A D D R E S S BY D E R E K F. A L L E N
PRESIDENT OF THE BRITISH NUMISMATIC SOCIETY
Delivered at the Anniversary Meeting, 26 November 1963
IT is usual to begin the Presidential Address with some figures as to our membership.
I may describe this as reasonably buoyant. At our last meeting we elected more members
than at any other during my Presidency and, I think, since the war. In the year we have
acquired 38 new members, 9 of them junior members, as against 2 resignations and 2
regretted deaths by accident. The average rate of election recently has been 27 a year.
Our total membership now stands at 370, allowing for today's arrivals, of whom 32 are
junior members; the latter are now about 12 per cent, of our personal membership.
The constitution of the Society places a limit of five years on the tenure of the Presidency. I think this is absolutely right; new faces and changes of emphasis are needed
from time to time. I have been honoured by your continued confidence in me during the
last five years; but I am glad now to hand the care of the Society's affairs over to Mr.
Peck—if it is, as I have no doubt it will be, my last pleasurable duty to declare him duly
elected. He is the right man for the Society at the present time. The acknowledged
expert on 400 years of our coinage, he will be the first President for many years whose
interest lies in milled coins. Our interests span more than 2,000 years and it is high time
the searchlight of attention was directed to a period which, over the lifetime of the
Society, has failed to receive its deserts. I am sure Mr. Peck will see that the balance is
restored.
I cannot leave this office without recording my personal debt to the Council and
Officers of the Society, who have made its tenure possible. The Society owes a great debt
to those who willingly and freely give time and energy to its affairs. In recent years the
changes in the office holders have perhaps been too rapid for the Society's convenience,
but personal problems have had to supervene.
Only one officer has served with me throughout my five years in the same capacity,
that is Mr. Dolley as Director. I cannot overstate the value of his services to the Society,
with which his connexion as an officer now, unhappily, terminates. We wish him all
good fortune in his new appointment and hope it will not mean that he loses interest in
our affairs. He will most certainly be welcome back in our counsels when he can spare
the time. His vigorous personality has, at the cost of occasional controversy, added
a new dimension to our proceedings. Our Journal and our meetings reflect the new life
which Mr. Dolley has infused into Anglo-Saxon numismatics and which, I trust, will
continue undiminished, despite his absence from our midst.
The Council have proposed that his place as Director should be taken by Mr. Lyon
who has previously held the offices of Secretary and later Treasurer. It continues to be
the Director's duty to arrange the monthly programme of meetings and for next year
this will now fall to Mr. Lyon.
In Mr. Lyon's place as Treasurer the Council proposed Miss Archibald, who has
filled the vacancy at the British Museum caused by Mr. Dolley's departure. You will
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welcome the opportunity to become acquainted with someone who is destined to be
a prominent figure in British numismatics for many years ahead. We hope she will enjoy
her new appointment, which now for the first time goes to a lady; she will, however, not
be the first lady to play a prominent part in this Society.
Dr. Kent continues as Librarian. We can therefore be pleased that the bonds between
the Society and the British Museum remain as strong as before. This is something the
Society should strive to maintain.
Mr. King remains your indefatigable editor in conjunction with Mr. Blunt, a collaboration which has lasted for more than ten years and is a warranty of the excellence
of our Journal. This continues to command attention and respect. The number received
during 1963 completes the Third Series. An advance copy is available today of the first
volume in the Fourth, which differs from the old in the shape of page. It should be more
convenient and allow more room for illustrations. It is our policy to keep the cost
down by omitting special types and cutting out other unnecessary luxuries. There will
also be stricter control over authors' corrections. This also permits closer adherance to
the timetable. I am happy to report that the British Academy continues to support our
Journal with an annual grant of £100 from funds at its disposal.
Mr. Slayter has done another year as your Secretary, with approbation from all. We
are grateful to him for the efficiency and assiduity with which he pursues his duties. This
is the most exacting of the Society's offices and the one most in the public eye. It is
particularly important that we should be well served here, as indeed we are.
My Presidency has been marked by a distinction which I hope will never fall to any
other. I have twice had to announce an increase in the annual subscription in line with
the rise in printing costs. I do not think that even now ours is an expensive Society for
the service it renders. We have just kept our head above water in the last year, possibly
on the strength of the support of the British Academy, partly also due to a kind donation
of coins by our member Colonel Allcard, which, with his agreement, were sold for £100.
But our financial health should not rely on such sources. I hope that the increase to take
effect in the coming year should put us in a position of proper financial stability. I trust
that members will accept this reflection of the trend of today in good heart.
