
THE CENTENARY OF OUR MODERN COINAGE INSTITUTED 
IN FEBRUARY, I8I7, AND THE ISSUES WHICH PRE
CEDED IT IN GEORGE Ill's REIGN. 

BY' LIEUT.-COLONEL H. W. MORRIESON, F.S.A. 

HIS month, February, I9I7, sees the celebration of the 
centenary of an event of much interest to the members 
of this Society, viz., that of the introduction of the 
coinage of this realm as we now know it, for it was on 

February I3th, I8I7, that the exchange of the new money for the 
old was inaugurated. Not only was a new coinage introduced, 
but a new standard, a single one of gold. Up to that time silver 
had been' current as well as gold, which led to a fluctuation of the 
value of gold in comparison with that of silver. The guinea, the 
then principal gold coin, was originally issued by Charles II as a 
twenty-shilling piece, but I think none was ever procurable for 
twenty silver shillings. The premium varied till I7I7, when it 
became fixed at one shilling, and since that date the guinea has 
ever since been reckoned as a twenty-one-shilling piece, that 
mythical coin so dear to professional people, Secretaries of Clubs, 
etc. 

Samuel Pepys, in his Diary for October 29th, I660, gives an 
example of the variation of the guinea: " Thence by coach (having 
in the Hall bought me a velvet riding cap, cost me 20S.)" to my 
taylor's, and there bespoke a plain vest and so to my goldsmith to 
bid him to look out for some gold for me; and he tells me that 
ginneys, which I bought 2000 not long ago, and cost me but I81d. 
change, will now cost me 22d.; and but very few at that price. 
However, some more I will have, for they are very convenient and 
of easy disposal." Again on June I3th, I667, he writes: " I cannot 
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have my 200 pieces of gold for silver, all being bought up last night 
that were to be had, and sold for 24 and; 25s. per piece." The 
reason for this was that it was the time of panic, when the Dutch 
fleet destroyed our ships at Chatham. Owing to the then worn 
state of the silver coinage the premium rose in 1695 to ten shillings, 
but after the great recoinage of 1696-7 it fell in 1698 to one shilling 
and sixpence, and finally in 1717 it was officially fixed as above 
mentioned at one shilling. 

This introduction of a single gold standard with all other metal 
coins as tokens was a bold step and was eventually followed by all 
the principal countries of the world with the exception of China and 
Mexico. The new gold coin was thus described : "Each piece to 
be of the value of twenty shillings, and of the weight of five penny
weights three grains l~o;.1;oOo troy weight of standard gold. 
Every such piece of gold to have for the ~bverse impression the 
head of his Majesty, with the inscription of GEORGI US III. D.G. 

RRITANNIAR. REX. F.D. and the date of the year, and for the 
reverse the image of St. George armed, sitting on horseback, en
countering the dragon with a spear, the said device being placed 
within the ennobled garter, bearing the motto HONI SOIT QUI 

MAL Y PENSE, with a newly-invented graining on the edge of 
the piece. The said piece of gold to be current and lawful money 
of the Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and to be called a 
sovereign or twenty shillings piece, and to pass and to be received 
as of the value of twenty shillings of lawful money of Great Britain 
and Ireland in all payments whatsoever." (Ruding, vol. ii, p. 121.) 
This weight of the sovereign works out as might be expected to 
23'27447 as ~~ of that of the -guinea, I29~~ grains. 

This design of St. George and the dragon was adopted from a 
gem designed for Lord Spencer; Sir Joseph Banks having seen it 
was so pleased with it that he recommended it for adoption. Its 
beauty was much appreciated at the time and has continued with 
interruptions till the present day. It has been adversely criticized 
on the impossible position of the rider. Ruskin describes it thus: 
" The horse looks abstractedly into the air-St. George has nothing 
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on but a helmet-the very last piece of armour he is likely to want 
-he puts his naked foot well forward for the dragon to bite, and 
is about to deliver a mortal blow with a sword which cannot reach 
him by a couple of yards." 

It is curious that though all the accounts of the nation had 
been reckoned in pounds, hitherto there had not been a coin that 
was actually of the value of 240 pence. A half-sovereign was also 
,ordered to be coined. These coins, or rather their successors, are 
now very rarely seen, and may be looked on by some as curiosities. 
It is to be trusted that this scarcity will be of short duration, and we 
may at some early date again welcome the reappearance of the 
<t thick un." 

The silver coins were the crown, half-crown, shilling, and six
pence, and later the usual Maundy money. As these were in future 
to be tokens only and to represent merely fractions of the sovereign, 
and to prevent those coins from being melted down into bullion 
as soon as they appeared in circulation, it was ordered that out of 
a pound weight troy of standard silver sixty-six shillings be coined 
instead of sixty-two, i.e., 87i grains instead of 92-£-. It was further 
ordered that silver money should be legal tender only for sums 
under forty shillings. 

The first coins to be issued were the half-crown, shilling, and 
sixpence. This was done on February r3th, r8r7, when four 
principal offices in London were opened for the exchange of the 
new coins for the worn out old ones. These were, firstly, Bank of 
England; secondly, Southsea House; thirdly, " Guildhall" ; fourthly, 
Goldsmiths' Hall, and in addition to these were sixteen subsidiary 
offices; the private banks also helped by doing the necessary work 
for their clients. The amount issued for this purpose was £2,500,000. 
All the coins were dated r8r6, having been coined in anticipation 
at the latter part of that year. The dies for these coins were 
engraved by Thomas Wyon, Junior, from designs by Benedetto 
Pistrucci. This was about the last work of Wyon, who died 
on September 22nd, 18r7. The Maundy money appeared at 
the Maundy Thursday distributions. The sovereign came into 
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circulation on July rst. the half-sovereign on October roth, and the 
crown in October, 1818. 

The description of these coins is as follows :-

Sovereign.-Obverse, head to right laureate, tie bow and 
two ends; hair short; neck bare. Legend, GEORGIUS III 

D : G: BRIT ANNIAR : REX F: D: 1817. The other dates 
are 1818 and r820. Reverse, as on the proclamation already 
given, with the addition of the letters B.P. incuse, the initials 
of Benedetto Pistrucci, the engraver, on the ground below the 
broken spear. 

Half-sovereign.-Obverse, head as On the sovereign . Legend, 
GEORGI US DEI GRATIA ;r8r7. The other dates are 1818 
and r820. Reverse, angular shield crowned bearing the arms of" 
first and fourth, England; second, Scotland; and third, 
Ireland. The arms of Hanover On an escutcheon of pretence 
crowned. Legend, BRITANNIARUM REX FID: DEF:., 

Benedetto Pistrucci was the engraver. 
The edges of the gold coins are grained. 

