
A CIVIL WAR HOARD FROM TREGWYNT, PEMBROKESHIRE 
EDWARD BESLY 

ON 17 September 1996 a quantity of  silver coins of  the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
was discovered by Roy Lewis, using a metal detector in the grounds of  Tregwynt Mansion, 
Granston, Pembrokeshire (SM 8897 3463). His find  resulted from  a chance request by the 
owners, Michael and Ann Sayer, to check soil and subsoil removed from  a sloping site a few 
metres to the north of  the mansion during construction of  a tennis court. A careful  search of  all 
redeposited soil during the succeeding fortnight  yielded a final  total of  33 gold and 467 silver 
coins, a gold ring (Appendix 1), several sherds of  freshly-broken  pottery and a squared sheet 
of  lead measuring 15 x 16 cm (Appendix 2). The find  was the subject of  a coroner's inquest at 
Haverfordwest  on 24 February and 12 June 1997, at which the coins and ring were declared 
Treasure Trove.1 The entire find  has been acquired by the National Museums & Galleries of 
Wales, with the support of  the Heritage Lottery Fund, for  public display. 

The coins may be summarised as follows: 

Gold 
England 

Scotland 
Silver 
England 

Scotland 
Ireland 

Henry VIII 
James I 

Charles I 
James VI 

Edward VI 
Philip & Mary 
Elizabeth I 
James I 
Charles I 

Counterfeit 
James VI 
(Charles I) 
Charles I 

Crown (1) 
Unites (4); Britain Crowns (2) 
Laurels (3); ^-Laurels (7); M-Laurels (2) 
Twenty Shillings (10); Double Crowns (2); Crown (1) 
Sword & Sceptre piece (1) 

Shilling (1) 
Shillings (2); Sixpence (1) 
Shillings (44); Sixpences (107) 
Shillings (33); Sixpences (16) 
Tower  Half  Crowns (87); Shillings (143); Sixpences (17) 
Shrewsbury  Half  Crown (1) 
Oxford  Half  Crowns (3); Shilling (1) 
Bristol  Half  Crown (1) 
'A' Half  Crown (1) 

SA, etc. Half  Crowns (2); Shilling (1) 
Exeter  Crown (1) 
'Charles I' Shilling (1) 
Thirty Shillings (1); Six Shillings (1) 
Confederate  Catholics? Half  Crown (1) 
Lords Justices Crown (1) 

Face value: £51-9j-0rf 
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container; Christine Stevens, Museum of  Welsh Life;  Martin 
Coll ier , Norfolk  Rural Life  Museum. My transcription of 
Llewellin Harrie's inventory is reproduced by kind permission 
of  the National Library of  Wales. The hoard was acquired by 

NMGW with the support of  the Heritage Lottery Fund and the 
ring was purchased by the Friends of  NMGW. The pottery 
fragments  and lead sheet have been donated to NMGW by 
Michael and Ann Sayer. 

1 On the morning of  24 February, notice was received by 
the coroner of  a private claim to ownership. The inquest was 
accordingly opened and adjourned to give time for  evidence 
supporting the claim to be adduced. 
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The Tregwynt Treasure Trove is the finest  Civil War hoard recorded to date from  Wales and 
the first  of  fifteen  such hoards from  Wales (Appendix 3) to contain significant  amounts of 
gold. Only one other Welsh find  approaches it in value, the ill-recorded Conwy Mountain 
hoard of  1835 (Kll),2  which included four  gold coins in a total of  £43-17s-6d.  Tregwynt is 
also the first  Civil War hoard to be recorded from  Pembrokeshire.3 

Date of  deposition and historical context 
The latest coin in the Tregwynt hoard is a single Tower Mint shilling of  Charles I with the 
privy-mark Sceptre - the last mark of  his reign. The coin shows little, if  any, sign of  wear (PI 
11, 466). The previous mark, Sun, was assayed at the trial of  the Pyx on 15 February 1647 
(1646 Old Style). In normal circumstances the privy-mark was changed annually, and most 
pyx trials during this reign took place between 27 April and 26 July, mainly in June or July, 
which would seem to suggest that each privy-mark related to production during the previous 
official  year ending on 24 March.4 If  the pyx trial took place one or more months after  the 
privy-mark was changed, the Sceptre may have been current as early as December 1646; in 
principle it will have remained in use until the end of  January 1649 (New Style). The Sceptre 
shilling in the Tregwynt hoard bears the third and stylistically latest of  the three varieties of 
portrait bust used on shillings bearing this mark. However, it is not known when these were 
changed and any attempt to assess this based on relative survival is frustrated  by the rarity of 
all Sceptre shillings. Allowing for  these changes and for  the time taken for  the coin to reach 
west Wales, it is unlikely that the Tregwynt hoard can finally  have been buried before  mid-late 
1647 and a later date is a strong possibility. The new coinage of  the Commonwealth of 
England appears to have been introduced towards the end of  1649 (NS) following  passage of  a 
new Act on 17 July. Ignoring possible conscious exclusion of  this last, the Tregwynt hoard is 
likely to have been deposited between late 1647 and early 1650. 

The obvious historical context for  the hoard is the so-called 'Second Civil War' of  1648, since 
one of  the most significant  of  the loosely-coordinated royalist risings of  that year began and 
ended in Pembrokeshire. In February, Parliament attempted to replace Colonel John Poyer as 
governor of  Pembroke Castle; by the middle of  March Poyer was in open revolt. The 
parliamentarians were driven out of  Pembrokeshire and the royalist army was only finally  halted 
on 8 May, at St Fagans, a few  miles west of  Cardiff.  Suppressing the revolt brought Oliver 
Cromwell to west Wales in person to besiege Pembroke Castle, which held out until 11 July.5 

The association of  hoarding with specific  events is always a matter to be approached with 
caution, but more general links may sometimes be noted. The nine recorded hoards which 
close with the Tower privy-mark Sceptre (Appendix 4) include finds  from  Kent, Surrey, 
Suffolk,  Lancashire and Pembrokeshire - areas which both saw action in 1648 and which have 
produced few  if  any hoards relating to the larger war of  1642-6. These hoards also include the 
two largest recorded deposits of  silver coins, East Worlington, Devon (J2) and Middleham, 
North Yorkshire;6 and now the most valuable Civil War period hoard from  Wales. 

2 Kll:  Such references  here and throughout are to the 
inventory publ ished by E. Besly, English  Civil  War  Coin 
Hoards,  BM Occas ional Paper 51 (1987) , pp. 7 6 - 1 1 5 ; 
hereafter.  EC.WCH. 

