THE 1969 COLCHESTER HOARD
EDITORIAL NOTE

T H E R E were in the 1 9 6 9 Colchester hoard 1 4 , 0 6 5 complete coins and the remains of
about twenty laminated forgeries of the mid thirteenth century as follows:

Short Cross Coins
England (classes VI-VIII)
Scotland (William the Lion, posthumous, and Alexander III)
Long Cross Coins
England (classes I-Vc)
—, uncertain
—, Bury, class VI
Dublin (including 3 imitations)
Scotland
Continental, and contemporary imitations
Laminated forgeries

6
2
11,304
24
1,916
292
489
32
c 20

The hoard was in two parts. The first was a typical hoard of English Long Cross
pennies ending with class Vc, with the usual admixture of Irish, Scottish, and Continental pieces. The second part consisted of a group of coins, in value fourpence less than
£8, all from the same pair of dies from Bury St. Edmunds, of class VI, a variety previously known by a single specimen. The hoard is much the largest and most important
discovery of Long Cross coins made in the British Isles, even though only a fraction of
the size of the huge 1908 Brussels hoard.
The first part of the hoard closed in class Vc which saw the earliest issues of four new
London moneyers appointed in 1256. All of these moneyers were represented in the
hoard with the exception of John Hardel. Mr. Brand's work on the Rolls of Henry III
has revealed that John Hardel was included with the others in an entry of October 1256
but that his name had been added at a later stage to an entry mentioning the other three
moneyers in May 1256. While the interpretation of the evidence is not altogether
straightforward it suggests that John Hardel was appointed after May but before
October 1256. The closure of the first part of the hoard cannot therefore be dated before
the appointment of the three moneyers first mentioned in May 1256 nor much after
October 1256 when, at the latest, the issues of John Hardel would have been beginning
to find their way into circulation. Class VI cannot be dated more accurately than 1268 x
78. A single large sum received in coins fresh from the Bury mint must therefore have
been added to the currency hoard at least twelve years later.
Because of its size it may be some time before Miss Archibald is able to complete her
analysis of the English portion of the hoard, but the record of her lecture to the London
Numismatic Club on 7 January 1971 (Newsletter, March 1971, vol. v, no. 10, pp. 132-6)
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contains a useful summary of the coins of each mint and moneyer of the main classes.
The figures for mints are as follows:
?
Va-c
VI
3015
5
London
2124
Canterbury
270
1916
Bury
Durham
21
III
II
III
II
17 148
Norwich
2 245
Exeter
13 201
15 200
Oxford
Gloucester
18 221
Winchester
Lincoln
26 312
York
22 312
Northampton
10 286
III only: Bristol, 118; Carlisle, 38; Hereford, 57; Ilchester, 37; Newcastle, 126; Shrewsbury, 5S;
Wallingford, 42; Wilton, 79.
I
41
21
2

nil
32
10

II
175
72
14

III
1813
901
148

IV
24
8
4

VIIV
1

Mr. Seaby and Mr. Stewart were invited to treat the Irish and Scottish portions and
their reports on these series, which were prepared several years ago, now appear in the
following pages, together with notes on the circumstances of discovery and the site.
A complete photographic record, with weights, was made at the British Museum,
which acquired 1,550 of the coins. Some coins were acquired by other museums, and
nearly 12,000 were returned to the finders. Many have passed through the London
salerooms—Sotheby, 24 March 1971, lots 1-180, and Glendining, 15 April 1971, lots
361-75; 16 June 1971, lots 151-65; 2 Sept. 1971, lots 115-30; 24 Nov. 1971, lots 111-26;
and 9 Feb. 1972, lots 181-215.
On Plate VI there are illustrated 7 Irish pennies (numbered I 1-7), 3 Irish type
imitations (numbered 220-2), 29 Scottish coins (numbered 51-9 and 510-29, in error
for S 1-29), and one of the class VI by Ion of Bury St. Edmunds (no. 223). Unfortunately
it was not possible to alter or correct the numbering on the plate which had been
printed for inclusion in an earlier volume.
The numbers used in the Scottish section are those of the British Museum photographs.
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