Crown.-Obverse, head as on the sovereign. Legend, 
GEORGIUS III D: G: BRITANNIARUM REX F: D: r8r8. 
Other' dates 1819 and r820; under the head PISTRUCCI in 
very small letters. Reverse, as on the sovereign, with 
PISTRUCCI in small letters between the ground and the garter. 

On the edge, DECUS ET TUT AMEN ANNO REGNI 

, LVIII or LIX. On those of r8r9 the regnal year is LIX or 
LX, and On 1820 LX. 

These crowns were very carefully issued, and Ruding, vol. ii, 
p. r64, describes their first appearance as follows :-

" Four hundred of these pieces were delivered to each of the 
bankers in London, with the following very singular caution, from 
which it should seem that the mint considered them rather as 
medals to be placed in cabinets than as coins for regular currency: 
'The bag contains ten paper parcels, each parcel holding forty 
pieces, making the whole contents of the bag 400 crowns or £100 
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value. It being desirable in the first issue of the new crowns, that 
the pieces should come into the hands of the public as perfect as 
possible, it is recommended to the bankers, in the distribution of 
them, that they should use precautions to prevent the impression to 
be injured, as much as possible.' " 

From the beautiful condition that the majority of these crowns 
are in, the public appear to have acted up to the ideas of the mint 
by carefully preserving them. 

Half-crown.-Obverse, bust to right showing the back, 
laureate tie bow with two long ends GEORGI US III DEI 

GRATIA I8r6, also r8I7. Reverse, the arms as on the half
sovereign in an ornamented shield within the garter, bearing 
its motto surmounted by a crown from which proceeds the 
collar of the Order of the Garter surrounding the Garter with 
the jewel pendant at the bottopI. Legend, BRITANNIARUM 

REX FID: DEF: On the garniture of the shield on the left 
side are the letters incuse W.W.P. for William Wellesley Pole, 
the Master of the Mint, and on the right W for Thomas Wyon, 
the engraver. 

The brutal appearance of the King with the ugly bare shoulder 
,caused great dissatisfaction, so in the May following other dies were 
prepared. 

No. z.-Obverse, bust similar to that on the crown, but 
without engraver's name below. Legend in large letters 
GEORGI US III DEI GRATIA 1817. Other dates 1818, 1819, 
and 1820. Reverse, crowned shield surrounded by the garter 
as on No. I, but ungarnished, and the crown covers the garter 
instead of being over it. Legend in large letters, BRIT ANNIA

RUM REX FID : DEF : 

Edge milled. 

The dies for this coin were engraved by Pistrucci. 

Shilling.-Obverse, bust similar to that on the crown, but 
the tie ends are straight. Legend, GEORGIUS III D: G: 

BRITT: REX. r8I6. Other dates I8r7, 1818, r8I9, and r820. 
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• 
Reverse, similar to that on the second half-crown, but the 
shield is garnished and the garter is not so close round the 
shield. The design fills the whole field, leaving no space for 
a legend. In the garniture of the shield are the letters W.W.P. 

and W. as on the first half-crown. 
Edge milled. 
Sixpence.-Both obverse and reverse are similar to those 

of the shilling, only smaller. Same dates and edge. 

The dies for these two coins, as well as that for the first half
crown, were engraved by T. Wyon from designs by Pistrucci. 

Maundy Money.-Fourpence.-Obverse, bust as on the 
shilling. Legend, as on the half-crown, 1,817. Other dates 1818, 
1820. Reverse, a large figure 4 crowned, interrupting the legend. 
Legend, same as on the half-crown with a pellet below the figure. 

Threepence.-Obverse and reverse same as on the four
pence, except that the figure is 3. Same dates. 

Twopence.-Similar, but the figure is 2. Same dates. 
P enny.-Similar, but the figure is 1. Same dates. 

The edges of all the Maundy money are plain. 
The legends on all these coins commence at the bottom. 

A great number of patterns, proofs, and trial pieces for the 
issue were struck, as was exemplified when a collection formed by 
the Wyon family was dispersed a few years ago at Messrs. Sotheby's 
sale rooms. The late Mr. Montagu had previously collected a large 
number of these pieces, which are set forth in Messrs. Spink's cata
logue of that collection, where some of them are illustrated. 

There was no change in the copper coinage, except that in 
December, 1817, it was proclaimed that all copper monies issued 
prior to the proclamation of July 27th; 1797, which introduced the 
copper twopence and penny, should no longer be current. 

Having described these .coins, it is now necessary to go into the 
question of the reason of the introduction of this new coinage. 
During the long reign of George III there had been a fairly regular 
issue of gold coins, guineas and half-guineas, of the former coinages; 
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these appeared in every year up to 1799 with the exception of the 
year I7So. After 1799 the only mintage of guineas was that of ISI3, 
which was issued for the use of the troops going to the Peninsular War. 
The coinage of half-guineas was continued up to ISI3, and are 
found of every year except 1761, '67, '6S, '70, '71, '79, 'So, 'S2, 'S3, 
'92, '99, IS05, '07, and '12. 

In order to ease the lack of silver coins a third-of-a-guinea was 
introduced in 1797 and coined every year till ISI3, with the exception 
of IS05, '07, and '12. 

In 1762 a quarter-of-a-guinea was struck, but owing to its size 
was easily lost and thus caused complaints. These quarter-guineas 
were therefore gradually withdrawn by not being reissued when paid 
into the Bank. 

Of the guineas there are six different types; of the half-guineas 
seven; and of the third-of-guinea three. 

Of the guineas the first three types are 'very nearly alike, only 
differing by slight variations of the bust. They were all by the 
same engraver Richard Yeo. 

1st Type.-Obverse, ' laureate bust to right; the wreath is 
composed of a few large leaves. Legend, GEORGIUS III DEI 

GRATIA. 

Reverse, similar to that of the last issue of George nil Gar
nished shield crowned. This crown divided date. Legend, M.B.F. 
ET H. REX. F.D. B. ET L.D.S.R.I.A.T. ET. E. 1761. 

2nd Type.-Obverse, bust similar to No. I, but more bust is 
shown, more hair, one curl of which comes o~er left shoulder, and 
the wreath is more compact, being formed of small leaves. The 
same legend. 

Reverse, as No. 1. Dates 1763, '64. 
3rd Type.-Obverse, as No.2, but the face is broader and 

fatter. Same legend. 
Reverse, as No. 1. Dates 1765 to 1773 inclusive. 
4th Type.-The dies of this coin were engraved by Thomas Pingo. 
Obverse, somewhat similar to No.' 2, but not so much hair, 

and the head interrupts the legend. Sarpe legend. 
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Reverse, as No. 1. Dates 1774 to 1786 inclusive, with the 
exception of 1781. 