3 There has long been a local legend of  treasure buried at 
Tregwynt . associa ted with the French landing nearby at 
Carregwastad Point, near Fishguard, in February 1797. In the 
l ight of  events , it is poss ible that this incorpora ted and 
superseded a valid tradition dating from  150 years previously. 
For more such legends, see C.R. Beard, The  Romance of 
Treasure  Trove  (1933); chapter XV at pp. 251-65 covers the 

Civil War and its aftermath. 
4 The Trial of  the Pyx today lakes place in two sessions: 

that for  the 1997 coinage opened on 12 February 1998 (K. 
Clancy, pers. comm.). 

5 The standard work is A.L. Leach, History  of  the Civil  War 
1642-1649 in Pembrokeshire  and  its Borders  (1936). Recent 
accounts include P. Gaunt, A Nation  under  Siege:  the Civil 
War  in Wales  1642^19  (1991) and T. Beardworth, The  Sieges 
of  Pembroke  and  Tenby  1648 (Bristol, Stuart Press, 1998). 

6 C. Barclay, 'A Civil War hoard from  Middleham, North 
Yorkshire', BNJ  64 (1994), 84-98. 
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Fig. 1 Tregwynt, Pembrokeshire: location plan 
Drawn by Jackie  Chadwick 

Tregwynt lies in the north of  the county, close to the coast at Aber Mawr, and about seven 
kilometres west of  Fishguard (Fig. 1). The occupiers of  Tregwynt at the time were the Harrie 
or Harries family,  in the person of  Llewellin Harrie, a substantial farmer,  fairly  advanced in 
age. He had at least twelve children: the names of  six sons and six daughters are known.7 

Evidence given at the inquest indicated the likelihood of  former  outbuildings at the probable 
site of  the hoard's concealment, a few  metres to the north of  the house. The proximity of  the 
hoard to the house suggests that one of  the family  was probably involved in its burial, but it 
would be mere speculation to say more than that. The ring (below, pp. 131-2) is not helpful  in 
this matter. 

The loyalties of  the various members of  the family  are not known, and there is an almost 
complete lack of  contemporary documentary sources for  the area. Three men named Harries 
are known to have fought  for  the king at St Fagans, but none can be linked to Tregwynt and 
the name is a common one.8 Whilst the burial of  the hoard, or failure  to recover it, seem to 
relate to the revolt of  1648, it is also possible that it was hidden a little later to escape the post-
war 'composition' by which active royalists made their peace with the Parliament (for  those 

7 F. Jones , 'Har r i e s of  T r e g w y n t ' . Transactions  of  the 
Honourable  Society  of  Cymmrodorion,  sessions 1943 and 
1944 (1946) , 108-119 . Ibid.. Historic  Houses  of 

Pembrokeshire  and  their Families  (1996), pp. 209-10. 
8 A. Sayer, pers. comm. 
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who participated in the 1648 rising, this might involve a fine  of  one-third of  their personal 
estate). There is, however, no evidence that Llewellin Harrie was fined,  and he seems to have 
died, early in 1663, a reasonably prosperous man (for  his probate inventory see Appendix 5). 
There does appear to have been a determined attempt by the new regime, during the early 
1650s, to recover unpaid taxes (even from  before  the war), fines  and sums of  money thought 
to have been raised originally towards the royalist cause.9 The Tregwynt hoard could perhaps 
form  one such sum, and therefore  might represent something beyond the accumulated wealth 
of  a single family. 

The gold coins 
The thirty-three gold coins (£24 0s Od)  comprise 46.6 per cent of  the value of  the hoard. 
They form  the biggest find  of  gold from  a Civil War context since the 1961 Newark 
(Balderton Gate) hoard (B2), and perhaps the largest reliably recorded from  a mixed gold 
and silver coin hoard of  the time. The only close parallel appears to be the 1985 
Breckenbrough (North Yorkshire) hoard (E2),  which contained thirty gold coins (£22 l i s 
0d\  latest, 1639-40) in a deposit of  £93 5s Od  buried early in 1644: another hoard associated 
with a substantial farm. 

The latest gold coin is of  1633-4, and whilst the gold of  James I's second coinage all 
shows signs of  wear, coins of  the third coinage and of  Charles I are for  the most part in 
fresh  condition and have seen little circulation: the larger values have average weights 
comparable with, or better than those in other hoards.10 A good deal of  the gold coinage 
may therefore  have been hoarded previously, though some of  the smaller gold coins (e.g., 
nos 30, 32) are heavily used and were probably removed from  currency close to the time of 
the hoard's final  deposition: their weights are, typically, a little lower as a percentage of  the 
issue standard. The lower output of  Tower gold from  about 1633 is perhaps only part of  the 
reason for  the lack of  later gold coins at Tregwynt. This presumably relates to questions of 
distribution and availability in this remote area - and perhaps to the hoarding habits of 
farmers. 

None of  the gold coins is in itself  of  numismatic interest, though there are several fine 
specimens. The Sharington crown of  Henry VIII may be noted as an unusual survivor, over a 
century old when buried and of  a lower (20 carats, or 833/1000) standard than the others, 
which are all 'crown' gold, or 917/1000. The Scottish Sword & Sceptre piece was legal tender 
in England and Wales from  April 1603 at ten shillings (eleven shillings from  1612) and 
examples have been found  in the Botley (AI),  Horncastle (A3), Cambridge (Pembroke 
College) (C4)u  and St Annes (El6)  hoards, as well as an isolated specimen from  Scratby, near 
Yarmouth.12 This appears to be the first  recorded from  Wales. 

Tower Mint silver 

As usual, Tower Mint silver provides the bulk of  the hoard, comprising shillings and sixpences 
and (of  Charles I) half  crowns. There is one example of  Mestrelle's issue, a sixpence (no. 188) 
and a specimen of  the Briot 'hammered' issue of  1638-39 (no. 467). Two coins of  Charles I 
have 'Welsh' feathers,  a half  crown and a shilling, both with p.m. Crown (nos 252 and 353). 
Three die-cutting legend errors have been noted: C V L T O R S on a double crown of  Charles I (no. 

9 M. Bennett , The  Civil  Wars  in Britain & Ireland  11 Information  from  Martin Allen, December 1998, corrects 
1638-1651  (Oxford,  1997), pp. 350-1 quotes examples from  ECWCH,  pp. 62 and 79 where this coin is described as a half-
Carmarthenshire and from  Haverfordwest.  Sword & Sceptre piece. 

10 ECWCH,  p. 67. 1 2 Scratby: SCMB,  December 1955, p. 501. 
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31; previously known); ELIABETH on sixpences of  Elizabeth I (1569: one die, two specimens, 
nos 102-3) and AVSPIE on the reverse of  no. 353. 

