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P ap er.
CURIOUS ERRORS ON OUR MONEY DURING THE L AST FOUR
CENTURIES.

This was the title of a very interesting paper read by Mr. Grant
R. Francis, whilst Major W.). Freer presid ed in the vacated Chair .
It was, said Mr. Francis, a surprising fact that in comparativ ely
modern times a great national institution su ch as the Royal Mint
sh ould hav e been responsible for the numerous errors of sp elling,
arrangement, and omission, that were exhibite d in the room that
evening, or described in his paper.
The following is a chronological list of the principal variants :Edward VI.-Certain issues in both gold and silver, on which,
due possibly to a misunderstanding of the original instructions,
the usual obvers e and revers e inscriptions were transposed. Shilling
r eading EDV A R D.1 Sixpence wit h collar of the Garter omitt ed
from the King's neck.
Half-groats, CAS TO R 1 and CA NTO N1
for Cantor = Cant erbury. P ennies and halfpennies, SPIPA and
SPIPI for spina.
Philip and Mary.-Shillings, POSVIMS, ADIVTORIVM; and
even the numerals of value som etimes omitted. P enny, SPINE.
Elizab eth.-Shilling with ELI ZB. Milled sixpence, E L I ZA BT H .
P enny, SPI NE. Mr. Francis called atten t ion t o t he curious repetition
of error in this word of th e motto R osa sine spina, wh ich Milton
later render ed" Without Thorn the Rose."
l ames I.-Sixpences, mint-m ark lys; arms wron gly marshalled;
sixpence of 1621, SEP RAT .1 H alf-groat, VN ATA; and bot h halfgroat s and p ennies struck from two rev erse dies.
Charles I.-Crowns, A VSP IGE; on an Exeter crown CH RSTO
for Christo. Half-crowns, CA RO L LVS at Oxford ; an d HIR
instead of H ib for H ibernia at Ches te r. Shillings, CH ISO, CH IS TO,
CH R ISO ,l CH R ITO, and CH RSTO for
Christo ; REGNOO ;
and EP for et; at Oxford I044 for I 644 ; and at Shrewsbury
1
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EX VGAT .1

Sixpences, by Briot, CH ISTO ,! with reverse of the
gold half-unite ; date 1266 but repunched 1626. Threepence of
York, AV SPCE .1 H alf-gr oat, H in thronuni horizontal. Richmond
farthing, CARA. 1
The ' .Comm onwealt h .- Th e only varian ts known to the
Lecturer were those exhibited by .Mr. Wheeler that evening,
n amely: Shillings, COMM ONWEAT H, COMMO NW EAL H, and
COMONW EALT H. F arthing, E NGL A NDS FA'R D IN.
Charles Il .·-Crowns, without · stops; QV R RT O,!,2 E GNI 2 on
the edge ; or dated 1671 with V IC ES I MO QVARTO as the regnal
year on the edge . Half-crown," MRG for mag. Shillin g' with the
arms of Scotland and Ireland ' transposed . Threepence' of 1676
with obverse from the die for the fourp ence: Halfpenny, CRAOLVS.1,2
Farthing, CAR OL A,2 BRITTIN IA/ or BRITINN"I A.2
James Il .-Mr. Francis had noticed onl y DEI GRAT A on an
Irish shilling, cc gun-money" series.'.
William and Mar y, William IlL-Crown of 1696, GEl GRA . 1, 2
Half-crowns, 1690 GRETI N ; 1693 the 3 inverted, also corrected.
Shillings, GVLE LMVS2 ; 1697 DEI GRI,!
Sixpences of both York
and Chester' wit h the arms mispl aced. Fourpence dated 1702
although · the "old-s tyle " was still in vogue wh en William died.
P enny, GVIELMVS.1
H alfpennies, GVLIELMS,2 GVI LELMVS,2
GVLI E MVS .': 2 TER TVS ;2 TERTEVS;2 TERTVS 2 of 1696 and
1699 ; the lover the V in T ertiust" and V and A interchanged or
inverted." Farthings, GVLI ELMS ;2 GVLILE MVS ;2 GVLIL MVS;2
GVLIEE MVS ;2 R corrected to E in both Gulielmus2 and T ertius",
BRITAN NI A.2

Anne.-Neit her Mr. Francis nor the exhibit ors had discovered
any errors of her reign .
George L-Half-crown, 1717, TIRTI0 2 on the edge. Shilling,
1723, with the arms misplaced .
George n.-Halfpenny, 1730, GEOGI VS .l , 2
1
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George H L-Halfpennies, 1771, and 1772, GEORIVS

;1,2

1775,

GEROGIVS .