5th Type.-The dies for this coin were engraved by Lewis 
Pingo. 

Obverse, bust like NO.4 only smaller; not so much hair, and 
there is no curl over the left shoulder, and the tie has a loop and 
two ends instead of only two ends as on the previous bust. Legend 
as before. 

Reverse, a heart-shaped shield crowned; date below, breaking 
legend. Legend commencing at left, of dates 1787 to 1799 inclusive. 
This type is commonly known as the spade guinea, from the shapE 
of the shield being that of the ace of spades. 

On January 1st, 1801, the Union with Ireland took place and 
an alteration of the King's titles was proclaimed: that of titular 
King of France was dropped, and it was ordered that in future 
he should be called simply the King of the Britains. 

The arms were also ordered to the following: 1st and 4th, those 
of England; 2nd, Scotland; 3rd, Ireland; and the electoral arms 
on an escutcheon of pretence · ensigned with the electoral bonnet. 
In 1817 the electorate of Hanover was changed into a kingdom in 
consequence of the Treaty of Vienna, when the bonnet was altered 
to a crown. 

6th Type.-The dies for the above were engraved by Lewis 
Pingo, who copied the head from a model by Marchant. 

Obverse, head to right laureate, the hair short and showing 
the ear. Legend as before. 

Reverse, a plain pentagonal shield with the arms as described 
in the proclamation of 1801 surrounded by the garter, which is 
surmounted by a crown; the tongue of the garter divides the date 
1813. Legend, BRITANNIARUM REX FIDEI DEFENSOR. 

The first five half-guineas are like the corresponding guineas. 
The dates are of the first 1762; 2nd, 1763; 3rd, 1764 to 1774 in
clusive; 4th, 1774, '75, '76, '77, '78, '8r, '84, '85, and '86; the 5th, 
1787 to 1800 inclusive, with the exception of 1792 and '99. 

The sixth h:=ts the obverse of the fifth half-guinea, and th~ reverse 
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similar to that of the sixth guinea. Dates ISOI, '02, '03. Seventh 
has the obverse and reverse similar to that of the sixth guinea. 
Dates IS04, '06, 'oS, '09, 'ro, 'II, and 'r3. 

The dies for all the three types of the third-of-a-guinea were 
engraved by Lewis Pingo. 

1st Type.-Head laureate to right, with short hair. Legend, 
GEORGIUS III DEI GRATIA. 

Reverse, a crown as on the spade guinea; date below, breaking 
the legend. Legend, beginning left of the date, MAG. BRI. FR. 

ET. HIB. REX. Dates 1797 to ISOO inclusive. 
2nd Type.-Obverse, the same as No. L Reverse, as No. I, 

but the date is below the crown. Legend, commencing from the top, 
.:. BRITANNIARUM REX FIDEI DEFENSOR. Dates ISOO, 
'02 '03 . 

3rd Type.-Obverse, as the sixth guinea. Reverse, as NO.2. 
Dates rS04, '06, 'oS, '09, '10, 'rI, 'r3. 

The quarter-guinea is similar to the second guinea. Date 1762. 
It was, however, in the silver and copper currency that the 

great deficiency was found , especially in the former. 
With regard to the silver, this deficiency commenced in the 

latter years of George II. In 1750 and '51 issues were made of 
crowns, half-crowns, shillings, and sixpences. As regards the crowns 
and half-crowns, no more were to be coined until the great recoinage 
of -rSI7-a matter of fifty-six years. Shillings were coined in I75S, 
and sixpences in 1757 and' 5S. Odd pieces of Maundy money, mostly 
pennies, were struck in various years of the last decade of his reign; 
these, however, as regards currency may be considered as negligible. 
It will thus be seen that when George III came to · the throne there 
must have been a lack of silver money. At that time the country 
was deeply engaged in the Seven Years' War, and the Government 
were probably loth to embark in a coinage of silver, hoping that at 
a time in the near future it might be able to do so with profit. This 
may be considered false economy, for many years had to elapse 
before the occasion arose. In 1763, in honour of the Earl of North
umberland being appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, £roo worth 

K 
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(zooo pieces) of shillings were especially coined to be used by him 
as largesse for the people of Dublin. These pieces are commonly 
known as the Northumberland shilling. The dies were probably 
engraved by Yeo, and may be described as follows: Obverse, the 
King's bust in profile to the right, hair long, laureate, in armour 
with slight drapery fastened on the shoulder by a brooch. Legend, 
GEORGIVS III DEI· GRATIA The reverse is similar to those 
of George II with nothing in the angles, but with the date I763; 
edges milled with diagonal lines. 

It was not, however, until I787 that any proper issue of 
shillings and sixpences was made, though patterns for the former 
,appeared in I764, I775, I778, and I786. This year shillings and 
sixpences were struck to the value of £55,459. The dies were 
engraved by Lewis Pingo. The sixpence differs from the shilling 
only in size. 

Obverse, the King's bust in armour slightly draped to the 
right, hair long, laureate. Legend, GEORGIVS· III· DEI

GRATIA' Reverse, the arms contained in four pentagonal shields 
placed crosswise with the star of the Garter in the centre. The 
upper shield bears the arms of England and Scotland impaled; 
the lower one Ireland. France is to the right and Hanover to the 
left; a crown is placed in each of the angles and the date below. 
Legend commencing to the left of the date ·M·B-F-ET-H·REX·F·D·B-

- ET-LD·S·R·I·A·T-ET·E-. 

Of the shilling there are various dies, two of the obverse, the 
one differing from the other by omitting the dot over the head 
which is found with reverse No. z, and five of the reverse. (I) No 
semee of hearts on the field of Lunenbergh and six strings to the 
Irish harp. (z) The same, but with seven strings to the harp. 
(3) Semee of hearts and six strings. (4) The same, but seven strings. 
5) Same as 4, but no dot each side of date. The edges of all have 

the diagonal graining. These were adapted from the pattern of 
I786, which has no dot over the head on the obverse and on the 
reverse has no semee of hearts, seven strings to the harp and no 
dots beside date; edge diagonally grained. There are proofs with 



Coins and Patterns issued in 1787. 131 

plain edge 1787: (I) Obverse, no dot over he<l;d, with no dot after 
DEI, with reverse NO.2; the specimen in my cabinet weighs IIS 
grains, and is from the Bergne, Wakeford and Montagu collections. 
(2) Dot over head on obverse and reverse No. 1. (3) Dot over 
head and reverse NO.3. Of the sixpences there is only one obverse 
die with the dot over the head and two reverse: (r) No semee of 
hearts and six strings to harp. (2) Semee of hearts and six strings. 
The edges are diagonally grained. There are proofs of both of these 
with plain edges. Like the· shilling, there is a pattern sixpence of 
1786, but in this case there is a dot over the head in the obverse, 
and the reverse differs by having only six strings to the harp; the 
edge is also similarly grained. 

