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Further to Mr Jessop's discovery regarding the three garbs mint mark of 
Chester, it is worthy of mention that records, albeit for later dates, show 
that plume and single garb punches were also used to mark Chester plate.1 

Use of the former may account for the presence of plumes on the unite and 
two types of halfcrowns which are indisputably attributable to Chester. The 
use of the latter mark, the single garb, would seem to support the attribu-
tion of the halfcrowns and threepences with mint mark prostrate garb to 
Chester and with them the halfcrowns and shillings clearly of the same 
series but with other mint marks.2 

Mr Lyall is of the opinion that Chester coins were produced by a press. 
I agree and feel there can be no doubt since, apart from the usual 'bowing' 
and 'pinching' features which are particularly evident on the halfcrowns, 
there are halfcrowns of Lyall types a/i and b/ii which have been struck 
from clashed dies, a feature one is not inclined to associate with use of the 
hammer. On such pieces traces of the impression of the arms on the reverse 
die are evident below the body of the horse (Illustration no.l). 

It seems appropriate to record here the discovery of a third example 
of a Chester shilling of Lyall type d/vi (Illustration no.2). Although 
broken, this coin (said to have been found in an old house in Chester) 
shows a less worn portrait than the other specimens (Farquhar Lot 156 and 
Ryan Lot 1329). The unusually high relief of the portrait may have contri-
buted to the severe breaks in the die. 

The other two shillings, Lyall types e/vii and e/viii, are illustrated 
for comparison (Illustration nos.3 and 4) and I thank the Trustees of the 
British Museum for making these available for photography. I am also in-
debted to those numismatists who have so kindly made their Chester coins 
available for study. 
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