THE SEQUENCE OF MINT-MARKS PRECEDING, DURING,
AND SUCCEEDING THE RESTORATION OF
HENRY VI.
By RAYMOND C. CARLYON-BRITTON.

WILL begin my remarks by referring to two groats of
Edward IV, of his first regnal period, which are in my
collection. Their main features to be noticed for our
present purpose are : A. Obverse :-Mint-mark crown, quatrefoil either side of neck,
quatrefoil on breast cusp.
Reverse :-Mint-mark rose, reads
[Plate No . .I.]

axVIT1rS

I.tormoo (sic).

B. Obverse :-Mint-mark cross No. I (i.e. long-tailed cross
fitchee, see subsequent remarks), trefoil either
side of neck.
Reverse :-Mint-mark ro~e, aIVIT1tS I.tormoo (sic), from
same die as reverse of A. [Plate, No. ~.]
The first coin, A, although having different mint-marks on
obverse and reverse, is not a mule, the combination of crown and
rose and a quatrefoil on the breast being the mint-mark of
the issue. Similarly in coin B, the use of two mint-marks is
not due to muling, but represents another ·distinct issue. The
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groat B, however, happens to be actually a mule, the same reverse
die having been used as in the striking of groat A. The blundering
of the mint-name on this reverse die therefore presents us with an
obvious and valuable clue, and we get the sequence of mintmarks : 1.

Obverse :-Crown, quatrefoil on breast.
Reverse :-Rose.

.
2. Obverse :-Cross No.
Reverse :-Rose.

I

(long-cross fitchee).

Before continuing the sequence of mint-marks, however, I think
it best to refer here to the five forms of the cross mint-mark which
are found in use during the period under discussion~ They are
figured below : -

Actual h eight in mm. ...

4

No.

3
I.

3

NO.2 . NO·3·

3

NO·4·

3

. NO·5·

FORMS OF THE CROSS MINT-MARK.

Cross No. I is the long-cross fitchee occurrmg on the groat
NO.2 referred to above. It is 4 mm. long, as compared
with the 3 mm. of the four succeeding forms of cross, and
pierces the inner circle. Mr. F. A. Walters, F.S.A., in
Numismatic Chronicle, 4th series, vol. ix, p. I79, states
that this form of the cross fitchee is pierced. I have not
shown it pierced in the figure, as I have not myself seen an
example showing the piercing. [Plate, No. 2.J
Cross No.2, or the short-cross fitchee. It is much neater and
smaller than cross No. I, and is well confined within the
inner circles.

Succeeding the Restoration oj Henry VI .
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Cross NO .3, or cross fitchee pierced with tail cut off. This
cross occurs on some very rare coins of Edward IV immediately preceding the restoration of Henry VI, and on the
reverse only of a few restoration groats of Henry VI (probably
Edward IV dies used for the sake of economy). It has been
confused with cross NO.5, or the" Restoration cross." It
is really quite different when well-struck representations of
each are compared, but in poorly struck examples is not
always easy to identify with certainty. In cross NO.3 the
lower limb tapers inwards slightly and has a square-cut
base; whereas, in cross NO.5, or the" Restoration cross,"
the lower arm expands outwards, and all the limb ends are
indented and more or less floriated. [Plate, No. 5.J
Cross NO.4, or Maltese cross. This cross is very wide compared
with the other forms enumerated and patee. It is only
found on some of the restoration coins of Henry VI.
[Plate, No. g.J
Cross NO.5, or the" Restoration cross." See remarks above in
dealing with cross NO.3. It is found on coins of Henry VI's
restoration period and on a few of the earliest of
Edward IV's second regnal-period coins. [Plate, No. ro.J
A variation of this cross occurs; it is a very rough-looking
production, with the upright very thin. I have not figured
it or specially noted it in the series, but possibly it should
be included.

To return to the sequence of mint-marks, the next
combination of two marks, namely : Obverse :-Cross No.
Reverse :-Sun.

IS

also a

I.

This is followed by yet another combination mint-mark :Obverse :-Cross NO.2 .
Reverse :-Sun.
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Mr. L. A. Lawrence, in British Numismatic Journal, vol. Vlll,
p. ISS, tells us that he only knows of one coin, presumably a groat,
bearing the cross-fitchee mint-mark on both sides. This is in the
Fox cabinet. I have not seen the coin, but think it may be
the same as my . coin with cross No. 3 mint-mark both sides.
[Plate, No. 4.J
If, however, the mint-mark is either cross
Nos. I or 2, its place could no doubt be determined by careful
examina tion of detail.
The B-like R's were first used with the introduction of the cross
No. I mint-mark by Edward IV: they continued in use until and
during the restoration, and for some little while after Edwarc1's
return to the throne.
The cross NO.3 mint-mark occurs, on true coins as distinguished
from mules, so far as I know, only upon my groat [Plate, No. 4J,
where it is found on either side, and upon a hitherto unpublished
angel in my father's collection [Plate, No. sJ, where it is found on the
obverse only. The coin in the Fox cabinet referred to above may be
another example. The angel found at Park Street, St. Albans-d.
British Numismatic Journal, vol. viii, p. ISS-Mr. Lawrence tells us,
has the cross No. S, or " Restoration cross" mint-mark, but it may
be similar to my father's, i.e. cross NO.3. No doubt a few more
specimens will be forthcoming upon careful examination of these
cross-marked coins. This ·, mint-mark was evidently that in use
immediately preceding Henry's restoration, and judging by its
scarcity had only been introduced but a short time before that event.
It was this angel that served as pattern for those minted by Henry VI,
which in type exactly resemble it.

RESTORATION OF HENRY

VI.