Very few of these coins · could have passed into circulation, 
the great numbers now existent being in excellent preservation. 
In many cases they appear to have been preserved for card counters 
or for curiosities. A great number were probably melted down, as 
by that time the coins then in use had become very light from 
excessive wear and teal~. 

This same year Droz, the engraver at Soho, issued a pattern 
shilling having on the obverse the King's head and neck to the 
right, long hair, laureate. Legend, GEORGI US III· D· G· MA· 

BR F· ET H- REX 1787. Reverse, G.R. in monogram crowned 
with a sprig of laurel each side, edge straight grained. 

In 1790 and '91 the same artist issued proofs either for a six
pence or a farthing; obverse like the reverse of his 1787 pattern 
shilling and the reverse the figure of Britannia and the date. 
Legend, BRITANNIA. The figure of Britannia on the one dated 
1790 is similar to the figure on the first issues of the farthings, and 
has the date in the legend, while that of r791 has the figure as on his 
well-known pattern halfpennies of that year, and the date below. 

In 1798 a last attempt was made to cope with the lack of 
change, but the endeavour which was made by a private firm came 
to naught. 1 cannot do better than give Hawkins' account of it :
" In the year 1798 Messr~. Dorrien & Magens sent a quantity of 
bullion to the Mint to be coined according to the law, which had 

K2 
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never been repealed, by which it was enacted that anyone sending 
bullion to the Mint might have it coined into money upon payment 
of certain dues. The whole was actually coined into shillings from 
dies varying very slightly from those of 17S7, but with the date 
179S, and no dot over the head; but the very day on which the 
bankers were, by appointment, to have received the coin, an order 
of Council was received commanding it all to be melted, upon the 
ground that the proceeding had been irregular, and that no coinage 
was lawful without the sanction of a Royal Proclamation. Very 
few indeed of these pieces escaped the crucible."1 Maundy money, how
ever, was issued up to as late a period as ISOO. The first of this to be 
issued was a threepence in 1762. The obverse was similar to the 
Northumberland shilling, and had the usual reverse of a crowned 
numeral with the customary legend. There are several · reverse 
dies, one of which has greater space by the date. 

Of this type groats were issued in 1763, '65, '66, '70, '72, '76, 
'So, 'S4, and 'S6. Threepences in 1762, '63, '65, '66, '70, '72, 'So, 
'S4, and 'S6; half-groats in 1763, '65, '66, '72, '76, 'So, 'S4, and 'S6, 
and pennies in 1763, '66, '70, '72, '76, '79, 'So, 'SI, 'S4, and 'S6. 

In 1792 the whole set was struck from new dies; the bust on 
the obverse was similar to the 17S7 shilling, but with no stops. The 
reverse had small thin figures surmounted by a small crown. These 
pieces have been commonly called « wire money." 

Similar sets were issued in 1795 and ISOO, but the reverses have 
larger and thicker figures and the crowns are larger. In ISOO there 

. are two dies, the second one differing from the first in having stops 
in the obverse legend. Of these I have not come across the 
half-groat without the stops. 

The copper coinage followed on somewhat the same lines as 
the silver. The last issue of halfpennies and farthings in the reign 
of George II is dated· 1754 (Mr. Montagu, in his Copper Coins of 
England, p. 92, states that this date was continued on the coins for 
ten years), forty-six halfpennies and ninety-two farthings being 

1 Hawkins, Silver Coins of England, 3rd edition, p . 41 2. 
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coined from one pound avoirdupois of copper. The first issue of 
these denominations under George III appeared in 1770, and was 
of the same weight as those of 1754. Obverse, bust of the King 
to right, laureate in armour; legend, GEORGIVS· III· REX· 

Reverse, the usual figure of Britannia to the left, date below; legend, 
BRITANNIA. 

The dates on the halfpennies are 1770 to 1775. There is one 
dated 1772 in which by some error the King's name is spelt GEORIVS, 

the second G having been omitted. This error was quickly found 
out and the coin was suppressed, a correctly spelt one being issued 
in its stead. The dates on the farthings are 1771 to 1775, though 
Montagu doubts the existence of that of 1772. I do not know of 
one. There was a corresponding issue of halfpennies for Ireland 
only which bears the dates 1766, '69, '75, '76, '81, '82, and '83· 
Obverse, head, laureate, to the right; legend, GEORGI US III 

REX. Reverse, crowned harp to left, date below; legend, 
HIBERNIA. In 1781 the head was changed for a bust like that on 
the fourth guinea. Twenty-two years had to elapse before there was 
another issue of copper coins. In 1797 the Government contracted 
with Mr. Mathew Boulton, of Soho, Birmingham, for the striking 
of copper twopence and pennies at the rate of one ounce avoirdupois 
to the penny. The idea of this being that the coin could be used as 
a weight. Boulton had to find the copper-some 500 tons. The 
dies were engraved by C. H. KUchler, an artist employed by him. 
These were of quite a new design, having a broad raised rim on both 
sides with the letters of the legends incuse. Obverse, the King's 
head to the right, laureate and draped, a small K under the shoulder; 
legend, GEORGI US III· D: G· REX. Reverse, Britannia seated 
on a rock to the left, her shield at her side, waves beneath to the 
right, a three-masted ship in the distance. In her right hand she 
holds an olive branch, and in her left the trident, under the shield 
SOHO. Legend, BRITANNIA. 1797. 

There is a variety of the twopence with no stop after REX. 

Proofs of these coins were struck in gold, silver, gilded bronze, 
bronze and copper, and of the penny also in tin. 
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The peculiar feature about this issue is that it is the first 
appearance of these denominations in this metal. The twopence was 
not repeated, but the useful penny was continued. These coins, 
from their massive appearance, were nicknamed "cartwheels." 
Patterns for halfpennies and farthings of similar design were struck, 
but none was issued for circulation. 

In 1799 halfpennies and farthings appeared struck by 
Mr. Boulton at Birmingham. Owing to a rise in the value of copper 
he was authorised to strike them at the rate of thirty-six half
pennies instead of thirty-two to the pound, and the farthings in 
proportion. They differ from those of 1797 in not having the 
broad rim and the incuse lettering. They are by the same engraver, 
Kuchler. 

Halfpenny. Obverse, bust somewhat as before, . but no K . 

