THE COINAGE OF E C G B E O R H T , K I N G O F W E S S E X , 802-39
By

C. E.

BLUNT

THE recent discovery in Gloucestershire of a new variety of the early
penny of Ecgbeorht, with a head of the king similar to that found on
the coins of Baldred of Kent, has prompted me to put down some
notes on the coinage of the Wessex king.
The new coin may be described as follows:
Obv. +AECCBEAFLH" R.EX Diademed head to right within inner circle.
Rev. +TIDBEAR.HT Eight small wedges placed near the edge of the
inner circle with the points turned inwards.
Wt. 19-9 gr.

Die |

(Pl. X X V I I , 1).

The following circumstances of the find have been most kindly supplied by Mrs. H. O'Neil through whose good offices the coin has now
passed to the British Museum:
Eight coins were found in the Slaughter Brook at Slaughter Bridge on the Fosse
Way in November 1957, during work by the Glos. County Council for the erection of
a new bridge. The brook here forms the Parish boundaries of Bourton on the Water
and Lower Slaughter, Glos.
Seven of the coins were George II halfpennies and one was an Anglo-Saxon penny.
The bed of the brook was composed of a layer of callus, a lime deposit, on average
four inches thick, lying on the oolitic gravel of the neighbourhood. The Georgian
coins were lying on the callus and had lost almost all their inscriptions, presumably
from the action of the water, while the Anglo-Saxon penny lay c. one and a half inches
deep in the lime callus and remained in good condition.
Although no remains of the construction of the Roman road were found, the crossing
of the brook in ancient times must have been by fording. Other finds recovered during
the recent work in the boggy ground beside the brook were an iron linch-pin, from the
axle of a Roman "chariot", and the iron sheath of a spade of the same period, while
under a hedge beside the road a human skull was brought to light.
It is interesting to recall that the site of the Saxon hut found in 1931 was within
100 yards of Slaughter Bridge.

Coins of this earliest type of Ecgbeorht, with the king's head
resembling that on Baldred's coins and of undoubted authenticity,
are of great rarity, and this is the first to be recorded by the moneyer
Tidbearht. On the following page is a list of the specimens that I have
noted of what is here described for convenience as Group 1.
No illustration is available of the last coin, but from the description
it appears to be of this early group.
On the new coin, by the moneyer Tidbearht (Pl. X X V I I , 1), the
spelling of the king's name—TEcgbearht—is to be noted as are certain
curious letters in it, notably the E's which are of a form not usually
found on the coins. C and G are, on this coin, indistinguishable.
The same curious spelling and the same form of E are found on the
second coin in the list (Pl. X X V I I , 2), but in this case C and G are
distinguished; the former is round, the latter square.
On the other coins of this group the king's name is spelt
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Obv. type

Rev. type

Moneyer

Wt.

Reference

H e a d r. d i a d .

Eight wedges

Tidbearht

19-9

Tribrach
moline
C r o s s crosslet

Werheard

20-7

Diormod

19-9

T h e coin referred to above
(PI. X X V I I , 1).
B . M . C . 1 6 f r o m the Sevington
h o a r d (PI. X X V I I , 2).
B . M . e x L o c k e t t 455; from
the
D o r s e t hoard (PI.
X X V I I , 3).
111. in t h e Dymoclc MS. in the
possession of Mr. J. D. A.
T h o m p s o n . Probably form e r l y in t h e Cotton collection.
H u n t e r collection, Glasgow.
B . M . A . 403. 111. Lindsay,

,,

3-

?

4-

5-

6.

,,

Sigestef
P l a i n cross

19-4
19-6

Coinage of the Heptarchy,

7-

"

Swefheard

"

Fragment

pi. 4. 89, and there stated
t o b e f r o m t h e Hampshire
(1837) find (PI. XXVII,4).
Carlyon-Britton
sale, lot
1634, f r o m the Delgany
hoard.

