
THE SHORT GROSS COINS OF RHUDDLAN 
By JOHN D. BRAND 

ALL coins of this Welsh mint are uncommon. The very rare Norman pennies have previously 
been discussed by Mr. F. Elmore Jones.1 In one respect they are similar to the Short Cross 
issues; they are from irregular dies, presumably of local manufacture. 

Several numismatists have, in the past, written on the Short Cross pennies of Rhuddlan 
and, basing their arguments on doubtful and conflicting historical sources, have put forward 
almost as many theories as to why and when they were struck. In 1963, however, 
Mr. R. H. M. Dolley published a new classification of these coins based on numismatic 
evidence alone.2 He divided them into six classes on stylistic grounds and, by utilisation 
of hoard evidence, proved satisfactorily that they were issued over a comparatively long 
period of time by the four moneyers working in succession. Examination of a larger number 
of specimens than was available to Mr. Dolley now enables his classification to be extended, 
although his basic concept is not altered. A total of 128 coins have been examined and 
compared for die-identities, and 44 different die-combinations have been found. Two of 
the coins are so irregular that they can readily be seen to be of 'non-official' origin, if such a 
term can be admitted in the context of a coinage that is itself wholly irregular. The remaining 
coins may be divided into eleven groups which form five main classes. In order to avoid 
confusion with Mr. Dolley's classification, which is so very similar, and also with Dr. L. A. 
Lawrence's classification of the regular issues, lower case roman numerals have been used 
to denote each of the main classes now propounded. 

There are five principal characteristics, apart from the style of the king's head, which may 
be observed on the coins as an aid to classification and which may be described as follows: 

1. the letter N may be reversed, 
2. The letter c may be barred giving the appearance of a letter E, 
3. The crown may have an extra pellet in the cross (fig. 2) as compared with the normal 

issues (fig. 1). 

fig 1 fig 2 
4. The formation of the curls of hair may be either (a) small curved strokes as on the 

early regular pennies (Lawrence classes I-IV), or (b) broken annulets as on the later 
regular issues (Lawrence classes V-VIII), 

5. the initial cross on the reverse may be either pattee or pommee. If the latter, it may 
have an additional central pellet and/or the bottom pellet may be absorbed in the 
inner circle. 

Within any sub-class these characteristics are constant and are strong pointers to the 
homogeneity of each class and to the evolution from one class to the next. 

i BNJ X X V I I I (1955), pp. 191-195. 2 Spink's Numismatic Circular, November, 1963, 
pp. 226-7. 
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The first coins are those of the moneyer Halli. They are a reasonably close copy of the 
regular coinage of Lawrence class lb, and, though the dies, were obviously prepared by a 
different and less skilled hand, they are not without technical competence and artistic merit. 
I t is far more probable that a goldsmith rather than a blacksmith was responsible for their 
manufacture. Apart from the generally coarser work, two quirks display their irregular source. 
One is minor: the letter N is always reversely barred; a not uncommon failing in irregular 
issues ancl not always absent from the official die-cutter's work. The second is distinctive 
and is the addition of the extra pellet in the stylised representation of the king's crown. 
Both of these features are constantly and invariably found not only on all the coins of Bfclli, 
but also on those of Tomas and the earliest issues of Simond as well. They need not indicate 
that all of these dies were cut by one man. The probability is that at least two smiths 
successively prepared the dies during the early period, but it does certainly mean that a 
local tradition of the design of the coins was instituted and followed. 

The second class of coins is very similar to the first and displays the same two quirks 
with two more added. The letter c now has a central cross-bar making it into a letter E, and 
the initial cross on the reverse becomes pommee instead of pattee. The only significance in 
the latter change would appear to be that it is easier for the die-cutter to make a cross pommee 
than a cross pattee, though at the end of this class the pattee cross reappears. The earliest 
coins of the class are also by the moneyer Halli, but the reverse legend is retrograde. There 
are only two dies with this retrograde inscription and they are found used with three obverse 
dies. An obverse of class i, which is also found coupled with a class i reverse, is used with both 
of the na reverses. The second reverse die (the sequence being apparent from die wear) is 
then used with an obverse of class ii. I t would seem possible that the retrograde legends 
were the first work of a new engraver, who would not only, if unused to such work, be quite 
likely to make such an error on his initial attempts, but also there is the fact that from here 
on the new error is made of E instead of c as well as the change in the initial cross. 