The general composition of  the Tower silver is comparable with those of  other hoards 
buried in the late 1640s (Table 1). 

TABLE 1. Silver coins: percentage compositions of  deposits ending with p.m. Sceptre13 

Tower  % Royalist Other Tower 
Pre-1560 Eliz.  I James  I Charles  I total  aA 

Tregwynt 0.6 17.7 7.5 67.2 4.9 2.1 93.0 

Middleham,  pot 3 0.6 17.9 7.1 61.8 0.1 12.5 87.4 

Six others 1.1 26.6 8.9 60.2 2.0 1.3 96.8 

The number of  well-recorded 'Sceptre' hoards is relatively small and within the group there 
are considerable variations in composition. Coins of  Charles I form  eighty-nine per cent of  the 
value of  the Guildford  hoard (J3), a carefully-selected  deposit containing only half  crowns and 
shillings, but only forty  per cent of  the small Hadleigh hoard (J4), for  instance. At Tregwynt 
and at Middleham, the coins of  Elizabeth and James remain closer to the depressed levels 
typical of  hoards of  1644-5, than to those of  later deposits which may have included money 
hoarded during 1642-6 but returned in part to circulation after  the fighting  stopped. The 
explanation at Tregwynt may be that the silver element was taken from  circulation not long 
before  its burial, and comprised money which had come into the area during the mid-1640s 
(thus already distorted by general hoarding), only slightly supplemented by coins returned to 
the local currency pool after  1646. 

Allowing for  some loss through corrosion the average weights of  the Tregwynt coins 
(p. 131) lie within the ranges recorded for  other contemporary hoards. Likewise, the degree of 
clipping is reasonably typical. Most of  Elizabeth's coins, about one quarter of  James I's, and 
ten shillings (7.0%) and three half  crowns (3.4%) of  Charles I are significantly  clipped. There 
is no indication that the Tregwynt silver coins were specially selected. Wear on the coins of 
Charles I, notably on some half  crowns of  1641-3, reinforces  the impression of  a sum of 
money taken from  circulation in the later 1640s. This included perhaps a few  worn smaller-
denomination gold coins (often  the case with larger Civil War hoards). To this there appears to 
have been added a significant  sum of  gold, previously removed from  circulation though not 
necessarily on a single occasion. 

Because the hoard was thoroughly disturbed before  its finding,  there is no evidence as to 
any segregation within it. However, many silver coins of  all periods and several gold coins 
bore traces, some substantial, of  copper salts, derived perhaps from  the sole counterfeit  (no. 
496) or a now-vanished object of  copper alloy. It appears that the whole formed  a single 
deposit. 

Civil War coinage 1: royalist issues 
The Tregwynt hoard contains eleven coins from  the emergency royalist mints and a further 
two relating to the contemporary events in Ireland. The royalist issues cover a remarkable 
range, with seven mints represented. The closest parallel is the 1982 Priorslee (Telford)  hoard 
(Hll), which contained twenty-seven half  crowns, also from  seven mints. This hoard was also 
deposited in 1646 or later, though the latest Tower privy-mark was Sun (1645-6). The third 

1 3 The six other hoards are those summarised in ECWCH.  1640s, see ECWCH,  Table I and discussion, pp. 55-7. 
p. 117, Table VI, Group J. For the broader picture during the 
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significant  western group of  royalist coins from  a single hoard is the 'South Midlands' deposit 
(G2): twenty-nine half  crowns, from  six mints, probably buried in 1645. Issues from 
Shrewsbury, Oxford,  Bristol and W (Worcester) are common to all three hoards. Tregwynt and 
Priorslee also share the 'SA' and related issues of  Sir Thomas Cary and each has a single 'Late 
Declaration' half  crown marked 'A'. The seventh mint in Tregwynt is Exeter, a crown dated 
1644 - an unusual denomination in hoards, though Sir Richard Vyvyan's mints appear to have 
produced a substantial quantity of  crowns (single examples were also present in the East 
Worlington and Taunton hoards (72, El  9)). 

The 'Exurgat' issues are all from  known dies, though the 1644 Oxford  half  crown (no. 487) 
may represent an unrecorded combination. The 'A' mint half  crown is discussed below. In the 
'Cary' series, the presence of  a half  crown signed ':SA:' is worthy of  remark, since this seems 
to be only the fourth  recorded specimen. Of  the four,  two have provenances, both of  them 
from  Pembrokeshire: Tregwynt and a die-duplicate specimen almost certainly found  in the 
Haverfordwest  area.14 On its own, this is insufficient  to consider reattributing this issue: the 
late George Boon's suggestion of  Salopia  (Shrewsbury), as one of  Sir Thomas Cary's mints 
authorised in May 1644, remains the most likely explanation.15 If  this is accepted, it perhaps 
throws a little light on the processes by which such coinages reached their places of 
deposition. In the present case, the repeated raids by Sir Charles Gerard from  the Marches 
deep into Wales and Pembrokeshire in April and May 1645 may well explain why 'SA' half 
crowns are, to date, found  only in Pembrokeshire. 

Civil War coinage 2: the 'A' mint 
The Tregwynt hoard contains one royalist issue of  the highest rarity: a half  crown of  'Late 
Declaration' type, signed 'A' beneath the obverse horseman and dated '1646'. Coins of  this 
series are in themselves very rare, and seldom provenanced,16 but this is the first  'A' coin to be 
recorded with a date other than 1645. 

The 'Late Declaration' series comprises half  crowns and smaller denominations struck from 
dies of  Bristol type, including both unaltered and altered Bristol dies, struck at unknown 
locations after  the fall  of  Bristol in September 1645. They bear as privy- or mint-marks the 
letters A or B or a small plume of  'Welsh' feathers.  Hitherto, all known 'A' coins were dated 
1645, and all 'B' and 'feathers'  coins 1646. Morrieson recorded three half  crown reverse dies 
marked A and dated 1645, the first  altered from  a Bristol die.17 The single obverse die, marked 
A below the horseman, was used into 1646 (Old Style) with a reverse marked B, and there 
were five  other 1646 reverses, four  with a small plume, the other with no specific  privy-mark. 
All five  were used with this obverse die, by now reworked and with a small plume in place of 
the letter A below the horse. One 1646 reverse (Morrieson's 1646, no. 5, with no privy-mark) 
now proves to have been used in a fresh  state with the unaltered A obverse, and should 
therefore  be regarded as the earliest of  the five.  It was later used again with the altered obverse 
die. 