Since this is the last occasion on which I shall speak to you as President, I will allow
myself a more personal note. I shall supplement my own recollections of the Society by
quotations from a prodigious numismatic correspondence which took place over the
first thirty years of the Society's life between our first Secretary Mr. W. J. (Jonathan)
Andrew and our first lady member of note Miss Helen Farquhar. My own experience of
the Society begins just where the correspondence breaks off.
From the first meetings of the Society which I attended I carry away the impression
that the average age of attendance was a great deal more advanced than today. They
were more set in their ways. I hope that we do not today seem so remote or terrifying to
the young—there were no junior members in those days—as did the remaining great
figures of the past to me. I remember particularly Taffs, Carter, Parsons, Dakers,
Lockett, Ryan, Shirley Fox and, above all, Lawrence. Lord Grantley and Miss Farquhar,
also, and Forrer occasionally. Of those whom I recall from that time only Mr. King, Mr.
Blunt, Mr. Bagnall, and Mr. Fred Baldwin remain. This is less than thirty years ago:
I certainly hope that thirty years from now a much higher proportion of you will still be
attending our meetings.
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I have the impression that there was more individualism, indeed sheer competitiveness,
in the early days of the Society. 1922 was a key year; it was the one in which, so tragically,
Sanford Saltus both assumed the Presidency and died. When offered the Presidency he
decided to make his annual subscription $400 a year in future and the question arose
whether, for that year, he should be reminded that he had failed to pay his guinea. The
Andrew correspondence shows that in 1922 there was intense competition for the post
of Vice-President. Miss Farquhar was offered it, but refused it on grounds of sex.
Francis, Walters, Morrieson, Lawrence, and Ogden all considered themselves the
rightful choice; Freer (later President) and Sir William Wells were also in the field.
In fact Francis, Andrew's candidate, was chosen and assumed the Presidency on Saltus's
death.
On many of these personalities within the Society we have Andrew's comments, which,
since they are all good-humoured and help to bring to life those whose works we so
often consult, I will allow myself to quote. Thus, on Walters he remarks, at the time of
his death in 1932. 'Poor old Walters, I liked him muchly and never drew a blank when I
applied to him for Roman knowledge—yet, but for his personal hobby, 1 do not think
his life was very happy.' He comments in 1933 on Francis's last book: 'far his best and
will make his name, but he does require an Editor, as he writes far too quickly and some
of his slips are delightful for the Opposition.'
He leaves a particularly vivid picture of the Carlyon-Britton family: 'Britton is very
much more gentle than he used to be and Mrs. Britton is always cheerful and bright.
You know that they have much anxiety. There are only Ray and the daughter left. . . .
Ray shows no signs of matrimony, he is 39, much better looking and just the very politest
and most thoughtful host I have ever met. Bird lore, gardening, Chichester Museum's
advent (if possible) and of course numismatics fill up his time, but he is excavating a
Romano-British site on the Downs.' Again, in 1932, he says: 'Stayed with CarlyonBritton. He is always honest, so I was relieved to hear him say that in his opinion I had
at last, after 3 centuries of mystery, proved the site of the battle [of Brunanburgh], And
how it has interested me, if nobody else, for I like a jig-saw historical problem.'
Other past Presidents are mentioned. In the same year: 'it is sad that Freer has left us
and Morrieson cannot undertake another year's Presidency. Crowther-Beynon has consented to follow as President, so we carry on. He was here most of the week before last,
for he comes about once a year and we always call him the silent guest, for, like good
little boys, he rarely speaks except when spoken to, so 1 hope this will not apply to the
Presidency. Needless to say we both like him very sincerely.' To which I may add, since
Crowther-Beynon was the first President I met, it certainly did not.
Andrew's one comment on Taffs, his successor as Secretary after nearly thirty years,
is: 'Taffs has not yet answered my letter (although he treats me well in that weak spot
of his).' He had been chiding him on not reporting who in 1932 had received the Sanford
Saltus Medal and this gave him an opportunity to refer to Brooke. 'If only Brooke had
qualified the medal would have gone to the proper home, but now I am much afraid that
it will have gone wrong or at least cheaply.' And again: 'There are not quite sufficient
experts for its award every three years. Brooke ought to get it next time if he will kindly
qualify.'