. Leg.end, GEORGI US III DEI GRATIA REX. Reverse, figure as 
before, 1799 below; legend, BRITANNIA. . On both sides a rim 
.of dots on the outer edge. The edge is slightly grained in the middle. 

The farthing differs in having the date 1799 under the bust on 
the obverse and 1. FARTHING between two rosettes below the 
figure on the reverse'. 

Nothing corresponding to these sets was issued for Ireland. 
In the ten years immediately preceding this issue, Mr. Boulton 

and his firm had produced a vast number of pattern coins, principally 
halfpence. The earlier pieces, 1788-91, were designed by F. Droz, 
an artist brought from France, and the later ones by KUchler a 
German. These coins are described in extenso in Montagu's Copper 

- Coins of England. 
The last issue of copper coins occurred in 1806, '07. It had 

been found that the price of copper had increased since 1797, that 
the twopence and penny were worth more as metal than as coin; 
consequently they found their way to the melting-pot. The new' 
coinage was therefore ordered to be lighter, viz., at the rate of 
twenty-four pennies instead of sixteen to the pound, the halfpence 
and farthings in proportion. The issue consisted of pence, half
pence and farthings. Obverse, bust of King to right, laureate, a:1;J.d 
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sli~ht draping; legend, GEORGIUS III· D: G· REX, date 1806 
or '7 below bust. Reverse, similar to the halfpenny of 1797, but 
without the date. 

The border on both sides and the graining on the edge are 
similar to the 1799 coins. 

There are proofs of these coins dated 1806 in silver, bronze 
gilt, bronze, and copper, 1807 in gold, silver, and bronze, but those 
of this date are restrikes. 

There. was a corresponding issue for Ireland, but this was struck 
the year before, 1805. The pennies and halfpence were of this 
date, but the farthing did not appear till 1806. Obverse, similar 
to the English halfpenny of 1799 but with stops in legend. Reverse, 
crowned harp to left, date below; legend, HIBERNIA. 

It will be remarked that these issues all vary in weight, 
consequently after 1806 there were no less than two pennies, three 
halfpence and farthings, all of different weights. This anomaly 
continued till 1817, when all those struck previ9us to 1797 were 
demonetized and called in. 

The season of chaos, which may be considered to have lasted 
from 1787 to 1817, may be divided into three periods, viz., the 
three decades. 

1787-97.-During this decade practically nothing was done by 
the Government to restore order. It went so far .that it directed 
the Mint officials to find out how much the current silver coins were 
below the proper weight . The officials after experiment reported 
that they were considerably below, and there the matter rested. 

The fabricators of false money now stepped in, especially in 
Scotland, where for some unaccountable reason the common people 
would not receive coins bearing the head of George III. A large 
number of counterfeit halfpence appeared. "The Magistrates of 
Edinburgh at this time (1789) took cognizance of the fraud and the 
principal person concerned was prosecuted. Although seven of such 
halfpence were worth little more than one penny sterling, yet they 
passed current in Scotland for twenty-four for a shilling" (Ruding, 

p. 93)· 
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The public then took the matter of small change into their 
own hands, and that large series of tokens, principally halfpence 
and farthings and a few pence, as set forth in Atkins' Tradesmen's 
Tokens of the Eighteenth Century, now appeared. The first on the 
scene were those of Anglesea, which bear the date I787. Atkins, 
p. 63, considers the penny of I784 an imitation. These differ from 
the large series of tokens issued in the previous century, for as those 
of the seventeenth century were struck for various tradesmen in nearly 
every village in the country, those under review were issued in the 
principal market towns and were of the same size as the regal coins, 
and the variety of designs was almost innumerable. The designing 
of these became a perfect business, which had its headquarters in 
Birmingham, where also they were struck. Many chose their own 
designs, but others seem to have been content to select a stock one 
and to have the edge impressed with their special inscription. Some 
appear to have been issued for collectors, such as Skidmore's Churches 
and Gates of London, and Kempson's Buildings of Birmingham. On 
the introduction of the regal cartwheel coins of I797 and '99 these 
tokens dropped out of use. Many hundreds of tons of them must 
have been struck, for evenriow the majority of the dirty copper 
coins found in the marine store dealer's bowl is composed of them. 

I797-I807.-In this decade much greater efforts were made to 
cope with the difficulty, but ended in making confusion more con
founded. These efforts were made in every metal and even by 
notes. 

In November, I797, the seven-shilling piece or one-third-of-a
guinea in gold appeared. This may have helped the scarcity of silver, 
but it was a case of robbing Peter to pay Paul, for after I799 no more 
guineas were coined till I8I3. A more important event had taken 
place earlier in the year, for on February 26th an Order of Council was 
issued authorising the Bank of England to suspend cash payments. 
At that time the lowest note allowed by law to be issued was £5; 
so to ease matt~rs an Act was passed in Parliament suspending this 
law. The Bank thereupon gave notice that it would issue notes 
for one and two pounds, which it accordingly did. These notes 



Second Period oj Chaos'. 137 

were very useful, and may account for the cessation of the coinage 
of guineas, but probably the real reason for that was the high price 
of gold. They were extensively forged, but the fabricators of these 
forgeries whenever convicted paid the penalty by a premature ending 
of their lives by the hands of the common hangman. For this 
offence, between 1805 and 1818, 207 people (some being women) 
lost their lives (Maberley, p. 19). The country bankers followed 
suit and issued notes for a guinea, pound, and ten shillings, and even 
occasionally for one shilling. The gold question had to a certain 
extent been met, and there now remained that of the silver. 

To establish the depreciation of the coins at the beginning of 
this period, in 1798 the Mint officials repeated the experiments they 
had made in 1787 respecting the actual wear of the coins. The 
deficiency amourited in the crowns to 3~ n per cent.; half-crowns, 

991 . h'll' 1964 .' 82294 91101 per cent., s I mgs, 243280 per cent., SIxpences, 3 8037 

per cent., and the increased deficiency in the course of the eleven 
years in the crowns to 'H% per cent.; half-crowns, 1~~~ per cent. ; 
shillings, 53-~~9 per cent.; sixpences, 3HH per cent. (Ruding, 

p. 98). 
The Government in 1797 had a large quantity of Spanish silver 

dollars which had been found in captured vessels, and it was decided 
to countermark these at the Royal Mint and use them for small 
change. On March 6th, 1797, a notice was published that these 
would be issued by the Bank of England for this purpose at the rate 
of 4s . 6d. each. Before this was done it was discovered that the 
bullion value of the dollar was 4s. 8d., so that the rate on March 9th 
was altered to 4s. 9d. The countermark selected was the punch of 
the King's head used for stamping plate at Goldsmiths' Hall and 
was placed on the obverse. The appearance of these counterstruck 
coins gave rise to various kinds of witticisms, such as " Two kings' 
heads do not make a crown," and also a more scurrilous 
one :--

" The Bank, to make their Spanish dollars pass, 
Stamped the heaq. of a fool on the neck of an ass. " 

The new coins were at first very popular and some 2,325,099 
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were issued, representing a value of £SS2,2II os. 3d. (Maberley's 
Token Money oj the Bank oj England, p. 10) . This plan, however, 
was found not to answer; other people besides th~ authorities had 
Sp.anish dollars, and by simply punching these with the King's 
head they raised the value from 4s. 8d. to 4s. 9d. at the expense of 
the Bank, as it was impossible to distinguish between the properly 
and improperly stamped ones. 