HECBEAKHT, ECCBEDRHT and - - CBCAKHT. T h e second of these forms

is also found on a single coin of Sigestef of the next group (No. 4
below), but otherwise the spelling becomes, for the time being, norm a l i z e d t o ECLBEAR.HT o r HECBEAR.HT.

This second group does not have the king's head on it, and replaces
it b y a variety of geometric ornaments and pellets. On the following
page is a list of the specimens that I have noted of Group 2.
It seems likely that the first group, with the Baldred-like bust,
represents Ecgbeorht's initial coinage after his defeat of Mercia in
825 and the annexation of Kent, a move that resulted in the expulsion
of Baldred. The mis-spelling of the king's name may reflect the difficulty facing the die engraver on the accession of a new ruler. There
is little doubt that this issue was made at Canterbury and that
Ecgbeorht, prior to his securing that mint, made no issues of coin.
Closely following, and perhaps overlapping, the first group come the
coins, struck mostly by the same moneyers, of what is here designated
Group 2.
What Brooke 1 regards as probably Ecgbeorht's earliest issue
(B.M.C. i), should, it is suggested, be placed after the first two groups
and is here termed Group 3. These coins have the king's bust, diademed, to the right and breaking the inner circle (as opposed to the
earlier coins which have the head contained within the inner circle).
The king's name is spelt consistently ECGBEARHT and the few exceptions
seem to be the result of carelessness. On the reverse is a monogram
of DOR.OB C for Dorobernia Civitas (PI. X X V I I , 14. The specimen
illustrated is from Westminster School, probably ex the Delgany
hoard). These are the most plentiful coins of Ecgbeorht. Of the 92
coins of the reign found in the Middle Temple hoard, 69 were of this
type and 8 more were found at Dorking.
The same reverse type is found on coins of Archbishop Wulfred
1

English Coins, p. 41.
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Obv. type
Plain cross

Rev. type
Cross crosslet

Moneyer

19-2;

Sigestef

21-3

Wulgar
Plain cross

Wt.

Diormod

Oba

Six limbs issuing from
a
central
pellet

ig-6;
ig-8

19-4
19-9
16-3;
21-7 ;
19-8

Reference
B.M.C. 17; B.M.A. 392-3
(two last from the Middle
Temple hoard).
B.M.A. 404, from the Middle
Temple hoard.
Grantley 972; Copenhagen ex

Montagu 465 (PI. X X V I I ,

5).

B.M.A. 399 from the Middle
Temple hoard (PI. XXVII,
6).
B.M.A. 400, from the Middle
Temple hoard; Fitzwilliam
ex Rashleigh 200, from
the Trewhiddle
hoard
(PI. X X V I I , 7 ) ;

ex Dorset hoard.

Six limbs issuing from
a
central
pellet
Plain cross

Five limbs issuing from
a
central
pellet
Five limbs

Werheard

Swefheard

Fragment

Plain
cross
over saltire;
in
centre
in
pellet
circle

Plain cross

Werheard

20-9;
18-9

Pellet

802-jg

Lockett

B.M.A. 411 (PI. X X V I I , 8).

Found in Kent.

Blunt ex Grantley 973 (PI.
XXVII, 9), probably found
at Southampton.1
B.M.A. 410, from the Middle
Temple hoard; Copenhagen ex Montagu 466
( P I . X X V I I , 10).

Tribrach,
arms
fourch^e
Cross of four
wedges,
pellet in
centre
Three wedges
issuing from
a pellet

Swefheard

17-2

Tidbearht

B.M.C. 18 (PI. X X V I I , 11).