George IV.--Crown 2 of 1821 yet stated on the edge to be anno
regni iertio, altho ugh the t hird reg nal year did not coll}.m ence until
J anuary zqth, 1822 .
William IV. -As in the case of Queen Anne, the coins of this
reign, wit h the exception of a pattern crown, seem as yet to have
passed the censor.
Victoria.-In 1849 the first .issue of the two -shilling piece
appeared and had ever since been known as " the Godless florin,"
because the acknowledgment Dei Gratia was' omitted ' from the
Queen's title. On a farthing" the first A in Gratia was an inverted
V. In 1878 a 'remarkable error occurred, the series of sixpences
from Die No . 6 being put into circulation before it was discovered
that we ourselves were described upon it ' as DR IT ANNIAR :3
instead of Britanniar[ul11,J.
I

ORDINARY MEETING.
W ednesday, lYJay 24th, 1922. .
Mr. GRANT R. FRANCIS,
Acting-President, in the Chair .
Mr. A. E . Bagnall, Mr. Vernon B. Crowther-Beynon, M.B.E.,
F.S.A., The National Museum of Finland, Major H. Fletcher and
Mr. T. V. Hodgson were elected to membership.
Lieut.-Colonel H. W. Morrieson,
• Mr. S. 1\'1. Spink . .
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Exhibitions.
Coins of the Calais Mint. in illustration of Professor lValker's
pap erBy Mr. F. A. Walters :-Edward Ill. Groat and half-groat of
the period 1360-69.
Henry V. Groat, half-groat and penny of the early annulet
coinage and mint-mark pierced cross with straight sides.
Henry VI. Groat and half-groat of the earliest issue, the
groat reading itIW1116. Two later varieties reading
itnGl1, with the corresponding half-groats; also pennies
and a halfpenny all with an annulet on each side of the
King's bust, and in two quarters of the reverse. Groat
and half-groat of the rare variety on which theannulet
in the two quarters of the reverse was omitted.
Groat of the annulet-trefoil c?inage with the annulets
on the obverse as before, but .a trefoil on the left side of
the King's crown, and an annulet in one quarter only of
the reverse. Half-groat and penny of the same issu e with
trefoil to left of the crown , but with the annulet in two
quarters of the reverse; also half-groat with a trefoil
after POSVI on the reverse, but none on the obverse.
Mr. Walters explained that these two half-groats were
really "mules " ; for the reverse of the second belonged
to the obverse of the first , and thus indicated the true
coin, which as yet remained undiscovered.
Groat and half-groat of the annulet-rosette issu e with
the obverse of the annulet coinage, and on the reverse a
rosette after POSVI and after Oitl1IS16.
Groat and half-groat of the rare variety of the early
rosette-mascle coinage, with two small mascles in the
spandrils of the tressure, one on each side of the bust; on
the reverse one after VIl1 and after l1it , and a rosette
after POSVI and after OitLtISI6.
Later varieti es of the groats, half-groats, pennies and
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halfpenny of the rosette-mascle issu e, with the ros ettes
and mascles on both the obverse and reverse.
Groats, half-gro ats, pennies-varied- and a halfpenny
of the pinecone-mascle coinage, with pinecones and masc1es
in the legends of both obverse and reverse.
Groat of the pinecone-mascle coin age but with reverse
from a die of the annulet coinage.
Groat of the rose-leaf issu e with large leaf in the
spandril of the tressure beneath the King's bust, and on
the reverse a similar leaf at the end of the outer legend,
with a mascle between VIIl and Iln:.
Two groats of the trefoil coinage with a trefoil at each
side of the King's n eck and, on the reverse, after VIIlIl7t ,
but one has two, and the other three, trefoils in the obverse
legend. Groat with obverse of the trefoil issu e as last,
but with reverse of the subsequent issue wit hout the trefoil
in the legend. Mr. Walters said that these three groats
were v ery rare and unknown before the discovery of the
Stamford h oard. They read n:IW , instead of the usual
n:RGIl on the London groats, an d had the iriitial cross
fleury on both t he obverse and reverse, which latter variet y
was a rare feature on the London groats.

By Li eut.-Colonel H. W. Morri eson :-Edward Ill.
groat and penny.

Groat, h alf-

H enry VI. Groat of the first issue of the annulet coinage.
Groat, h alf-gro at, penn y, and halfpenn y of the annulet
coinage .
Groat , half-groat , and penn y of the ros ette-mascle
coinage with mint-mark cross; and groa t, half-groat, and
h alfp enny with mint-mark cross patonce.
Groat and half-groat 'with obverse of the rosettem ascle, and reverse of the pinecone-mascle coinages.
P enn y with obverse of the latter and r everse of the former
issu es. Halfpenn y of t he pinecone -mascle coin age.
2 A
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By Mr. J. -Shirley-Fox :- -Henry VI. Two late groat s with
obverses of the trefoil coin age.
The reverse of one had
a trefoil before IJ.1r and after SIG, but that of the other
-was without m arks of any kind.
-By Mr. E. H . -Wheeler :--Henry VI. Groats of the early and
later annulet coinage reading 1rrWIJl6 and 1rnGIL
By Mr. Willi am D ale :-Henry VI. Groat of the pineconem ascle coin age found in South ampt on .
P aper.
THE C ALA I S MINT, A .D.