The coins of Tomas, all with the same type of obverse, have been differentiated into three 
sub-classes by the three forms of initial cross that are found. At first it is a normal cross 
pommee; secondly a normal pommee but with the bottom pellet more or less incorporated 
into the inner circle; and lastly, similar to the preceding, but with the addition of an extra 
central pellet much as in the cross of the crown. No die-links between these sub-classes have 
been discovered. Their relative order would seem to be established on the grounds of 
stylistic development: an argument which does, however, have limitations in the context 
of an irregular coinage such as this. 

Simon(d) is the next moneyer. I t is possible that his first coins use the same obverse die 
as one of Tomas's pennies. The condition of the only specimen of the latter is such that the 
link cannot be asserted unequivocally. What is certain is that two obverse dies used by 
Simon(d) are identical in style with those used by Tomas. The five reverse dies found in 
conjunction with them, whilst retaining the reversed N, revert to an initial cross pattee. 

Simon(d)'s later coins are quite different in style, and may indicate a new die-cutter. 
The head is obviously modelled on the reform coinage of the regular issues introduced in 
1204/5 (Lawrence class V). The main characteristic, apart from the general shape and 
appearance of the king's head, is the treatment of the hair now represented by broken 
annulets, and the crown is the normal eight pellet type. The letter N is correctly barred and 
the letter c correctly formed. The initial cross however reverts once again to pommee. Two 
obverse dies display transitional features: one retains the curious formation of the crown 
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with the extra pellet but uses the new style curls; the other retains the old type curls but 
uses the new, normal, crown. I t may be supposed that these two dies represent the earliest 
work of the new engraver. A feature of this section of the Rhuddlan series is one obverse 
die that has been re-cut, or 'touched up', at least twice and is used with a whole series of 
reverses. Some of these reverses are so similar to one another that the minute differences 
might possibly in some cases also be due to re-cutting. Another feature of this group is the 
apparently indiscriminate occasional omission of the pellet stops between the words on the 
reverse. 

The last coins of, what is presumed to be, this same moneyer—now spelt Simod—are again 
quite different in style from their predecessors. The execution of the dies is much cruder 
than before, though very obviously based on a Lawrence class V model. There are two obverse 
dies. On both the letter c once more has a central cross-bar, and, on one only, the letter N 
is reversed. There are also two reverses on both of which the legend is retrograde but the 
individual letters are not reversed. One of the obverse dies is also used in conjunction with a 
reverse of the final moneyer, Henricus. The other coins of Henricus are from three obverse 
dies and two reverse dies, all of which are very crude in execution. The initial cross is pattee. 

The proposed classification of the Rhuddlan pennies may be summarised as follows, the 
five main variable characteristics being tabulated: 

Class Description and. Moneyer 
i Head similar to Lawrence Class I, but 

face tends to be broader. 
Hall i 

ii Head similar to Class i, but becoming 
coarser and with fewer curls to look 
more like Lawrence Class III . 

a Halli (reverse legend retrograde) 
b Tomas 
c Tomas (bottom pellett of cross on 

inner circle) 
d Tomas (ditto, with additional central 

pellett) 
e Simon(d) 

Hi Head based on Lawrence Class V. 
a Simon 
b Simoncl 
e Simon(d) 

iv Distinctive head, also based on Law-
rence Class V. 
Simod (reverse legend retrograde) 

v Debased, crude head. 
Henricus 

N C Crown Curls Cross 
Reversed c 2 a pattee 

Reversed E 2 a 

pommee 
pommee 
pommee 

pommee 

pattee 

Normal c pommee 
2 b 
1 a 
1 b 

Normal E l b pommee 

Normal c l b pattee 

I t may be worth remarking that the letter A is throughout formed in the same way as 
on the first four Lawrence classes, i.e. the only cross-bar is across the top of the uprights. 
Classes i and ii normally have a pellet stop between the two words of the obverse legend. 
Classes Hi, iv and v usually do not have such a stop. As far as the reverses are concerned, 
the majority of the coins have single pellets either side of the word ON, though a number 
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of the Tomas pennies have only one, that preceding ON, and several of the Simon(d) coins 
of class iiic have no stops at all. In two instances a colon stop has been observed (No. 2510, 
we; and No. 4020, the iv/v mule), but it is not considered that these isolated examples have 
any connection with the colon stops of Lawrence class l ib . 1 

Although all of the Rhuddlan coins are to a certain extent crude and are easily 
distinguishable from the regular Short Cross pennies, the die-cutters were not without skill 
and were able to copy themselves very closely. The two 'non-official' coins however, both of 
Halli, are quite different in treatment. 