B.M.A. 405 from the Middle
Temple hoard (PI. XXVII,
12).
19-9
(chipped)

B.M.A. 406 from the Middle
Temple hoard (PI. XXVII,
13).

that must surely be his latest, as it is continued by Ceolnoth on a few
of his earliest issue. Wulfred died in 832 and Ceolnoth became archbishop in 833. The following eleven moneyers are known of this type
for Ecgbeorht:
Biornmod
Bosel (Biosel)
Dealla
Deibus
Diormod
Duding

Oba
Osmund
Swefheard
Tidbearht
Tilwine

Specimens by all the above moneyers are in the British Museum.
Four of them, Diormod, Oba, Swefheard, and Tidbearht, had struck
earlier types for Ecgbeorht; of the remainder, two, Biornmod and
Osmund, continued into the reign of ZEthelwulf, but it is curious, and
may be significant, that there is no link with the coins of what is here
called Ecgbeorht's fourth group. From the number of moneyers, the
issue of Group 3 must have been substantial and may have extended
over a number of years. A tentative dating of c. 830-c. 835 would
seem appropriate.
1

/ . B . A . A . vol. xvii, p. 231.
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On Ecgbeorht's fourth group the West Saxon form of the name,
ECSBEORHT (with round G), is adopted and this form, as Brooke
suggests, may be taken as an indication that the engravers at Canterbury were increasingly under the supervision of men from Wessex.
The moneyers of this last group are Beagmund and Dunun (who
continued to strike for .Ethelwulf), and Cobba and Ethelmod. The
coins of Beagmund and Cobba are not found with the king's head or
bust; those of Dunun always have one or the other, usually the head,
contained in the inner circle; of Ethelmod's three coins, two have
the king's head, the third a cross potent as obverse type. The following is a list of the specimens I have noted of Group 4:
Obv. type
I.

Plain cross

Head to r.

Cross, a pellet
in each
quarter
Cross potent

2.
3-6.

78.

,,

,,

9-

10-15.

Rev. type

Bust to r.

Cross potent

Moneyer
Dunun

,,

Ethelmod
Cross, a wedge
in each angle
Four crescents, Dunun
turned
outwards;
pellet in
centre
Cross potent
Beagmund

Wt.

Reference

19-9

B.M.A. 396, from the Middle
Temple hoard.
Fitzwilliam, ex Montagu 464
(PI. XXVII, 15).

20-7
18-2
(chipped);
21-6
(pierced);
20;
21-7
19
20-0
21-0

20-6;
20-5;
19-4:
19-9;
— ;

—

16.
1718.

19-

20.

21.

Cross potent
small square
in each angle
Cross potent

,,

—

Three limbs of
a cross
potent, the
fourth replaced by a
pellet
Cross potent

Cross patee
on cross
saltire with
lozenge in
centre
Cross with
Cross, a pellet
four inin each
quarter
turned crescents at
ends of arms
Plain cross

Ethelmod

19-8

Beagmund

19-6

Cobba

,,

B.M.A. 394; 395; Rashleigh
203, from the Trewhiddle
hoard (PI. XXVII, 16);
Lockett, from the Dorset
hoard.
Drabble 366.
B.M.C. 15 from the Dorking
hoard (PI. XXVII, 17).
B.M.C. 14 (PI. XXVII, 18).

B.M.A. 387-90 from the
Middle Temple hoard; a
fifth specimen (broken)
from the same hoard was
not retained by the B.M.;
Vatican, found in the excavations at St. Peter's,
c. 1950.
Ryan (PI. XXVII, 19) = ?
Montagu 467.
B.M.C. 19 from the Dorking
hoard.
B.M. ex Lockett 456 ex Dorset hoard (PI. XXVII, 20).

19-8

B.M.A. 391. Found near
Godalming, c. 1856 (PI.
XXVII, 21).

(chipped)

B.M., found at Pevensey
1946 (PI. XXVII, 22).

17-4
(badly
chipped)

Drabble 341.
vol. ii, p. 5.