1347-1470.

This treatise, b y Professor A. Stanley Walker, of King's College,
Halifax, D .S.A., represented much original res earch and historical
study, combined with a careful referenc e to all the numismatic lore
available. The subj ect was divided by him into three m ain sections :
I , .a general historical survey of the fortunes of the Calais mint ;
2, an examination of the varied issues from the mint; and 3, a con -sideration of some of the chief regulations concerning specie and
bullion which were designed t o increase its trade.
In the first section of the paper it was pointed out that this
mint differed from all other cross-Channel -mints coinirig for English
kings, in that it was not a French or Anglo-Gallic mint, but as
Calais was a purely English town, so the mint there was an English
mint, working, at times, even more to supply English n eeds than
Calesian .
So far as the latter were conc erned, they were the n eeds of the
wool and fell export t rade, for which Calais wa s the staple town .
It was to further this trade that the mint at Calais was originated,
and the author attempted to show, by referenc es to staple hi story,
that the periods of activity and depression through which the Calais
mint passed were contemporary .with, and dependent upon, similar
fluctuations in the prosp erity of the st aple.
'
The mint ch arters, as issued t o H enry de Brisele on the rst of
March, -I 363- th e date of the est ablishment of the Second Staple
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Company of Calais-and to Bardet de Malepilys of Florence in 1371,
were analysed and the business regul ations of the mint were detailed.
Such political circumst ances as affect ed both the st aple and the
mint were given consideration in this sect ion of the pap er : It was
finall y shown that the siege of Calais by Philip of Burgundy in 1436
involved the mint in a collapse from which recov ery was impossible,
owing to the military strain put upon the town under the captaincy
of Richard Nevil, Earl of Warwick, with the result that it had
ceased all activity early in the reign of Edward IV.
In the second section of the paper, after an explanat ion of the
many differences exist ing between Calesian coin s and English coins
· of similar denominations and values, t ypical issu es were examined
from a purely numismatic point of view. H ere again historical
influences on the coin age were indicated, as, for exa mple, the
omission, by Edward HI, of the title R6X RR1rNG' during the period
of the truce of 1360-1369.
The third section of the paper dealt with the artificial means,
by which the gov ernment attempted to force the trade of the mint
in Calais, by the issu e of various regul ations and restrictions con·cerning spe cie, bullion, and currency, in accordance with the
economic theori es of the time. This was followed by the quotation of
· a protest from the suffering merchants against such legislationfor even in the fourt eenth century the business man had an appreciation of a fr ee gold market. It was, however , a protest which was
ignored; t o which fact , perhaps, as much as to an ything, the Calais
mint finall y owed its diss olution.
Included in the paper was a full description of all the known
issues, in gold as well as in silver, of the money from the Calais
mint; and in this the author acknowled ges t echnical assistance from
Mr. F. A. Walters, F .S.A., and from other expert s in the study of
that important branch of mediaeval numismatics.
The paper is printed in this volume .
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OR DINAR Y MEETIKG .
Wednesday , [un e 28th, 1922.
NII'. GR ANT R . FRAN CIS ,

Acting-P resident, in the Chair.
NII'. Francis, who spoke in feeling t erms, addressed the large
gathering of Members as follows : -