The first is in the British Museum and appears to be of contemporary workmanship. 
There are so many differences from the normal coins of Rhuddlan that it would be most 
unlikely to represent the first trial essay of the local die-cutter. The curls are arranged on 
the opposite sides of the head from normal, i.e. 5/2, the letter A is open at the top with a 
cross-bar across the middle, the letter s is reversed, the letters N are correctly barred, and 
the crown is of the regular issues type not used at Rhuddlan until much later. If these dies 
had been the first work of the local cutter, his later work would have corrected some of the 
errors, but certainly would not have instituted new ones that continued unchanged through 
a whole series. 

The other irregular coin, now in the A. H. F. Baldwin collection, was first illustrated in 
BNJ II, plate opp. p. 30, no. 9, and was then in the Talbot Ready cabinet. I t has the appear-
ances of being a nineteenth century concoction. 

This is not the place to speculate as to why these coins were struck in such a comparatively 
remote corner of the Plantagenet sphere of influence. Too many attempts to relate them to 
the fragmentary written history of those times have already been made, with widely 
conflicting conclusions. I t may not be out of order, however, to remark that we have no actual 
proof that coins were ever struck at Rhuddlan; the attribution to that town is pure conjecture. 
An attempt may nevertheless be made to date them within a broad outline and with the aid 
of the detailed hoard evidence compiled by Mr. Dolley2, who has most generously given per-
mission for the tabulated results of his researches to be reproduced here3. The table sets 
out the published hoard evidence for Rhuddlan in the Short Cross period together with some 
supplementary evidence in respect of the Eccles hoard which is taken from the British Museum 
trays. 

Hoard Latest regular Halli Tomas Simon(d) Henricus 
class i iia iib, c, d He Hi ', iv V 

Aston I l i a 3 — — _ _ 

Lisieux IVa - 1 - - -

Newry V - - - 1 + -

Eccles VII ? ? 1 1 + 5 + -

Kilmaine VII - - - 1 -

'Prance' V I I - 1 - - 1 
Colchester V I I 1 1 1 2 8 2 
Ribe V I I I _ _ _ _ _ 1 

1 See also BNJ X X X I I I pp. 58-61, for re-
allocation of Class l i b to Class IVa. 

2 Spink's Num. Giro., Nov. 1963, p. 227. 
3 With Mr. Dolley's approval, the Table incor-

porates slight amendments, and also includes the 
Kilmaine hoard ( Inventory 216) which had one 
penny of class iv, recorded amongst the 'irregular' 
coins in the National Museum of Ireland's Register. 

G 
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The table does help to confirm the relative order of the moneyers. As the date of deposit 
of the hoards becomes later, so coins of the successive moneyers appear. Caution must however 
be exercised in carrying this argument too far as the absence of the coins of any particular 
moneyer can be as well construed as merely another indication of the comparative rarity 
of these pennies. In particular, the fact of Eccles and Kilmaine not including coins of 
Henricus could apparently indicate that he did not commence striking until c. 1240, and 
that these two hoards are slightly earlier than 'France' and Colchester. This argument, 
however, is not really valid, for even Colchester, the largest of all the Short Cross hoards, 
contained only two specimens by this rare moneyer. 