The most recent discussion of  this topic has suggested Ashby-de-la-Zouch (Leics.) and 
Bridgnorth (Shropshire) for  the locations of  the A and B mints (if,  indeed, these letters do 
represent places).18 This new coin raises again the question of  attribution of  these 'late 

14 SCBI  33 (Brooker), no. 1158; now in National Museums 
& Galleries of  Wales. 

1 5 G.C. Boon, Cardiganshire  Silver  and  the Aberystwyth 
Mint  in Peace and  War  (Cardiff,  1981), p. 103. 

1 6 In addition to the Tregwynt and Priorslee hoards, an 'A' 
shi l l ing was found  at C lywedog , near Dolge l lau , 

Mer ione thsh i re ; now in N M G W col lect ion (Boon, 
Cardiganshire  Silver.  . ., p. 125). 

1 7 H.W. Morrieson, 'The coinage of  Lundy, 1645-6 ' , BNJ 
19 (1927-28) , 131-43 ; ibid., 'Addenda to the coinages of 
Thomas Bushell ' , BNJ  20 (1929-30), 159-62. 

1 8 Boon, Cardiganshire  Silver.  . ., pp. 122-30. 
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declaration' issues, for  this coin cannot have been struck at Ashby, which surrendered on 28 
February 1645 (OS). It could, however, be interpreted as a mule using the unaltered 'A' 
obverse die at whatever minting place was next adopted. The Ashby - Bridgnorth hypothesis 
would in this case remain feasible  for  1645 A and 1646 B coins respectively. However, the 
particular 1646 reverse used here bears, in effect,  no privy-mark and this appears to be the 
case for  many of  the dies of  most denominations in the series. It may be that after  A and B 
(whatever their meaning) the use of  no mark at all or of  a small plume of  feathers  simply 
reflected  reality, a mint with no fixed  abode. 

Civil War coinage 3: Irish issues 
The Tregwynt hoard contains two Irish coins from  the period of  the 'Great Rebellion', both of 
them extremely rare as finds  from  a Civil War context on the British mainland. The more 
spectacular is a crown of  the Lords Justices' issue proclaimed in Dublin on 8 July 1643, better 
known as 'Ormonde Money'. These coins, with simple designs comprising a crowned 'CR' 
and their individual values, were struck to the same standards as contemporary Tower Mint 
products, and on 13 October 1643 the issue was declared legal tender in England and Wales, 
no doubt with an eye to its use by the forces  freed  by the truce of  15 September to leave for 
England to fight  for  the King.19 Despite this official  status, there appears to be no previous 
record of  'Ormonde Money' being found  in a 'mainland' hoard in a Civil War context, though 
another crown of  the issue was included in the Congleton, Cheshire, hoard found  in 1992; this 
had been buried in the mid-1670s, but the Irish crown could well have been brought over 
thirty years earlier.20 

The second Irish coin is a 'blacksmiths' half  crown, an issue over which there still seems to 
be some uncertainty. The coins of  this description copy English half  crowns of  the early 
1630s. They appear to be of  reasonable metal,21 though generally somewhat light in weight 
and struck from  crude, hand-cut dies; and are hard to classify,  since these dies were regularly 
retouched and the quality of  striking is almost uniformly  poor. They are conventionally 
attributed either to the Confederate  Catholics at Kilkenny in 1642, who are known to have 
produced coinage, or to an issue by royalists in 1649, also at Kilkenny.22 The coin was much 
encrusted when found,  and it is hard to say whether its present slightly soft  appearance results 
from  wear, poor striking or the cleaning process. If,  however, the Tregwynt hoard was 
deposited in 1648 (or even well into 1649) the 'blacksmith' issue cannot be the royalist 
coinage of  1649, for  Ormonde's Kilkenny warrant authorising coinage was dated 8 August 
1649. Attribution of  the 'blacksmiths' half  crown to this coinage is now only tenable if  the 
hoard was buried at the very end of  that year, or later. Most probably, the 1649 attribution 
should now be dropped. The identification  of  the 'blacksmiths' half  crowns with an issue by 
the Confederate  Catholics in 1642 has been greatly strengthened by the evidence of  the 
Tregwynt hoard. 

Chester was the main point of  entry to England and Wales of  the 'Irish' troops. It is likely 
that both of  these Irish coins reached Tregwynt via Chester and the Welsh Marches, rather 
than directly across the blockaded southern Irish Sea. 

1 9 F.W. Yeates, 'The co inage of  Ireland dur ing the 
Rebellion, 1641-1652 ' , BNJ  15 (1919-20) , 185-223, at pp. 
2 0 3 - 2 0 6 ; 'Further notes on the Irish coinage, 1641-1652 ' , 
BNJ  16 (1921-22), 189-93. 

2 0 Congleton: unpublished; information  from  B. J. Cook. 
2 1 E. Besly and M.R. Cowel l , 'The metrology of  the 

English Civil War coinages of  Charles I ' , BNJ  61 (1991), 
57-75, at p. 64 no. 96: 90.7% silver. 

2 2 P. Nelson. 'The obsidional money of  the Great 
Rebellion, 1642-1649', BNJ  2 (1905), 291-357, at pp. 331-3 
suggested the Confederate  Catholics in 1642: Yeates (BNJ  15) 
pp. 215-17 favoured  the royalists in 1649. 
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SCHEDULE OF THE TREGWYNT HOARD23 

A bold  number indicates  that the coin is illustrated. 

GOLD COINS 

ENGLAND (32) 

Henry VIII 
Third  coinage, 1544-47 
1 Crown of  the Double Rose Bristol, N. 1836 2.80g 1 

James I 
Second  coinage, 1604-19 

Unites 

Britain Crowns 

2/424 

2/5 
2/1 
2/3 

N.2084 

N.2090 
N.2091 

Key 
Tower 
Trefoil 
Tun 
Lys 
Tower 

9.98g 
9.87g 
9.88g 
9.75g 
2.43g 
2.50g 

Third  coinage, 1619-25 
8 Laurels 3/2 N.2112 Spur rowel 9.01g 1 
9 -10 3/3 N.2113 Thistle 9.02g, 9.01g 2 
11 /^-Laurels 3/1 N.2116 Spur rowel 4.51g 1 
12-13 3/4 N.2117 Thistle 4.49g, 4.47g 2 
14 Lys 4.56g 1 
15-17 Trefoil 4.53g, 4.49g, 4.40g 3 
1 8 - m - L a u r e l s 3/2 N.2118 Lys 2.22g, 2.20g 2 