At this very moment I h ad hoped t o have vacate d the
Chair, and to have introduced to this m eeting as our President
one who has been aptly described as the " Godfat he r of the
Societ y," 1\11'. J ohn Sanford Saltus.
Instead, I have the very sad t ask t o perform of formally
announcing to you the sudden and tragic death of our President
on Thursday night last, on the very eve of that little celebration in his honour, whi ch h e had accep te d with keen pleasure,
and in the happy words of a letter which I shall ask NIr. Andrew
presently to read to you .
The sudden death in ordinary circumstances of a man after
a lon g life of usefulness, which has. brought him m any honours,
should not, in itself, be a subj ect for unusual regret ; but to us
who remain, who had hoped to h ave entert ained him to -night,
and t o collect ively and formally express our grat it ude t o him
for those many act s of gene rosity whi ch have gone so far to
m ake our Society wh at it is, it is a keen and ' poign ant loss
that is not lessened by the tragic circumst ance that it wa s
practically at t ributable t o that science in which we and he were
so closely asso ciated.
From almost its v ery in ception the Society h as benefited
by hi s lib erality and thoughtfulness, and it is not too much to
say that in 1\1r. Saltus we have lost one of our b est friends.
The John Sanford Saltus m edal, as its name implies, owes
its existe nce ent irely to him, and it is a m elancholy sat isfact ion
at this moment to feel that as he had h onoured us by endowing
it, so have we honoured him by its bestowal on the five
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distinguished Members of the Societ y who have been selected
to receive it prior t o his death ; and I ve nt ure to think that
few awards of a similar nature hav e b een better deserved, or
more worthily bestowed, than has this, our own lit tle tribute
to learning and research, whi ch we-not he· named after him
whose loss we mourn to-night.
There are certain formalities which our rules requir e that
we shall proceed with, but they will be ve ry brief, and immediately on their conclusion I shall move the adjournment of
this Meeting as a mark of respect t o our lat e Presid ent.
I now formally beg to move the following resolution :" The Acting-President having reported his attendance
and evidence at t h e inquest , when he was accom panied by
Mr. E. H. Wheeler, a Member of the Council, and a ve rdict
of (Death by mis adventure' was returned , the British
Numismatic Society has learned wit h the deepest regr et
the sudden and tragic death of its Presid ent, John Sanford
Salt us; and at this Meeting, over which he was t o have
presid ed for the first time, whi ch was t o have been followed
b y anothe r fun ction specially arran ged in his h onour, it
desires t o pl ace on record it s deep sense of the loss it h as
sustained in the death of one t o wh om it owes so much,
and who will eve r b e h eld in grateful memory.
" F urther, t hat the Secretary be requested t o con vey
t o Mr. Saltus's relatives and fri ends, and t o the Am erican
Numism atic Societ y , of which Mr. Saltus was Honorary
Gove rno r, a copy of this resolution , with the h eartfelt .
condolences of this Societ y .
" Also t o arrange for the Societ y t o be represented ,
and a memorial wr eath devot ed , at the fun eral in
Am erica ."
Lieut. -Colon el Morrieson , 111 seconding the resolution, spo ke of
the long fri endship he and many Members present had shared with
Mr. Saltus, and the affection in whi ch h e was held by all those wh o
had had that privilege.
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The Members and all who were present then stood, and the
resolution was pass ed in profound silence.
Mr. Andrew read the letter referred to by Mr. Francis, which
h e ,said was t h e last of m an y receiv ed from a very old friend; but,
as Members would understand, it was written also to the Society,
and referred t o the intended proceedings of that ,evening : HOTEL M E TROPOLE ,
L ONDON.

June 17th,

1922.

D EAR MR. ANDRE W ,

Your letter really overwhelm ed m e! Why, the reception
you are going to give m e at 'our Societ y is lik e the Welcom e to
the Prince of Wales! There is only one thing I am not quite
clear on , and that is where and at wh at time am I t o first
meet you on June 28th ? Please drop me a lin e soon and let
m e kn ow. I have not been very well lately, but am much
better now, and will be quite fit in a short time. I hope to
stay over some time on this side, but m ay h ave t o, return to
the D.S. sooner than I expecte d, that is, in a month or two;
but all this has nothing to do with the Meeting, and I am
sure to be there. It will be an evening th e m emory of which
I will always cherish . , You can 't understand ho w th e great
kindness you h ave all shown m e h as touch ed m y h eart.
Yours m ost truly,

J.

S. SALTUS.

Form ed B u sin ess.
The Secret ary announced that, under the rules, it had been
ne cessary for the Council to elect a Presid ent before that Meeting
was held; and that it h ad un animously electe d Mr. Francis for the
remainder of the current year. '
Mr. Fran cis reserved his acknowledgment of the h onour for a
fut ure and happier occasion . H e explaine d that only because the
eight iet h birthday of Sir H enry H . H oworth was on Sat urday n ext,
an d it was the wish of the Members to then offer their cong rat ulat ions,

IVleet£ng, October 25th , 1922.

359

and to present him with the Freedom of the Society in recognition
of his great work, during a long lifetime, in the cause of numismatic
scienc e, by electi ng him an Honorary Memb er, would the ballot b e
taken that evening. But that b eing so, he thought it onl y fair t o
include the election of the London Libra~"y t o membership.
The ballot was then taken in silence, and Sir H enry Ho yle
Howorth, R .C.I.E., D.C.L. , F.R.S., F .S.A., was unanimously electe d
an Honorary Member of the Societ y; and the London Library t o
m embership.

ORDINARY ME ETIN G.
TIVedn esday, O ctober 25th , 1922.

Mr. GRANT R. FRANCIS,
President, in th e Chair .