In a very short time a number of regular counterfeit pieces 
appeared. In I798 and again in 1804 patterns for official dollars 
were struck, but the matter went no farther. In the former year 
Messrs. Dorrien and Magens made their abortive effort, already 
mentioned, for the coinage of shillings. 

Early in 1804 it was decided to try to defeat the counterfeiter 
by altering the countermark, which was done by substituting the 
King's bust on the Mallndy penny die of 1800 enclosed in an octagon. 
This, however, was unsuccessful, for in a very short time forgeries 
appeared. 

This new countermark not proving satisfactory, the assistance 
of Mr. Boulton was applied for. He replied by asserting that he 
had a process which would (( totally prevent clandestine innova
tion" (M aberley, p . 17). This consisted in overstriking the dollar 
with a new design which would totally obliterate the original one. 
This new dollar was a curious combination, as the obverse was royal 
and the reverse referred to the Bank of England. The engraver 
of the dies was Kuchler. 

Obverse, bust as on the copper penny of 1797; legend, 
GEORGI US III DEI GRATIA. Reverse, the figure of Britannia 
as on copper penny of I797 within a band, a mural crown above; 
in the band over the figure, FIVE SHILLINGS; below, DOLLAR; 

legend, BANK OF ENGLAND 1804. Proofs in silver and copper 
were struck and there are slight variations of dies. These dollars 
began to be issued on May 21st, the date which marked also the 
withdrawal of the countermarked pieces which were ordered to be 
exchanged for those of the new type. This new dollar caused a 
good deal of comment. William Cobbett, in a political tract, writes 
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about the « arms" of the Bank of England: « What arms the 
Bank may have or how it became entitled to any arms at all, or 
whether arms ought · to be held in esteem after having been so 
bestowe'd, are questions which, if we had more leisure, it would be 
perhaps worth while to discuss." (Maberley, p. r6.) Notwith
standing Mr. Boulton's bold assertion, counterfeits appeared within a 
few days. 

Though no authority was ever given, the Spanish smaller pieces 
of silver money are found with the countermarks : the half and 
quarter dollar with both, and the eighth with the earlier one. 

Various firms copied the example of the Bank of England and 
countermarked dollars with their own private marks, for use in 
their own works and neighbourhood. 

In r804 the Bank of Ireland was authorised to issue its tokens. 
These, like those of the Bank of England, were designed by the same 
artist, C. H . Kuchler, and were struck at Boulton's works at Bir
mingham. These were struck also over Spanish dollars · and passed 
current as Six Shillings Irish. The obverse is similar to that of the 
English dollar. Reverse, Hibernia seated to left, in her right hand 
a palm branch, her left resting on a harp; on the ground, K; below . 
figure, r804 SIX SHILLINGS; legend, BANK OF IRELAND TOKEN. 

Proofs were struck in silver and copper. 
The Bank of Ireland went farther than its sister Bank in assisting 

the currency of the country by issuing, in r805 and '6, tokens for 
smaller denominations, viz., Tenpence and Fivepence Irish. These 
were designed by Lewis Pingo. 

Obverse, draped armoured bust, laureate, to the right; legend, 
GEORGIUS III DEI GRATIA REX. Reverse, in six lines, BANK 

TOKEN TEN PENCE IRISH r805 or 6. 
The Fivepence is similar, but on the Reverse has FIVE instead 

of TEN. 

As regards the copper coinage the decade commenced with the 
appearance of the" cartwheel" twopence and penny, followed in 
r799 with that of the halfpenny and farthing. This sufficed for a 
few years and caused the disappearance as before mentioned of 
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that large series of the eighteenth-century tokens. In 1805 the value 
of copper reached the price of £zoo per ton, which made the metal 
value of the 1797 issue greater than its monetary one, consequently 
the coins were promptly melted down. This caused a shortage in 
copper money, and tradesmen's tokens again made their appearance. 
The Government met this, as before stated, by the striking of the 
1806-7 pennies, halfpence and farthings. This order was the last 
which was executed by Boulton for copper coinage, and no other 
regal issue was made till 18z1, when a farthing designed by 
B. Pistrucci became current. The pence and halfpence had to wait 
till 1825. Of the 1806-7 coins there were struck: of pence 150 tons,. 
halfpence 427t tons, farthings 22t tons, in all 600 tons. (Davis, 
Nineteenth-Century Token Coinage, p. xix.) 

In Ireland, in like manner, the situation was eased by the issue 
of pence, halfpence, and farthings in 1805-6. 

1807-1817. 

The gold coinage of this period was of a very small quantity, 
for gumeas were struck only in 1813 and they were issued for the 
use of the troops abroad. The half and third of guineas bear the 
dates 1808, r809, '10, 'II, and '13. This little issue of gold was 
doubtless due to the high price of this metal, for in 1812 the guinea 
was worth 27 shillings according to the Mint price of gold, conse
quently the gold coins became very scarce. Mr. Berkeley Milne, a 
banker of Reading at this time, proposed to issue a gold token for 
40 shillings, but at the request of the Prime Minister none was 
put into circulation. (Davis, p. xxviii.) 

The silver coinage during this period reached its lowest state. 
The Bank practically ceased its issue of dollars and the want of 
small silver change became greatly felt. The regal shillings and 
sixpences had become, from constant wear, mere thin discs of metal~ 
all the original design having become obliterated. The difficulty in 
identifying these discs as money is amusingly given in Charles 
Dickens' Lije oj Joey Grimaldi, where the lucky discovery of a piece 
of metal which looked like tin enabled two hungry youths to get 
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:some refreshment at a public-house, the landlord taking it as a 
.sixpence. This is given in extenso in British Numismatic] ournal, 
vol. ii, p. 4, in an article entitled" Some National Characteristics 
Numismatically Exemplified," by our late Member Mr. F. 
Stroud. 