On stylistic grounds the first coins of Halli, class i, which are obvious copies of Lawrence 
class I, would be dated to the penultimate decade of the twelfth century. The Aston (Nantwich) 
find was deposited probably a little before 1194 and contained Rhuddlan pennies of this 
first group, and of this first group only. The second group, class ii, consists of later, debased, 
copies: their apparent derivation from Lawrence class I I I is due to the latter itself being 
derived by a process of debasement from the earliest regular Short Cross issues. One coin of 
Tomas was present in the Lisieux hoard which may be dated to c. 1195. The new style coins of 
Simon(d), those with the cross pommee, patently are copied from the reform coinage of King 
John of 1204/5. At least one specimen was contained in the Newry find from Ireland which 
was deposited soon after that date. The retrograde version, Simod, presumably representing 
the same man, is also copied from Lawrence class V and is die-linked with Henricus who 
used only a small number of dies. I t is therefore improbable that there was any considerable 
interlude in striking at Rhuddlan and it would seem unlikely that the issues would have 
extended much beyond 1215. Although there is a superficial resemblance between the Henxicus 
pennies and the regular coins of Lawrence classes VII and VIII, this is doubtless due to lack 
of skill on the part of the die-cutter and the coins are most probably earlier. Unfortunately 
none of the well-documented finds of Short Cross pennies that were deposited in the period 
between c. 1210 and c. 1240 contained any coins of the Rhuddlan mint and therefore cannot 
aid in resolving the questions of their date. 

The limits within which we may confidently postulate dates of striking of these irregular 
issues of coins, on numismatic grounds alone, are therefore as follows: 

Class i c. 1180—c. 1190. 

ii c. 1190—-pre 1205. 

Hi c. 1205—c. 1210. 

iv c. 1210. 

v c. 1210—c. 1215. 

The majority of the coins have been weighed, but any tabulation of the available weights 
could possibly be misleading without taking into account the degree of wear—and damage 
in some cases—to which each coin has been subjected. However, the impression gained from 
the data available is that the Rhuddlan pennies were of good weight quite comparable with 
those of the regular issues. 
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A list is appended of all the die-combinations that have so far been discovered1. An 
example of each combination is illustrated on plates XI and XII. The number of specimens 
recorded is also noted. I t must be acknowledged that not all surviving coins have been recorded 
here, perhaps not even a large proportion of them, but nevertheless the pattern which is 
now established is unlikely to be disturbed to any substantial extent by the addition of 
further material. Classes iv and v appear to be largely complete, but in the earlier issues there 
are several places where additional dies could well be fitted in as a result of new finds. Once 
more this parallels the regular coinage where classes V and VI, and the earlier part of class 
VII, are almost completely represented in our cabinets, but the early issues are very much 
more incomplete. This only reflects the fact that several large hoards from late in the Short 
Cross period have been unearthed, while early hoards are fewer and smaller. 

Finally, acknowledgement must again be made that this paper is largely based on the 
preliminary work of Mr. R. H. M. Dolley already referred to, and is in reality only an ex-
tension of his classification made possible by reason of the larger number of coins now 
available. The Willoughby Gardner collection includes no less than twenty-eight Short 
Cross pennies of Rhuddlan and the present writer is deeply indebted to Mr. D. F. Petch, 
Curator of the Grosvenor Museum, Chester, for the very generous way in which he has made 
these, and the other Rhuddlan pennies in the museum, available for study in London. Grateful 
thanks are also due to the individuals and museums noted below who have made available, 
lent, cast, or photographed their Rhuddlan pennies and given permission for them to be 
illustrated. In particular the Keeper and staff of the Coin Room at the British Museum have, 
as always, been particularly helpful. Lastly, but not least, the many individuals and museums 
contacted who, to their regret, did not have any specimens must also be thanked for the 
trouble they went to in answering enquiries. 

SOURCES OF COINS A N D OF ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Collections Illustrations 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford 
A. H . F. Baldwin, Esq. 
N . C. Ballingal, Esq. 
Birmingham City Museum 
J . D . Brand, Esq. 
British Museum 

4510. 
1050, 2310, 2550, 3325, 3370, 9020. 
3315. 
2220. 
1030, 2330, 3330, 3345. 
2410, 2520, 3110, 3335, 3340, 3350, 3360, 4010, 

Fitzwill iam Museum, Cambridge 
Grosvenor Museum, Chester. 

5010, 9010. 
1220. 
1010, 1020, 1040, 2110, 2210, 2320, 2420, 2510, 

2530, 2540, 3210, 3310, 3320, 5020, 5030. 
Hunterian Museum, Glasgow 
F. Elmore Jones, Esq. 1210, 2430, 4020. 
Koninklijk Penningkabinet, The Hague 
Nationalmuseet, Copenhagen 
National Museum of Ireland 
National Museum of Wales 
B . H . I. H . Stewart, Esq. 

2230. 

