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AN UNRECORDED FARTHING TYPE OF DAVID II OF SCOTLAND 

N.M.McQ. HOLMES 

THE early (pre-1357) coinage of  David II is considered 
to have comprised two separate issues.1 The earlier, 
possibly struck at Berwick c. 1329-33, consisted only 
of  halfpennies  and farthings  with five-pointed  mullets 
in the angles of  the reverse cross. The later series, 
probably struck in Edinburgh c. 1351-57, included 
pennies and halfpennies  bearing six-pointed mullets on 
the reverse. The pennies of  this issue are common, but 
the halfpennies  of  the first  issue are very rare, and those 
of  the second issue extremely rare, as are the farthings 
of  the first  issue. No farthing  of  the second issue 
appears so far  to have been recorded. 

In 1992 the National Museums of  Scotland acquired 
a farthing,  found  by a metal-detectorist in East Lothian, 
which appears to belong to the second issue (Pl. 11). Its 
details are as follows: 

Obverse: DAVIDD0IGRAQI- ; crowned bust to left 
with sceptre 
Reverse: R 0 X / S G O / T O R / V M - ; single long cross; 
six-pointed mullets in first  and third angles; the 
others uncertain owing to flattening 
12.0 mm.; 0.33 g. (5.14 gr.); die axis 1.0 

The crude style of  the bust, with sharply projecting 
left  shoulder/chest representation, is comparable to that 
commonly seen on pennies of  the second issue, 
corresponding perhaps most closely to Burns 229-230, 
the 'First Head' identified  by Dakers.2 The two visible 
mullets on the reverse can definitely  be seen to have six 
points, despite the general lack of  clarity on this side of 
the coin, but unfortunately  it is impossible to ascertain 

1 I. H. Stewart, The  Scottish  Coinage,  revised edition, 
London (1967), pp. 195 and 208; I. Stewart, 'Scottish Mints', 
in Mints,  Dies and  Currency:  Essays in Memory  of  Albert 
Baldwin,  edited by R. A. G. Carson, London ( 1 9 7 1 ) , 
pp. 223-24. 

2 E. Burns, The  Coinage  of  Scotland,  Edinburgh (1887); 
C. H. Dakers, 'Notes on Scottish Coins: ( 1 ) Rex Scottorum 

whether there are mullets in the second and fourth 
angles of  the cross, although there is a suggestion of 
one in the fourth.  In the first  issue coinage, halfpennies 
bear mullets in two opposite angles only, whereas 
farthings  have them in all four.  Halfpennies  of  the 
second issue bear mullets in either two or three 
quarters, with alternate angles on the former  type 
containing the letter I, thought to be the initial of  the 
moneyer, James Mulekyn.3 It would not therefore  have 
been necessary, as it presumably was in the case of  the 
first  issue, for  the farthings  to bear four  mullets to 
enable them to be distinguished at a glance from 
halfpennies  of  the same issue with two mullets and two 
blank quarters. The unique design of  both second issue 
halfpenny  types would have served to distinguish them 
from  farthings  with either four  or two mullets. 

The only aspect of  this farthing  which does not 
accord with an attribution to the second issue is its 
weight, which at 5.14 grains is very high for  a coinage 
based on a penny of  18 grains. It corresponds more 
closely with the theoretical weight of  21 Vi grains for 
the pennies of  Robert Bruce, or with the English 
standards of  1344-46 (20.3 grains) or 1346-51 (20.0 
grains), any of  which may also have been the standard 
on which the first  issue halfpennies  and farthings  of 
David II were based.4 Clearly, however, this particular 
coin may simply have been a particularly heavy 
specimen of  its type, since there are no others with 
which to compare it, and the weight on its own is not 
sufficient  to contradict the visual evidence supporting 
the attribution of  this coin to the second issue. 

Pennies of  David II', Proc. Soc. Antiq. Scot.  LXXII 
( 1937-38) , 122-24. 

3 Stewart, The  Scottish  Coinage,  p. 26. 
4 Stewart, The  Scottish  Coinage,  p. 208; 'Scottish Mints', 

p. 223. 