The issue in 1805-6 by the Bank of Ireland of the Tokens for 
ten and five pence Irish, had stopped the circulation in that country 
-of these worn discs, many of which were spurious and which were 
known as "slap" tokens, many having simple letters or figures 
stamped on them, as if to warrant their genuineness. These were 
exported to England and thus increased the money difficulties. 
The increasing price of silver likewise caused a shortage of change, 
for though dollars could be procured, the smaller coins were very 
scarce and the want caused much inconvenience. In I8n the price 
of silver had become so high that the Bank on March nth issued a 
notice that in future, owing to the bullion value of the dollars being 
higher than its monetary value, 5s., these coins would be received 
and issued at the rate of 5s. 6d. each. The Bank at last decided to 
attempt to deal with the question of small change. The authorities 
issued a notice, dated June 26th, that they were about to issue tokens 
for 5s. 6d., 3s., and IS. 6d. The 5s. 6d. token was never issued for 
circulation, but patterns in silver and copper exist. The engraver 
was J. PhilIp. 

Obverse, draped and laureate bust to left, on i!runcation two 
mullets; legend, GEORGIUS III DEI GRATIA REX. Why the 
bust should be facing left instead of right can only be accounted 
for as an error of the engraver. There are two reverses : 1st, 
Britannia seated left, holding in her right hand a spear, her left 
resting on a shield; below, in three lines, FIVE SHILLIi-J"GS 

AND SIXPENCE I8n; legend, BANK OF ENGLAND TOKEN; 

2nd, within an oak wreath in four lines, BANK TOKEN 5s. 6d. I8n ; 
below tie of wreath, in small letters, LP. 

There are mules of these with obverse and reverse of the 1804 
dollar. 

The other tokens, those for 3s. and IS. 6d., were issued in great 
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numbers, and in all probability were of great convenience to the 
public. The dies were engraved by L. Pingo. 

Obverse, bust as on the 1787 shilling; legend, GEORGI US 

III DEI GRATIA REX. Reverse, within an oak wreath in four 
lines, BANK TOKEN 3 SHILL. I8II . The IS. 6d. is similar but 
smaller, and has on the reverse IS. 6d. instead of 3 SHILL. There 
are proofs of both of these in silver and bronze. 

The weight of the three shillings is 9 dwt. II gr., and of the 
IS. 6d. 4 dwt. 171 gr. 

The other date on these tokens is 1812. As may be expected, 
counterfeits soon appeared. 

All the different coins 'and tokens then current had its humorous 
side, as is shown in a letter to the editor of the Gentleman' s Magazine 
for September, I8II, as follows :-

Mr. Urban, 
The following curious pheRomenon occasioned by the present 

state of British currency deserves to be recorded, and may be of 
use to the future Historian who shall consult your pages :-

£ s. d. 
A Guinea made of Standard Gold, weight 5 dwts . 

9 grs. passes by law for only .. I I 0 

A Guinea 3 grains lighter is worth as Bullion .. I 5 6 
A Crown Piece made of Sterling Silver, weight 

19 dwts. 8 grs., passes by law for only .. 0 5 0 

A Bank Dollar weighing 2 pennyweights less 
and the silver 2!d. an ounce worse is current 
for .. 0 5 6 

A Half-Crown Piece of Sterling Silver, weight 
9 dwts. 16 grs., passes by law for only .. 0 2 6 

A Bank Token weighing 5 grs. less and Silver 2!d. 
an ounce worse is current for .. 0 3 0 

The lesser Bank Token for Eighteenpence weighs I dwt. 2 grs. 
less than a Shilling and a Sixpence and the Silver is also 2!d.an 
ounce worse. 
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Any person who buys an ounce. of Standard gold and pays . 
for it in Coin, will receive Ten-pence in change out of Four Guineas 
and Two Seven Shilling Pieces. 

The One Pound Bilnk of England Note purports to be the 
representation of full S dwts. 3 grs. Standard Gold, but at the present 
nominal price it will purchase not quite 4 dwts. 4 grs.; its deficit 
is full 23 grains and its consequent depreciation 3S. 8td. 

Yours, etc., 
B. S. 

(Davis, pp. 2 and 3.) 

In 1812 the Bank authorities decided to change the designs on 
their smaller tokens and T . Wyon was selected as engraver of the 
dies . Obverse, King's head laureate to right; legend, as before. 
Reverse, as in 18rr, but the wreath is of oak and olive. There are 
silver proofs of both, and the dates 1812, '13, '14, 'IS, and '16. 

A pattern for ninepence also was struck, but was not put into 
circulation. The obverse was the next year used for the tenpence 
Irish. It was similar to the three-shillings except in size and value. 
There are proofs in silver and copper; all of these were struck at 
the Soho Mint, Birmingham. As in 18rr, counterfeits of these very 
soon appeared. 

The example of the Bank was immediately followed by local 
authorities and private firms"and tokens for 4s., 3S., 2S. 6d., 2S., IS. 6d., 
IS. , and 6d. soon appeared. As these were lighter in proportion to those 
of the Bank the latter began to disappear, being melted down to 
form bullion for the new pieces. It was found that on an average 
four of these local shillings weighed the same as a Bank 3S. token. 

The Government came to the rescue and a statute was passed 
on July 29th, 1812, making the tender of the Bank~rs' tokens illegal, 
but they were not finally abolished until the following year, by an 
Act which received the royal assent November 26th, 1813. 

The Colonies had been using the Spanish dollar for their own 
currency, but the demand for dollar silver to make these local 
tokens in England caused a cons.iderable exportation of these coins. 
The Colonial officials, to stop the depletion of their currency and 
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the export of dollar silver, devised various means. The West Indies 
chopped their dollars into bits and countermarked them, or else, as 
in Trinidad, stamped a large octagonal hole in the centre. New 
South Wales took another method: a circular piece about the size 
of a farthing was struck out of the centre, the small piece was 
restamped to pass for fifteen pence, while a rim round the hole 
in the larger piece on the obverse bore the legend FIVE SHILLINGS 
and on the reverse NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Thus a dollar and its alteration raised its joint value to 

6s·3d. 
India was also a buyer in this Spanish silver market, for in 18n 

the East India Company at their Madras mint issued dollars, over
struck with a Persian inscription, to pass for two rupees. 

The value of dollar silver reached its highest value, 7s. per 
ounce, in the last quarter of 1813 and then gradually dropped, with 
the exception of the period of the Waterloo Campaign, till in July, 
1816, the price was 4s. Iod. (Davis , p . xxiv). The Government was 
therefore able to purchase silver for its great recoinage at a reasonable 
rate. 