As regards Miss Farquhar herself, to whom these comments were addressed, I will
make only one quotation. 'You say you wonder whether you will write any more for
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publication. Good gracious, why not? It is your duty to write, not only for others, but
also for yourself. You would feel the loss of interest if you gave up what has been so
valuable, and so successful, a work for more than a generation, and the remarkable fact
about your writing is that it never seems to have drawn controversy—or at least I should
say unpleasant controversy from anyone. You would be dissatisfied with yourself—like
Bess of Hardwick was when the great frost stopped her building. Please do not close
your pen. . . . The fact is, you and I are not old enough to be old and not young enough
to be young, so let us work whilst we may and be thankful that we are not amongst the
poor unemployed—for I do feel sorry for them.'' In fact Miss Farquhar continued to
write for another ten years.
It was about the time that this correspondence ended, with Andrew's death, that I
joined the Society. I rapidly found myself, in the absence of another Andrew, the third
Secretary in the Society's history. My period was rudely disturbed by the chaotic years
of the war, when it fell mainly to Whitton to hold the Society together. He had been
compelled to retire young from teaching on grounds of health but this blow gave him
the time to devote himself wholeheartedly to numismatics. I am sure that in time to
come his prolific correspondence will prove a source of information about the Society
and its prominent members during the war and in the key phase of reconstruction afterwards comparable to the Andrew correspondence I have quoted.
I am not going to say anything which will seem to limit my successor's freedom of
action. Nevertheless there are a few final thoughts I would like to leave with you.
Numismatics will always attract a limited band of enthusiasts; so long as it is scientifically pursued it is not likely to appeal to large numbers. Despite the intellectual controversies one should expect and welcome, we must proceed collaboratively. It should,
therefore, be the policy of the Society to work in conjunction with all groups and all
museums concerned with numismatics. I do not regard us as a London, but as a national,
Society, which happens to be located in the capital. I hope that in years to come the
university collections and the provincial numismatic societies will find it possible to
play a larger part in our work than has been achieved so far.
One way in which this can be achieved is by the technique of the Symposium. This is
the contemporary method in the sciences generally for creating the maximum mutual
confidence and for the sharing of knowledge between experts in different disciplines. In
numismatics, where philologists, historians, archaeologists, metallurgists, and economists all have an interest beside numismatists, this sharing is particularly desirable. It is
no longer necessary to make a case for the recognition of numismatics as a science in
this company, but there is certainly still scope for measures to ensure that the lone
scholar does not pursue blind alleys in ignorance of what others are doing.
We are only at the beginning of the electronics revolution and of the use of nuclear
science. The ability to analyse coins without cutting them is going to revolutionize
numerous fields of study. Metallurgical methods may well tell us more than we have
ever thought possible. Here is an aspect in which universities, with their access to laboratories and computers, should be able to play an increasing role in our work.
A change I would like to see in the future is that more should be written in the form of
books and less as articles. British numismatics has suffered from the lack of serious,
comprehensive studies in book form. The next thirty years ought to see that put right.
There are members here tonight who have the time ahead, and are perfectly competent,
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to fill the gaps in our literature both on coins and on the ambient evidence. We have
absolutely no reason to fear comparison over the quality of our work with our continental colleagues, but we make a poor showing indeed in the publication of standard
works of reference or comprehensive monographs.
Another area where we compare poorly with the Continent is in medals. Apart from
study, we in this country are not in the swing of modern medal making. It could be
a useful function of the Society to promote an interest not only in historical medals, but
also in the contemporary art. I would like to see a tradition that the Presidents of this
Society should each be recorded in a medallic portrait. I would welcome a subgroup of
medal makers or diesinkers in the Society.
I have thrown out some suggestions. However, when all is said and done, if you ask
me what I think the Society will look like in thirty years time, my answer would be that
in all essentials it would be indistinguishable from today. Numismatics attracts the same
types of people, and has done over the centuries and across the frontiers. Long may it
continue to do so. I would not wish the Society a happier or better membership than it
has today.
With this thought, I now declare myself functus officio.
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WE have obtained all the information and explanations which to the best of our knowledge and belief were necessary for the purpose of our audit. In our opinion
proper books of account have been kept by the Society so far as appears from our examination of those books. We have examined the above Balance Sheet and
annexed Expenditure and Income Account which are in agreement with the books of account and no credit has been taken for subscriptions in arrear. In our
opinion and to the best of our information and according to the explanations given to us, the Balance Sheet gives a true and fair view of the state of the Society's
affairs as at 31 October 1962, and the Expenditure and Income Account gives a true and fair view of the excess of expenditure over income for the year ended
on that date.
10SA Cannon Street, London, E.C. 4
18 November 1963

GILBERTS, HALLETT & EGLINGTON
Chartered Accountants
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