Mr. Francis expresse d his deep appreciation of the honour
conferred upon him by his elec tion to 't he presid ency of the Societ y
for the p eriod whi ch, to their sorrow, had been rendered vacant
by the death of Mr. Saltus.
Mr. Andrew, as Secretary , reported that Mrs. Robert l am es
Campbell, of New York, a Lif e Memb er of the Society and the
lad y to whom Mr. Saltus was engaged t o be married, had m ost
kindly represented the Societ y at his fun eral, and had written
of the wr eath which she had ordered at the request of the Council,
"Yo ur wreath was beautiful, and I had the inscription you sent m e
put on the wid e ribbon in dull gold letters. Mr. Saltus was buried
wit h all t he honours that a man of his st anding deserved ."
,
Mr. Andrew also read a letter from Sir Henry H oworth thanking
the Members for his elect ion as an H on orary Memb er up on th e occasion
of his recent eightiet h birthday ; in which he remarked , "The Briti sh
Numismatic Societ y has filled a real ga p in a ve ry successful way,
and its crimson volumes make a fine show on the shelf , and contain
much wisdom . I hop e that its future will b e as successful as it s
t"
pas.
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On the nomination of the Presid ent, Mr. W. Beresford Smith
and Mr. Ernest H. Wheeler were appointe d Auditors of the accoun ts
of the Society for th e current year.
Mr. Thomas Morley Cunnington was elected a Member.

E xhibitions.
By Mr. H. W. T affs :-The silver penny of t he E mp ress Matilda,
described by Mr. Andrew in his address that eve ning .
H enry 1. P enny of H awkins 263, reading +DERMAN ON
LVND.
Derman was previousl y kn own only on H enry 's
last t yp e, H awkins 255.
By Mr. E. H. Wheeler , inillnstration of the lecture :- -Stephen.
Hawkins 2 7 1. Three ex amples, from the R oth, R ashl eigh,
and .R eyn olds collections. Hawkins 280 . The coin illustrated in Lord P embroke's Cat alogue , privately publish ed
in 1746. Hawkins 28 1. The coin from the R eyn old s
collect ion. H awkins 282. All these coins were ' exhibited
at Mr. Andrew's request becau se of ' their clear and
beautiful state of preservation.
By Ml;. W. N . H obson of Nottingham, through Mr. S. .J. K irk
of the Nottingham Public Library : -E arly Britis h stater of
the gold coinage of the I ceni in the first cent ury B .C . ,
Evans XIV, 1 2 ; and a coppe r coin of the third cent ury B. C. ,
of P anticap reum, a Greek city of the Crimea, Minn s V, 19.
Found t ogether on the Norfolk coast.
By Mr. R . Carlyo n-Brit t on :-Edward Ill. Durham penny with
the peculi ar contract ion for et associate d with his latest
coins . I
Richard n . Durham penn y ; gro at with the same contraction
for et, and legend ending FtR:n::naxa' x D'; and similar
groa t , but FtR:n::na'..
H enry IV. Light groat wit h the slipped t refoil on the king's
left breast, althoug h of the later t yp e of bust ; and light
1

Illustrated in -volume x , p. 125 , of the [ourn al,

M eeting, October 25th , 1922.

penny of York with star and annulet on the breast, from an
obverse di e of probably local origin.
Edward IV.
H eavy groat of London, wit h mint-mark
large ros e, quatrefoils at the neck and cr escent on the
breast ; ' similar half-groat, but with a small rose for t he
rev erse mint-mark, and an eye afte r the syllable T1rS ;
and a heavy half-gro at of London with mint-mark
small ros e, annulet on each sid e of the neck, and ey e
after T1rS .
Charles 1. An unusually well-preser ved example of t he
" Combe-Martin " half-crown .
By Mr. F. A. Waiters : -Henry VII . Profile groat with min tm arks, obv erse, lys, rev erse, greyhound's head; no numerals
after the king's name ; simila r groat , but wit h the numerals ;
and profile half-groat wit h mint-mark lys but no numeralsa variety of whi ch he b eliev ed only three examp les wer e
known.
By Miss H elen F arquhar :-A variety measuring I ' 2 inches in
diameter-instead of the usu al I' 05, of the counter t o
Gustavus Adolp hus and his Queen, Medallic Illustrations I ,
379-280, but b elieved t o have b een made in Engla nd ;
also the usual example for comparison .
Lecture .

A

NUMIS MATIC HI ST OR Y OF T HE R EI GN OF

STEPHEN-contintted.