Charles I 
20 Twenty Shillings A/IIa25 N. 2147 Lys 9.03g 1 
21 B/I N. 2148 Cross 9.15g 1 
22-3 B/bust 2a N. 2148 Castle 9.02g, 9.00g 2 
24 Anchor (/Castle) 9.03g 1 
25-6 B/bust 2b N. 2149 Feathers 9.08g, 9.03g 2 
27 C/bust 3b N. 2151 Feathers 8.95g 1 
28 C/bust 3a N.2150 Rose (/Feathers, rev.) 8.99g 1 
29 D/bust 5 N.2153 Portcullis 9.08g 1 
30 Ten Shillings A/bust la N.2159 Lys 4.35g 1 
31 B/bust 2a N.2161 Castle 4.44g 1 
32 Five Shillings D/bust 5 N.2185 Harp 2.24g 1 

SCOTLAND (1) 
James VI 
Eighth  coinage, 1601-4 
33 Sword & Sceptre Piece (£6 Scots), 1602 S.5460 4.97g 1 

2 3 References:  N. = J.J. North, English  Hammered  Coinage 
Volume  2, 3rd Edition (1991); S. = P. Seaby and P.F. Purvey, 
Standard  Catalogue  of  British Coins, Volume  2: Coins of 
Scotland,  Ireland  & the Islands  (1984). 

2 4 Coins of  James I are listed according to coinage and 
obverse bust variety; so here 2/4 = 2nd coinage/4th bust. See 
North, English  Hammered  Coinage  (note 23), pp. 142ff. 

2 5 Gold of  Charles I is listed following  SCBI  33 and North. 
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SILVER COINS 

ENGLAND (463) 

Edward VI (1) 

34 Shilling Fine coinage N.1937 Tun 1 

Philip and Mary (3) 
35-6 Shillings English titles 1555 N.1968 2 
37 Sixpence Full titles 1554 N.1970 1 

Elizabeth I (151) 
Shillings,  First  issue, N.1985  (14) 

38-51 Lys ( l ) ; Crosslets (8); Martlet (5) 14 

Shillings,  Third  issue, N.2014  (30) 

52-81 Bell (1); A (4); Scallop (1); Crescent (1); Hand (4); 
Tun (7); Woolpack (4); Key (2); One (2); Two (3); 
Uncertain (Two?) (1) 30 

Sixpences, Second  Issue,  N.1997  (81) 

82-92 Pheon 1561 (5); 1562; 1564 (2); 1565; 156? (2) 11 
93^4 Portcullis 1566 (2) 2 
97 Lion 1567 1 
98-111 Coronet 1567; 1568; 1569 (9); 156?; 1570 (2) 14 
112-15 Castle 1571 (3); 157? 4 
116-24 Ermine 1572 (5); 1573 (4) 9 
125-7 Acorn 1574 (3) 3 
128^10 Eglantine 1573; 1574 (3); 1575 (7); 1576; 1577/6 13 
141-8 Plain Cross 1578/7; 1578 (5); 1579 (2) 8 
149-59 Long Cross 1580 (7); 1581 (4) 11 
160-1 Sword 1582 (2) 2 
162 Uncertain (?coronet, 71567) 1 

Sixpences, Third  Issue,  N.2015  (25) 

163 Bell 1583 1 
164-6 A 1583; 1584(2) 3 
167-9 Scallop 1584; 1585 (2) 3 
170-1 Crescent 1587 (2) 2 
172^1 Hand 1590;1591;159? 3 
175-9 Tun 1592 (2); 1593 (3) 5 
180-1 Woolpack 1594 (2) 2 
182-4 Key 1596 (2); 159? 3 
185-6 One 1602 (2) 2 
187 Two 1602 1 

Mill  sixpence (1) 

188 Star 1562 N.2025/2; BB 23 0 6 - R 5 2 6 2.75g 

2 6 D.G. Borden and l.D. Brown, 'The milled coinage of  Elizabeth I", BNJ  53 (1983), 108-32. 
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James I (49) 

Shillings  (33) 

189 1/1 N.2072 Thistle 1 
19CM- 1/2 N.2073 Thistle 5 
195-200 2/3 N.2099 Lys; Rose (5) 6 
201-16 2/4 N.2100 Rose (9); Scallop (3) Grapes (3); Coronet 16 
217-19 2/5 N.2101 Coronet; Key (/Coronet, rev.); Bell 3 
220-1 3/6 N.2124 Rose; Trefoil 2 

Sixpences (16) 

222-3 1/1 N.2074 Thistle 1603 (2) 2 
224-6 1/2 N.2075 Thistle 1603 (3) 3 
227-32 2/3 N.2102 Lys 1604 (3); 1605; Rose 1605 (2) 6 
233-7 2/4 N.2103 Rose 1606 (2); Scallop 1606; 

Coronet 1608; Key 1609 5 

Charles I, Tower Mint (247) 

Half  Crowns (87) 

238-40 Group II N.2205 Feathers 3 
241-5 N.2207 Harp; Portcullis (4) 5 
246-51 Group III N.2209 Bell (5); Crown 6 
252 N.2210 Crown 1 
253-7 N.2209 Tun 5 
258-9 N.2211 Anchor; Triangle 2 
260-3 N.2212 Triangle 4 
264 N.2211 Star (/Triangle, obv.) 1 
265 N.2212 Star (/Triangle, obv.) 1 
266-90 Group IV N.2214 Star (4); Triangle-in-circle (21) 25 
291-321 (Group III) N.2213 (P) (10); (R) (9); Eye (4) Sun (7); uncertain 31 
322-4 Group V N.2215 Sun 3 

Shillings  (143) 

325 N.2218 Cross calvary B1 /1 2 7 1 
326-8 N.2221 Feathers Cl/1; C2/1 (2) 3 
329-31 N.2223 Harp Dl/1; D2/1; D3/1 3 
332^1 N.2223 Portcullis D4/1 3 
335-8 N.2225 Bell El /1 5 
339-52 Crown E2/2 13 
353 N.2226 Crown E2/3 1 
354 N.2225 Tun El /2 1 
355-71 N.2225 Tun E2/2 17 
372 N.2227 Tun F2/1 1 
373^1 N.2229 Tun F3/1 2 
375-8 N.2229 Anchor F3/1 u/u (2); u/1, u/r, 4 
379-80 N.2230/1 Triangle F3/2; F5/2 2 
381-6 N.2231 Triangle Gl /2 6 
387-401 Star Gl /2 15 
402-34 Triangle-in-circle Gl /2 33 
435-40 (P) Gl /2 6 
441-8 (R) Gl /2 8 