111. B.M.C.
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The obverse type of the coin of Beagmund (No. 19, P L . X X V I I , 2 1 ) ,
has had various interpretations. When it was first published by
Whitbourn in 1863 he regarded it as the monogram of MEO for
Merciorum.1 Grueber in the Montagu sale catalogue (lot 468) read
it as "M.M. ? (Merciorum)". Brooke read it as a "monogram of A
and A inverted ? ", 2 and later, regarding the monogram as indicating
Andreas Apostolus, tentatively attributed the coin to Rochester. 3
This latter attribution is hardly tenable. Beagmund is a wellestablished moneyer at a mint that seems likely to be Canterbury
whereas none of the coins of Rochester (which are discussed below)
bears the name of any moneyer. In a one-moneyer mint this would
not be abnormal and in fact had already occurred at Rochester under
Ceolwulf I. 4 Whitbourn's and Grueber's interpretation is no less
unsatisfactory. The only coins of Ecgbeorht that bear the Mercian
title are to be associated with the mint at London, which this coin
dearly is not. On the whole it seems better to regard the type as no
more than another variant of the geometric designs found on coins
of this period and notably on early coins of TEthelwulf by this very
moneyer.
The second coin of Cobba (No. 21) has been attributed to both Ecgbeorht of Wessex and to the king of the same name who ruled in Kent
and who had a moneyer of the name of Babba. The discovery of the
specimen from Pevensey (No. 20), on which for the first time the
moneyer's name could be read in full, puts the attribution beyond
further dispute.
This fourth group, which is linked with early issues of ^Ethelwulf,
may be provisionally dated c. 835-9.
Mention has been made of the fact that there is no moneyer-link
between Groups 3 and 4. When to this is added the fact that two
moneyers of Group 3 continue striking under TEthelwulf one is entitled
to ask whether Group 4 is rightly placed at Canterbury or should
rather be regarded as the product of some other mint. Its place, in
point of time, is established as being at the end of Ecgbeorht's reign
through the close link with early issues of TEthelwulf by the moneyers
Beagmund and Dun. A final decision on the place of mintage must
be left open but, of the likely alternatives to Canterbury, London
may be ruled out on the grounds that the mint there is unlikely to
have been available to Ecgbeorht in the latter part of his reign (see
below) and that the known coins of London have the Mercian title and
were from engraved dies. Rochester appears to have been a onemoneyer mint and the coins of Group 4 have none of the characteristics
of those that may be attributed to Winchester. Three of Ecgbeorht's
known mints seem therefore to be excluded and one is left with the
alternatives of Canterbury or some new and hitherto unidentified mint.
Some light on this is thrown by consideration of the coins that
Beagmund and Dun struck for TEthelwulf. One of the early types of
Num. Chron. 1863, p. 46.
3 English Coins, pp. 42 and 51.
1

2
4

Num. Chron. 1924, p. 245.
Brit. Num. Journ. 1956, p. 406.
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his reign, struck by Beagmund, is B.M.C. type I X a. This is also
struck by Wilheah (B.M.C. 39) who may be assumed to have joined
the other two moneyers, perhaps in succession to Cobba or Ethelmod.
Wilheah also struck type X V I I I with another moneyer named Brid.
In type X X I Welheard is associated with Beagmund and in type
X X I I I Beagmund, Welheard, and Brid are found striking with yet
another moneyer named Ethel ere. It seems clear therefore that this
group of moneyers was associated.
On coins of type I, which bear the mint-name of Canterbury, the
names of Brid, Ethelere, Welheard, and Wilheah are all found. There
would seem therefore reasonable grounds for associating Beagmund
and Dun with that mint in spite of the lack of continuity shown with
other issues of Ecgbeorht which were undoubtedly struck there.
The following table sets out Ecgbeorht's Canterbury moneyers.
Although in Groups 1 and 2 the coins do not bear the mint name, the
attribution can be regarded as reasonably certain. With the exception of Wulgar all the moneyers of these two groups struck also
for the Kentish king Baldred whose mint must have been at Canterbury ; all the coins of Group 3 have, of course, the Canterbury mint
name.
Kent