Mr. Andrew said that they were indebted t o Mr. Taffs for
exhibit ing an unusually fine silv er p enny of the E mpress Matilda ~
of t h e variety of H awkins 633, which had hit herto b een represented
only byMr. Baldwin's coin, the subject of his ad dress last Novemb er.
Bot h were from t he same pair of di es and, read t oget her , they gave
th e legends, obverse, :"CM IJMPERXo , reverse, +RODBERD: DE:
BRI[STOJVo = Bristo l, which added a new mon eyer 's name and
a new spelling t o th e mint , but the form Bristou occurred in th e
P ipe R olls of H enry II.

P roceedings of the S ociety.
H awkins 628, the interesting coin of this reign reading
. +ADAM • ON WIVELCE , was st ill at trib uted by numismatists to
Wiveliscombe , yet the t ermination - C E should alone have claimed
a m int-name for it ending in -ceaster. The sa me rules that gove rned
the transition of the Norman sp ellings Gulielmus , Guarinus, Gualterus
and Guido t o English Willelmus, Warinus, Walterus and Wido,
applied equally t o place-names. T hus Gipeswic passed through the
stages Wipeswic and Ypeswic t o m odern Ipswich and, as Mr. Lawrenc e
deduce d from a comparison of the m on eyers, app eared as wIPes w i c
on the earliest coins of H enry n. So. t herefo re, if we ca rried the
rule also t o Ilch ester , fr om the old form Givelceaster of D om esd ay
and our ea rly Norman coins, the spe lling WIVELCEaster should
evolve ab out Stephen's time, exact ly as upon this coin, on its wa y
to the Yvelcester of H enry Il 's Pipe R olls and the Ilchester of t o-day .
If furt her proof be needed it would be found in the fact that the
t hen unusual name ADAM was still that of Ilchester's m oneyer at
t he comme ncement of the follow ing reign.
Turning t o "the Flag T ype," H awkin s 27I, which subs t ituted
a flag and star of victory for the usu al scept re in Stephe n 's right
hand, Mr. Andrew agreed that it was a rned~llic issu e commemo rating
t he " Battle of the Standard," which was fought in II38 by the
forces of the Archbishop of York ben eath the Banner of St. P et er ,
mo unte d on a ship's m ast and set in a wagon . This gave its name
at the t ime t o the victory, which saved Yo rk it self from Scottish
devastat ion.
On these coins, in the place of the usual revers e legend, wa s a
series of small figures, su ch as the ann ulet of York, st ars , shi elds,
half-moons, and quatrefoils intersp ers ed with letters, which had
always b een assumed t o b e m erely orname ntal and m eaningless.
But h e had noticed that whilst the letters differed on the v arious
d ies of the series, their grouping and orde r were consistently m aintained, and he believed that they represented , by fam ilia r cont ract ions,
or m erely selected letters by di e-sinkers unaccustom ed t o L a tin,
some then well-k nown sentence fr om the T hanksgiving Ser vice
which was t endered t o St . P et er as the Patron and Spiritual Lord
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of the Ch urch and city of York, in honour of the victory under his
banner. The key was t o be found in the earliest seal of York, which
date d from a very few years later than these coins, and in some
de tails, such as the tripl e colons for stops which occur red on both,
it sugges t ed almost t he same cra fts man 's han d. The flag, t oo, borne
by St. P et er upon it was exactly the same, even t o the three stream ers,
and its inscriptions, as they would see, complet ed the comparison,
for they were + S' B eatI PETRI PRINCIPIS XPOSTOLORum, and
+ SIG"ILLVM CIVIVM EBORAcI-the small letters in italics here,
and lat er, being his exte nsions of the cont rac te d words.
F or the comparison he would select the six main varieties,
which included the three kindly exhibite d by Mr. Wheeler, of the
few coins that had surv ived t o us of the series. Eliminating the
orname nts exce p t the initial cross, they read as in the t able below;
but the first coin, one of Mr. Wheeler' s, ret ained the usual English
form of t he regul ar issu es of York, nam ely, ON EV: for "of
Everwic" ; which suggest ed t hat it was fro m an earl y die: and
two or t hree of the letters on the coins were invert ed or reversed, .
but t he order of all was as shown.
The suggest ed ex tensions.

T he letters, as on th e coins.
I. +VI

DH ESI OH EV:

I.

+ VIctoria

DomiNi

E ccleSIm

OH EVer w ic
2.

+VI DN ITS ER

2.

+ VI ctoria . DomiNi

civ I T atiS

E boRaci

3. +PTI ECS DN V:

3.