The Bank tokens continued current after the issue of a new 
coinage until it was considered that there was a sufficiency; this 
occurred in 1818, and the tokens were then gradually withdrawn, and 
finally disappeared as such in 1820. 

The Bank of England, in a Return to the House of Commons, 
stated that from 1804 to 1815 it had issued dollars and tokens to 
the amount of £4.457,649 4S. 6d., but the amount it had redeemed 
had exceeded that figure by £105,859 3s. 6d., showing the large 
number of forged countermarked dollars that must have been sent 
in (Maberley, p. 41). 

The Bank of Ireland anticipated its sister Bank in the issue of 
the medium sized token by putting into circulation, in 1808, one for 
thirty pence Irish designed by L. Pingo. Obverse, as on the Ten
pence 1805, but date below bust. Reverse, Hibernia as on the six 
shillings 1805: below, in two lines, xxx PENCE IRISH; legend, 
BANK TOKEN. 
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In 1813 it issued another tenpence Irish designed by G. T. 
Wyon. Obverse, from the pattern ninepence 1812. Reverse, within 
wreath of Shamrock in five lines, BANK TOKEN 10 PENCE IRISH. 

The issue of local copper tokens continued till it reached its 
maximum in 18II-13. The issuers copied the example of t~e 

Government in striking twopences and pennies in 1797, for whereas 
in the last decade the majority issued were halfpence, now they 
were pennies and many twopences; even the overseers of Birming
ham Workhouse issued, in 1813, some for sixpence and threepence. 
In 1817, after the introduction of the new money, the unauthorised 
.issue of tokens attracted the attention of the Government, and on 
July 27th an Act was passed to prohibit their circulation after 
June 1st, 1818. An exception was made on behalf of the penny 
tokens of Sheffield and Birmingham until, with regard to the former, 
1823 and the latter 1820. 

On considering these events, three things strike the attention. 
Firstly, the great difficulty the authorities found themselves 

faced with in regard to the extraordinary high price the metals used 
for coinage purposes rose to, for the bullion price at times exceeded 
the monetary value. 

Secondly, the universality of the forger. No coin, however 
small, appears to have escaped his attention. One piece in particular 
seems to have attracted him, the Spanish dollar. In a report made 
to the Spanish Ambassador in London it was stated that in 1796 in 
one single factory in Birmingham the weekly value of the output 
was 100,000 Reales, roughly £250 in value. (Spink's Numismatic 
Circular, vol. xxiii, p. 551.) 

It must be noted, however, that these were for export. No 
collector of the coins of this reign can omit the forgeries, as under 
the circumstances 'they form part of the series. 

Thirdly, the Spanish dollar-what would the country or the 
empire have done without it? It practically saved the situation. 

Just one hundred years after this time our empire is undergoing 
a time of stress. How thankful we should feel that we have not to 
undergo the extreme inconvenience borne by our great-grand-parents 

L 
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owing to the deficiency of small change; so let us handle 
any" Bradburys" that may come our way and be thankful that 
up to the present we have not been reduced to iron money. 

In compiling this paper I have consulted, amongst others, the 
following authorities: Ruding's Annals of the Coinage, Kenyon's 
Gold Coins of England, Hawkins' Silver Coins of England, Atkins' 
Tokens of the Eighteenth Century, Davis' Nineteenth Century Token 
Coinage, and Maberley's Token Coinage of the Bank of England. 
The last two have been extr~mely useful and they contain excellent 
accounts of the period under review. 

[TABLES A, BAND C. 
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, 
1761 , . · . .. Xl 

1762 · . · . .. Xl X 

1763 · . .. .. X 2 X 2 Xl Xl 

1764 .. . . .. X X 3 

1765 .. .. · . X 3 X X 

1766 .. .. · . X X X 

1767 .. · . · . X 

1768 .. · . · . X 

1769 · . .. · . X X 

1770 . . · . · . X X 

1771 .. · . .. X 

1772 .. .. .. X X X 

1773 · . .. .. X X 

1771 .. " .. X 

" · . .. .. X 4 X 4 

1775 · . .. .. X X 

1776 .. · . . . X X X 

1777 .. .. · . X X 

1778 · . .. · . X X 

1779 · . .. .. X 
1780 .. · . . . X 

1781 .. .. .. X X 

1782 .. · . . . 

~I 1783 · . · . .. 
1784 .. .. . . X X 

Copper. 
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Remarks. 
bD 
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:a ..., ... 
CIl 
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Pattern t Guinea and 
Shilling struck. 

Pattern 2 Guineas 
struck. 

Pattern 5 Guineas 
struck. 

X 
? 
X Pattern 5 and 2 

G!lineas struck. 
X 

X Pattern t Guinea 
and Shilling struck. 

Pattern t Guinea 
struck. 

Pattern 5 and 2 
Guineas struck, 

Pa ttern Shilling struck. 
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1785 .. .. . . 
1786 .. .. .. 
1787 .. .. .. 
1788 . . .. .. 
1789 .. . . . . 
1790 .. .. .. 
1791 .. .. · . 
1792 .. . . · . 
1793 .. . . · . 
1794 .. .. .. 
1795 .. .. .. 
1796 . . .. .. 
1797 .. .. .. 
1798 .. .. .. 
1799 . . .. .. 
1800 .. .. .. 

" 
Stops in Obverse 

Legend 
1801 After Union · . 
1802 .. .. .. 
1803 .. .. .. 
1804 .. .. .. 
1806 .. .. .. 
1807 .. .. .. 
1808 .. .. .. 
1809 .. .. .. 
1810 .. .. .. 
1811 .. . , .. 
1813 .. .. 
1816 The new Coinage 
1817 .. .. .. 

" 
Different H ead .. 

1818 LVIII .. .. 
" LIX .. .. 

1819 LIX .. .. 
" 

LX .. .. 
1820 LX .. " 

1 First Type. 

X x 
X X X X X X 

X 6 X 6 X 2 X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 2 X 2 X 2 X 2 

X X 

X X 
X X X 3 X 3 X 8 X 3 

X X 
X X X l 
X X X X 
X X 

X X X X ? X 
X X X X 

X 0 X 2 

X X 
X X 
x? X 3 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

X 0 X X 
X X X 

X X X X X X X X X 
X 

X X X X X X X X X X 
X 

X X X X X 
X 

X X X X X X X X X X 

• Second Type. 3 Third Type. • Fourth Type. 6 Fifth Type. 

Pattern Shilling and 
Six Pence struck. 

6 varieties of Shilling, 
2 of Six Pence. 

X X l 

X 2 X 2 

X 2 X 8 X 3 

X X X 

Not issued till 1817. 

Pattern £5 and £2 
struck. 

o Sixth Type. ? Seventh Type. 
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