Ecgbeorht

Ccenwulf
796-821

Ceolwulf I
821-3

Baldred
expelled
825

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Mthelc. 830-5 c- 835-9 wulf
c. 825-30

X
X
X
X
X

X

X
X
X
X
X

Mercia

Moneyer
Sigestef
Werheard
Diormod
Swefheard .
Tidbearht
Wulgar
Oba .
Bosel (Biosel)
Dealla .
Deibus
Duding
Tilwine
Biornmod
Osmund
Cobba .
Ethelmod2 .
Beagmund .
Dunun2

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

X1
X

Dun

Found on late coins of iEthelwulf only. Probably another moneyer of the same name.
A moneyer of this name struck for Ccenwulf, Ceolwulf I, and Baldred, but is probably not the
same person. Ethelmod's earliest coins of Ccenwulf were issued about 800.
1

2

There remain for consideration three groups of coins which have
been associated with mints at London, Rochester, and Winchester
respectively.
LONDON

On the coins that may be attributed to London the king is styled
ECGBEKHT REXT. The spelling of the king's name and the use of the
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Mercian title differentiate these from the remainder of Ecgbeorht's
issues. The dies are engraved. The four known specimens all have a
cross potent as obverse type. On the reverse of a unique and vital
coin in the British Museum from the Middle Temple hoard (B.M.A.
323 weighing 21-6 gr.) the mint name is boldly displayed in three lines
across the entire field ( P I . X X V I I , 2 3 ) . The other type has the
name of the moneyer on the reverse followed by MONE or MONET.
In each case the legend is completed in the centre of the coin, in the
first by two letters TA, in the second by the single letter A. Three
specimens are known:
B.M.A. 402 from the Middle Temple hoard, wt. 207 gr.
Fitzwilliam, Cambridge. Wt. 19-2 gr. (Pl. X X V I I , 24).
Lockett ex Grantley 974, found at Rochester. Fragment.

The moneyer consistently spells his name KEDfVDF. He also signs
coins of the Mercian king Wiglaf (828-9 deposed; restored 830-9)
but in this case his coins read R.EDTVDh.
It seems likely that the coin with the mint name so prominently
(and for this period unusually) displayed may have been struck to
mark Ecgbeorht's conquest of Mercia in 829. The spelling of the
king's name, the use of the Mercian title, and the link with the coins
of Wiglaf are sufficient to justify a London attribution to the second
type. The mint appears to have been recovered by Wiglaf on his
restoration in 830 and these small London issues in the name of
Ecgbeorht can therefore be dated 829-30.
ROCHESTER

The coins attributed to Rochester, of which only five appear to have
survived, have no moneyer's name but read instead Scs Andreas or
Scs Andreas Apostolus, the final letters of the last word being in the
centre of the coin as was the case at London. This clearly suggests
that they emanated from a one-moneyer mint and the attribution to
Rochester is based on the fact that the cathedral there was dedicated
to St. Andrew.
The attribution is strongly supported by recognition of the fact
that there was a mint at Rochester under Ceolwulf I, the coins of
which bore the Ancient British name of the city Dorobrebia. 1 Apart
from these two very limited issues, however, no further ecclesiastical
issues of Rochester are identifiable, but it is to be noted that the
bishop is one of those mentioned in the laws of King Athelstan issued
at Grateley a century later as being entitled to a moneyer, a privilege
not then accorded to the Bishop of London. It is not unlikely therefor that the right continued to be exercised in the intervening period.
The coins of Rochester have the Wessex form of the king's name,
ECGBEORHT, and on all the bust of the king breaks the inner circle. The
following are the specimens known:
1

Brit. Num. Joum.

1956, p. 406.
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Rev. type

1. T h e l e t t e r s

*TOLV*

2-3. Alpha and omega combined
4-5. Cross, two arms moline

Wt. (gr.)