+ P eTrI

ECc!eS im

DomiNi

EV erw ic

4. mXN ES E

5. +mv

I:

rxn

4. mXNlt [Petri Domini] Ecd eS zie
E bomci
BE

5. + m anY [Petri] eI:c!esim Domini
BEati

6. m P BE rxn ESI

6. m anu
Petri
E ccleSIm

BEa d

Domini

Th ese six coins , therefor e, wh en read toget her seemed t o
postulat e some such origin al formula, as VI ctoria mXNV BEat i
P eTrI DomiN i ECC!eSI(l' civ IT atiS E boR aci.
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ANNIVERSARY MEETING.
Thursday , N ovember 30th, 19'22.
Mr. GRANT R. FRANCIS,
President, in the Chair .
The Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, was elected t o membership.
Mr. Ronald Montagu Simon and Mr. Coleman P. H yman were
appointed Scrutators for the ballot of Officers and Council that
evenmg.
E xhibiti ons.

A special exhibiti on of numismatic and medallic art treasures
was h eld, from which the following it ems are selecte d as t ypical of
its varied and interesting ch aracter : By Dr. H erbert P eck :-Early British; the coin and ring
described in his pap er.
By Mr. Baldwin , wit h references t o the British Museum Catalogue ; silver pennies of :Ethelred II: t yp e I , v ariety c, four crosses pattees
around the cent ral cross. T yp e I, variet y e, large
bust of the King dividing the legend. T yp e II ,
variet y b, the letters alpha and omega tran sposed.
Neit he r t yp e l e nor t yp e lIb was represent ed
in the National Collection .
Canute : t yp e VII I, variety b, bust in .quatrefoil with
sceptre. Bust t o left diadem ed instead of crowne d .
St ephen : t yp e VII , in suppo rt of Mr. Andrew' s
attribution of the coin illu strated as Hawkins 628
t o the mint of Ilchester at the preceding Meeting,
obverse, + STIEFNE , reverse + XDXM [: O]N' :
PIFELE [1:, or perhaps S] , that is, \iVifelec[easter]
for Ilch ester.
By Mr. Andrew :-Edward the Confesso r: obverse + EDI>RD RE,
reverse + l:JODI>INE ON SER·, Salisbury, of Hildeb rand
type C, variet y a; a variet y which Hildebrand believed,
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p . 461, t o b e represented b y a sing le coin of the London
. mint:
By

Mr . F. A . Waiter s :-Henry VII : shilling, aanarcvs,
mint-marks lys, and lys in the forks of the rev ers e cross.
Sh illing, fiaURIO s a P T l ffi , with the sa me mint-marks
but slipped trefoil in the forks of the cross . Ch arles I :
pattern for a h alf-crown, or a m em orial, b y Thom as R awlins ;
cast and chased , rev er se eng rave d . Me dallic Illu strations,
i, Plate xxxiii, No. 18.

By Mr. Edgar M. Burnett :- T h e official seal-matrix of the P apal
Chamberlain, CA R D · VITELLl VS . S . R · . E . CA ME RA R IVS . VITELLOTIVS . S . M . IN . VI A ' LATA'
DI AC, in bronze, oval, 4 b y 21 in ch es: a beautiful work of