2 7 B1/1, etc.: M. B. Sharp, 'The Tower shillings of  Charles I . . . ' , BNJ  47 (1977). 102-13. 
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449-51 (P) or (R) Gl /2 2 

uncertain Gl /2 1 
452-5 N.2232 Eye G2/2 4 
456-62 Sun G2/2 7 
463-5 N.2233 Sun Hl/1 3 
466 N.2234 Sceptre H3/2 1 

Briot's  hammered  coinage 

467 N.2231/2308 Triangle/ ~ over Anchor; Gl/Briot 5.83j r 1 

Sixpences (17) 

468 N.2238 Feathers 1 
469-70 N.2240 Portcullis 2 
471-5 N.2241 Bell; Tun (4) 5 
476 N.2242 Tun 1 
477 N.2243 Tun 1 
478-82 N.2246 Triangle (2); Star (3) 5 
483 N.2247 (R) 1 
484 N.2246(?) Sun (/Eye, rev.) 1 

Char les I, Royal is t Issues (11) 

Shrewsbury 

485 Half  Crown 1642 N.2376; Morr C3 2 8 15.02g 1 

Oxford 

486 Half  Crowns 1643 N.2413; Morr. D 3 2 9 14.77g 1 
487 1644 N.2433; Morr obv. 15.25g 1 

1643, K/rev. 1644, 11 
488 1646 N.2432; Morr. AI 14.97g 1 
489 Shilling 1642 N.2439; Morr. B3? 6.24g 1 

Bristol 

490 Half  Crown 1643 N.2488; Morr. CIO30 14.95g 

A (Late  Declaration  series) 

491 Half  Crown 1646 N. -; Morr. 'A5'3 1 

[not previously recorded] 
14.41 g 

Sir  Thomas  Cary's  mints 

492 Half  Crowns W N.2590; Allen B12 3 2 14.16g 
493 :SA: N.2600; Allen G41 14.52g 
494 Shilling N.2619; Allen D14 5.93g 

2 8 H.W. Morrieson, 'The coins of  the Shrewsbury Mint. 
1642', BNJ  12 (1916), 195-211. 

2 9 H.W. Morrieson, 'The coinage of  Oxford,  1642-46 ' . 
BNJ  16 (1921-22), 129-88. 

3 0 H.W. Morrieson. 'The coinage of  Bristol, 1643-1645' , 

BNJ  18 (1925-26), 135-57. 
3 1 Morrieson, 'Lundy, 1645-6' , etc., note 17. 
3 2 D.F. Allen, 'The "Weymouth" and "Salisbury" mints of 

Charles I ' . BNJ  23 (1938-41), 97-118. 
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Exeter 

495 Crown 1644 N.2557; Besly C12 3 3 28.30g 

Counterfeit  (1) 
496 Shilling 'Group B \ cf.  N.2220 2.57g 

SCOTLAND (2) 

James VI, Post-Union 
497 Thirty Shillings S.5504 Thistle 14.82g 1 
498 Six Shillings S.5507 Thistle 1606 2.85g 1 

IRELAND (2) 

Confederate  Catholics? 

499 Half  Crown S.6557A,'Blacksmith' 13.00g 1 

Lords Justices ('Ormonde Money') 

500 Crown S.6544 29.13g 1 

GOLD RING 

501 A gold 'posy' ring: plain band, diameter 21mm, weight 8.664g; inside the band, an engraved inscription: 
Rather death  thenfalce  offayth.  Uncertain maker's mark EH ligatured Notes  on individual  coins 

1. SPINE; Lockett 4344, same dies 
13. Rev. privy-mark after  IACOBVS 
24. Graffito  on obv. 
29. Only two lys in French/English arms, first  quarter 
30. has been folded 
31. Rev. CVLTORS; same dies as SCBI  33, no. 145 
35. has been folded. 
58. Crescent over Scallop, obv. 
102-3. Obv. ELIABETH; two coins, same die. 
162. A over Bell. rev. 
173. has been folded. 
218. Key over Coronet, rev. 
259. textile traces in obv. corrosion pattern? 
264-5. Star over Triangle, obv. 
317. Sun over Eye, obv. 
325. Same obv. die as SCBI  33, no. 403? 
328. no pellets on rev. 
353 Rev. AVSPIE. 
379. Obv. Triangle over Anchor? 
460. Sun over Eye, obv. 
484. Sun over Eye, rev. 
486. Same obv. die as SCBI  33, 888-90. 

3 3 E. Besly, 'The English Civil War mints at Truro and Exeter, 1642-1646' , BNJ  62 (1992), 102-53. 
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487. Obv./rev.  dies as SCBI  33, 902/904. 
488. Same dies as SCBI  33, 918. 
489. Same obv. die as SCBI  33, 925. 
490. Same dies as SCBI  33, 974. 

Weights Summary 
The figures  follow  the format  developed for  ECWCH:  for  each denomination, three figures  give the average weight 
in grammes, the number of  specimens (in brackets) and the percentage of  the standard in use from  1601 (and for 
gold, 1619) represented by the average weight. 

Gold  coins 

England 
James I Unites 

9.87 (4) 98.4 
Laurels 
9.01 (3) 99.0 

Charles I Twenty  shillings 
9.04(10) 99.3 

Scotland 
James VI Sword  & Sceptre  piece 

4.97 (1) 97.6 

Silver  coins 

England 
Tower Sixpences Shillings Half  crowns 
Edward VI 5.94(1) 
Philip & Mary 2.70(1) 5.72 (2) 
Tower Sixpences Shillings Half  crowns 
Elizabeth I 1558-61 

1561-82 2.64 (81) 87.7 
5.34(14) 88.7 

1582-1603 2.64 (25) 87.7 5.45 (30) 90.5 
James I 2.72 (16) 90.4 5.60 (33) 93.0 
Charles I (Lys) - Tun 2.83 (10) 94.0* 5.83 (50) 96.8 14.25 (20) 94.7* 

Anchor - Star 2.87 (5) 95.3* 5.93 (27) 98.5 14.87 (12) 98.8 
Triangle-in-circle - 5.87 (33) 97.5 14.68 (21) 97.5* 
(P) - (R) 2.78 (1) 5.81 (16) 96.5 15.05 (19) 100.0 
Eye - Sceptre 2.68 (1)* 5.80 (15) 96.4 15.01 (14) 99.7* 

Weights are averages following  conservation for  display; for  most coins, this comprised simple treatment with 
methylated spirits to remove any adhering soil. An asterisk indicates those groups of  silver coins where more than 
one third of  the coins required chemical treatment to remove significant  silver chloride corrosion products. 
Although some coins throughout the hoard retain superficial  copper salts (derived from  the base counterfeit,  no. 
496, or from  a further,  unidentified  source) which might contribute to slightly high average weights, significant 
loss of  silver from  coins in the marked groups probably more than compensates for  this, yielding artifically  low 
figures  for  these groups. There is a full  record of  individual weights at the National Museum & Gallery Cardiff. 