Reference

19-3

B.M.A. 324 from the Middle Temple hoard

20-0;
I9i
18-4;

B.M.C. 12 (PI. X X V I I , 26); Lockett 457 ex
B.M. duplicates and the Middle Temple hoard
B.M.A. 325 from the Middle Temple hoard
(PI. X X V I I , 27); B.M.C. 13 (a fragment)

(PI. X X V I I , 25)

WINCHESTER

The group of coins attributed to Winchester stands in isolation in
some respects. On all the Saxon title is displayed in the obverse field;
none of the six moneyers who issued it:
Beornheard
Bosa
Eanwald

Ifa
Tideman
Tilred

is found striking any other type for Ecgbeorht; the dies appear to be
engraved as opposed to the punch-made dies of Canterbury. The
king's name is always in the West Saxon form. The title is usually
expressed in a cipher comprising the letters S A X O N ( P I . X X V I I , 2 8 )
but more rarely in three lines in f u l l — S A X O N I O R - V M ( P L X X V I I , 2 9 ) .
There has been some hesitation in accepting Brooke's attribution
of this group of coins to Winchester because of the evidence of coins
with similar features struck b y iEthelwulf. These latter were struck
b y six moneyers, Diar, Eanwald, Herebeald, Manna, Osmund, and
Torhtwald and, of these, Diar, Herebeald, and Osmund also issued
coins bearing the mint name of Canterbury. Brooke sought to account
for this by suggesting that the moneyers were at some point transferred from Winchester to Canterbury, 1 but this is not entirely satisfactory and it is, moreover, not borne out by an examination of the
coins themselves.
Of the coins of iEthelwulf, the single one b y the moneyer Eanwald2
stands apart from the rest both from the fact that it retains the Saxon
title on the obverse, whereas all the others of iEthelwulfs reign
transfer it to the reverse, and from the fact that the dies appear to
be engraved. Eanwald was the only moneyer of Ecgbeorht's of this
type to strike for both kings and there can be little doubt that all
his output came from the same mint. The dies of the other moneyers,
three of whom clearly worked at Canterbury, are entirely different in
quality besides transferring the Saxon title to the reverse. There
can be little doubt that the dies are punch-struck and on what may
be the latest of the series, namely those that substitute Occidentalium
for the moneyer's name, the workmanship closely resembles some of
the finer products of the Canterbury mint. There can hardly be any
doubt that they were in fact the product of that mint.
The Ecgbeorht coins, with which one may couple the Eanwald
coin of ^Ethelwulf, form a group that stands in isolation and clearly
1
2

English Coins, p. 43.
Illustrated in Brooke, English

Coins, pi. xii. 10.
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have not to do with Canterbury. There seems no valid reason to
question Brooke's attribution of these coins to the mint of Winchester.
The fact that the type continued with TEthelwulf's reign suggests
that it was started late in that of Ecgbeorht and there seem no
grounds for postulating a mint in Wessex before he secured Canterbury in 825. The mint must have closed fairly early in iEthelwulf s
reign as the hoard evidence, reviewed below, shows. It may be that
the action fought at Southampton by Earldorman Wulfheard in 840,
although a victory for the men of Wessex, caUed attention to the
vulnerability of Winchester; it may, on the other hand, have been
dictated by economic causes.
HOARD

EVIDENCE

Coins of Ecgbeorht have been found in the following hoards:

Hoard

Total
of Group Group Group Group Lon- Ro- Win2
1
don chester chester
hoard
3
4

Delgany
i°3
Dorset.
9
Middle T e m p l e
241
Croydon
7
Sevington
70
Penard
3
Dorking
c. 700
Hampshire .
46
Trewhiddle . c. 114
2
Bongate
90+
Lindores2
1
2

X
X

2
1

8

69

2
6

Latest
coin

Approx.
date of
deposit

Ecgbeorht

835

,,

jEthelwulf

2

jl

1

1

8

2

1

1

Lothaire
iEthilberht
jEthilred I
Alfred
?