The following series of six angels in my fath er's collection, which
are all connected by muling of dies, cover the series of mint-marks
during this period. The essential points can be tabulated as
follows.

Succeeding the Restoration oj Henry VI.
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Mint-mark.
Reverse.

Obverse.
I.

None.

Lysat end of legend

[Plate, No. 6.J
Same reverse die as

2.

None.

Lys at end of legend

2 ..

[Plate, No. 7.J
Same obverse die as 3.
Same reverse die as r.

3. None.

None

[Plate, No. 8.J
Same obverse die as

2.

4. None.

Cross NO.4

[Plate, No. 9.J
Same reverse die as 5.

5. None.

Cross No.5

[Plate, No. ro.J
Same obverse die as 6.
Same reverse die as 4.

6. None.

Cross NO.5

[Plate, No. rr.J
Same obverse die as 5.

The angels Nos. rand 2 with mint-mark lys have been attributed
to York, but the muling with NO.3 having no mint-mark either side,
together with the existence of the London groats with mint-mark
lys on the reverse, seems to dispose of this attribution. Should any
gold coins of York be found, I venture to think they will have 6
in the waves. The quantity coined must have been small, so their
absence is not altogether remarkable. The same remarks apply to
Edward IV post-res'toration gold coins of York, of which none have
so far been discovered. The amount coined was rather less than
half that coined -et Bristol, of which mint, I believe, only two angels.
are known.
K
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EDWARD IV-SECOND REGNAL PERIOD.

The cross NO.5 seems to have been the last mint-mark in use
at London under Henry VI. The following early mules occur among
the groats immediately after Edward's return to power:Mint-mark.
r-----------~~----------,

Obverse.

Cross NO.5
Cross NO.5
Large annulet
Large annulet
Small annulet

R everse.

Trefoil.
Small annulet.
Cross NO.5. [Plate, No. 12.J
Trefoil. [Plate, No. 13.J
Trefoil.

I have not seen an example with the same mint-mark on both
sides of the three mint-marks, cross NO.5, large annulet or trefoil.
The coins on which these marks occur are all very scarce. So far
as we know from the accident of discovery, the trefoil as a mint-mark
during the restoration of Henry VI was only used at Bristol, and then
never on both sides of the same coin, although it does occur in
conjunction with the slipped trefoil, which, however, is presumably
quite a distinct mint-mark.
These groats do not appear to me to be issues bearing combination mint-marks, but to be purely the result of indiscriminate
muling of dies. Tentatively, I would suggest the order should be
cross NO.5, trefoil, large annulet (if these last two can be called
substantive marks). Then, of course, follow small annulet, annulet
enclosing pellet, etc. There seems no reason why a cross No. 5
marked angel of Edward IV should not exist, except possibly the
fact that no silver coin with this mint-mark on both sides has yet been
noticed. My father formerly had two angels with a cross mint-mark
at the beginning of the obverse legend; whether this cross was of
NO.3 or NO.5 form neither he nor I know.
In the above, no attempt has been made to go into any detail
as to stops, etc., which would appear to sub-divide the issues still
further, possibly into distinguishable quarterly issues for pyx trial

Succeeding the Restoration of Henry VI.
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purposes; neither have I attempted here to deal with the sequence
of the mint-marks at the provincial mints.
For the convenience of readers who may possibly wish to refer
again to what has been previously written concerning the points
touched upon above, Mr. F. A. Walters's monograph on the coins
of the period is contained in Numismatic Chronicle, iv S., vols. ix,
x and xiv, and the contributions of Mr. L. A. Lawrence appear in
Numismatic Chronicle, iii S, vol. xi; British Numismatic Journal,
vol. i and vol. viii.
The order of the mint-marks indicated above
below:Edward IV (Ist regnal period).

IS

summarized

Mint-mark.
Reverse.

Obverse.
I.

2.
3.

45.

6.
7.
8.
9.

IO.
{II.)

(I2.)
I3.

Crown, quatrefoil on breast. .
Cross No. I
Cross No. I
Cross NO.2
Cross NO·3

None
None
None
None

Rose.
Rose (B-like R's first introduced).
Sun.
Sun.
Cross NO.3.

Henry VI (R estoration).
Lys at end of legend.
None.
Cross NO.4.
Cross NO.5.

Edward IV (2nd regnal period).
Trefoil.
Cross NO.5
.. { Large annulet.
Trefoil (only fo\md on reverse
dies) .
. . J Cross NO·5
Large Annulet
l Trefoil.
Annulet.
Annulet
K 2
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KEY TO PLATE.

Mint-mark.

-- .

Obverse.

r. Edwarq IV pre-restoration groat Crown
Cross No. I ..
z.
"
"
Cross No. I ..
3·
"
"
Cross NO.3 ..
4"
"
5· Edward IV pre-restoration angel Cross NO.3 ..
6. Henry VI restoration angel None
None
7·
"
"
None
8.
"
"
None
9·
"
"
10.
None
"
"
None
II.
"
"
IZ. Edward IV post-restoration groat Large annulet
Large annulet
13·
"
"

Reverse.

Rose.
Rose.
Sun.
Cross NO.3.
None.
Lys.
Lys.
None.
. Cross NO.4.
Cross NO.4.
Cross NO.5.
Cross NO.5.
Trefoil.

R.C-B .
R.C-B.
R.C-B.
R.C-B.
P.C-B.
P .C-B.
P.C-B.
P.C-B.
P.C-B.
P.C-B.
P.C-B.
R.C-B.
R.C-B.
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MONOCHROME REPRODUCTION, SLIGHTLY REDUCED, OF A COLOURED DRAWING I N THE HARLElAN PSALTER , NO .
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