APPENDIX 1: THE GOLD 'POSY' RING 

During the recovery of  the hoard, a gold ring was found  in the same general area as the redeposited coins. 
The fine  'posy' ring has an external diameter of  21 mm, internal diameter 18.5 mm and weighs 8.664 

Double crowns Britain crowns 
2.47 (2) 98.5 

Half-laurels  Quarter-laurels 
4.49 (7) 98.6 2.21 (2) 97.1 

Double crowns Crown 
4.40 (2) 96.7 2.24 (1) 97.1 



132 CIVIL WAR HOARD FROM TREGWYNT 

grammes.34 The hoop is rounded on the outside to a flattened  'D' section. The outside is plain and the interior 
of  the band is inscribed in italic script 'Rather death  then falce  of  fayth'  and has a punched maker's mark 
'EH' within a plain shield (fig.  2). The mark appears to be unascribed.35 Finger rings of  this form  were 
common during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and similar inscriptions exist in various collections, 
for  intance 'Rather dy  then faith  deny\36  The ring appears never to have been worn and was probably not 
very old when buried. 

The form  of  the ring only provides a broad seventeenth- or eighteenth-century date, but the spelling and letter 
forms  of  the engraved inscription are consistent with a date in the first  half  of  the seventeenth century.37 

Although other objects have been collected from  the site, the only other definite  seventeenth-century finds  are 
those associated with the hoard. The ring therefore  most probably formed  part of  the Tregwynt hoard: it was 
declared Treasure Trove along with the coins on 12 June 1997, has been acquired by NMGW for  display with 
the coins. 

APPENDIX 2: THE CONTAINER 

Six fragments  of  pottery of  a standard seventeenth-century fabric,  brown-glazed redware, freshly  broken and 
apparently from  a single vessel, were recovered from  the same soil as the coins and ring. The sherds are dense and 
smooth and the glaze a glossy light brownish green (internally) to thick dark brown (a dribbled partial external 
glaze). The vessel was probably an internally glazed ovoid lid-seated jar, with a rim diameter approximately 16.5 
cm. These can have handles and occasionally tripod feet.  Similar forms  are known from  seventeenth-century 
contexts at Montgomery Castle and within the typology of  the seventeenth-century gravel-tempered wares found  in 
south-west Wales.38 

Also found  was a squared sheet of  lead, 15 x 16 cm. Its size is consistent with the possibility that it had served 
as a cover for  the pot, though it is not in itself  closely datable. 

3 4 If  of  22ct (Crown) gold, the ring's contribution to the 
hoard's intrinsic value would have been nineteen shillings. 

3 5 The mark does not appear in Jackson's  Silver  and  Gold 
Marks  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  edited by I. Pickford 
(Woodbridge, 1989). 

3 6 O.M. Dalton, Franks  Bequest. Catalogue  of  the Finger 

Rings Early  Christian,  Byzantine, Teutonic,  Medieval  and 
Later (1912), no. 1287. ['then'  = 'than']. 

3 7 Information  from  Dr M. Redknap ( N M G W ) and Dr 
Susan J. Davies, University of  Wales, Aberystwyth. 

3 8 M. Redknap, pers. comm. 
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Fig. 3 Tregwynt hoard: probable container and lid 
Drawn by Tony  Daly. Scale  1:3 

Ref 

E9 
E14 
E22 
F13 

F14 

K1 
K6 
Kl l 
K41 
K42 
K49 

A P P E N D I X 3: C H A R L E S I C O I N H O A R D S F R O M WALES 

Location Content  Value  Latest 

Mynydd Fochriw, Mid Glam. 1991 
Pontypridd, Mid Glam. 1988 
Glascoed, Gwent, 1979 
Prestatyn, Flint (Clwyd), 1934 
Monmouth, 1868 
Penybryn, Clwyd, 1979 

F15 Ewenny, Glam., 1983 

Trehafod,  Mid Glam., 1941 
Tregwynt, Pembs., 1996 

Abernant, Carm., 1809 
Bodfari,  Flint, 1927 
Conwy, 1835 
Llangunlio, Radnor, 1814 
Llysworney, Glam., 1864 
Pendoylan, Glam., 1907 

8 AR 
35 AR 
11 AR 
519 AR 

£0-9-9d 
£0-16-9d 
£0-7-9d 
£20-14-0d 

large? (18 recorded) 
105 AR £6-12-ld 

3 AR 

28 AR 

£0-3-0d 

£l-10-0d 
33 AU, 467 AR £51-9-0d 

60 AR 
11+AR 
4 AU, 1174 AR 
'Many' AR 
- 6 0 AR ? 
27 AR 

£0-7-6d+ 
£43-17-6d 
? 
? 
? 

Tun,1636-8 
Triangle, 1638-9 
(P) 1643-4+ 
(P) probably 
(P) 
(R)/1644; incl. York, Ox., 
W, CH, 'Chester' 
(R), with pistols, in 
breastplate 
Eye?, 1645+ 
Sceptre/1646; Shr, Ox, Br, 
W/SA, A, Ex, 
'Blacksmith', 'Ormonde' 
? 
7 

T-in-C or (P)? ? 

? 
? 
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APPENDIX 4: CIVIL WAR HOARDS CLOSING WITH P.M. SCEPTRE 

J1 Boston. Lines, 1886 291 AR £15-14-6d 
J2 East Worlington, Devon, 1895 5188 AR £242-18-lOMd (3 pots) 
J3 Guildford,  Surrey, 1983 175 AR £15-2-6d 
J4 Hadleigh, Suffolk,  1936 97 AR £4-4-0d 
- Middleham, N. Yorks, 1993 5099 AR £312-14-6d (3 pots) 
J5 Sheerness, Isle of  Sheppey, 1968 417 AR £22-17-6d 
- Tregwynt, Pembs, 1996 33 AU, 467 AR £51-9-0d 
J6 Whittingham, Lanes, 1853 301 AR £10-15-0d+ (c. £16?) 
J7 Wyke, Bradford,  1982 1048 AR £38-13-8d (2 pots) 

APPENDIX 5: PROBATE INVENTORY OF LLEWELLIN HARRIE; TREGWYNT, 
PEMBS., 1662/339 

An Inventarie of  all and singuler the goods chattells and debts of  Lewhellin Harries late of  Tregwint in the County 
of  Pembrocke gent deceased a widdower taken valued and appraised the sixteen day of  March in the yeare of  our 
Lord one thousand six hundred & sixty two by Thomas Phillipps gent and David Phillipps as followes 