838
842
858
850

a f t e r 850

j

865
870
875
?

?

Details of other coins of Ecgbeorht (if any) lacking.
No details, but said to contain coins of Ecgbeorht.

It will be seen that there are only two hoards that are likely to have
been deposited in Ecgbeorht's reign. The Delgany hoard, which is a
substantial one, contained no coins of Group 4 which supports the
placing of that group at the end of the reign; the Dorset hoard is too
small for reliable deductions to be made from it. The Middle Temple
hoard,1 which is the greatest single source of coins of this reign, might
have been expected to contain specimens of Group 1, but did not
do so. It is none the less significant. In it were 28 coins of ^Ethelwulf
of the following types:
Bust r.; rev.
,,
Head r. ,,
Bust or head
Bust r.; rev.
,,
,,

Alpha and omega. Beagmund .
.
.
.
.
.
Cross, pellet in each angle. Beagmund
.
.
.
.
, , , , „ , ,
,,
.
.
.
.
r.; rev. Cross. Beagmund and Dun
.
.
.
.
.
straight line, the ends moline. Beagmund .
.
.
.
straight line, the ends moline between two crescents, horns
turned outwards. Beagmund .
.
.
.
.
.
,, straight lines, the ends pate between two crescents, horns
outwards; opposite each end of straight line a pellet.
Beagmund .
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
"Winchester types":
"Saxoniorum" " Occidentalium"
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
„
Manna and Osmund
.
.
.
.
•
•
•
1 Published without find-spot in Num. Chron. 1894, pp. 29-76.
B 7054

H h

1
2
1
13
2
2
1
4
2
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The hoard was clearly deposited early in iEthelwulf's reign, say
c. 842, and the close parallels between the coins of Beagmund and
Dun to the latest issues of Ecgbeorht supports the arrangement proposed here. The presence of the Winchester-type coins shows them
to have been an early issue of iEthelwulfs, and the fact that the
Occidentalium coins, which are today far rarer than those with the
name Of a moneyer, exceeded the latter in number in this hoard, may
perhaps suggest that the Occidentalium coins were the earlier and
that the others had only recently come into issue. In the Dorking
hoard, which was a later deposit, there were 6 coins reading Occidentalium against 28 with the name of a moneyer.
A frequency table of the weights (in grains) of 126 coins of Ecgbeorht (omitting damaged pieces) gives the following result:
Under
Groups 1 and 2 .
Group 3
Group 4
Rochester .
London
Winchester

3
1r
1
4

19

19-19-9
10
14
7
2
r
4

20-20-9
4
20
5
1
r
r

21-21-9

22 and over

2
17
3
1
1

12

1

A slight improvement in weight is suggested in Group 3 but this
does not appear to have been maintained in the later issues. Indeed
there are indications that towards the end of Ecgbeorht's reign the
issue of currency may have been on a somewhat restricted scale.
That a hoard so rich in coins of Ecgbeorht as that found in the Middle
Temple should contain so few of Group 4 suggests that this is the case
and the fact that probably not more than four of Ecgbeorht's moneyers
carried on into TEthelwulf's reign points either in the same direction
or to there having been a similar shortage early in the reign of the
latter king. The reference in the Chronicle to two separate battles in
Kent in 841 and to great slaughter at Rochester in the following year
clearly shows the disturbed state of the southern part of the country
which can hardly have been without impact on trade.
It only remains to express my appreciation of Mrs. H. O'Neil's kindness in supplying particulars of the new coin, to Mr. R. H. M. Dolley
for allowing me to publish it here and for help in the preparation of
this paper, to the Keepers of Coins at the British Museum, the
Copenhagen Museum, and the Fitzwilliam Museum for having kindly
supplied casts and allowed their coins to be illustrated here, and to
Mr. B. H. I. H. Stewart for having read this paper through in manuscript and made valuable suggestions for its improvement.
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