ren aissance a r t . Stam pe d ov er the d esign are at least t wo
coat s-of-arms showing that it wa s used b y su cces sive
cham berlains . Vitelli Vitellozzo was Cardinal Deacon of
S. Maria , in the Via Lata, fro m A .D . 1564 t o 1568.
By the R ev. Edgar R ogers :-An unusu ally ea rly b etrothal ring
in gold , with an inter esting in scription , da t ed 1 6 09.
By Mr. Ernest H . Wheeler :- T he following rem arkable ser ies of
t he varied silver issu es of Charles I , all selected for t heir
b eauty and rarity :Charles 1. P ound-pieces in silver. Of Oxf ord, wit h
scroll rev er se. Declaration b etween two lines.
Canno n amo ngst the a rms b en eath the horse. Of
Sh re wsbu ry, with on e plume only on the rev erse.
Half-pounds. Of Oxford, H awkins, t ypes I and II,
Oxford (( muled " with Shre wsbu ry, unnoticed b y
Hawkins. Of Shre wsbu ry, with rev er se mint-mark
nine p ellet s.
Crowns . T he R awlins Oxford crown . Tower, m int m ark bell on obverse and r ev er se. Sh rewsbury
(( muled " wit h Oxford, mint-mark seven pellets.
Shrewsbury, wit h no mint-marks.
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Half-crowns. Tower , with plume only on the horse's
head . With a crowned rose on the housin g.
Ches te r, mint-mark prost rate gerb . Weymout h,
VV beneath the horse. Shrewsbury, one plume
only on the reverse.
Shillings. T ower, with the bust pi ercin g the ' inner
circle. Bust with long hair and lace collar, no inner
circle. Of Ab erystwith. Of Lundy Isle. Of
Oxford, wit h the date in curved figures . Of York,
wit h squ(l.re shield .
Sixpences. With lyre-shaped t erminations to the reverse
cross . Ab erystwith, no inn er circles . Ab erystwith
t c muled " wit h Oxford.
Exet er, date di vided b y
rose. Nicholas Briots . Lundy Isle, scroll over
the declaration . York, with oval shield .
Groats. Ab erystwith, wit h small shield and large
plume. With large shi eld and sma ll plume. The
" Combe Martin." Of Lundy Isle.
Threepences. The "Combe Martin ." Weymouth.
Lundy Isle.
Half-gro ats. .T ower. Ab erystwith. Bristol. "Combe
Martin." Exeter. ' Oxford.
P ennies. Oxford, plume in cent re of the rev erse. The
declaration t yp e. Ab erystwith, large plume in
cent re of the reverse. Exeter , I VS THRO
FIRMAT , rose in the cent re .
Halfpennies. Ab erystwith. Tower.
By Mr. V. B. Crowt her-Beynon :-An interesting ex hibit ion
illustrative of the influ ence of med allic art upon eve ry -day
articles in St uart times. Coppe r discs bearing the arms of
J am es I in enamel. A bronz e official mortar upon which
the arms of the Commonwealth, exactly as upon the money,
were reproduced four times. Tobacco sto ppe rs in brass
bearing the portraits of Charles I and H enriett a Maria ,
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after the medal by Thomas Rawlins ; of Charles I with
Queen Anne, and of Charles II, from their medals. Snuff-box
bearing the portrait of Queen Mary II in pressed horn,
which Miss H. F arquhar thought was b y Nicholas Chevalier,
the arti st responsible for her marriage medal of I 677.
By Miss H elen Farquhar :- T hree cases of beautiful badges,
medals, and relics in gold and silver, of the Stuart period.
By Mr. Lionel L. Fletcher :-A collection of I80 seve ntee nt h cent ury t okens of Dublin, being, with the following eight
exce pt ions, the complete series. Those wanting are H enry
Aston, J ames Cleere , cc \Vill " Fleory, cc J 0 " Hayens,
" Allin " Jones, William Myllis, Thomas Or . . ., and J ohn
Tottie, Bridgfoote.
By M1'. Grant R. Francis : -A royal signet ring of gold with the
jugate portraits of Will iam and Mary beautifully cut in
carnelian, as on their early coinage and m edals; in p erfect
condition .
By Mr. Coleman P. H yman :-The sea l-mat rix of the Chancellor
of the Diocese of Norwich , A. D. I70 0.
By Mr. H. W. Taffs :-The beautiful Tassie gem with the head
of Nelson. Obituary medal of Van Tromp. Medalet of
Admiral Vernon and C. B., probably Commodore Brown.
Charles I .- The st rip of four ro yal farthings, with mint-mark
rose, from the Pown al1, Caldecott and H oblyn collect ions.
By Mr. Winter for Mr. S. M. Spink : -Case,s of I54 English gold
m edals commem orating historical event s from the r eign of
Elizabeth to that of ,Anne ; and of many varied and
interesting silve r badges of the Civil Wars of Charles 1.
Also, b y request , the following series of decorations and
medals : The H on. E ast India Company 's medal for Seringapatam .
The bronze st ar , with silver cent re, for Maharaj poor,
I843, and for Punniar, I 843.
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Lord R oberts's march, Kabul to Kandahar, 1880.
Khedivial star for Eg ypt , 1882.
Ashanti star, 1896.
Khedivial m edal for the Sudan War.
Indi an Gener al Service medal with bar, Chin- Lushai,
1889- 90 .
India General Service, 1895, with three bars for cam. paigns, 1897-98.
The British Nigeria Compan y 's medal wit h bar, Nigeria .
Camp followers' medal , Boer War.
Queen Victori a 's Jubilee, Metropolitan P olice medal,
1887.
Edward VII's Coronat ion, Metropolitan Police medal,
1902.
Edward VII's visit to Ireland, 1903.
The 1914-15 Star.
The Victo ry med al, 1914-19.
Edward VII , Kumassi.-Bust in high reli ef. Bu st in
low relief.
The New Zealand Long-Ser vice medal.
The Miners' gold medal of the Hamstead Colliery
disaste r, 1908.
Group, the Boer War and Edward VII , New Zealand
. Volunteers, t welve years' service.
By Mr. William Dale :-A manuscript volume in French , neatly
bound in vellum as a po cket-book, being the handbook of
some eighteenth-century collector, value r, or purchaser,
of Roman coins; for . every t yp e and variety then known
of the series is described ·and indexed, and its rarity reduced
for practical purposes to ·t he value in francs.
By Mr. J. O.Manton :-An Indian war medal in lead issued by a
Rajah t o his native soldiers in the first h alf of the last cent ury.
By Mr. A. E . Bagn all :-Three draughts of pressed boxwood from
dies by Martin Brunner.

