coins of  various periods in circulation, 
estimating the composition of  the currency after  the weight changes of  1351, 1411/12 and 1464, 
and at the start of  the debasement. These figures  may provide some indication of  the possible 
period of  loss of  a single-find,  with the caveat that the data in Tables 1-3 provide many examples 
of  the survival of  coins after  the last period in which they normally occur. The metrological data in 
Tables 5-16 show that the weight of  a coin is not an infallible  indicator of  its period of  loss, 
although the average weights of  groups of  coins in hoards are usually no higher than the current 
weight-standard. However, Archibald was surely right to suggest that the weight of  an individual 
coin may provide evidence of  its probable period of  deposition, in combination with an 
assessment of  its state of  wear.40 

TABLE 17. The composition of  the English silver currency 
Denomination/period 
Groat: 
1351-1412 
1464-1526 
1526-44 
Halfgroat: 
1351-1412 
1412-64 
1464-1526 
1526-44 
Penny: 
1279-1351 
1351-1412 
1412-64 
1464-89 
1489-1544 

1360 
100% 

100% 

c.50-60% 
c.40-50% 

1420 
c.60% 

>95% 
<5% 

c.20-30% 
c.60-70% 
c.5% 

1470 
<5% 
c.95% 

c.10-20% 
c.30-40% 
c.50% 

c.5-10% 
c.l 5-20% 
c.50-70% 
c.5-10% 

1544 

<5% 
>95% 

<5% 
<5% 
c.20? 
c.70-80%? 
0% 
0% 
0% 
c.30-40% 
c.60-70% 

40 Archibald, 'English medieval coins as dating evidence', as in n. 1, pp. 291-3. 
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