P. Woodhead, Esq. 1060. 

1 The system of numbering has been designed of new dies and new combinations of dies which 
readily to facilitate insertion, in their correct order, will undoubtedly be brought to light in the future. 
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List No. Class Moneyer and Description No. of Coins 
H A L L I 

1010 i Same Obv. die as 1020 2 
1020 i Same Obv. die as 1010: later striking 4 
1030 i 7 
1040 i 2 
1050 i Same Rev . die as 1060 3 
1060 i Same Obv. die as 1210 & 1220; same Rev . die as 1050 3 

— 2 1 

HALLI ( R e t r o g r a d e ) 
1210 i / i ia Same Obv. die as 1060 & 1220 1 
1220 i / i ia Same Obv. die as 1060 & 1210; same Rev . die as 2110 2 
2110 iia Same Rev . die as 1220 6 

— 9 
TOMAS 

2210 iib 3 
2220 ii, b or c 2nd Stop missing 1 
2230 ii, b or c 2nd Stop missing 1 
2 3 1 0 iia O b v . r e a d s HNEBICUS 5 
2320 iio 2nd Stop missing. Same Obv. die as 2330 3 
2330 iia 2nd Stop missing. Same Obv. die as 2320 1 
2410 iid 2nd Stop missing 4 
2420 -iid 2nd Stop missing 5 
2430 iid 1 same Obv. die as 2510-2530 1 

— 24 
SIMOIT(D) 

2510 He D . 1st Stop double. Same Obv. die as 2430( ?), 2520 and 2530 4 
2520 He D . Same Obv. die as 2430( ?), 2510 & 2530 1 
2530 He D . Same Obv. die as 2430( ?), 2510 & 2520 2 
2540 He D . Same Obv. die as 2550 5 
2550 He 2nd Stop missing. Same Obv. die as 2540 1 

— 13 
3110 iiia, N o Stops 2 
3210 nib D . 3 

— 5 
3310 Hie D . N o Stops. Same Obv. die as 3315-3345 1 
3315 Hie D . Same Obv. die as 3310, 3320-3345 1 
3320 Hie D . N o Stops. Same Obv. die as 3310, 3315, 3325-3345 3 
3325 Hie D . 1st Stop missing. Same Obv. die as 3310-3320, 3330-3345 3 
3330 Hia D . Same Obv. die as 3310-3325, 3335-3345, but re-cut 7 
3335 iiic Same Obv. die as 3310-3330, 3340 & 3345 7 
3340 Hie D . N o Stops. Same Obv. die as 3310-3335, & 3345. Same Rev . 1 

die as 3345 & 3350. 
3345 iiic D . N o Stops. Same Obv. die as 3310-3340, but re-cut. Same Rev . 1 

die as 3340 & 3350. 
3350 m o D. N o Stops. Same Rev . die as 3340 & 3345 2 
3360 iiic Same Obv. die as 3370. letter x is pommee 5 
3370 iiic Same Obv. die as 3360, letter x is pommee 3 

— 34 
SIMOD (Re trograde ) . 

4010 iv N o Stops. Obv. has letter I after 2nd R 4 
4020 iv N o Stops. Same Obv. die as 4510. Obv. has letter N reversed 1 

— 5 

Carried forward 111 
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List No. Glass Moneyer and Description No. of Coins 
Brought forward 111 

H E N R I C U S 

4510 iv/v 1st Stop double, no 2nd Stop. Same Obv. die as 4020. Obv. has 2 
letter N reversed 

5010 v Obv. has letter x by itself between hand and sceptre-head 5 
5020 v Same Rev. die as 5030 5 
5030 v Same Rev. die as 5020 3 

— 15 

126 

I R R E G U L A R 

9010 — Halli. Contemporary? 1 
9020 — Halli. Modern concoction? 1 

— 2 

128 

ADDENDUM 

By an unfortunate oversight, the collections of the Royal Mint Museum were not con-
sulted before this paper was written. There are three pennies of Rhuddlan in that museum, 
all of class iiic, moneyer Simon(d). They are from the die-combinations noted as Nos. 
3315, 3325 and 3335. The condition of the first of these is rather better than that of the 
only other specimen so far noted of that particular combination, and it can now be seen 
that the obverse die had suffered considerable wear. Accordingly it should be placed 
chronologically after the combinations numbered 3320 and 3325. 



PLATE XIV 
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2 540 2550 

C O I N S O F T H E R H U D D L A N M I N T ( I ) 
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