Imprimis six pairs of  oxen praised att 18 li 
Item twelve kine praised att 9 li 
Item sheepe one hundred and 
sixty praised att 5 li 

Item more two yeare old Heyfers  praised att 
Item more foure  Heyfers  of  a yeare old praised att 3 li 

Item Horses twelve praised att ) 
Item more two Coults praised att ) 15 li 

Item three stackes of  Barly praised att ) 4 li 
Item wheate one stacke praised att 
Item more one stacke of  wheate 
& Oats praised att 3 li 
Item oats three stacks praised att ) 
Item peese one parte of  recke praised att ) 3 li 

Item ten swyne praised att ) 
Item geese five  & a gander praised att ) 10s 
Item six ducks and a mallord praised att ) 

Item two table boords praised att ) 
Item two wodden Cheires praised att ) 10s 
Item one presse Cuppeart praised att ) 
Item one skue praised att ) [settle  (sgiw);  inf.  C. Stevens] 

Item three Iron brandas praised att ) 
Item two Iron planks praised att ) 
item two old Iron broches praised att ) 
Item one paire of  Iron Brickconds praised att ) 

Item seven hemping baggs praised att ) 
Item one great hemping winwing sheet praised att ) 
Item two smalle hemping winwing sheets praised att) 

10s 

5s 

[branders:  gridirons  or trivets] 
[bake  stones; C.S.] 
[broaches:  iron wedges] 
[?derived from  brigwn, pi. brigynau: 
andirons,  fire  dogs] 

[winnowing] 

3 9 National Library of  Wales, SD/1662/42: will, inventory and administration bond of  Llewellin Harrie. 
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Item two dozen of  boords praised att 2s 

Item two plowitt furniture  praised att 
Item three harrows & one dragg 
with furniture  praised att 

Item two Carts with furniture  praised att 
Item three old skidds with furniture  praised att 

Item one Churne praised att 
Item one old brason morter praised att 

Item foure  bush of  peese praised att 
Item three bush of  barly praised att 

Item five  turckyes & one turcke Cocke praised att 

Item one stacke of  peese praised att 

Item plates fourty  owncess praised att 

Item of  pewter two & fifty  pounds praised att 
item 3 old brass Candlesticks praised att 

Item one Caldron praised att 
Item one great brass Crock praised att 
Item two great brass pannes & two 
smalle brass pannes praised att 
Item one smalle br: Crock praised att 

Item two hogsetts praised att 
Item two Barrells praised att 
Item three old Bedds steeds praised att 
Item one new Bedd steed praised att 

Item six Blanketts praised att 
Item three [CJoverlets praised att 

Item foure  old Joynstools praised att 

Item one side Cuppert praised att 
Item one presse Cuppert praised att 

10s 

lii 

12d 

lii 

2s 

5 li 

l l i- lOs 

511 

[ploughs  with] 
[drag:  heavy harrow] 

[sledges?:  reading  uncertain] 

[bushels] 

[no  figure] 

[plate] 

lii 

10s 

5d 

5s 

Sume totallis 

[in  different  hand:] 

li s d 
78-6-5 
77-15-5 [this  is correct} 

Llewellin Harrie died early in 1663 (New Style). His will, dated 8 May 1659, was proved at Carmarthen on 19 
March 1662/3.4 0 Very few  seventeenth-century inventories from  Wales appear to have been published, and the 
above complements usefully  another north Pembrokeshire inventory, that of  James Bowen of  Llwyngwair, Nevern, 
in 1629.4 1 Bowen's inventory totalled £97- ls -4d, comparable in general scale with Harrie's. They give an 
impression of  two substantial farms,  though Harrie's furniture  and furnishings  seem distinctly bare when compared 
with Bowen's. Items such as household linen, pillows, bolsters and cushions, commonly included in inventories of 

4 0 F. Jones. 'Harries of  Tregwynt' (note 7), pp. 112-13. 
4 1 E.D. Jones, 'An inventory of  a Pembrokeshire squire's 

chattels, 1629', National  Library of  Wales  Journal  8 (1953-4), 
2 2 2 - 4 . See also the inventory of  Griffith  Wynn, Mercer 
(Caernarvon, 1673) in G.C. Boon, Welsh  Tokens  of  the 

Seventeenth  Century  (Cardiff,  1973), pp. 4 3 - 7 5 ; and T.M. 
Owen, 'Some Lleyn inventories of  the seventeenth and early 
eighteenth centuries'. Caernarvonshire  Historical  Society 
Transactions  21 (1960), 70-80. 
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this level of  detail, are absent, where at Llwyngwair they amount to over £4: hard for  the appraisers to overlook, 
though other necessities such as chamber pots (fourpence  apiece at Llwyngwair) might be regarded de  minimis. 

One Tregwynt entry may, however, be of  wider interest: at the time of  his death Llewellin Harrie owned five 
turkeys and a turkey cock - presumably American or Mexican, hardier birds than the more 'domesticated' breeds 
subsequently developed.42 The size of  the flock  would have sufficed  for  his own table, perhaps producing a few 
surplus birds for  market, and is close to the one cock and six hen turkeys regarded as appropriate for  'any farm  not 
small' around 1800.4 3 Turkeys were introduced to England around 1524 and by 1615 were recognised members of 
the poultry-yard.44 In Wales, the Tregwynt reference  is paralleled a little later by the estate inventory at Wynnstay, 
Denbighshire in 1683-6, which included '9 old turkies & 2 young ones' . 4 5 

4 2 M. Collier (Norfolk  Rural Life  Museum), in litt.  8 January 
1998, quoting Encyclopedia  of  Agriculture  (1853), pp. 799ff. 

4 3 W. Gilbey, Farm  Stock  100 Years  Ago (1910), reprinted 
as Farm  Stock  of  Old  (Liss, 1976), p. 122, quoting Annals of 
Agriculture,  vol. 39 (1803). 

4 4 E. Brown, Races of  Domestic Poultry  (n.d.. c. 1900). p. 
193. 

4 5 F. Jones , 'Wynns tay in 1 6 8 3 - 6 ' , Archaeologia 
Cambrensis  95 (1940), 48-56. 
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BESLY: TREGWYNT CIVIL WAR HOARD (1) 
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BESLY: TREGWYNT CIVIL WAR HOARD (2) 



PLATE 13 

MAYHEW AND BESLY: BROUGHTON HOARD 
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